May 26, 2006

Mr. Thomas Decker, Chairman
Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board
PO Box 69060

Harrisburg PA 17.106-9060

Dear Chairman Decker:

! am a resident of the Hill District neighborhood in Pittsburgh. My community is one of the
proposed sites for a gaming facility. After carefully considering all of the available information, | am
writing to let you know that | DO NOT WANT A CASINO IN THE HILL DISTRICT.

There are a number of potential problems with a casino located in such close proximity to a
residential community. They include:

o Morality. | do not believe that gambling, in any form, is the appropriate way to bring jobs,
opportunities and investment to the area.

= Social Challenges. | believe the current plan, which calls for a $1 million investment, is
woefully inadequate. if you think about the potential negatives of gaming (addiction,
financiat challenges, homelessness, the necessity of bolstering our physical and social
infrastructure} you wilt agree that it requires a larger financial commitment,

= Public Safety. A great deal of consideration has been given to the needs of the facility
and other devetopments in the Lower Hill. However, | do not think much thought has
been given to the kinds of safely issues that we will face such as prostitution, drug
dealing, panhandling, loitering, etc. No cne has satisfactorily laid out a plan to provide the
necessary police officers to patrol the area above the proposed site

» Traffic. The increased traffic will overwhelm the community. None of the traffic studies
address the inconvenience that will be visited upon the community.

{n the 1950’s, thousands of Hill District residents were displaced and a huge portion of the
neighborhood was annexed to Downtown Pitisburgh because of urban renewal efforts. The
community did not benefit from the re-investment in the Lower Hill District. We lost people
places, significant relatronshlps and businesses. The current plan to place a casino in the Hill
District seems like a 21* century version of urban renewal. | urge you to keep a gaming facility
out of the Hill District.

Respectful

/Eignmon Infor_rn tion: ,
Full Name: é@ yers

Address:

Phone #:

Email:
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May 25, 2006

Mr. Thomas Decker, Chairman
Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board
PO Box 69060

Harrisburg PA 17106-9080

Dear Chairman Decker:

Thousands of Hill District residents are counting on you to make the right decision about Pittsburgh’s
gaming license. Thoéusands hope that you will....

Award the license to the best pfan, not the most influential plan. The best plan is the one that will
have the least impact on residential communities and the most impact on economic development.

Award the license to the applicant that offers the community both redevelopment doliars AND
redevelopment “sense.” The large doliar amounts that applicants bandy about become small dollar
amounts when spread widely across a large city. Choose a plan that strategically directs the dollars

to the communities that will be the most adversely affected by gambling.

« Ask for a commitment. Find a way to insure that promises made by applicants to communities are
promises kept.

» Use your power to impact lives. The granting of a gaming license is, of course, on many levels a
business decision. But it is also a people decision. The Hill District is a rebounding community that
will face significant challenges with a gaming complex located at its doorstep. Please use your power
to assure that the negative impacts of gambling are minimized for our community.

If you've never been, | hope that you visit the Hill soon. In our heyday we had world class jazz spilling
onto the streets; a future Pulitzer Prize winner scribbling urban poetry on napkins; and, the now world

famous photographer Teenie Harris capturing images of a vibrant, sweet time in our history. We have
been home to the Irish, ltalian, Jewish, Syrians, Greeks and Poles and now African American.

And, if not Pittsburgh’s most historic neighborhood, we are certainly its most resilient. The Hili District
survived one of the nation’s most destructive urban renewal projects in the late 1950s which displaced
8,000 residents and severed the neighborhood economically from Downtown Pittsburgh.

Please help insure that history is not repeated for the Hill District. Thank you for making community
reinvestment an important part of your decision to grant a gaming license in Pittsburgh.

Respectfuily,

£ 1L
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May 26, 2006

Mr. Thomas Decker, Chairman
Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board
PO Box 639060

Harrisburg PA 17106-9060

Dear Chairman Decker:

! am a resident of the Hill District neighborhood in Pittsburgh, My community is one of the
proposed sites for a gaming facility. After carefully considering all of the available information, | am
writing to let you know that | DO NOT WANT A CASINO IN THE HILL DISTRICT,

There are a number of potential problems with a casino located in such close proximity to a
rasidential community. They include:

+ Morality. | do not believe that gambling, in any form, is the appropriate way to bring jobs,
opportunities and investment to the area,

¢« Social Challenges. | believe the current plan, which calls for a $1 million investment, is
woefuily inadequate. If you think about the potential negatives of gaming (addiction,
financial challenges, homelessness, the necessity of bolstering our physical and social
infrastructure) you will agree that it requires a larger financial commitment.

¢ Public Safety. A great deal of consideration has been given to the needs of the facility
and other developments in the Lower Hill. However, | do not think much thought has
been given to the kinds of safety issues that we will face such as prostitution, drug
dealing, panhandiing, loitering, etc. No one has satisfactorily laid out a plan to provide the

" necessary police officers to patrol the area above the proposed site

« Traffic. The increased traffic will overwhelm the community. None of the traffic studies
address the inconvenience that will be visited upon the community.

In the 1950's, thousands of Hill District residents were displaced and a huge portion of the
neighborhood was annexed to Downtown Pittsburgh because of urban renewal efforts. The
community did not banefit from the re-investment in the Lower Hill District. We lost people,
places, significant relationships and businesses. The current plan to place a casino in the Hill
District seems like a-21* century version of urban renewal. | urge you to keep a gaming facility
out of the Hill District,
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HILL DISTRICT GAMING TASKFORCE

DATE: May 31, 2006
TO: Mr. Thomas Decker
Chairman
FROM: Evan Frazier, Co-chair, Hill District Gaming Taskforce

Marimba Milliones, Co-chair, Hill District Gaming Taskforce

SUBJECT:  Lefters from Hill District Resldents Regarding Casino

Enclosed are letters from Hill District residents expressing their concerns regarding
the Hill District being a proposed site for a gaming facility. They clearly express
their concerns about the reinvestment plan and many of them state that they
do not wish to have gaming in the Hill District of all. We hope that the letters will
be shared by the entire gaming control board.



May 26, 2006

Mr. Thomas Decker, Chairman
Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board
PO Box 68060

Harrisburg PA 17106-9060

Dear Chairman Decker:

I am a resident of the Hill District neighborhood in Pittsburgh. My community is one of the
proposed sites for a gaming facility. After carefully considering all of the available information, | am
writing to let you know that | DO NOT WANT A CASINO IN THE HILL DISTRICT.

There are a number of potential problems with a casino located in such close proximity to a
residential community. They include:

s Morality. | do not believe that gambling, in any form, is the appropriate way to bring jobs,
opportunities and investment to the area.

s Social Challenges. | believe the current plan, which calls for a $1 million investment, is
woefully inadequate. If you think about the potential negatives of gaming (addiction,

? financial challenges, homelessness, the necessity of bolstering our physical and social
infrastructure) you will agree that it requires a larger financial commitment.

s Public Safety. A great deal of consideration has been given to the needs of the facility
and other developments in the Lower Hill. However, | do not think much thought has
been given to the kinds of safety issues that we will face such as prostitution, drug
dealing, panhandling, loitering, etc. No one has satisfaciorily laid out a plan to provide the
necessary police officers to patrol the area above the proposed site

« Traffic. The increased traffic will overwhalm the community. None of the traffic slud|es
address the inconvenience that will be visited upon the community.

In the 1950's, thousands of Hill District residents were displaced and a huge portion of the
neighborhood was annexed to Downtown Pittsburgh because of urban renewal efforts. The
community did not benefit from the re-investment in the Lower Hill District. We lost people,
places, significant relationships and businesses. The cumrent plan to place a casino in the Hill
District seems like a 21* century version of urban renewal. | urge you to keep a gaming facility
out of the Hill District.
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May 25, 2006

Mr. Thomas Decker, Chairman
Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board
PO Box 63060

Harrisburg PA 17106-9060

Dear Chairman Decker:

Thousands of Hill District residents are counting on you to make the right decision about Pittsburgh's
gaming license. Thousands hope that you will...

= Award the license to the best pfan, not the most influentjal plan. The best plan is the one that will
have the feast impact on residential communities and the most impact on economic development,

» Award the license to the applicant that offers the community both redevelopment doflars AND
redevelopment “sense.” The large doltar amounts that applicants bandy about become smali doltar
amounts when spread widely across a large city. Choose a plan that strategicaily directs the dollars
o the communities that will be the most adversely affected by gambiing.

» Ask for a commitment. Find a way to insure that promises made by applicants {o communities are
promises kept.

» Use your power to impact lives. The granting of a gaming license is, of course, on many levels a
business decision, But it is also a people decision. The Hili District is a rebounding community that
will face significant challenges with a gaming complex located at its doorstep. Please use your power
to assure that the negative impacts of gambling are minimized for our community.

If you've never been, | hope that you visit the Hill soon. In our heyday we had world class jazz spilling
onto the streets; a future Pulitzer Prize winner scribbling urban poetry on napkins; and, the now world

famous photographer Teenie Harrs capturing images of a vibrant, sweet time in our history. We have
been home to the Irish, italian, Jewish, Syrians, Greeks and Poles and now African American.

And, if not Pittsburgh’s most historic neighborhood, we are certainly its most resilient. The Hill District
survived one of the nation's most destructive urban renewal projects in the late 1950s which displaced
8,000 residents and severed the neighborhood economically from Downtown Pittsburgh.

Please help insure that history is not repeated for the Hill District. Thank you for making community
reinvestment an important part of your decision to grant a gaming license in Pittsburgh.

Respectfully,

0) L5572, o
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May 26, 2006

Mr. Thomas Decker, Chairman
Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board
PO Box 69060

Harrisburg PA 17106-S060

Dear Chairman Decker:

| am writing to let you know how important your licensing decision is for the Hill District
community located in Pittsburgh PA. Please share my letter with your colleagues on the
Gaming Control Board.

For many years we have worked to rebuild one of our state’s most important
communities, the Historic Hill District. However, we are gravely concerned about our
future because we have not received the commitments needed from the gaming
applicants to ensure a prosperous future.

We need your help here in the Hill District. Please do not allow gambling to devastate
our community; we need strong policy and adequate reinvestment dollars to balance this
possible devastation. Please guarantee that the Hill District receives the needed
resources to offset social and economic development ills that gambling will certainly
bring by forcing applicants to address communities that will be directly impacted by their
facility. :

Pilease do not let us down, we need your help!
Respectfully,
ignatdte
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May 26, 2006

Mr. Thomas Decker, Chairman
Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board
PO Box 69060

Hafrisburg PA 17.106-9060

Dear Chairman Decker:

| am a resident of the Hill District neighborhood in Pittsburgh. My community is one of the
proposed sites for a gaming facility. After carefully considering all of the available information, | am
writing to let you know that | DO NOT WANT A CASINO IN THE HILL DISTRICT.

There are a number of polential problems with a casino located in such close proximity to a
residential community. They include: .

» Morality. |do not believe that gambling, in any form, is the appropriate way to bring jobs,
opportunities and investment to the area,

+ Social Challenges. ! believe the current plan, which calls for a $1 million investment, is
woefully inadequate. If you think about the potential negatives of gaming (addiction,
financial challenges, homelessness, the necessity of bolstering our physical and social
infrastructure) you will agree that it requires a larger financial cornmitment.

¢ Public Safety. A great deal of consideration has been given to the needs of the facility
and other developments in the Lower Hill. However, | do not think much thought has
been given to the kinds of safety issues that we will face such as prostitution, drug |
dealing, panhandling, loitering, etc. No cne has satisfactorily laid out a plan to provide the
necessary police officers to patrol the area above the proposed site

» Traffic. The increased traffic will overwhelm the community. None of the traffic studies
addrass the inconvenience that will be visited upon the community.

in the 1950's, thousands of Hill District residents were displaced and a huge portion of the
neighborhood was annexed to Downtown Pittsburgh because of urban renewal efforts. The
community did not benefit from the re-investment in the Lower Hill District. We lost people,
places, significant relationships and businesses. The current plan to place a casino in the Hill
District seems like a 21* century version of urban renewal. | urge you to keep a gaming facility
aut of the Hill District.

Respectfully,
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May 26, 2006

Mr. Thomas Decker, Chairman
Pernsylvania Gaming Control Board
PO Box 69080

Harrisburg PA 17.106-9060

Dear Chairman Decker:

| am a resident of the Hill District neighborhood in Pittsburgh. My community is one of the
proposed sites for a gaming facllity. After carefully considering all of the available information, | am
writing to fet you know that | DO NOT WANT A CASINO IN THE HILL DISTRICT,

There are a number of potential problems with a casino located in such close proximity to a
residential community. They include;

¢ Morality. | do not balieve that gambling, in any form, is the appropriate way to bring jobs,
opportunities and investment to the area,

= Social Challenges. | believe the current plan, which calls for a $1 million investment, is
woefully inadequate. If you think about the potential negatives of gaming (addiction,
financial challenges, homelessness, the necessity of bolstering our physical and social
infrastructure} you will agree that it requires a larger financial commitment.

¢ Public Safety. A great deal of consideration has been given to the needs of the facility
and other developments in the Lower Hill. However, | do not think much thought has
been given to the kinds of safely issues that we will face such as prostitution, drug
dealing, panhandiing, loitering, etc. No one has satisfactorily laid out a plan to provide the

" necessary police officers to patrol the area above the proposed site

» Traffic. The increased traffic will overwhelm the community, None of the traffic studies
address the inconvenience that will be visited upon the community.

In the 1950’s, thousands of Hill District residents were displaced and a huge portion of the
neighborhood was annexed to Downtown Pittsburgh because of urban renewal efforts. The
community did not benefit from the re-investment in the Lower Hill District. We lost people,
places, significant relationships and businesses. The current plan to place a casino in the Hill
District seems like a 21 3entury version of urban renewal. | urge you to keep a gaming facility
out of the Hill District,
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May 26, 2006

Mr. Thomas Decker, Chairman
Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board
PO Box 69060

Harrisburg PA 17106-9060

Dear Chairman Decker:

| am a resident of the Hill District neighborhood in Pittsburgh. My community is one of the
proposed sites for a gaming facility. After carefully considering all of the available information, 1 am
writing to fet you know that | DO NOT WANT A CASINO IN THE HILL DISTRICT.

There are a number of potential problems with a casino located in such close proximity to a
residential community. They include:

« Morality. | do not believe that gambling, in any form, is the appropriate way to bring jobs,
opportunities and investment to the area.

¢ Social Challenges. | believe the current plan, which calls for a $1 million investment, is
woefully inadequate. If you think about the potential negatives of gaming (addiction,
financial challenges, homelessness, the necessity of bolstering our physical and social
infrastructure) you will agree that it requires a larger financial commitment.

+ Public Safety. A great deal of consideration has been given to the needs of the facility
and other developments in the Lower Hill. However, | do not think much thought has
been given to the kinds of safety issues that we will face such as prostitution, drug
dealing, panhandling, loitering, etc. No one has satisfactorily laid out a plan to provide the

" necessary police officers to patrol the area above the proposed site

+ Traffic. The increased traffic will overwhelm the community. None of the traffic studies
address the inconvenience that will be visited upon the community.

in the 1950's, thousands of Hilf District residents were displaced and a huge portion of the
neighborhood was annexed to Downtown Pittsburgh because of urban renewal efforts. The
community did not benefit from the re-investment in the Lower Hill District. We lost people
places, significant relationships and businesses. The current plan to place a casino in the Hill
District seems like a 21™ century version of urban renewal. | urge you to keep a gaming facility
out of the Hill District.

Res iy,
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May 26, 2006

Mr. Thomas Decker, Chairman
Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board
PO Box 69060

Hamisburg PA 17106-9060

Dear Chairman Decker:

I am a resident of the Hill District neighborhood in Pittsburgh. My community is one of the
proposed sites for a gaming facility. After carefuily considering all of the available information, | am
writing to let you know that | DO NOT WANT A CASINO IN THE HILL DISTRICT.

There are a number of potential problems with a casino located in such close proximity to a
residential community. They include:

» Morality. | do not believe that gambling, in any form, is the appropriate way to bring jobs,
opportunities and investment to the area.

¢ Social Challenges. | believe the current plan, which calls for a $1 million investment, is
woefully inadequate. If you think about the potential negatives of gaming (addiction,
financial challenges, homelessness, the necessity of bolstering our physical and social
infrastructure) you will agree that it requires a larger financial commitment.

» Public Safety. A great deal of consideration has been given to the needs of the facility
and other developments in the Lower Hill. However, | do not think much thought has
been given to the kinds of safety issues that we will face such as prostitution, drug
dealing, panhandling, loitering, etc. No one has satisfactorily laid out a plan to provide the

" necessary police officers to patrol the area above the proposed site

¢ Traffic. The increased traffic will overwhelm the community. None of the traffic studies
address the inconvenience that will be visited upon the community.

In the 1950's, thousands of Hill District residents were displaced and a huge portion of the
neighborhood was annexed to Downtown Pittsburgh because of urban renewal efforts. The
community did not benefit from the re-investment in the Lower Hill District. We lost people,
places, significant relationships and businesses. The current pian to place a casino in the Hill
District seems like a 21* century version of urban renewal. | urge you to keep a gaming facility
out of the Hill District.

Respectfully,

Signature (//
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May 26, 2006

Mr. Thomas Decker, Chairman
Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board
PO Box 69080

Harrisburg PA 17106-9060

Dear Chairman Decker:

{ am a resident of the Hill District neighborhood in Pittsburgh. My community is one of the
propased sites for a gaming facility. After carefully considering all of the available information, | am
writing to let you know that | DO NOT WANT A CASINO IN THE HILL DISTRICT.

Thare are a number of potential problems with a casino located in such close proximity to a
residential community, They include:

« Morality. | do not believe that gambiing, in any form, is the appropriate way to bring jobs,
opportunities and investment to the ares.

* » Social Challenges. | beliave the current plan, which calls for a $1 million investment, is
woefully inadequate. If you think about the potential negatives of gaming (addiction,
financial challenges, homelessness, the necessity of bolstering our physical and social
infrastructure) you will agree that it requires a larger financial commitment.

= Public Safety. A great deal of consideration has been given to the needs of the facility
and other developments in the Lower Hill. However, | do not think much thought has
been given to the kinds of safety issues that we will face such as prostitution, drug
dealing, panhandling, loitering, etc. No one has satisfactorily laid out a plan to provide the

* necessary police officers to patrol the area above the proposed site

» Traffic. The increased traffic will overwhelm the community. None of the traffic studies
address the inconvenience that will be visited upon the cormmunity.

In the 1950's, thousands of Hill District residents were displaced and a huge portion of the
neighborhood was annexed to Downtown Pittsburgh because of urban renewal efforts. The
community did not benefit from the re-investment in the Lower Hill District. We lost people
places, significant retationships and businesses. The current plan to place a casino in the Hill
District seems like a 21* century version of urban renewal. | urge you to kesp a gaming facility
out of the Hill District. 5

Respectfully,

Signature
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May 25, 2006

Mr. Thomas Decker, Chainman
Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board
PO Box 69060

Harrisburg PA 17106-9060

Dear Chairman Decker:

Thousands of Hill District residents are counting on you to make the right decision about Pittsburgh’s
gaming license. Thousands hope that you will...

. Award the license to the best pfan, not the most influential plan. The best plan is the one that wilt
have the least impact on residential communities and the most impact on economic development. =

= Award the license to the applicant that offers the community both redevelopment dollars AND
redevelopment “sense.” The large doilar amounts that applicants bandy about become small doilar
amounts when spread widely across a large city. Choose a plan that strategically directs the dollars
1o the communities that will be the most adversely affected by gambling.

=  Ask for a commitment. Find a way to insure that promises made by applicants to communities are
promises kept.

» Use your power to impact lives. The granting of a gaming license is, of course, on many levels a
business decision, But it is also a pecple decision. The Hill District is a rebounding community that
will face significant challenges with a gaming complex located at its doorstep. Please use your power
to assure that the negative impacts of gambling are minimized for our community.

If you've never been, | hope that you visit the Hill soon. In our heyday we had world class jazz spilling
onto the streets; a future Pulitzer Prize winner scribbling urban poetry on napkins; and, the now world
famous photographer Teenie Harris capturing images of a vibrant, sweet time in our history. \We have
been home to the Irish, ltalian, Jewish, Syrans, Greeks and Poles and now African American.

And, if not Pittsburgh’s most historic neighborhood, we are certainly its moest resilient. The Hill District
survived one of the nation’s most destructive urban renewal projects in the late 1950s which displaced
8,000 residents and severed the neighborhood ecenomically from Downtown Pittsburgh.

Please help insure that history is not repeated for the Hill District. Thank you for making community
reinvestment an important part of your decision to grant a gaming license in Pittsburgh.

Respecifully,

Hatpuuccte Yhon.
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May 25, 2006

Mr. Thomas Decker, Chairman
Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board
PO Box 69060

Harrisburg PA 17106-8060

Dear Chaimnan Decker:

Thousands of Hill District residents are counting on you to make the right decision about Pittsburgh’s
gaming ficense. Thousands hope that you will...

= Award the license to the best pfan, not the most influential plan. The best plan is the one that will
have the least impact on residentlal communities and the most impact on economic development.

= Award the license to the applicant that offers the community both redevelopment dolfars AND
redevelopment “sense.” The large dollar amounts that applicants bandy about become small dollar
amounts when spread widely across a large city. Choose a plan that strategically directs the dollars
to the communities that will be the most adversely affected by gambting.

« Ask for a commitment. Find a way to insure that promises made by applicants to communities are
promises kept.

» Use your power to impact lives. The granting of a gaming license is, of course, on many levels a
business decision. Butitis also a people decision. The Hill District is a rebounding community that
will face significant challenges with a gaming compiex located at its doorstep. Please use your power
to assure that the negative impacts of gambling are minimized for our community.

If you've never been, | hope that you visit the Hill soon. In our heyday we had world class jazz spilling
onto the streets; a future Pulitzer Prize winner scribbling urban poetry on napkins; and, the now world
famous photographer Teenie Harris capturing images of a vibrant, sweet time in our history. We have
been home to the Irish, ltalian, Jewish, Synans, Greeks and Poles and now African American.

And, if not Pittsburgh’s most historic neighborhood, we are certainly its most resilient. The Hill District
survived one of the pation’s most destructive urban renewal projects in the late 1950s which displaced
8,000 residents and severed the neighborhood economically from Downtown Pittsburgh.

Please help insure that history is not repeated for the Hill District. Thank you for making community
reinvestment an important part of your decision to grant a gaming license in Pittsburgh.

Respectfully,

Deboud e

Signature Signatory Information:

Full Name: D?QDFCW\ 32__\_@‘6.

Address:
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May 26, 2006 p
' . -y -

Mr. Thomas Decker, Chairman .~ : -
Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board - 5

PO Box 68060 - i
Harrisburg PA 17106-9060 -

- Dear Chairman Decker: Y - /

-
" I am a resident of the Hill District neighborhood in Pittsburgh. My community is one of the

proposed sites for a gaming facility. After carefully considering all of the available inforenation, | am _

'L writing to let you know that | DO NOT WANT A CASINO IN THE HILL DISTRICT. e

%
,.- ""' There are a number of potential problems with a casino located in such close proxlmity toa
T . residential communrty They include: A - 3
R “"‘v O'M;Morallty. ‘| do not believe that gambling, in any form, is the appropriate way to bring jobs, -
. = opportunities and investment to the area.

L *+ Social Challenges. | believe the current plan, which calls for a $1 million investment, is

sl ; “\ woefully inadequate. If you think about the potential negatives of gaming (addiction,

3 f a e financial chaltenges, homelessness, the necessity of bolstering our physical and social

* - infrastructure) you will agree that it requires a Iarger financial commitment,

- » Public Safety. A great deal of consideration has been given to the needs of the facility
and other developments in the Lower Hil. However, | do not think much thought has
been given to the kinds of safety issues that we will face such as prostitution, drug

4 dealing, panhandiing, loitering, etc. No one has satisfactorily laid out a plan io provide the
" necessary police officers to patrol the area above the proposed site ™ . L
 Traffic. The increased traffic will overwhelm the community. None of the traffic studles
address the inconvenience that will be visited upon the commumty
J-r"
In the 1950's, thousands of Hill District residents were displaced and a huge portion of the
nerghborhood was annexed to Downtown Pittsburgh because of urban renewal efforts. The
community did not benefit from the re-investment in the Lower Hill District. We lost people
places, significant retationships and businesses. The current plan to place a casing in the Hiil
= % _ District seems like a 21% century version of urban renewal. ! urge you to keep a gaming facility
out of the Hil! District.

Respectfully,

§ g Slgnature
Signatory Information:

N | L/)AOV anf ?/C Full Name: L fBrabh_ Riod.
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May 25, 2006 -

Mr. Thomas Decket; Chairman _
Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board
PO Box 69060,

Harrisburg PA 17106 9060 _

Dear Chairman Decker'

> L] u I 2
Thousands of Hill District re3|dents are counhng on you to make the nght decision about Pittsburgh’s
gaming license. Thousands hope that you will... + . = ey ‘f}'-’-‘ LV

LI " -y L]

. Award‘the hcense to the best plan, not the most mﬂuennaf plan. The best plan is the one that will
have the least rmpact on residential communities and the most impact on economic development.
o LR YN o R
" Award the Ilcense to the appllcant that oﬂ’ers the commumfy both redevelopment doltars AND
redevelopment “sense.” The large dollar amounts that applicants bandy about become small dollar
amounts when spread widely across a large city. Choose a plan that strategically directs the dollars
to the communllles that will be the most adversely affected by gambling.
« Askfora comm:tment. Find a way to insure that promlses made by apphcarits to communmes are
promises kept ‘ w . oo o . Cimp te al u;., 1w
e
» Use your power to lmpact Ilves "The grantmg of a gamlng hcense is, of course on many levels a
business dec:|5|on But itis also a people decision. ;The Hill District is a reboundmg communlty that
will face significant challenges with a gaming complex located atits doorstep F‘Iease use your power
to assure that the negatlve impacts | of gamblmg are mmlmlzed for our commun:ty el
i you've never beenl | hope that you wsut the HrII soon. In our heyday we, had woﬂd class jazz spilling
onto the streets; a future Pulitzer Prize winner scribbling urban -poetry on napkins; and, the now world
famous photograpner Teenie Harris capturing images of a vibrant, sweet time in our history. We have
been home to the Irish, Italian, Jewish, Synans Greeks and Poles and now African Amencan
l AR
And, if not P|ttsburgh s most hlstonc nelghborhood we are cerlamly ats most resment The H|II District
survived one of the natron s most destructive urban renewal projects in the late 1950s WhICh displaced
8, 000 re5|dents and severed the nelghborhood economically from Downtown Plttsburgh TN
Pleasé help i lnsure that history is not repeated for the Hill District. Thank you for making community
reinvestment an important part of your decision to grant a gaming license in Pittsburgh.

! s,
Respecifully, :4
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May 25, 2006

Mr. Thomas Decker, Chairman
Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board
PO Box 69060

Harmmisburg PA 17106-9060

Dear Chairman Decker:

Thousands of Hill District residents are counting on you to make the right decision about Pittsburgh's
gaming license. Thousands hope that you will...

= Award the license to the best plan, not the most influential pfan. The best plan is the one that will
have the feast impact on residential communities and the most impact on economic development.

s  Award the license to the applicant that offers the communify both redevelopment dolfars AND
redevelopment “sense.” The large dollar amounts that applicants bandy about become small dollar
amounts when spread widely across a large city. Choose a plan that strategically directs the dollars
to the communities that will be the most adversely affected by gambling.

= Ask for a commitment. Find a way 1o insure that promises made by applicants to communities are
promises kept.

= Use your power to impact lives. The granting of a gaming license is, of course, on many levels a
business decision. But it is also a people decision. The Hill District is a rebounding community that
will face significant challenges with a gaming complex located at its doorstep, Please use your power
to assure that the negative impacts of gambling are minimized for our community.

If yow've never been, | hope that you visit the Hill soon. In our heyday we had world class jazz spilling
onto the streets; a future Pulitzer Prize winner scribbling urban poetry on napkins; and, the now world
famous photographer Teenie Harris capturing images of a vibrant, sweet time in our history. We have
been home to the Irish, ltalian, Jewish, Syrians, Greeks and Poles and now African American.

And, if not Pittsburgh’s maost histaric neighborhood, we are certainly its most resilient. The Hill District
survived one of the nation’s most destructive urban renewal projects in the late 1950s which displaced
8,000 residents and severed the neighborhood economically from Downtown Pittsburgh.,

Please help insure that history is not repeated for the Hill District. Thank you for making community
reinvestment an important part of your decision to grant a gaming license in Pittsburgh.

Respectfully,
Signature Signatory Information:
7, 5 . #-
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May 26, 2006 -

Mr. Thomas Decker, Chaimman
Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board
PO Box 69060

Harrisburg PA 17106-9060

Dear Chairman Decker:

{ am a resident of the Hill District neighborhood in Pittsburgh. My community is one of the
proposed sites for a gaming facility. After careful considering all of the available information, |
writing to let you know that | DO NOT WANT A CASINO 1N THE HILL DISTRICT.

There are a number of potential problems with a casino located in such close proximity to a
residential community, They include:

» Morality. | do not believe that gambling, in any form, is the appropriate way to bring jobs,
opportunities and investment to the area.

+ Social Challenges. | believe the current plan, which calls for a $1 million investment, is
woefully inadequate. If you think about the potential negatives of gaming (addiction,
financial chaltenges, homelessness, the necessity of bolstering our physical and social
infrastructure) you will agree that it requires a larger financial commitment.

s Public Safety. A great deal of consideration has been given to the needs of the facility
and other developments in the Lower Hill. However, | do not think much thought has
been given to the kinds of safety issues that we will face such as prostitution, drug
dealing, panhandling, loitering, etc. No one has satisfactorily laid out a plan to provide the
necessary police officers to patrol the area above the proposed site

» Traffic. The increased traffic wifl overwhelm the community. None of the traffic studies
address the inconvenience that will be visited upon the community.

_In the 1950's, thousands of Hill District residents were displaced and a huge portion of the
neighborhood was annexed to Downtown Pitisburgh because of urban renewal efforts. The
community did not benefit from the re-investment in the Lower Hill District. We lost people,
places, significant relationships and businesses. The current plan to place a casino in the Hill
District seems like a 21% century version of urban renewal. | urge you to keep a gaming facility
out of the Hili District.

Respectfully,
y
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May 25, 2006

Mr. Thomas Decker, Chaiman
Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board
PO Box 69060 .

Harrisburg PA 17106-9060

Dear Chaiman Decker:

Thousands of Hill District residents are counting on you to make the right decision about Pittsburgh’s
gaming license. Thousands hope that you will...

« Award the license to the best plan, not the most influential plan. The best plan is the one that will
have the feast impact on residential communities and the most impact on economic development.

= Award the license to the applicant thaf offers the community both redevefopment dollars AND
redevelopment “sense.” The large dollar amounts that applicants bandy about become small dollar
amounts when spread widely across a large city. Choose a plan that strategically directs the dollars
to the communities that will be the most adversely affected by gambling.

= Ask for a commitment. Find a way to insure that promises made by applicants to communities are
premises kept.

= Use your power to impact lives. The granting of a gaming license is, of course, on many levels a
business decision. Butitis also a people decision. The Hill District is a rebounding community that
will face significant challenges with a gaming complex located at its doorstep. Please use your power
{o assure that the negative impacts of gambling are minimized for our community.

If you've never been, | hope that you visit the Hill soon. In our heyday we had world class jazz spilling
onto the streets; a future Pulitzer Prize winner scribbling urban poetry on napkins; and, the now world

famous photographer Teenie Harris capturing images of a vibrant, sweet time in our history, We have
been home to the Irish, ltalian, Jewish, Syrians, Greeks and Poles and now African American.

And, if not Pittsburgh's most historic neighborhood, we are certainly its most resilient. The Hiil District
survived one of the nation’s most destructive urban renewal projects in the late 1850s which displaced
8,000 residents and severed the neighborhood economically from Downtown Pittsburgh.

Please help insure that history is not repeated for the Hill District. Thank you for making community
reinvestment an important part of your decision to grant a gaming license in Pittsburgh.

Respectfully,

V\M@@ﬁna
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May 26, 2006

Mr. Thomas Decker, Chairman
Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board
PO Box 63060

Harrisburg PA 17106-9060

Dear Chairman Decker:

| am a resident of the Hill District neighborhood in Pitisburgh. My community is one of the
proposed sites for a gaming facility. After careful considering all of the available information, |
writing to let you know that | DO NOT WANT A CASINO IN THE HILL DISTRICT.

There are a number of potential problems with a casino located in such close proximity to a
residential community. They include:

o Morality. | do not believe that gambling, in any form, is the appropriate way to bring jobs,
opportunities and investment to the area.

« Social Challenges. | believe the current plan, which calls for a $1 million investment, is
woefully inadequate. If you think about the potential negatives of gaming (addiction,
financial challenges, homelessness, the necessity of bolstering our physical and social
infrastructure) you will agree that it requires a larger financial commitment.

« Public Safety. A great deal of consideration has been given to the needs of the facility
and other developments in the Lower Hill. However, | do not think much thought has
been given to the kinds of safety issues that we will face such as prostitution, drug
dealing, panhandling, loitering, etc. No one has satisfactorily laid out a plan to provide the
necessary police officers to patrol the area above the proposed site

¢ Traffic. The increased traffic will overwhelm the community. None of the traffic studies
address the inconvenience that will be visited upon the community.

In the 1950's, thousands of Hill District residents were displaced and a huge portion of the
neighborhood was annexed to Downtown Pittsburgh because of urban renewal efforts. The
community did not benefit from the re-investment in the Lower Hill District. We lost people,
places, significant relahonshlps and businesses. The current plan to place a casino in the Hill
District seems like a 21 century version of urban renewal. | urge you to keep a gaming facility
out of the Hill District.

Respectfully,

MMMWQ\BM
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May 26, 2006

Mr. Thomas Decker, Chainman
Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board
PO Box 69060 .

Harrisburg PA 17106-9060

Dear Chairman Decker:

1 am a resident of the Hill District neighborhood in Pittsburgh. My community is one of the
proposed sites for a gaming facility. After careful considering all of the available information, I
writing to let you know that 1 DO NOT WANT A CASINO IN THE HILL DISTRICT.

There are a number of potential problems with a casino located in such close proximity to a
residential community. They include:

» Morality. | do not believe that gambling, in any form, is the appropriate way to bring jobs,
opportunities and investment to the area.

+ Social Challenges. | believe the current plan, which calls for a $1 million investment, is
woefully inadequate. If you think about the potential negatives of gaming {addiction,
financial challenges, homelessness, the necessity of bolstering our physical and social
infrastructure) you will agree that it requires a larger financial commitment.

« Public Safety. A great deal of consideration has been given to the needs of the facility
and other developments in the Lower Hill. However, | do not think much thought has
been given to the kinds of safety issues that we will face such as prostitution, drug
dealing, panhandling, loitering, etc. No one has satisfactorily laid out a plan to provide the
necessary police officers to patrot the area above the proposed site

¢ Traffic. The increased fraffic will overwhelm the community, None of the traffic studies
address the inconvenience that will be visited upon the community.

In the 1950's, thousands of Hill District residents were displaced and a huge portion of the
neighberhood was annexed to Downtown Pittsburgh because of urban renewal efforts. The
community did not benefit from the re-investment in the Lower Hill District. We lost people,
places, significant relationships and businesses. The current plan to place a casino in the Hill
District seems like a 21¥ century version of urban renewal. 1 urge you to keep a 'gaming facility
out of the Hill District,

Respectfully,

O,Mu Q;TCA (\BBD
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May 26, 2006

Mr. Thomas Decker, Chaimman
Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board
PO Box 69060

Harrisburg PA 171086-9060

Dear Chairman Decker:

{ am a resident of the Hill District neighborhood in Pittsburgh. My community is one of the
proposed sites for a gaming facility. After careful considering all of the available information, |
writing to let you know that | DO NOT WANT A CASINO IN THE HILL DISTRICT.

There are a number of potentiai problems with a casino located in such close proximity to a
residential community. They include;

« Morality. | do not believe that gambling, in any form, is the appropriate way to bring jobs,
opportunities and investment to the area.

+ Social Challenges, | believe the current plan, which calls for a $1 million investment, is
woefully inadequate. If you think about the potential negatives of gaming (addiction,
financial challenges, homelessness, the necessity of boistering our physical and social
infrastructure) you will agree that it requires a larger financial commitment.

« Public Safety. A great deal of consideration has been given to the needs of the facility
and other developments in the Lower Hill. However, | do not think much thought has
been given to the kinds of safety issues that we will face such as prostitution, drug
dealing, panhandling, loitering, etc, No one has satisfactorily laid out a plan to provide the
necessary police officers to patrol the area above the proposed site

« Traffic. The increased traffic will overwhelm the community. None of the traffic studies
address the inconvenience that will be visited upon the community.

in the 1950’s, thousands of Hill District residents were displaced and a huge portion of the
neighborhood was annexed to Downtown Pittsburgh because of urban renewal efforts, The
community did not benefit from the re-investment in the Lower Hill District. We lost people,
places, significant relationships and businesses. The current plan to place a casino in the Hiit
District seems like a 21% century version of urban renewal, | urge you to keep a gaming facility
out of the Hill District.

Respectiully,

,,:' fi L 22w
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May 25, 2006

Mr. Thomas Decker, Chairman
Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board
PO Box 68080

Harrisburg PA 17106-8080

Dear Chairman Decker:

Thousands of Hill District residents are counting on you to make the right decision about Pittsburgh's
gaming license. Thousands hope that you will...

* Award the license to the best plan, notf the most influential plan. The best plan is the one that will
have the least impact on residential communities and the most impact on economic development.

= Award the license to the applicant thaf offers the community both redevelopment doflars AND
redevelopment “sense.” The large dollar amounts that applicants bandy about become small doilar
amounts when spread widely across a large city. Choose a plan that strategically directs the dollars
to the communities that will be the most adversely affected by gambling.

« Ask fora commitment. Find a way to insure that promises made by applicants to communities are
promises kept.

= Use your power to impact lives. The granting of a gaming license is, of course, on many levels a
business decision. But it is also a people decision. The Hill District is a rebounding community that
will face significant challenges with a gaming complex located at its doorstep. Please use your power
to assure that the negative impacts of gambling are minimized for our community,

If you've never been, | hope that you visit the Hill soon. In our heyday we had world class jazz spilling
onto the streets; a future Pulitzer Prize winner scribbling urban poetry on napkins; and, the now world
famous photographer Teenie Harris capluring images of a vibrant, sweet time in our history. We have
been home to the Irish, ltalian, Jewish, Syrians, Greeks and Pales and now African American.

And, if not Pittsburgh’s most historic neighborhood, we are certainly its most resilient. The Hill District
survived one of the nation’s most destructive urban renewal projects in the late 1950s which displaced -
8,000 residents and severed the neighborhood economically from Downtown Pittsburgh.

Please help insure that history is not repeated for the Hill District. Thank you for making community
reinvestment an important part of your decision to grant a gaming license in Pittsburgh.

Respectfully
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May 26, 2006

Mr. Thomas Decker, Chairman
Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board
PO Box 69060

Harrisburg PA 17106-9060

Dear Chairman Decker:

| am a resident of the Hill Distsict neighborhood in Pittsburgh. My community is one of the
proposed sites for a gaming facility, After careful considering all of the available information, |
writing to let you know that | DO NOT WANT A CASINO IN THE HILL DISTRICT.

There are a number of potential problems with a casino located in such close proximity to a
residential community. They include:

« Morality. | do not believe that gambling, in any form, is the appropriate way to bring jobs,
opportunities and investment to the area.

« Social Challenges. | believe the current plan, which calis for a $1 million investment, is
woefully inadequate. If you think about the potential negatives of gaming (addiction,
financial challenges, hamelessness, the necessity of bolstering our physical and social
infrastructure) you will agree that it requires a larger financial commitment.

+ Public Safety. A great deal of consideration has been given to the needs of the facility
and other developments in the Lower Hill. However, | do not think much thought has
been given to the kinds of safety issues that we will face such as prostitution, drug
dealing, panhandling, leitering, etc. No one has satisfactorily laid out a plan to provide the
necessary police officers to patrol the area above the proposed site

¢ Traffic. The increased {raffic will overwhelm the community. None of the traffic studies
address the inconvenience that will be visited upon the community.

In the 1950’s, thousands of Hill District residents were displaced and a huge portion of the
neighborhood was annexed to Downtown Pittsburgh because of urban renewal efforts. The
community did not benefit from the re-investment in the Lower Hill District. We lost people,
places, significant relationships and businesses, The current plan to place a casino in the Hill
District seems like a 21% century version of urban renewal. | urge you to keep a gaming facility
out of the Hill District.

Respectfully,

/).
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May 26, 2006

Mr. Thomas Decker, Chairman
Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board
PO Box 69060

Harrisburg PA 17106-8060

Dear Chairman Decker:

| am writing to let you know how important your licensing decision is for the Hill District
community located in Pittsburgh PA. Please share my letter with your colleagues on the
Gaming Control Board.

For many years we have worked to rebuild one of our state’s most important
communities, the Historic Hill District. However, we are gravely concerned about our
future because we have not received the commitments needed from the gaming
applicants to ensure a prosperous future,

We need your help here in the Hill District. Please do not aliow gambling to devastate
our community; we need strong policy and adequate reinvestment dollars to balance this
possible devastation. Please guarantee that the Hill District receives the needed
resources to offset social and economic development ills that gambling will certainly
bring by forcing applicants to address communities that will be directly impacted by their
facility. !

Please do not let us down, we need your help!
Respectfully,

Pla H'b U Lomo.

Signature

Signatory Information:

Full Name:
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May 25, 2006

Mr. Thomas Decker, Chairman
Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board
PC Box 69060 ;

Harrishurg PA 17106-9060

Dear Chairman Decker:

Thousands of Hill District residents are counting on you to make the right decision about Pittsburgh’s
gaming license. Thousands hope that you will...

=  Award the Iicenée to the best pfan, not the most influential pfan. The best plan is the one that will
have the feast impact on residential communities and the most impact on economic development.

= Award the license to the applicant thal offers the community both redevelopment dollars AND
redevelopment “sense.” The large doliar amounts that applicants bandy about become small dollar
amounts when spread widely across a large city. Choose a plan that strategically directs the dollars
to the communities that will be the most adversely affected by gambling.

« Ask for a commitment. Find a way to insure that promises made by applicants to communities are
promises kept.

« Use your powef to impact lives. The granting of a gaming license is, of course, on many levels a
business decision. But itis also a people decision. The Hill District is a rebounding community that
will face significant challenges with a gaming complex located at its doorsiep. Please use your power
to assure that thé negative impacts of gambling are minimized for our community.

If you've never been, | hope that you visit the Hill soon. In our heyday we had world class jazz spilling

-onto the streets; a future Pulitzer Prize winner scribbling urban poetry on napkins; and, the now world
famous photographer Teenie Hamis capturing images of a vibrant, sweet time in our history, We have
been home to the Irish, Italian, Jewish, Syrians, Greeks and Poles and now African American.

And, if not Pittsburgh's maost historic neighborhood, we are certainty its most resilient. The Hill District
survived one of the nation's most destructive urban renewal projects in the late 1850s which displaced
8,000 residents and severed the neighborhood economically from Downtown Pittsburgh,

Please help insure that history is not repeated for the Hill District. Thank you for making community
reinvestrment an important part of your decision to grant a gaming license in Pittsburgh.

Respectfully,

Fl
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May 26, 20086

Mr. Thomas Decker, Chairman
Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board
PO Box 69060

Harrisburg PA 17 106-9060

Dear Chairman Decker:

[ am writing to let you know how important your licensing decision is for the Hill District
community located in Pittsburgh PA. Please share my letter with your colleagues on the
Gaming Control Board.

For many years we have worked to rebuild one of our state’s most important
communities, the Historic Hill District. However, we are gravely concerned about our
future because we have not received the commitments needed from the gaming
applicants to ensure a prosperous future. :

We need your help here in the Hili District. Please do not allow gambling to devastate
our community; we need strong policy and adequate reinvestment dollars to balance this
possible devastation. Please guarantee that the Hill District receives the needed
resources to offset social and economic development ills that gambling will certainly
bring by forcing applicants to address communities that will be directly impacted by their
facility. :

f

Please do not let us down, we need your help!

1
Respectfully, '

)
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May 25, 2006

Mr. Thomas Decker, Chaimrman
Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board
PO Box 68060

Harrisburg PA 17106-9060

Dear Chaimman Decker:

Thousands of Hill District residents are counting on you to make the right décision about Pittsburgh’s
gaming license. Thousands hope that you will...

Award the license to the best pfan, not the most influential plan. The best plan is the one that will
have the least impact on residential communities and the most impact on economic development.

Award the license to the applicant that offers the community both redevelfopment dolfars AND
redevelopment “sense.” The large dollar amounts that applicants bandy about become small dollar
amounts when spread widely across a large city. Choose a plan that strategically directs the dollars
to the communities that will be the most adversely affected by gambling.

Ask for a commitment. Find a way to insure that promises made by applicants to communities are
promises kept.

Use your power to impact lives. The granting of a gaming license is, of course, on many levels a
business decision. But it is also a people decision. The Hill District is a rebounding community that
will face significant challenges with a gaming complex located at its doorstep. Please use your power

to assure that the negative impacts of gambling are minimized for our community.

If you've never been, | hope that you visit the Hill soon. In our heyday we had world class jazz spilling
onto the streets; a future Pulitzer Prize winner scribbling urban poetry on napkins; and, the now world

famous photographer Teenie Harris capturing images of a vibrant, sweet time in our history. We have
been home to the Irish, ltalian, Jewish, Syrians, Greeks and Poles and now African American.

And, if not Pittsburgh’s most historic neighborhood, we are certainly its most resilient. The Hill District
survived one of the nation’s most destructive urban renewal projects in the late 1950s which displaced
8,000 residents and severed the neighberhood economically from Downtown Pittsburgh.

Please help insure that history is not repeated for the Hill District. Thank you for making community
reinvestment an important part of your decision to grant a gaming license in Pittsburgh.

Respectfully, .
iz WonehD

Signature : Signatory Information:
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Email;



May 26, 2006

Mr. Thomas Decker, Chairman
Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board
PO Box 69060 .
Harrisburg PA 17106-8060
L ’ /

Dear Chaimman Decker

| am a resident of the Hill District nelghborhood in Pittsburgh. My community is one of the
proposed sites for a gaming facility. After careful considering all of the available information, |
writing to let you_ know that | DO NOT WANT A CASINO IN THE HILL DISTRICT.

. There are a nun{iber of potential problems with a casino located in such close proximity to a
residential community. They include: :

. Morallty | do not believe that gamblmg, in any form is the appropriate way to bnng ijS
opportunities and investment to the area.

+ Social Challenges. | believe the current plan, whichi calls for a $1 mlllaon mvestment is
woefully inadequate, If you think-about the potential negatives of gaming (addiction,
financial challenges, homelessness, the necessity of bolstering our physical and social
infrastructure) you will agree that it requires a larger financial commitment. _

« Public Safety. A great deal of consideration has been given to the needs of the facility
and other developments in the Lower Hill. However, | do not think much thought has
been given to the kinds of safety issués that we will face such as prostitution, drug
dealing, panhandling, loitering, etc, No one has satisfactorily laid out a planto prov:de the
necessary police officers to patrol the area above the proposed site :

s Traffic. The increased traffic will overwhelm the community. None of the traffc studies
address the inconvenience that will be visited upon the community.

. Inthe 1950’s, thousands of Hill District respdents were d|sp|aced and a huge portion of the
neighborhood was annexed to Downtown Pittsburgh because of urban renewal efforts. The
community did not benefit from the re-investment in the Lower Hill District. We lost people,.
places, significant relattonshlps and businesses. The current plan to place a casino in the Hill
District seems like a 21% century version of urban renewal. | urge you to keep a gaming facility
out of the Hill District.

Respectfully,

\Jnueatintid
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May 26, 2006 .

Mr. Thomas Decker, Chairman
Pennsytvania Gaming Control Board
PO Box 68060

Harrisburg PA 17106-9060

Dear Chalirmalh_ Decker:

| am writing o let you know how important your licensing decision is for the Hili District
_community located in Pittshurgh PA Please share my letter with your colleagues on the
Gaming Control Board.

For many years we have worked to rebuild one of our state’s most important
communities, the Historic Hill District. However, we are gravely concerned about our
future because we have not received the commitments needed from the gaming
applicants to ensure a prosperous future : ;

We need vour help here in the Hill District. Please do not allow gambling fo devastate .~
our community, we need strong policy and adequate reinvestment dollars to balance this
possible devastation.. Please guarantee that the Hill District receives the needed '
resources to offset social and economic development ills that gambling will certainly
bring by forcmg applicants to address communities that will be directly impacted by their .
facmty

Please do not let us down, we need your help!
 Respectfully,

ﬁlm 7‘*—9“‘1\ SR

Signature

‘Signatory Information:

Full Name:

ﬂﬁ/ﬁ’/..ﬂ 2 pELry 55

Email;




L l_l
May 25, 2006

Mr. Thomas Decker, Chairman
Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board
PO Box 69060

Harrisburg PA 17106-9060

Dear Chairman Decker:

Theusands of Hill District residents are counting on you to make the right decision about Pittsburgh's
gaming license. Thousands hope that you will...

= Award the license to the best plan, not the most influential plan, The best plan is the one that will
have the least impact on residential communities and the most impact on economic development.

*  Award the license to the applicant fthat offers the communily both redevelopment dollars AND
redevelopment “sense.” The large dollar amounts that applicants bandy about become small dollar
amounts when spread widely across a large city. Choose a plan that strategically directs the dollars
to the communities that will be the most adversely affected by gambling.

= Ask for a commitment. Find a way to insure that promises made by applicants to communities are
promises kept.

» Use your power to impact lives. The granting of a gaming license is, of course, on many levels a
business decision. But it is also a people decision. The Hill District is a rebounding community that
will face significant challenges with a gaming complex located at its doorstep. Please use your power
to assure that the negative impacts of gambling are minimized for our community.

If you've never been, | hope that you visit the Hill soon, In our heyday we had world class jazz spilling
onto the streets; a future Pulitzer Prize winner scribbfing urban poetry on napkins; and, the now world
~ famous photographer Teenie Harms capturing images of a vibrant, sweet time in our history. \We have

been home 1o the Irish, ltalian, Jewish, Syrians, Greeks and Poles and now African American.

And, if not Pittsburgh’s most historic neighborhood, we are cerainly its most resilient. The Hill District
survived one of the nation's most destructive urban renewal projects in the late 1950s which displaced
8,000 residents and severed the neighborhood economically from Downtown Pitisburgh.

Please help insure that history is not repeated for the Hill District. Thank you for making community
reinvestment an important part of your decision to grant a gaming license in Pittsburgh.

Respectfully,

2 b
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May 28, 200]6

i
Mr. Thomas Decker, Chairman
Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board

PO Box 69060
Harrisburg P.A 17106-9060

Dear Chairman Decker:

lama res:dent of the Hill District neighborhood in Pittsburgh. My community is one of the

proposed sites for a gaming facility. After carefully considering all of the available information, | am
writing to let you know that | DO NOT WANT A CASINO IN THE HILL DISTRICT.

|
There are a number of potential problems with a casino located in such close proximity to a
residential community. They include:

. Mominy. | do not believe that gambling, in any form, is the appropriate way to bring jobs,

opportunities and investment to the area.

e Social Challenges. | believe the current plan, which calls for a $1 million investment, is
woefully inadequate. If you think about the potential negatives of gaming {addiction,
financial challenges, homelessness, the necessity of bolstering our physical and social
mfrastmcture) you will agree that it requires a larger financial commitment.

» Publi¢ Safety. A great deal of consideration has been given to the needs of the facility
and other developments in the Lower Hil. However, | do not think much thought has
been given to the kinds of safety issues that we will face such as prostitution, drug
dealing, panhandiing, loitering, etc. No one has satisfactarily laid out a plan to provide the
necessary police officers to patrol the area above the proposed site

e Traffic. The increased traffic will overwhelm the community. None of the traffic studies
address the inconvenience that will be visited upon the community.

In the 1950's, thousands of Hill District residents were displaced and a huge portion of the
neighborhood was annexed to Downtown Pitisburgh because of urban renewal efforts. The
community did not bensfit from the re-investment in the Lower Hill District. We lost people
places, significant relatronshrps and businesses. The current plan to place a casino in the Hill

District seems like & 21* century version of urban renewal. | urge you to keep a gaming facility
out of the Hill District.

Respectfully, {
i
e

WMot Wi Leorta)

Signature i
1

Signatory Information:
]
Full Name: Aﬂnmar JVl ly 20
1 Address:

Phone #;

Email:




May 25, 2006

Mr. Thomas Decker, Chairman
Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board
PO Box 69060

Harrisburg PA 17106-2060

Dear Chairman Decker:

Thousands of Hill District residents are counting on you to make the right decision about Pittsburgh’s
gaming license. Thousands hope that you will...

* Award the license to the best pfan, not the most influential pfan. The best plan is the one that will
have the least impact on residential communities and the most impact on economic development.

= Award the license to the applicant thaf offers the community both redevelopment dolfars AND
redevelopment “sense.” The large dollar amounts that applicants bandy about become small doltar
amounts when spread widely across a large city. Choose a plan that strategicaliy directs the dollars
to the communities that will be the most adversely affected by gambling.

» Ask for a commitment. Find a way to insure that promises made by applicants to communities are
promises kept.

= Use your power to impact lives. The granting of a gaming license is, of course, on many levels a
business decision. But it is also a people decision. The Hill District is a rebounding community that
will face significant challenges with a gaming complex located at its doorstep. Please use your power
1o assure that the negative impacts of gambling are minimized for our community.

If you've never been, | hope that you visit the Hill soon. In our heyday we had world class jazz spilling
onto the streets; a future Pulitzer Prize winner scribbling urban poetry on napkins; and, the now world

famous photographer Teenie Harris capturing images of a vibrant, sweet time in our history. We have
been homie to the Irish, Italian, Jewish, Syrans, Greeks and Poles and now African American.

And, if not Pittsburgh’s most historic neighborhood, we are certainty its most resilient. The Hill District
survived one of the nation's most destructive urban renewal projects in the late 1950s which displaced
8,000 residents and severed the neighborhood economically from Downtown Pittsburgh.

Please help insure that history is not repeated for the Hill District. Thank you for making community
reinvestment an important part of your decision to grant a gaming license in Pittsburgh.

Respecifully,

Signatory Information:

Full Name: »‘{ﬁ Uﬂgj/?

Address:

FPhone #:

Email:



May 26, 2006

Mr. Thomas Decker, Chairman
Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board
PO Box 68060

. Harrisburg PA 17106-9060

Dear Chairman Decker:

| am writing to let you know how important your licensing decision is for the Hill District
community located in Pittsburgh PA. Please share my letter with your colleagues on the
Gaming Contro[ Board. ;

For many years we have worked to rebuﬂd one of our state' s most important
communities, the Historic Hill District. However; we are gravely concerned about our
future because we have not received the commitments needed from the gamlng
applicants to ensure a prosperous future

We need your help here in the Hill District. Please do not allow gambling to devastate
~ our community; we need strong policy and adequate reinvestment dollars to balance this
possible devastation. Please guarantee that the Hill District receives the needed
resources to offset social and economic development ifis that gambling will certainly
bring by forcing appllcants to address communities that will be diréctly impacted by their
facility.

Please do not let us down, we need your help!

Respectfully,
A '7LVEJ
“Signature = Y

Signatory Information:

A vouns

Email:




May 26, 2008

Mr. Thomas Decker, Chairman
Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board
PO Box 69060

& Ham’sburg PA 17106-9060

Dear Cha|rman Decker:

| am writing to Iet you know how important your I|censmg decision is for the Hill District
community located in Pittsburgh PA. Please share my letter with your colleagues on the
Gaming Control Board. :

For many years we have worked to rebuild one of our state’s most important
comimunities, the Historic Hill District. However, we are gravely concerned about our
future because we have not received the commitments needed from the gamlng
applicants to ensure a prosperous future :

We need your help here in the Hill District. Please do not allow gambling to devastate
our community; we need strong policy and adequate reinvestment dollars to balance this
possible devastation. Please guarantee that the Hill District receives the needed
resources to offset social and economic development ills that gambling will certainly
bring by forcing appl:cants fo address communities that will be directly imipacted by thelr
facility. !

Please do not let us down, we need your help!

Signature

Slgnatqry Information:

Full Name: _f/z;—ﬁ/% +. f W)




May 25, 2006

Mr. Thomas Decker, Chairman
Pennsylvania Garming Control Board
PO Box 69060

Harrisburg PA 17106-9060

Dear Chaimrman Decker

. Thousands of Hill D[stnct residents are countmg on you to make the right decision about Plttsburgh s
gaming license. Thousands hope that you will..

« Award the license to the best pfan, not the most influential pfan. The best plan is the one that will
have the feast impact on residential communities and the most impact on economic development,

= Award the license to the applicant thaf offers the community both redevelopment doflars AND
redevelopment “sense.” The large dollar amounts that applicants bandy about become small dollar
amounts when spread widely across a large city. Choose a plan that strategically directs the dollars
to the communities that will be the most adversely affected by gambling.

*  Ask for a commitment, Find a way to insure that promises made by appllcants to communities are
promises kept.

= Use your power to impact lives. The granting of a gaming license is, of course, on many levels a
" business decision. But it is also a people decision. The Hill District is a rebounding community that
. will face significant challenges with a gaming complex Iocated at its doorstep. Please use.your power
to assure that the negative impacts of gambling are minimized for our community.

If you've never been.' | hope that you visit the Hill soon, In our heyday we had world class jazz spilling
onto the streets; a future Pulitzer Prize winner scribbling urban poetry on napkins; and, the now world
famous photographer Teenie Harris capturing images of a vibrant, sweet time in our history. We have -
been home to the Irish, Italian, Jewish, Syrians, Greeks and Poles and now African American.

And, if not Pittsburgh’s most histeric neighborhood, we are certainly its most resilient. The Hill District
survived one of the nation's most destructive urban renewal projects in the [ate 1950s which displaced
8,000 residents and severed the neighborhood economically from Downtown Pittsburgh. -

Please help insure that history is not repeated for the Hill District. Thank you for making community
reinvestment an important part of your decision to grant a gaming license in Pittsburgh.

Respectfully,

wa_,/ M"’L/

Slgnature Signatory.lriformation:
b Full Name: Ker‘ry A“eh‘
_Address:
Phone #:

Email:



May 26, 2006.

Mr. Thomas Decker, Chairman
Pennsylvania Gaming Contro} Board
PO Box 69060

Harrisburg PA 17106-9060

Dear Chairman Decker:

- | am writing to let you know how important your licensing decision is for the Hill District
community located in Pittsburgh PA. Please share my fetter with your colleagues on the
Gaming Control Board.

For many years we have worked to rebuild one of our state’s most important
communities, the Historic Hill District. However, we are gravely concerned about our
future because we have not received the commltments needed from the gamlng
applicants to ensure a prosperous future.

‘We need your. help here in the Hill District. Please do not allow gambling to devastate
our community; we need strong policy and adequaté reinvestment dollars to balance this
possible devastation. Please guarantee that the Hill District receives the needed
resources to offset social and economic development ills that gambling will certainly
bring by forcmg applicants to address communities that will be directly 1mpacted by their
faC|I|ty

-Please do not let us down, we need your help!

Respectfully,

\?M S

Signature M)JK

Full Name ¢

Signatory Information:-
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Email;




May 25, 2006 ! ;

1

Mr. Thomas Decker, Chairman
Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board
PO Box 68060

Harrisburg PA 171qs—9060

Dear Chairman Decker:

Thousands of Hill District residents are counting on you to make the right decision about Pittsburgh's
gaming license. Thousands hope that you will...

Award the Iicen:se to the best plan, not the most influential plan. The best plan is the one that will
have the feast impact on residential communities and the most impact on economic development.

Award the license to the applicant that offers the community both redevelopment dollars AND
redevelopment “sense.” The large dollar amounts that applicants bandy about become smali dollar
amounts when spread widely across a large city. Choose a plan that strategically directs the dollars
to the communities that will be the most adversely affected by gambling.

Ask for a commitment. Find a way to insure that promises made by applicants to communities are
promises kept. :

Use your power to impact lives. The granting of a gaming license is, of course, on many levels a
business decision. Butitis also a people decision. The Hill District is a rebounding community that
will face significant challenges with a gaming complex located at its doorstep. Please use your power
to assure that the negative impacts of gambling are minimized for cur community.

If you've never been, | hope that you visit the Hill soon. In our heyday we had world class jazz spilling
onto the streets; a future Pulitzer Prize winner scribbling urban poetry on napkins; and, the now world
famous photographer Teenie Haris capturing images of a vibrant, sweet time in our history. \We have
been home to the Irish, ltalian, Jewish, Syrians, Greeks and Poles and now African American.

And, if not Pittsburgh's most historic neighborhood, we are certainly its most resilient. The Hill District
survived one of the nation’s most destructive urban renewal projects in the late 1950s which disptaced

8,000 residents and severed the neighborhood economically from Downtown Pittsburgh.

Please help insure that history is not repeated for the Hill District. Thank you for making community
reinvestment an important part of your decision to grant a gaming license in Pittsburgh.

Respecifully,

—— e 4
r
[~

Signature _ Signatory Information:

| Full Name: |/ ‘ ‘!’C})é 0__9

~Address:

' Phone #:

Email:
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1 Pennsylvania
- Gaming Control Board

|_
WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT
; ~ HEARINGS
:

I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by Ihe Pr:nnsylvama Cammg Control Board prior to awarding licenses for
slots Operalors .
R~
|
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Comments: ‘Page 2 (continued)
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HILL DISTRICT GAMING TASK FORCE
- Ten Key Principles

Through community feedback, the Hill District Gaming Task Force has identified

" 10 Key Principles that will be critical to the Hill District as it relates to gc_:ming in

Pitsburgh. i

). Reinvestin Hill District development above Crawford Street

2. insure appropriate ievels of community reinvestment. And insure greater

levels of community reinvestment when a gaming complex is Iocc’red inor,

c:djocen’r to. a residential neightborhood . :

a-— wrm‘_’* T L T A e s st i =-.-.“7.-~:"'v—" o N
3. Insure that thirty percent of all emplcyment opportunities would go o

minorities of color [And at all levels —ser\uce supervisory, mcncgeno! and

execuhve)

4. Commit fo hovmg neighborhood [QgresenfofiQes InCI|UdIhQ members of the
Hill District Gaming Task Force, |nvolved in the dissemination of development
dollars in the Hil Dlsmct

5. Guc:ron’ref; thirty percen’r of procurement dollars to minority contractors

6. Develop the social service infrastructure to address gambiing addiction '

7. Develop a strategy to respond to collateral developments that could arise
from gaming {zoning for pawnshops, sighage, eic.) and provide adequate
funding to address other social impacts {public safety, capacity building,
expansion of services, collaborations, fraining, cutreach, data coliection and
education) '

8. Develop responses to environmental/health Issues,'[porkihg, polfuﬁoh)
"—1 vy, - “—""P"

9 Provide cdequo’re fuhding for resedrch on the-socialimpacts.of gaming.... . -

iO Support fh(la development of a Commun:’ry Improvemen'r Fund to address
broader community issues -



April 18 2006
Dear Sirs,

The Pittsburgh Penguins have won appreximately 36% of their games
over the last 4Iseasons. Even the 1985 Pirates, sometimes called "the worst
team ever" in bﬁseball, won a higher percentage of their games. A team as
bad as the Penguins has no business asking anything of the City of Pittsburgh,
the County of Allegheny, or the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania,

I hope that in considering proposals for a slots license in the City
of Pittsburgh ,the commission does not regard money for a new arena, to be
principally used by the Penguins, as an asset to the proposal. Such an arena
is undeserved,-and not‘needed should the Penguins leave town. - '

As a hcomeowner in the city I would much rather see money spent on
property tax abatement and development of the Hill District.

Yours Sincerely,
Richard Statman !
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May 31, 2006

Office of the Clerk !
Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board
PO Box 69060
Harrisburg, PA 17106

b
v

To the Board:

I would like to thank you for the courtesy that you showed me when I testified in Plttsburgh on
Aprll 19th at the publlc input hearing, and 1 want to add a final thought for the record before the
input deadline passes.

No one who knows me can say I’'m not a loyal Pittsburgh sports fan. 1root for the Pens and
support them in their effort to get a new building that will steady their future, and which will
serve as a state of the art facility for all the family oriented events that Mellon Arena has hosted
over the years. But we all recognize now that we have the viable option of building a new arena
complex through the Plan B that’s supported by the governor, the mayor of Pittsburgh and the
county executive of Alle gheny Coumy So the Penguins know that if they want to stay and play
in Pittsburgh, no matter who wins the license for the slots gaming casino, the Penguins will be
able to play in a brand new, amenities-filled arena.

My biggest remainilng concem is that the redevelopment of our neighborhoods and their business
districts is done so that it suits the unique nature of our community, and is not destructive of our
historical values and residential nature. I really admire that State Representative Jake Wheatley is
willing to stand by the family oriented nature and values of the Hill District in calling for the
separation of a new arena from any slots casino operation. Rep. Wheatlcy and the Hill District
Gaming Task Force have recently asked for an appropriate reinvestment in the Hill that preserves

the community as a place to go to church and school, and where families can safely walk to visit

=+ # their nearby friends.” It’s time to redevelop the Hill as promised when the first Civic Aréna went ~ ~

up 40 years ago. But we should not put the public’s trust in one group that can’t get its story
straight about how it paid for the crowd that it put together outside the William Penn Hotel during
your April hearings. The entire Pittsburgh community should expect and demand that this project
be done in a common sense, family friendly, and honest way.

Regards, | ' ; | oy wme
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Kirk D. Rice

(412) 969-0694!

Pennsylvania Stale Gaming Board
P.0. Box 69060

Harrisburg, PA |17106-9060
(717) 3445-3300E

To Whom It May Concern:

Having testlﬁed before the Pennsylvania State Gaming board here in Pittsburgh, I feel
compelled to wrlte this follow up. In my testimony, I brought to light the under handed,

= and devious scheme being perpetiiated on the board and taxpayers 6f the City of 7
Pittsburgh by the Isle of Capri and Pittsburgh Penguins,

Now comes the| perfect proof buttressing what I’ve been saying all along in the form of
an article prmted in the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette (May 28, 2006 “Many who rallied for
casino were pald”) detailing the under-handed ways in which the Penguins and Isle of
Capri are imple:menting in their attempts to procure a slots license.

This is certainly a portent of worse things to come should the City of Pittsburgh be

saddled with the likes of the Isle of Capri, if this board awards the slots license to this less
than truthful entlty

Smcerely, ~

Klrk D. Rice

i
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May 26, 2006

Mr. Thomas Decker, Chairman
Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board
PO Box 69060
Harrisburg PA 17106-9060

|
Dear Chairman Decker:

t am writing to let you know how important your licensing decision is for the Hill District
community located in Pittsburgh PA. Please share my letter with your colleagues on the
Gaming Control Board.

e M AT e g

For many years we have worked to rebuild one of our state's most important

communities, the Historic Hill District. However, we are gravely concerned about our
future because we have not received the commitments needed from the gaming
applicants to ensure a prosperous future.

|
We need youlr help here in the Hill District. Please do not allow gambiling to devastate
our commun:ty, we need strong policy and adequate reinvestment dollars to balance this
possible devastatlon Please guarantee that the Hill District receives the needed
resources to offset social and economic development iils that gambling will certainly
bring by forcing applicants to address communities that will be directly impacted by their
facility.

Please do not let us down, we need your help!

Respectfully, .

Signature

|
l

Email:
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Mr. Thomals Decker, Chairman
Pennsytvania Gaming Control Board
PO Box 69060

Hamisburg PA 17106-9060

Dear Chairman Decker:

I
| am a resident of the Hill District neighborhood in Pittsburgh. My community is one of the
proposed sites for a gaming facility. After carefully considering all of the available information, | am
writing to let you know that | DO NOT WANT A CASINO IN THE HILL DISTRICT.

There are a number of potential problems with a casino located in such close proximity to &

s e rasidential community: They include;: =wc—rmce— — apaome & - mw e e e

¢ Moerality. | do not believe that gambling, in any form, is the appropriate way to bring Jobs,
opportunities and investment to the area.

= Social Challenges. ! believe the current plan, which calls for a $1 million investment, is
woefully inadequate. If you think about the potential negatives of gaming (addiction,
financiaf challenges, homelessness, the necessity of bolstering cur physical and social
infrastructure) you will agree that it requires a larger financial commitment.

= Public Safety. A great deal of consideration has been given to the neads of the facility
and other developments in the Lower Hill. Howaver, | do not think much thought has
been given to the kinds of safety issues that we will face such as prostitution, drug
deaimg, panhandling, lottering, etc. No one has satisfactorily laid out a plan to provide the
necessary police officers to patrol the area above the proposed site

» Traffic. The increased traffic will overwhelm the community. None of the traffic studies
address the inconvenience that will be visited upon the community.

In the 1950's, thousands of Hill District residents wera displaced and a huge portion of the
neighborhood was annexed to Downtown Pittsburgh because of urban renewal efforts. The
community did not benefit from the re-investment in the Lower Hill District. We lost peaple,
places, significant relationships and businesses. The current plan to place a casino in the Hill
District seems like a 21™ century version of urban renewal. [ urge you to keep a gaming facility
out of the Hill District.

Signatory Information:
: Full Name:

Address;

Phone #:

Email:
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" "May 25, 2006

Mr. Thomas Decker, Chairman

Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board
PO Box 69060
Harrisburg PA 17106-8060

Dear Chaimman Qecker:

Thousands of Hill District residents are counting on you to make the right decision about Pittsburgh’s
gaming license. Thousands hope that you will...

=  Award the Itcense to the best plan, not the most influential plan. The best plan is the one that will
have the least impact on residential communities and the most impact on economic development
T vE iy Ll = = L et ool M R A R
« Award the Ilcense to the applicant that offers the community both redevelopment doliars AND - e
redevefopment “sepse.” The large dollar amountis that applicants bandy about become smali dolfar
amounts when spread widely across a large city. Choose a plan that strategically directs the doliars

to the commumt:es that will be the most adversely affected by gambling.

= Askfora corpmftment, Find a way to insure that promises made by applicants to communities are
promises kept.

= Use your power to impact lives. The granting of a gaming license is, of course, an many levels a
business decnsmn But it is also a people decision. The Hill District is a rebounding community that
will face 5|gnri' icant challenges with a gaming complex located at its doorstep. Please use your power
to assure that the negative impacts of gambling are minimized for our community:

If you've never been I hope that you visit the Hill soon. In our heyday we had world class jazz spilling
onto the streets, a future Pulitzer Prize winner scribbling urban poetry on napkins; and, the now world
famous photographer Teenie Harris capturing images of a vibrant, sweet time in our history. We have
been home to lhe irish, italian, Jevwsh Syrians, Greeks and Poles and now African American.

And, if not Plttsthngh s most historic neighborhood, we are certainly its most resilient. The Hill District
survived one of the nation's most destructive urban renewal projects in the late 1950s which displaced
8,000 residents and severed the neighborhood economically from Downtown Pittsburgh.

_Please help insure that. h:story is not repeated for the Hill District. Thank you for making community
retnvestmenl an imponant part of your decnsuon to grant a gaming Iicense :n Plttsburgh

Respeclfully,

Signature

Signatory Information:

AeARA- MURs

Full Name:

Address:

Phone #

Email:
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June 1, 2006 '

Mr. Thomas Decker

Chairman

Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board
PO Box 69060

Harrisburg, PA 17106

Dear Mr. Decker:

When Pennsylvania adopted gaming as a method to offset property taxes for
residents, it was clear that there would be a considerable number of factors to
consider other than taxes. As time passed and prospective applicants came
forth, some of ’rhiose factors could be measured more accurately.

As such, The Hill District Gaming Task Force {a codlition of residents,
developmenit, faith-based, and human service organizations) focused on such
factors for the Historic Hill District community located in the heart of Pittsburgh
PA. As you may know, this important community will be considerably impacted
by all of the proposed gaming sites. Due to our central location, we will be
heavily impacted regardless of who is awarded the license, in fact one of the
applicants is proposing a site right here in the Hill District community. Thus our
interest in this matter is truly at siake. No other residential community is
proposed for a casino site in Pittsburgh.

Since urban renewal displaced over 8,000 residents for a redevelopment project
including the Mellon Arena in the 1950°s and 1940's, the Hill District has faced
many struggles. QOver the past several decades, there have been many
attempts to redevelop the neighborhood into a place that our siate could
cherish as one of its most legendary communities. We are making great
progress, but we still have much work to do.



|

l
The primary fclfcus of the Task Force has been centered on facilitation and
education. We held numerous meetings to educate ourselves and the
community about the impacts of gaming. Our most important forum was held
on May 4th where we invited Hill District residents and stakeholders to meet and
learn about the gaming process and hear about the proposed reinvestment
plans from Prt’rsburgh First, Harrah's Station Square, and PITG Gaming, LLC. At
the cuimmohon of this forum, the attendees completed a survey which rated
the relnves’rmeni plans as unacceptable, acceptable, or exceptional.

l

The overall response was that this community does not want a gambiling facility
in the Hill District. Since this is the only residential location for consideration, it
should not be selected for a slots parlor without reinvestment significant enough
to address the chcl!enges that come along with gaming. As you will see from

the materials provided, reinvestment in this community by the gaming
applicants is gr'T)sst inadequate.

Attached are the proposals sent to each applicant to encourage greater
reinvestment in"rhe Hill District. Also enclosed are select articles including:
press releases, survey results from the community and news stories covering
gaming and the Hill District. You will also find *Ten Key Principles” that the Hill
District embraces as imperatives.

Previously, we fé:rwcrded letters from Hill District residents regarding their
concerns about having a gaming facility in this neighborhood. Please distribute
this letter and its contents to the entire Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board.

We urge you, please do not allow one of our State’s most promising communities
o be exploited.

Sincerely,

Marimba Milliones Evan Frazier
Co-chair | Co-chair
Hill District Gaming Task Force Hill District Gaming Task Force

s — =



GREATER HILL DISTRICT PROPOSAL TO
- CITY OF PITTSBURGH GAMING APPLICANTS

i -- Submitted: Tuesday, April 11, 2006



TABLE OF CONTENTS:

INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY OF PROCESS .. .
® Faculltated a discussion where by stakeholders and resndents could gam a
technical understandmg of gaming in the State of Pennsylvania ..
. Informed stakehoilders and residents of the specifics of each gamlng
applicant’'s proposal T IT I e
. Engaged mformed and surveved resrdents on challenges, needs,
recommendations and expectations... o

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS
Community Development ...............................................................................................
Business Development
Individual Opportumty

SOCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL COMMI‘!TEE RECOMMENDATIONS
Research *
Help Canter .l ... ettt et e err e s e s re e s mt e tse e e seesnsmbanesrnssee sassnnraneerdteran
Infrastructure...

Training...

Communlty Improvement Fund
Environmental Impacts
Parking...

Slgnage
Banks[ATM Machlnes .....................................................................................................
Public Safety

Community Identlty
Gentrification ..

COMMUNITY SURVEY ....................................................................................................... 11

SUMMARY .. v L
Hill District Requesbs / Pittsburgh Pengulns and Isle of Capri .................................. 12

SUMMARY ............ el
Hill District Requests / Stahon Square Gaming LP Enterprises and P I.T.G LLC w13

oo NNNNDULinn

e



INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY OF PROCESS

In order to arrlve at community consensus around the City of Pittsburgh gaming issue and its
impact on the Greater Hill District community, the Hill District community assembled a consortium
of stakeholders and enacted a process to study, analyze, and suramarize the impact of gaming
on the community and the current and anticipated needs of the Hill District,

This task force grew out of a committee that was and remains primarily focused on Hill District
development. The group designated two representatives to move forward on managing and
organizing the gaming task force: Marimba Milliones, Chair — Hill Community Development
Corporation and Evan Frazier, President/CEQ — Hill House Association and Hill House Economic
Development Corporallon To ensure that our focus was comprehensive in nature and not just
development focused, additional stakeholders were convened and immediately assumed
leadership roles in this effort.

Our initial meetings provided us with a clear basis by which we were able to group concems into
three primary areas around which committees were formed. One additional committee ensured
consistent ¢ontact with residents and a technical education of gaming.

Our Committees were as follows:

» Economic Development and Housing
o Co-Chaired by:
Richard Taylor, CEQO, Macedonia Development Corporation
Elbert Hatley, Development Director, Ebony Development
¢ Residents and Community
o Co-Chaired
Edna Council, Hill District Resident and Business Owner
Carl Redwood, Hill District Resident and Convener of the Hill Consensus Group
» Social Impact
o Co-Chaired by:
Terri Baltimore, Director of Nelghborhood Development, Hill House Association
Larry Demarzo, Executive Director, House of the Crossroads
e Education/Community Process
o Chaired by:
Saeed Hudson, Legislative Assistant, State Representative Jake Wheatley’s Office

Each committee was charged with researching issues and developing a position that would be
fair, factual and of benefit to the Hill District. At the conclusion of several group meetings, each
committee formulated and submitted their findings and recommendations to the larger group for
further analysis and comment.

Through a simultaneous and coordinated effort, State Representative Jake Wheatley, Jr.'s office
led a community/?ducational pracess in which the following activities were conducted:

f- Facihtatclad a discussion where by stakeholders and residents could gain a
techmcal understanding of gaming in the State of Pennsylivania:
o February 17: Hosted an educational forum featuring the following:
Sanford Rivers ~ Gaming Contro! Board Member
Mike Edmiston — Director of Hearing and Appeals, Gaming Control Board
Audrey Powell — Director of Policy for Representative William Deweese

i
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+ Informed stakeholders and residents of the specifics of each gaming
applicant’s proposal:
o March 3: Hosted an information forum featuring the following:
Fprest City/Harrah’s — Presenters: Abe Naparstak, Glenn Mahone, Esq.
Fl'.I.T.G. Gaming {Majestic Star) — Presenter: Don Barden
Isle of Capri — Presenter: Reverend James Simms and David Mcrehouse

¢« Engaged, informed and surveyed residents on challenges, needs,
recommendations and expectations:
o March 10— March 30 Hosted neighborhood meetings throughout the Hill District
community.
March 10t Christopher Smith /Milliones Manor
March 16™ Oak Hill and West Oakland
March 22™ Uptown/Fifth Ave.
March 30™ Crawford Square / Irvis Tower

The information herein is based upon the outiined process and collective work of the Hill District
community and its stakeholders. We ask that you review this document and respond
accordingly. _ _
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ECONOMIC DEYELOPMEM COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS

The Economic Development Committee’s recommendations seek to address three broad
categories of development in the Hill District: Community Development, Business Development,
and Individual Opportunity. The Committee recognizes that in order to implement several of its
recommendations, there are a number of details that would need to be further developed and
negotiated with the community’s gaming partners. This summary, therefore, is only designed to
provide a broad overview of the Committee’s recommendations. Each category will be discussed
in turn.

Community De\lrelopment:

1
.In evaluating thé impact of gaming on the Pittshurgh community, the Committee noted that
there will be significant investments made in the City, but at great cost to the residents of the Hill
District, based on demographic profiles of Hill District residents and expected patrons of gaming
venues. In order to bring greater balance to this equation, the Committee examined how gaming
partners could act as a catalyst for expanding development of the Hill District community.

Two of the greatest barriers to development in the Hill District are the significant number of
vacant, abandoned and dilapidated properties, and the great number of properties encumbered
by delinquent tax liens. In order to address both of these issues, the Committee recommends
that the successful gaming applicant provide sufficient funding to acquire the 927 vacant,
abandoned, and dllapldated properties in the Middle Hill District and those in the Uptown section,
as well as the dellnquent tax liens associated with those properties. These investments and
assets would be placed in a land bank or land trust controlled by the Hill Development League or
similar community -based entity so that the community can attaln site control over these
problematic assets and is better equipped to guide its revitalization. In addition, provision must
be made to cover the holding costs for these assets, such as the taxes, insurance, and upkeep of
the properties unt|l they are developed,

This 1and bank/trust will be a catalyst to the transformation of the Hill District. As the land
bank/trust is be!ng established, the community will deveiop a comprehensive development plan
for the Hill Drstrict After it is established, the community will petition City Council to take two
important actlons 1) to codify uniform development standards and parameters for the Hill
District, and 2) to enact leglslation directing the City and the URA to set aside all properties
owned by those entltles in the Hill District such that individual properties will be transferred to
the land bank/trust once development plans are approved by the community and consistent with
the community-wide development plan.

A related issue is addressmg the need for competent and experienced professionals to help direct
the community’s revltallzation efforts. To this end, the Committee recommends that our gaming
partners fund at |Ieast half of the salary and benefit expense for a professional development
executive and staf:f for the Hill District.

In addition, the Committee identified a clear need for general support of ongoing community
developmernt initiatives.

Business Develo!pment'
It is critically |mportant that minority contractors be involved in the planning, constructlon, and
operational phases of any gaming site’s operation. While the Committee recognizes that there

are a number of approaches that can be utilized to address this complex issue, it also recognizes
that If the approach chosen Is not tailored to the actual business model of the successful gaming
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applicant, there can be a host of negative, unintended consequences. Therefore, the Committee
recarnmends that each gaming applicant provide a strategy to accomplish this end that will be
effective in the context of their operations. The community can then better understand their
operations, and suggest strategic improvements, if necessary. In any event, the Committee
believes that each applicant’s strategy should be designed to achieve the geoal of having 30% of
their procurement doliars spent with minority contractors.

Individual Oppértunity:

One of the mos't obvious benefits of the advent of gaming in Pittsburgh is the associated
employment opportunities. In order to be certain that all of Pittsburgh's communities share in
these opportunities, the Committee recommends that each of the gaming applicants commit that
30% of their employees including entry-level, supervisory, management, and executive job
categories be minorities, which is roughly equal to the percentage of minorities in the total
Pittsburgh population. In addition, the percentage of Hill District residents employed should be,
at a minimum, equal to the percentage that Hill District residents represent in the total
population of thel City of Pittsburgh. Further, the gaming applicants should provide training and
development programs to provide meaningful advancement opportunities for employees
generally and minority employees specifically.
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SOCIAL AND RFSIDENHAL COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS

The Social and Rc[asidential Committee recommendations seek to address the broad sccial
implications gaming would have on the Hill District community. The recommendations from the
Social and Residéntial Committee focus on: Research, Social Services and Community
Improvement. The recommendations listed below reflect the feedback collected from eight
neighborhood input meetings conducted throughout March 2006.

Research:

We need Iongltudlnal studies with research design that addresses the complexity of the issue.
Existing literature on the topic is contradictory, ambiguous, and difficult to analyze because,
whether pro or con, most offer valid arguments that are quite persuasive. This has resulted in
studies that usually raise more questions than they answer. This recommendation is neither
cheap nor easy. It will require time, expertise and resources to collect useful data. We believe
such research wouid have applicability far beyond this region. It could serve as a template for
other commumtles contemplating how to pro-actively respond to the challenges and
opportunities that gaming presents. We ask for annual funding to: hire a research, two part-time
graduate students and the necessary equipment to undertake the work,

Help Center:

We need to develop a “Help Center” fo provide a coordinated response to an anticipated increase
in demand for sotdal service. The Center would serve those with gambling addictions and their
families. The Center would: (1) house three knowledgeable case managers and a coordinator to
handie referrals and provide direct access to a system of care providers; (2) operate a help line
to provide mformatlon to callers (and the possibility of follow-up with the consent of the caller);
(3) serve as a centralized data collection site; (4) have a web-based component that is internet-
based so that pedple seeking assistance can go to a site, gather information, and have the choice
to interact with a counselor or gather information on a real-time basis; (5) co-locate other human
services on-site to respond te the complex needs of gamblers and their families; (6) house a
marketing speciallst to develop educational and public awareness campaigns; and (7) employ an
outreach worker implement community educational programs and identify those individuals in
need of services.

Infrastructure: ;

We recommend that community- and faith-based providers are included in alt aspects of a
comprehensive integrated system of service delivery.

In order to ensure the best outcomes for gamblers and their families, we must have a multi-
disciplinary response (including universities, health care providers, treatment facilities, law
enforcement, the corrections system, researches, and evaluators).

Funding must be available to assist community- and faith-based providers to properly prepare the
staffs and facilities for those with gambling addiction. No program in southwestern Pennsylvania
has a license to treat those with gambling addiction.

There also has to be an inclusive and transparent process for the design, implementation and
evaluation of treatlment protocols.

There has to be a reasonable re-imbursement rate for treatrment services.
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The licensee has to match, dollar for dollar, the funds directed to the state’s Compuisive Problem
Gambling Treatment Program Fund. Under the current configuration, the fund is woefully under-
capitalized to meet the anticipated demand for gambling addiction treatment,

L]
As the demand for treatment increases, there has to be adequate support for the expansion of
treatment programs (i.e. facilities, equipment and staffing.)

Training: |

We strongly recommend that community- and faith-based organizations be full partners in the
development of training procedures and standards and licensure. Service providers should
actively partner in the development and implementation of training and education programs for _
the venue operatprs

Community Improvement Fund:

I
Gambling addiction does not exist in a vacuum. Addictions are accompanied by a host of related
problems. The Community Improvement Fund would provide the dollars necessary to address the
collateral social needs of the Hill District such as substance abuse, youth services, family support,
housing assistance, domestic violence, mental heaith, physcial health, financial counseling and
other co- occurrmg disorders and issues.

Environmental !Impact‘s:

We need to have the appropriate mechanisms in place to monitor, measure and mitigate the
environmental |mpacts associated with the increased vehicular traffic in the community — noise
and air poltution. The information collected through studies must be written in clear language
and presented to.the community. The data will used to update applicable codes. Proposals for
addressing those issues must include neighborhood residents and groups.

Parking: :

|

The community recommends permit parking in the area immediately adjacent to the proposed
site for Isle of Capn All parking regulations will be uniformly enforced.

Signage: d

We propose that aII signage and printed materials related to the gaming site contain disclaimers
about the dangers of gambling. We want the language to be straight forward and to have a tone
similar to the warnings on cigarette packages.

Banks/ATM Maé:hines:

All of the ATM machines located in the gaming facility, near the facility or around the community,
should carry messages that warn about the dangers of gambling, The banks which own the
machines should be willing to make investments in the community and to support neighborhood-
based human service agencies.

|

Public Safety: - |

The licensee and the community will work together to assure that the extra public safety
personnel are in place to respand to the increased need for police, fire and emergency medical
services. ,
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Community Identity:

The Hill District i$ a cultural icon in Pittsburgh and in the United States. Great care must be taken
in how the community is identified. Hill stakeholders have to participate in any discussions about
re-naming sections of the neighborhood, streets or important structures. We must be included in
any talks about identifying historic sites. Critical conversations about the reconnection of the
former street grid and the development of passive green space must also involve Hill District
stakeholders.

Gentrification: ;
Hill District stakéholders must be involved in any discussions about new housing developments.
We understand the need to attract a diversity of people and businesses into the neighborhood.

We just want to minimize possible displacement of residents, property owners and entrepreneurs
as the social, racial and economic patterns change in the Hill,

See Chart Below
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SOCIAL/RESIDENTIAL IMPACT

ost Analysis]

Research

Outreach (Marketing) Education, Primary &
Secondary Prevention

Social Services

Community Improvement Fund

Develop infrastructure and capacity to conduct a cross cost  $100,000 ann;
analysis of revenue generated from gambling & revenue 1 FTE researche
expensed on social needs. Develop infrastructure and capacity

to conduct fongitudinal studies with research designs that

address the complexity of the issue(s).

Develop infrastructure and capacity for a competitively funded $750,000 annu;

and comprehensive public awareness, education and coordinator; 1 °F
prevention campaign. managers; 1F7

receptionist; 1 |
Develop infrastructure and capacity for an integrated costs

community based and oriented collaborative approach to
service delivery that provides innovative service afternatives
to provide a variety of optiens for individuals seeking help for
gambling problems. Referrals for services would originate at a
community-based Help Center

Develop the infrastructure to provide treatment on demand  $4.2 million anr
state funding) (
agency(s) woul
services.)

Build the infrastructure to specifically meet the needs of those $250,000 annu:
with a gambling addicticn (i.e. facilities, training, etc.)

Create a fund to enhance and expand programs to serve the  $3.5 million ann
community’s most vulnerable citizens, create and sustain

children and ycuth programming, support residential

associations, seniocr programming and various community

initiatives
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COMMUNITY SURVEY

At each of the cohmunity meetings convened by State Representative Jake Wheatley’s Office, a
survey was conducted to determine the most critical concerns for residents. Items on the survey
were extracted from the data each committee provided.

The results listed|below are ranked in order of most important to least important, A total of
sixty-four surveys were collected.

Social Impact

o ol

Prevent Excessive: Crime/Economic Loss/ Addiction (43%0)

Increased Need Should be Addressed by Increased Service Delivery (32%)

Warning Gamblers of Potential Addition via (Signs, Disclaimers on printed material) (18%)
Share Banking Profits (ATM) with Community / Suffers of Addiction (79%)

Residents & th)mmunig

il ool

Violence, Noise and Cleanliness {29%o)

Development Must Extend Beyond Casino Site (24%)
Loss of Neighborhood Identity (18%)

Parking (metered Parking is a Concern) {(15%)

Air Pollution (14%)

1.
2.

Minorities Benefit from Job Creation (31%)

Assurance that Economic Impact is not limited to the site below Crawford Square (Lower Hill)
and that Resources be committed to community-controlled Hill District agency that will
ensure competent and progressive development {(31%b)

Development at the Melody Tent Site, Uptown and other areas below Crawford Square within
the (Lower Hill District) should respect, include and improve the Greater Hill District as is
determined by Hill District stakeholders (27%)

Residents receive additional benefits from real estate and economic development outside of
property tax rehef and distribution of funds to the City and other government agencies
{11%)
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SUMMARY
Hill District Requests / Pittsburgh Penguins and Isle of Capri

The reinvestment requests outlined below represents the collective expectations of a broad array
of stakeholders whlch includes residents, community organizations and key institutions. We are
requesting the folllowmg commitments of support from the Pittsburgh Penguins and Isle of Capri.
The requests are based on the notion that the risk associated with having gaming directly
connected to our |re5|dent|ai neighborhood is very high in that there will be significant negative
consequences and social concerns. Therefore, in fairness to our community, greater
reinvestment is required to assure that there are sufficient resources to address the concerns and
to ensure that our community benefits rather than merely bearing the burden for the entire
region. There are two reinvestment options that will meet the community’s expectations.

Reinvestment dption #1

The first is an option presented by the Hill District Consensus Group that requires 10% of the
money invested in building a new arena go directly to the Hill District in a fund through a group
that we are creating called the Greater Hill Development League (or other Hill District institution
that we might select as fiduciary). The total investment for the arena is projected at $290
million; thereforé 10% would be equivalent to $29 million. This would be In addition to a
minimum of 1% of annual revenues and the existing $1 million per year commitment through
Pittsburgh First.

Reinvestment Option #2

The second option would be to contribute $10 million upfront and 1% of gross annual revenues
from the gaming operation to the Greater Hill Development League. These funds would be used
for residential land banking, business and economic development. In addition to this
commitment, we are requesting that 2% of gross revenues from the gaming operation go to the
Greater Hill Development League or other established entity to develop infrastructure for
prevention, research, treatment on demand, social services, and Hill District programs.

In additien to the financlal requests listed above, non-financial requests incfude the following:
* 30% of employees in entry-level, supervisory, management, and executive job categories
be minorities of color.
¢ Significant community representation and inclusion on boards, teams and committees
related to development and distribution of funds.

A Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) would need to be drafted and signed by both parties,
followed by a legally enforceable Community Benefits Agreement (CBA).
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SUMMARY ]
Hill District Rec‘;uests / Station Square Gaming Enterprises LP and P.1.T.G, LLC

The remvestment requests outlined below represents the collective expectations of a broad array
of stakeholders WhICh includes residents, community organizations and key institutions. Given
the proximity of the Hill District community to your gaming site and the anticipated demographic
profile of your cllente!e the Hill District will clearly bear a disproportionate burden from the
introduction of gammg to our region. Therefore, we request adequate reinvestment back into
the Hill District commumty from your organization to sufficiently address the impact of your
operation on our commumty

Specifically, we are requesting $5 million once your site is selected and .5% of gross annual
revenues from the gaming operation. These funds will go towards developing a residential land
bank as well as economic and business development investment pool. In addition, 1% of gross
revenues should to go to the Hill District community to support addiction prevention, research,
treatment on demand, social services, and Hill District programs. All funds should go through a
group that we aré creating called the Greater Hill Development League (or any other institution
that we select as ffiduciary).

In addition to the financial requests listed above, non-financial requests include the following:
+ 30% of employees in entry-level, supervisory, management, and executive job categories
be minority.
e Significant community representation and inclusion on boards, teams and committees
related to development and distribution of funds.

A Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) would need to be drafted and signed by both parties,
followed by a Iegally enforceable Community Benefits Agreement (CBA).
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FOR IMMEDIA[E RELEASE Contact: Orlana Darkins
! I

Hill District Hosts Community Gaming Forum

Gaming Applicants Asked to Provide Hill Reinvestment Plan Details

May 4, ‘-2’006 — The Hill District Gaming Task Force, will host @ community
forum on Mongfc:y, May 8 from é - 8 p.m. at the Hill House Kaufmann Auditorium,
1835 Centre Avenue.

The forulm will include information about the gaming process, task force
activities and i|nclude a formal feedback process that will allow residents and Hill
District stakeholders to take part in shaping the overall Hil District response fo
gaming. The Htlill District Gaming Task Force will then share the feedback with the
Pennsylvania CiBGming Control Board and the community at large.

The Hill pistrict Gaming Task Force, a coalition of residents, community
development,-Ifc:i'rh-bc:sed and human service organizations, has been meeting
since Fel::ru':n'y’| to ensure strong representation for the Hill in the ongoing gaming
discussions be’rlween the Gaming Control Board and prospective casino
operators.

In a formal response to goming applicants several weeks ago, the task
force expressed concemn over the amount of reinvestment dollars proposed for
the Hill, a neigbborhood which could be dramatically impcciéd because of ifs
central location. The task force sited two areas of concern ~ the amount of
reinvestment being proposed and the lack of focus on community development
beyond the lower Hill where the impact of gambling might not be seen, but
would clearly be felt.

For more information, call 412-608-9643.
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FOR IMMEDIiTE RELEASE Contact: Orana Darkins
| I
i_ Hill Dishrict Residents Score Gaming Proposals
E)gpress Concerns about Casino Impact on Neighborhood

May lt|.1, 2006 - The majority of Hill District residents who aftended a
community forum on gaming last week consider the plans of two gaming
applicants to be unacceptable. The forum was hosted by the Hill District
Gaming Task Force, a codlition of Hill District comrmunity development, faith-
based and human services organizations.

Of the 120 individuals who attended the forum, 97 completed audience
surveys. Fiﬁy-cL.-igh'r percent (58%) feel that Harrah's Station Square plan is
unacceptable and 60% fee! that Pittsburgh First's plan for a casino in the Lower
Hilt District is ur}laccepfcble. In contrast, 74% of those surveyed felt that PITG's
plan for a Norlth Shore casino and $350 miillion investment in the Lower Hill District
to be cccephi:ble or exceptional.

Harrah's has proposed a community foundation that would provide $25
milion endowment at the Pittsburgh History and Landmarks Foundation to
preserve and revitalize the city’s historic neighborhoods, including the Hill District.
That plan also provides for a $1 million contribution to communities throughout
the region. ‘

Pittsburgh First has proposed a community reinvestment fund with a $1
milllion annual Econfn'buiion dedicated to the Hill District and Uptown
communities, Ihe Pittsburgh First plan would redevelop the 28-acre Mellon
Arena site with an estimated $350 million mixed use development project.

Task Force co-chair and Hill House President and CEO reminded
attendees that the task force does not plan to endorse any applicant's plan.
“"Qur job is to ensure that the voices of Hill District stakeholders are heard, and
that the city’s gaming partners remain accountable to the communities that will
be affected by]'. gambling. particularty the Hill District.”

|
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A number of residents in attendance expressed grave concerns about the
impact that gambling could have on the Hill District, a neighborhood that has
struggled sockio-econornicolly since the lower half of the community was razed
1o build the Civic Arena in the mid-1950s.

The Hiil, District Gaming Task Force opened the community forum
highlighting some of the recent activities taking place in the Hill to help resiore
the neighborhood’s place in history as one of the most culturally vibrant and
influential African-American communities in the nation. It then highlighted the
detrimental impact that gaming could have in derailing this momentum.

“The Hill District is one of this state's most important neighborhoods, and
everyday theipeople of this community are working to restore ifs promise.
Whoever is awarded the license, The Hill District including Uptown will be greaily
impacted. As such, we require a ppropriate levels of re-investment below and
above Crawford Street. We ask for active support from our public officials and
the PA Con'rrol_l Board in this endeavor,” said Marimba Milliones, co-chair of the
task force and chair of the Hill District Community Development Corporation.

Attendges also received brief summaries that each gaming applicant
provided the task force summarizing their individual community reinvestment
plans. After reilviewing the plans, attendees were provided a survey and asked

to score eoch'plcm as unacceptable, acceptable or exceptional. The results are

as follows:
Total Reswns:es Unacceptable Acceptable Exceptional
Hamah's Statio"p Square 58% 31% 10%
Pittsburgh First 60% 30% 10%
PITG/Majestic Star 26% 41% 33%
Live and/or Worlk in Hill Unacceptable Acceptable Exceptional
Harrah's Statioh Square 57% 33% 9%
Pittsburgh First! 62% 30% 8%

PITG/Majestic Star 26% 40% 35%

|
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The HiII! District Gaming Task Force presented highlights of the survey results
during the Pennsylvania Gaming Contro! Board’s last public hearing in Pittsburgh
on Wednesdtl.zy, May 10. The task force will now begin an aggressive campaign
with the Control Board to ensure that the Hill District feedback is considered as
part of the board's decision in granting @ gaming license to one of the three
applicants. The task force also will continue to work with the gaming applicants
to solidify their community development commitments for the Hill District. For
more informa:ﬂon, call 412-392-4404 or 412-765-1320.
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. HILL DISTRICT GAMING TASK FORCE

L Ten Key Principles

Through communl’ry feedback, the Hill District Gaming Task Force has identified
10 Key Prmcr;_?les that will be critical to the Hill District as it relates to gaming in
Pittsburgh, !

1. Reinvest in Hiil District development above Crawford Street

2. Insure opp!Jropric:’re levels of community reinvestiment. And insure greater
levels of community reinvestment when a gaming complex is located, in or
adjacent to, a residenfial neighborhood

.|
3. Insure that thirty percent of all employment opportunities would go 1o
mingrities of color {And at oll levels —service, supervisory, managerial and
execu’nve)

4. Commit to having neighborhood representatives, including members of the
Hill District Gaming Task Force, involved in the dissemination of development
doliars in the Hill District

5. Guarantee thirty percent of procurement deollars to minority contractors
4. Develop the social service infrastructure to address gambling addiction

7. Develop a'strategy to respond to collateral developments that could arise
from gaming {zoning for pawnshops, signage. etc.) and provide adeguate
funding io |czd‘:'jr(-:'ss other social impacts {public safely, capacity building,
expansion of services, collaborations, fraining, outreach, data coilection and
education)

8. Develop responses to environmental/health issues {parking, pollution)

9. Provide adequate funding for research on the social impacts of gaming

10. Support the development of a Community Improvement Fund to address
broader community issues
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STATUS

Resident 45
Employed . 16
Resident & Employed ¢ 21
Cther 13
N/A 2
TOTAL | 97

10 KEY PRINCIPALS

Total Responses

Harrah's Station Square
Pittsburgh First
PITG/Majestic Star

. —— . -

Hill Residents & Workers

Harrah's Station Square
Pittsburgh First
PITG/Majestic Star

Other & N/A

Harrah's Station Square ‘
Pittsburgh First
PITG/Majestic Star

Unacceptable

S58% 52
60% 53
26% 25

Unacceptable

57% 43
62% 48
26% 21

Unacceptable

64% 9
47% 7
25% 4

Disagree
28% 22

Acceptable

31%
30%
41%

Acceptable

33%
30%
40%

Acceptable

21%
33%
50%

28
27
40

25
22
32

th

COMMUNITY FORUM AUDIENCE SURVEY

TJOTAL
80

Execeptional

10%
10%
33%

Exceptional

9%
8%
I5%

Exceptional

14%
20%
25%

32

28

—
2
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Hill District Gaming Task Force
Community Forum

Audlence Survey

May 8, 2006

1. Do you believe that the 8 Key Reinvestment Principles identified by the Hill District (
relevant to the future of the Hill District?

2. Please rate all three gaming applicant's proposals on their reinvestment plans for t

Applicant | - Circle Raling and Provic

Forest City Enterprises Unacceptfable Acce
Iﬁle of Caprl Casinos, inc. ; Unacceptable - Acce

S = -

I

PITG Gaming, LLC

Unacceptable . Acce
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.dents want the development,

but not the casing. ©

‘Hill- House President and
CEOQ Evan Frazier, who also
co-chairs the task force, said .
he found the grocery proposal

interesting but.the. residents,

at least’ at, the meetmg, are .
against a casiné in the Hill,
“The only way gaming would *

| be acceptable r.tolerated is if -

the reinvestment is significant
enough to ‘address the social .
challenges (mherent with
gaming),” he said.

‘Several attempts tolure a gro-
cery operator to the Hill Dis-,
trict have beéen promoted orly
to fail during the last decade.
State Rep. Jake Wheatley, D-
Hill, held hearings on the issue
in 2003. The following year,
Gov. Ed Renidell created a $10
million fund to-develop gro-
ceries in underserved.area.

“But even with promises of $2-
million in public support to
construct a building and pro-
vide any mneeded infrastrue- |
ture improvements, vendors’
such as Giant Eagle and
Super Value declined the offer.

Irv Williarns, who hmlt t.he

North Shore casino

Wﬂhams Square and One Hi
Square office and retail
ings’ on''Centre Aventie,.p
sented a plan for a grocery
“yelopment that also included
tail and dpartment space den
-opment across Centre’ Aver
from the Hill House in 2004. 1
Urban Redevelopment Auth
ity reaected&e plan and refu:
to give Williams site control.”

In Qctober, discount- gro
‘ALDI presented a plan to by
-a seif-financed grocery act
frorn the Hill House: Reside
- panned thé idea either beca
they didn't like the store in t!
lokation or they wanted a ﬁ
service grocery. .

Wheatley said he is enco

aged by Isle of Capri attem
"ing to right the wrongs de
“when the lower Hill was ta!
for ‘the (now) Me!lon Are
. back in 1960. '
““T'm glad pedple are focus
on the wrongs perpetra
-when the arena was built ¢
by the Penguins seéing the
selves as partners with

2. Hill District,” he said. *

they say a oonsultant is spe
ing to residents—they hav
talked to me. So how solic
this commitment? Until I
something more than PR
reserve judgment.”

(Send comments to cmcn'ow@r
pittsburgheourier. com.) iy



Casino plan
WOITIes -

some Hill

residents

———

By Mark Belko
Pittshurgh Post-Gazette

A casino is coming to Pitts-
burgh, but some Hill District
residents arem’t too keen about
having it in their neighborhoocd.

During 4 community forum
last night, several people spoke
out against the idea of having a
casing near their homes, saying
it could be another body blow
to a neighborhood struggling to
right itself.

“You put that thing down
there and youwve dropped the
bomb,” resident Cliff Christian
told members of the Hill DiStI‘lCt
Gaming Task Force,

The task force, a coalition of
Hill District community devel.
opment, faith-based and human
service organizations, sponsored
last night's forum at the Hill
House Kaufmann Auditorium
to find out how people feit about
the three bids for the Pittshurgh
casino license and the promises
being made to the neighborhood
as part of that competition.

Two bidders — Isle of Capri
Casinos Inc. and PITG Gaming

LLC — are proposmg at least
. $350 million in . development

near Mellon Arena in the lower
Hill. Isle of Capri, which wants fo
put its casing in the Hill-Uptown
area, also is offering 31 million a
year for a community investment
fund and $230 million toward a
new arena.

The other bidder, Forest City
Enterprises, with a proposed Sta-

- tion Square-casino, isn't offering ~

specific reinvestiment in the Hill,
but is propesing $1 million a year
for a foundation for community
development and a $25 million
endowment for neighborhocd
reinvestment.

Like Mr. Christian, several
other spealers were concerned
about a slot machine casino close
to the Hill. They feared that gam-
bling eould bring another plague
to a community that has battled
drugs and other problems in the

past.

“If we let this gambling come
in, it will be the worst decision we
ever made,” one woman said.

Even those resigned to the
prospect of gambling felt the
hidders needed to up the ante in
terms of community giveback.

The task force hassaid a pledge
of $1 million a yéar is inadequate,
particularly when social costs
to the community could total
millions of dollars a year. It also
wants at least 30 percent of all
contracts to go to minority firms
and 30 percent of all entry-level,

SEE CASING, PAGE B-2
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superv1sory, -managerial -and
executive jObS to go to minorities,

‘It also is pushing the idea of
a development land bank made

—

Casino plan worries s

up of vacant, ab:
tax delmquent proj
Hill 4t a cost estir
million. .

“If there's gamin
the level of reinves
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Legislator from Hill
assails cesmo plans

Says bidder hasn't mvolved commumty

By Ed Blazina
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

The Hill District would be

better off in the long run if a
replacement for Mellon Arena is
developed tirough an alternate
plan and a slots casino is built
elsewhere, state Rep. Jake Wheat-
ley said

Mr. Wheatley, D-Hill District,
told the Pittsburgh Post- Gazette
editorial board he hasnt been
happy that the Penguins and
their gambling pariner, Isle of
Capri, haver’t been more willing
to work with the community. The
Penguins and Isle of Capri want”
to build a slot machine casino in
the neighborhood and have prom-

ised to use $290 million to build a -

new arena ang commit more
than $300 million to additional
retail and housing development
arcund the complex.

But Mr. Wheatley said the Pen-
guins and Isle of Capri haven't
involved the nelghborhood’s gam-
ing task force in their proposal.
He said they chose developer
Natignwide Realty for commu-
nity development work argund a
new arena and appointed mem-
bers of thelr nonprofit develop-
ment group, Pittsburgh First,
without community input.

Mr. Wheatley said it was
“insulting” that the Penguins
last week said they would con-
sider a supermarkei as part of
the project and might be willing
to subsidize the project when
in the past the team had been
approached about that long-term

b H
Rep. Jake Wheatley

community need and offered no

Mr. Wheatley stressed he
hasn’t taken a position on which
slots; proposal he supparts
hecause he wants to wait for
mare' information on diversity
plans and whether they have the
financial capabilities to carry
out their proposals. But he said
residénts and neighbors like.

Duquesne University have “com -

pelling arguments why they don't
want to see the casino [in the Hill
District).”

Evan Frazier, co-chairman of
the gaming task force, said his
group is leaving the door open for
the Penguins because they have
“notyet addressed all of the com-
munity’s interests in an adequate -
and substantive way.”

Thé two other candidates for

the city’s one slots license are
Staticn Square and gambling
partner Harrah's on the South
Side and Detroit businessman

"SEE WREATLEY, PAGEB-2

-Lawmaker unhapp‘

with casino plans

WHEA'I’I.EY FROM PAGE B 1

Don Barden on the North
Shore. Mr, Barden has_sald he
would commit $350 million- to
redeveloping the Lower Hill,
and Harrah’s has said it would
contribute to an arena if the

Penguins committed to staying,
i development jilans, he said.”

in Pittsburgh.- . -..-

Qut of 97 people who com- -

pleted surveys at a gaming task
forée meeting last week, 60 per-
...cent said they, conmdered the
" Penguins’. proposal ; sunaccépt-
"ahle, ca

‘Barden.” %, ! =

The Rev. James Sunms head"
“of ‘Pittsburgh First, and city .

Councllwoman Tonya Payne
-defended the community’s
involvement in casino plans. . -

. don't think there’s any-.
body we haven't been willing.
to involve in our plans " Mr .

Sumns said. -
He stressed that other casino

with'58 percent -+
“for Harrahs and 26 percent fer

proposals “are pmmises

opposed to the Periguing’ pls
*which already has a develop
and nonprofit board appoint
to push community devel
‘ment The fact the -Pengui
have chosen Nationwide Real
should be a positive sign’t
team would toliow through [

ayne said the Pengui
had been meeting with comm
nity leaders on potential dew
gpment around a new are

. bei‘ore slots became available.
s “T've never heard them s

anyﬂnng other than they wa

"to be a partner with the comm
Tty she'daid.”

As to Whether a casino wou
benefit the: neighborhood, sl

_said, “Sometimes you havé
" bite a bullet you don’t want

bitetogetmeresu]tymwant

. Ed Blazing tan'be reached
eb!azxm@pos:gazetm.eom or

' 412 263-1470.
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The Rev. James Simms
“... not something we
initiated or condoned.”

‘Many who

rallied
for casino
were paid

By Bill Toland
Pittsturgh Post-Gazette

Last month, dozens of pub-

lic housing residents fram
the Hill District Jomed a
daytime pep rally, ostensihly

in support of a plan to build
4 casino and new arena in
their neighborhood. -

It was an impressive show
of community enthusiasm,
but it wasnt an entirely
sincere one — many of them

took part because they got

paid.

Pittsburgh First, a local

group created by the Isle of
Caprl and Pittsburgh Pen-
guins to support their pro-
pasal to redevelop the Lower
Hill, organized a bus trip
that day to take residents to

the ralty. They left from the -

group'’s “Chattam Center
hea and

stopped
along the way at the Bedford
Dwellings - public housing
com

The 80 or so Bedford
Dwellings residents were
among hundreds of people,
including Downtown work-
ers and Pens fans, who
jammed into Mellon Square
on April 18 as Pittsburgh's

SEE RALLY, PAGE A8

i

RALLY, FRO#M PAGE A1

three competing casino propos-
als were. being vetted by the
Pennsylvania Gaming Conirol
Board.

State Rep. Jake Wheatley Jr.,
D-Hill District, says the Bedford
Dwellings residents were prom-
ised 815 if they got on the busto
join the rally. Mr. Wheatley has
recently criticized Isle of Capri
and Pittsburgh First for not
soliciting enough community
ihput while formulating their
plans to remake The Hill.

. Neighbors in the community
confirmed the payments. )

"Some got paid $15, some got
paid less.” said Howard Parker,
who Jives in The Hill and who
talked to several neighbors who
attended the rally.

A handful of pecple among
the three bus loads driven
Downtown actually supported
the development plan, and not
everyone hoarded the bus just
to get paid, but “that’s the rea-
son why most of them did,” Mr.
Parker said.

The Rev. James Simms, head
of Pittsburgh First, deniad
involvement.

“I heard similar comments
from some people, however,
this was not something that
we initiated or condoned,"” he
said. “It may have been a tactic
used by the coordingtors in the

authorized nor would we have
supported.” '

The Rev. Simms said “trans-
portation coordinators™ were
given stipends, but that the
stipends’ were not intended to
encourage participation in the
rally.

But several people involved
i the rally told the Post-Gazette
that Rev. Simms authorized the
payments. They said he gave
$400 to one his coordinators for
distribution to Bedford Dwell-
ing residents as they left Mellon
Squar‘e that day.

“They're trying to keep it real

I

guiet.” said one pep rally partici-
pant who didn't want his name
used in the paper.

“[The Rev. Simms] greeted
everybody coming off of the
bus,” hesaid.

Alissa Hughes, who lives in
Bedford Dwellings and whe
attended the rally that day, con- -

Frmad fhiec vareine ~F avoamfe

field; it was not a tactic that we -

Many who took part
in casino rally were pald

man named Tony Eaves to offer
people $15to go to the rally.

"I was right there,” she said.

But the $400 he provided
turned ont not ta he enough, she
said. Eighty people, at §15 a head,
comes to $1,200.

When the $400 wenldn't cover
the tab, some Bedford Dwellings
residents complained to Mr.
Eaves, and he paid some of them
with his own money, according
to Ms. Hughes and others who
attended the rally. .

Mr. Eaves, driven by Ms.
Hughes, went t¢ Chatham Cen-
ter the next day to confront Rev.

Simms and recoup his expenses. -

Eventually, he received an addi-
tional $240, according to Ms

. State Rep. Jake

Wheatley Jr., D-Hill
District, says Bedford
Dwellings residents
were promised $15 if
they got on the bus to .
join the rally

Hughes, That money was used
to provide $10 apiece to pep rally
visitors wheo didn't get paid on
the day of the rally.

The delay in payment caused
a stir in the complex,

“The community was really,
upset,” she said., “But because
we all live in this community,
we have to get along.” She also
added that her distacte for how
the pep rally payoff was handled
didn't diminish her suppott for a
Lower Hill casino or a new arena
for the Peniguins,

When contacted by the Post-
(Gazetie, Mr. Baves refused pub-
lic comment. He's a former city
employee and remains active in
tocal politics.

But orie of the people who'
received smoney from Mr. Eaves
also pinned blame on Rev.’
Simms. “He didn't even pay
everybody,” said Tyrone Gray, -
who lives in Bedford Dwellings.
“He used those people terribly.”

When told that a number
of Hill residents had said that
he -and Pittsburgh First were

directly involved in paying peo-
et Aattmrnd +he 1]l $lem Date

. The-pa;

P B

l"‘-

from us I stipenided the fiel
cooi-dmators, ‘and if they mad
arrangeme, they: made ther
on their own.” -

L'es Médkackin, the senior vic
prétidentipf communications fc
Isleétof Cabri, .said his compan
washi't inVDlved ““We have n
' knowledge ;of anything like thj
happenirig,”he said, “and [ don
beheve'thaf it did happen.”

He saidt community suppor
for rthe casmo and arena develor
ment in the Léwer Hill is aroun
80 derceént. “There wouldn't be
need to Incentivize folks to com
out and Suppirt.it,™he said.

David Mofehouse, Pengum
spokesmaii; als0 said he doubte
thetendhis’ storles, -

“T dgh't "believe people wen
n pa1d ‘and Ethink this is more o

d du‘tyrtnck €ffort” concocte
_bj.oppbnents of, _th% Isle of Capr
- plan, he'said. " - - .

YTl'l

g webks ago!whe Mr. Wheat
ley and ' migmbérs of Ris staffwer
. takingia bus:{rip of their own
. They were traveling to Beave
"-County with s0me ¢onstituent:
to/support’ gtate Rep; Mike Veor
~irrthe Dem0cratm JEimary elec
* tidri, ahd $omechi’ m'ennoned ‘th
1nc1c1ent an aldh’saiti ;

Of‘fermg pé:)rneﬂt for ‘publi
support isn't nécessarily wrong
but: "you should be.open and u
front with people and make i
clear who's-being pdid and whe
isn't, Mr. Wheatley said.

‘Cleveland's Forest City Enter
prises which wants to bulld 2
casino - m -Station Square ang
is competing with Isle of Capr
for:the lohe Pittsburgh casinc
hoe_nse -weighed in on the idea o
paying puiblic housing tenants tc
support-one Dlan over another: .

“It's ‘not; a- tactic -that: we
would tge ourselves " said Abe
Naparstek company spokes
mah,- *

The - thlrd competitor ' for
the.:casirg * license - is Detroit
businesiman Don Barden, whe
warits to buﬂd a casino on the
North Shore near the West End
Bndge i

The~ gammg board hopes- 1c
award a Pitisburgh license by
the end’pfDeéember, Public sup:
port is just orie. of many factors
the bodrd will consider in decid
mg between the three proposals.

- Bill .'Ibland mn b reached at

J SN SO, 7 PRAARE TR R i, R 1)






