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AREA
CHAMBER

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Jeff Tobe, Chairman
Coloring Qutside the Lines

James Jobe, Vice Chairman
Jobe Funeral Home

Jenny Caliendo, Treasurer

Partricia Grieve, Past Board Chairman
National City Bank

Marshall Bond
Municipality of Monroeville

* Joseph Callg T |-

CCAC - Boyce Campus

V¥eughn Gilbert
Westinghouse Electric Company

Rudy Marfin
Independent Communication Group

Justin MeCall, Esq.
Papernick & Gefsky

William Otio, Esq.
Sebring & Associates

Robert Petrilli :
RFP Enterprises & Entertainment, LLC

Jack Rupp

Rupp Fiore [nsurance

Sheiby Sieg

Marviott North at Cranberry Woods

Clexeland Steward, Jr., Ed.D.
Gateway School District

Kathryn Swank-Corcetni
Corcetti Chiropraclic & Rchab

Darfette Tice
The Western Pennsylvania Hespital
Forbes Regional Campus

Michael Vento
Radisson of Monroeville ... ..., -

JLR. Yoceo
Grant Street Associates, Inc.

Wes Blaha, Lifetime Board Member
Retired

Gene Van Horn, Lifetime Board Member
Retired

The Honorable Tad Decker, Chairman
Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board
PO Box 69060

Harrisburg, PA 17106-9060

Dear Chairman Decker,
On behalf of the Monroeville Area Chamber of Commerce, and our

nearly 650 local business members, ] am proud to voice our
organization’s support of the plan presented by the Pittsburgh First/Isle

-0f Capri Casinos to receive the stand alone slots license for the City of _.

Pittsburgh.

Situated only 13 miles from downtown Pittsburgh, our community has a
vested interest in this issue. Our businesses depend upon a vibrant and
competitive Pittsburgh region to ensure our own local success. We
fervently believe the Pittsburgh First plan is the best for gaming in our
region. The plan not only provides for full private funding for the
construction of a new much needed multi-purpose arena, but also for the
re-development of the Lower Hiil and Uptown districts of the city.

From the perspective of our business community, this plan seems like the
closest option we may ever get to perfect. We would challenge anyone
to demonstrate a clear advantage of not using private funds to build a
new arena, save taxpayers hundreds of millions of dollars and provide for
the redevelopment of the almost 30 acres in downtown.

Hockey fans, concert goers, others who will use a multi-use facility and
Pittsburghers in general are counting on a fair, open and public process
that will result in the selection of the best plan for our region. That
means the best plan.on its own.merit = not politics. We are confident
that if the decision is made on the facts, the Isle of Capri/Pittsburgh First
plan will prevail. The entire Southwestern Pennsylvania region will be
watching closely to make sure that the merits triumph over the politics.

Sincere

Chad M. Amfond
President

b

Copy: Jeffrey I. Tobe, Chairman, Monroeville Area Chamber Board of Directors
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Comments: Page 2 (continued)

As a master’s level trangportation engineer 1 know Harrah’s Casino has used over
inflated vehicle occupancy estimates to generate their appealing projected revenues for
their proposed casino in Pittsburgh. I am alsc well aware that the already problematic
traffic in the locale of their establishment would only decay from its already deficient
present state. |If this casino is opened it will be painfully obvious to the city, both in
terms of trafﬁc flow and generation of revenue, that these estimates were based upon
flawed data. Thls is a habit Harrah's is notorious of, most notably thc Harrah’s in New
Orleans. Snmply comparing their plan to all others makes their tactics visible to anyone
not wearing bhnders

Through a loophole Harrah’s was able to enlist Forest City Enterpnises as their
proxy to apply for the city’s sole license since they already operate another casino within
the state. Thelr outfit is rife with connections to Governor Rendell and Pittsburgh
politicians Bob O’Conner and Dan Onorato- most glaringly John Verbanac, O’Conner’s
advisor durmg the last mayoral campaign and present consultant to Forest City
Enterprises. Bruce Ratner’s Forest City Enterprises also mimicked the elusive actions
being taken by Harrah’s when they inflated projections in order to claim a large plot of
land, against the wishes of the locals, for development in Brooklyn. After this was
_secured they proceeded_ to defy nearly every promise or projection made when presenting _
"~ their plan “Whilé infuriating Tesidents.

The mty of Pittsburgh is in dire need of legitimate rehabilitation, not nebulous
incremental property tax decreases that will essentlally never be felt by those who
Harrah’s campaign tactic is targeting. The promises made by Harrah's, both monetary
and otherwnse are miniscule compared to the reward of being the sole proprietor of
gambling on a mass scale in Pittsburgh. The majority of the money being committed by
Harrah’s to the city will be used to benefit an area of interest to them, Station Square,
since this is where their proposed parlor will stand.

The duplicitous nature of the entire process is reason enough to be suspicious of
its outcome arlld participants. The selection of the casino plan which provides the most
for the future of the city of Pittsburgh is paramount. Should Isle of Capri not be granted
the license it will only underscore the ineptitude and corruption of this government at
both the state |and local levels. IfIsle of Capri were awarded the license, however, the
opposite would be the case.

I, Cj"af 19-_9- Syaf-lf verify that the information contained in this written
comment is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.
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1 am writing to support Isle of Capri’s application for the Pittsburgh slots license. In my
view, the pian conceived by Isle of Capri and Pittsburgh First is absolutely the best for
our city and our region.

I came to Plttsburgh in 1984 as an 18-year-old hockey player from Montreal with a very
limited cornmand of English. Since that time, I have grown to love the city and made it
my home. My four children were born here, we are raising our family here, my charitable
foundation is|based here, and, although I am not a native, my roots in Pittsburgh run
deep.

R T RFERTE Ve A e mE L e

T was fortunate tobea part of two Stanley Cup champlonshlp feams with the Pittsburgh
Penguins and have my number retired by the organization. In the midst of the team’s
bankruptcy in 1999, I helped assemble a group of investors that bought the team and kept
it in Plttsburg'h during a tenuous financial period. The goal always has been to keep the
Penguins here for the long term, and that is not affected by our recent decision to put the
team up for sale and find new ownership. The Penguins are part of Plttsburgh and they
belong here.

Since gaining ownership of the team in September, 1999, we have worked passionately —
and spent millions of dollars — in an effort to get a new multi-purpose arena that would, in
fact, solidify]the Penguins’ future. Despite our best efforts, however, we have been
unable to achieve our goal. The arrival of gaming presented one last opportunity to
succeed in our arena quest before the team’s lease expires in 2007. Accordingly, we
spoke with multlple gaming companies about this unique and exciting sequence of
possibilities.

Isle of Capri, above all others, stepped forward. As you know, Isle of Capri has
committed $290 million to fully fund construction of a new multi-purpose arena for
Pittsburgh ifjit wins the local slots license. Moreover, it will write a check for $290
million within 90 days of receiving the license - and that funding has been approved and
underwritten by one of the largest banks in the world, CIBC. Accordingly, the city and
region will n'ot have to worry about bonding or debt payments, or even about the relative
success of the casino over 30 years. Everyone from the Governor of Pennsylvania to the
Allegheny County Executive to the Mayor of Pittsburgh has talked about the importance
of a new areha in Pittsburgh, but only with the Isle of Capri plan are we assured that the

: |
arena is a done deal.

Beyond that, however, there are clear and immense advantages for Pittsburgh and
Pennsylvama if Isle of Capri gets the license. One of the other partners in the Pittsburgh
First collation is Nationwide Realty Development, and Nationwide is a significant
component 6f this $1 billion-plus development project. With a new casino as the crown
jewel and a lnew arena as the catalyst, the project also will feature a $350 million

[



redevelopmenlt of the Lower Hill District and Uptown, enabling us to revitalize and re-
energize an area of our city that has been neglected for far too long.

Plans call for the new arena to be built on land across from the current Mellon Arena,
between Centre and Fifth Avenues, bordering Washington Place. Once the new arena is
ready, the current Arena will be demolished, opening a 28-acre parcel of land for a truly
magnificent redevelopment opportunity on the edge of our downtown -- an urban
opportunity unique in 21% century America.

As the Reverend James Simms, a Hill District resident and chairman of the Board of
Advisors for Plttsburgh First, has said, “Fifty years ago we tore down a neighborhood to
build an arena. Now, we can tear down and arena and build a neighborhood.”

~Working 1 w1th community leaders, Nationwide will spearhead the construction of a wide _
range of housmg, retail, office space and core community needs (such as a grocery store
for the remdeﬁts of the Hill and Uptown). Nationwide has overseen numerous successful
development |pr01ects in the Pittsburgh region, including those at the Homestead
Waterfront, the South Side and the North Side, and it also has gained many accolades for
its spectaculaIr arena district” development plan around the new multi-purpose arena in
Columbus, Oh10

In addition, Iisle of Capri will pledge $1 million annually, over the course of 30 years, to a
Hill District commumty fund.

As you know, one of the main goals of Pennsylvania’s gaming legislation is to provide
property tax relief for our citizens. For the record, Isle of Capri’s revenue projections are
consistent thh those established by the independent consultant hired by the state and are,
therefore, based in reality. One revenue advantage that may have been overlooked,
however, is the unusual opportumty created by having a multi-purpose arena situated in
close proximity to the casino. The Penguins play 43 home games each season and, even
in 2005-06, \lvhen the team was in last place, averaged almost 16,000 fans per game. A
number of concerts and other events at the arena during any calendar year will draw in
excess of 10000 patrons and often as many as 17,000. Simply by having that many

~ patrons, out for a night of entertainment, so close to the casino, is afantastic marketing
opportunity and is bound to have a positive effect on the bottom line. So when you
consider the need for revenue to provide property tax relief, I ask that you take this
underpubllc1zed casino-arena synergy into account.

All three Pittsburgh slots applicants have done their homework and should be
commended|for their efforts. However, it is clear to me that one proposal stands above all
the others i in its benefits for our city and our region. Isle of Capri has pledged to make a
massive findncial commitment that will have wide-ranging effects for decades in
Pittsburgh ahd Western Pennsylvania. They deserve you approval.
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‘Gaming Control Board iR,

Pennsylvania

WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE

EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot
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See

p- <




Comments: Page|2 (continued)

To: The Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board
From: Dow Malnati

Re: Slots License

Date: 21 May 2006

F write you as a concerned citizen, one who (with my husband), selected
Pittsburgh as|a retirement destination — because of the many cultural and sporting events
offered here.| We bought a home in Wexford, for its easy access to the city, and currently
s i ws— AriVE t0 Pittsburgh 3.-5 times a week to attend a game and/or an-event in the cultural —=r==stsee
district.
- We have always been fans of the Pirates, Penguins and Steelers, which is what
initially let tc our interest in moving here permanently upon retirement. However,
shortly after bur arrival here in 1998, we were worried that the city would lose our
beloved Pirates. Thankfully an ownership group saved the team and a beautiful new
ballpark was|opened.

Now we are worried about the loss of the Penguins. And that would not only be a
huge disappointment for us, but would be a major loss for the entire city. Obviously a
new arena isjvital to the team. The Isle of Capri offers that, and more.

The location for the Isle of Capri Casino is the option that would be best for the
city as a whle. Station Square does not need more development. It is already attractive,
and access 1sI limited. The North Shore is being developed, and continues to attract new
business. The area of the city that would most benefit from further development is the
area near the - present Mellon Arena. Many groups and individuals are working on plans
to revitalize the downtown area to attract new residents and businesses, and building a
Casino near the city center would contribute to that revitalization.

I hope for the sake of our team and our city, that you will choose the Isle of Capri
as the group|to receive the slots license.

Thank you for your consideration of our thoughts and concerns.

If)cws; and Bob Maiﬁati

L Aow) Matne A verify that the information contained in this written
comment is true and correct to the best of my knoufledge and belief.
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JOSEPH F. LAGANA

Office of the Clerk May 21, 2006
PA Gaming Control Board

PO BOX 69060

Harrisburg, PA 17106

" To whom'it may concerfi: T T e A

I am a life long, tax paying homeowner living in Downtown Pittsburgh. I am extremely
interested in the three casino proposals. After careful review of the proposals, I have
concluded that Pittsburgh First, the Alliance of the Isle of Capri Casinos, Pittsburgh
Penguins, and Nationwide Realty Investors holds the most promise for the future of the
Pittsburgh Reglon

It has the best location and the potential to connect the Lower Hill District to the Central
Business Dlstnct, Cultural District and The Strip. The synergy from that connectivity can
serve as a tremendous economic engine for housing and business development creating a
stronger tax base and a new, exciting and vibrant neighborhood. It will rid the City of a
fifty year bartier between the Lower Hill and the Downtown area.

I am excited about the notion that Pittsburgh First has the support and commitment of the
Plttsburgh Pengums in the Alliance. The Alliance has found a creative way to keep the
Penguins in Plttsburgh while not relying on tax dollars for the construction of the new
arena.

I am hopefulthat you will look with favor upon the Pittsburgh First proposal because lt
was determinied-tobe the best by the Pittsburgh-Gaming Task force: : -

incerely,

oseph F Lagana
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Mayor Municipality of PENN HILLS
Anthony L. Deluca

A HOME RULE COMMUNITY

Council
Sara Jayne Kuhn,
Deputy Mayor
Yonne Lamanna
Dr. L.LaVon Kincaid, Sr.
Debra Costa
Controller
Beverly E. Scott

May 22, 2006

Office of the Clerk
Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board

POB 69060 - - g ¥
Harnisburg PA 17106

RE:  Resolution|of Support
Municipality of Penn Hills i

Dear Sir or Madam:

r 3 2 LB r, Lo F.9 F: ‘~!_
1 request that the attached Rcsolut:ou adopted by the Council of the Municipality of Perin Hills at a duly convened «

meeting, be made part of thlc public input hearing record and considered by the Pcnnsylvanla Gaming Control Board prior
to awarding licenses for slot operators.

Thank you for your consideration. Should you have any questions, please fecl free to contact me.

Sincerely,

2 A PELLE

Marla P. Marcinko
Municipal Manager

\.

MPM/

¢ Pittsburgh First
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MUNICIPALITY OF PENN HILLS

Resclution No. 2006 - _q30

RESOLUTION OF THE MUNICIPALITY OF PENN HILLS, COUNTY OF

ALLEGHENY COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVAN!IA, EXPRESSING  ITS
SUPPORT FOR THE ALLOCATION OF A CATEGORY 2 GAMING LICENSE

TO| THE ISLE OF CAPRI CASINO, INC,, AND THE PITTSBURGH FIRST
PLAN.

applicént
should b
economy;

Casino,

WHEREAS, one Category 2 Gaming License will be awarded to an
for the City of Pittsburgh by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board and

e:I contingent on the best pian for Plttsburgh taxpayers and the region’s
»land,

WHEREAS, Pittsburgh First is an alliance among the lIsle of Capri
Inc., Nationwide Realty Investors, Inc,, the Pittsburgh Penguins and the

community; and,

WHEREAS, the Pittsburgh First--Isle of Capri Casino, inc., development

plan is the only plan that will privately fund the construction of a new multi-purpose

arena, re
tax rolls
and,

City of Pi

develop the current 28 acre Mellon Arena site placing this property back on the

and will building a first-class entertainment complex with 3,000 slot machines;

WHEREAS, while there is a need for a new multi-purpose arena in the
tsburgh, no taxpayer dollars should be allocated to pay for the construction of

such an drena.

overwhel

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council
I*ning!y support the allocation of a Category 2 Gaming License to the Isle of

Capri Ca}sino Inc. and the Pittsburgh First Plan. FURTHER, that a copy of this
Resolution be forwarded to the Isle of Capri Casino, Inc., the City of Pittsburgh, the
County of Allegheny and the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board

-« THIS RESOLUTION APPROVED AND ADOPTED BY THE MAYOR

AND COUNCIL OF THE MUNICIPALITY OF PENN HILLS ON THIS 15™ DAY OF
MAY, A.D., 2008.

Artilhony
Mayor

05/15/08
. DebLuca Date

A B 05/15/06

Marla F’{
Manager

SEAL

Marcinko, Date



Pennsylvania
_;Gaming'(;-ontr_ol Board

WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and

considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot
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COMMENTS;:| (Please use second page if more space is required)
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Comments: Page 2 (continued)

To Whom It May Concern:

My name is Lee Nizan and I will be entering my senior year at Robert Morris
University this fall. I am well on my way to a career in actuarial science, having aiready
passed two actuarial exams and obtaining a summer internship this year in downtown
Pittsburgh with a large consulting firm. Upon graduating, 1 will have many different
career options from which to choose, both here in Pittsburgh and in other cities around
the world. Many young people are moving out of Pittsburgh, and I often wonder 1f 1 will
follow suit. Ihave a number of reasons why I might move away, but I can assure you
that if the Pltlsburgh Pengums are forced to move, it will be at the top of my list, as well

R e R L -

T4 T T

as the lists of many ‘other young Piftsburghers. It is or this reason that 1 support, and
urge the Gammg Contro! Board to support, the Pittsburgh First plan and the Isle of Capri.
Although 1 anl1 admittedly not an expert on these plans, in my opinion the Pittsburgh First
plan gives the most back to the city of Pittsburgh. Redeveloping the Hill District and
building a mullltl purpose arena to attract performers and tourists would be a huge step
toward making Pittsburgh a city that young people would be proud to call home. Many
politicians and other leaders constantly question why young Pittsburghers are leaving in
large numbers If the best interests of the city of Pittsburgh and its citizens are placed
behind other people s best interests, then there will be no need for speculation. The
young people of Pittsburgh will simply move to a city that places the best interests of its
citizens and c1ty above all else. Once again, I implore that you put the young people of
Pittsburgh ﬁrst and choose the Pittsburgh First plan and the Isle of Capri. Thank you for
your time and consideration.

yﬁb ﬁlk‘—" verify that the information contained in this written

comn?ent IS true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.

|
!




k]

Pennsylvania
Gaming Control Board

EVID

WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE

ENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

[ request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and

considered by
operators:

Name: C l"

the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot
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WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT
HEARINGS

I request thatjthe following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvama Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for
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Comments: Page 2 (continued)
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FRANK LaGROTTA, MEMBER

COMMITTEES

TOURISM & RECREATIONAL DEVELQPM
CHAIRMAN

AGRICULTURE & RURAL AFFAIRS
MEMBER

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISS
INTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS ADVIS

Far £
gﬂUUEB Hf gRBprBEBntattﬁBE PACSEITIIEEESUCATIONAL FACILITIES

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA PAAI?J(;‘I?ELTI'TVE CHILDREN'S CAUCUS
HARRISBURG PA LEGISLATIVE PRO-LIFE CAUCUS
PA STATE PUBLIC SCHOOL BLILDING

AUTHORITY
PENN STATE CAUGUS
i May 8, 2006 LEGISLATIVE FIREFIGHTERS AND
: 15 Ao ko , EMERGENCY SERVICES CAUCUS
R I | y * SPORTSMEN'S CAUCUS
. : i e ®og M +

Tad Decker, Chairman % 5 . . _ _
PA-Gaming-Control Board © *~* e 1 e W
5™ Floor, Verizon Tower

Strawberry Square . «
Harrisburg, PA 17101

{
‘t e A’
- Dear Chairman Decker: A

As a representative of-the Commonwealth who calls western Pennsylvania my home, 1
wish to share my opinion with you regarding the award of the'pending Pittsburgh gaming
‘license. [ appreciate the opportunity to submit this letter as written testimony to be entered into
the evidentiary record along with the many others who have submitted written comments.

t

When Pennsylvania was investigating the impacts of gaming in order (o write appropriate
legislation, the Commonwealth sought advice from Innovation Group, the largest and most
active firm performing gaming market analyses in the United States. Over the last 14 years,
Innovation Group compiled data to fund over $40 billion of projects and their clients, including
foreign governments, state governments and municipalities around the globe. The data prepared
for the Commonwealth was thoroughly scrutinized by a number of state agencies, universities,
independent economists and the media. The forecasts prepared by the Innovation Group

withstood the scrutiny and were accepted by all parties as t the gaming outlook for the
" ‘Commonwedlth," == ~romete s e

In Pittsburgh, there has been a great deal of discussion related to the size of the gaming
market with some numbers ranging 50 percent higher than Innovation Group estimates. [
understand that gaming revenue forecasts are not an exact science; however, I find it difficult to
belicve that our Commonwealth could underestimate the market size of Pittsburgh by 50 percent.

Given the quality of the three Pittsburgh gaming operators, it is obvious to me that no one
casino development will generate significantly more gaming revenue than another. | have
examined the proposals before you, and I believe that the actual revenues may be best
determined by site access because gaming patrons demand easy access. The Isle of Capri
proposal offers the best access and thercfore provides the best proposal for Pittsburgh.
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The Isle of Capri plan offers the additional benefits of $290 million for construction of a
new arena, which will keep the Penguins in Pittsburgh and will redevelop the Uptown and Hill
Districts. The opportunity for our region to build a new arena without debt or public funds in
addition to reviving a struggling area of Pittsburgh remains a top priority for me.

1 ask the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board to grant the Pittsburgh gaming license to
Isle of Capri Casinos, Inc.

Thank you for your kind consideration.

Sincerely,

FRANK LaGROTTA, MEMBER
House of Representatives
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March 6, 2006

* Tad Decker, Chairman

PA Gaming Control Board
P.O. Box 69060

Harrisburg, PA  17106-9060

Dear Chairman Decker:

Although I will not be presenting oral testimony at the Gaming Control Board’s
public hearings in Pittsburgh on April 19lh and 20", 2006, 1 would like to take this
opportunity to submit written comments m support of the apphcatlon submltted by Isle of
Capri Casmos Inc. : 5, g . i o ,

Of the apphcanons for the Category 2 casino license in thé cnty of Plttsburgh only
the proposal submitted by the gaming partner of the Pittsburgh Penguins, Isle of Capri
Casinos, Inc., a Biloxi, Mississippi company, has publicly committed funding that will
directly benefit the city. Overall, this application offers the best casino gambling option
for our city, our region, and our taxpayers for a number of reasons.

First, as you know, the granting of the casino license to Isle of Capri Casinos, Inc.
will directly result in the construction of a new $290 million arena for the Pittsburgh
Penguins hockey team, with 116 state or local tax dollars required. Instead of tax dollars,
the gaming revenue resulting from this casino license will be used to ensure that
Pittsburgh remains the home of the Pittsburgh Penguins by creating a multi-purpose
arena. With the Gaming Control Board estimating that the Category 2 licensee in
Pittsburgh will take in between $450 million and $650 million per year, any selected
licensee should commit some of these revenues to the community. Only Isle of Capri
Casinos, Inc. has made such a commitment, by partnering with the Pittsburgh Penguins.

Second, Isle of Capri Casinos, Inc. has committed to community revitalization
and economic development in its selected location. This proposal is an economic
1mpetus for the revitalization of the city of Pittsburgh’s Hill District — a revitalization that
will occur at no cost to the taxpayers. The Penguins and Isle of Capri Casinos, Inc. have
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Tad Decker, Chairman

PA Gaming Control Board
March 9, 2006

pledged to return to the community any profits earned as a result of the proposed

$400 million community redevelopment of the lower Hill District by Nationwide Realty
Investors of Columbus, Ohio. These profits are in addition to the $1 million per year that
the Isle of Capri has promised to donate for community development from casino profits.

And third, the geographic location selected by Isle of Capri Casinos, Inc. is
accessible and will not require taxpayer funded infrastructure improvements to maintain
accessibility. With an expected draw of over six million visitors a year, ten times the
number of people who attend a Steelers football game over the course of a year, the
Category 2 licensee’s facility will be an integral part of the city. Because of the existing
transportation network in this section of the city, the location of the Isle of Capri’s casino
in the Hill District is the preferable location when compared to.the other sites in the city.

Pittsburgh and the entire region will benefit from the proposed investment by the
Isle of Capri Casinos, Inc. The investment will occur in a location where economic
development efforts and new job creation are vital and sorely needed. Through this
economic development, needed revenues will be generated that will help the city of
Pittsburgh emerge from the current fiscal crisis and will ensure that the city of Pittsburgh
is once again an economic hub for the region. The proposal put forth by Isle of Capri
Casinos, Inc., in conjunction with the Pittsburgh Penguins, is a win-win situation for both
the City of Plttsburgh and for the region as a whole.

As the Gaming Control Board evaluates the applications for the Category 2
license in the city of Pittsburgh, I would urge that it take into account not only the
financial feasibility of the proposal, but select the proposal that will provide the best
benefit for the city and the region as a whole. The Isle of Capri Casinos application
offers the best option for the city and our region, as well as the Commonwealth.

1 appreciate the Board’s consideration of my comments as it works to select the
Category 2 licensee for the city of Pittsburgh. If you have any questions on my

comments please call.
« At S ol ¥ = & = &

ely,

ANE CLARE ORIE
tate Senator
0™ Senatorial District

JCO/mmh

ce. Dan Stambaugh, Liaison
PA Gaming Control Board
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Pennsylvania 3
Gaming Com‘rol Board 5!'

WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT
HEARINGS

I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered.by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to.awarding licenses for:  w— =
slots operators: '

Name: Michele Rone Cooper

Address:
Telephon

Organization, if any

Employer: Pittsburgh Mercy Health System

COMMENTS: (Please use reverse side if more space is required)



Comments: Page 2 (continued)
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1, Wichele: k. cooDerverify that the information contained in this written

comment is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.

Vice President
Planning/Marketing/Healthy Communities
Pittsburgh Mercy Health System
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~ i Kenneth A, Eshak
: President and Chief Executive Officer

April 17, 2006 - L

- : Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board L
T PO Box 69060 o TS
e Harrishurg, PA 17106-9060 '

- Dear Members of the Gaming Control Board: ; . TR
Thank you for this opportumty to prov1de input regardmg the selection of.an organization. too...*,_;
"1 estabhsh gaming in the' City of Pittsbiirgh. The Mercy. Hospltal of Pittsburgh has specific . :

S

Py intérest in your selection. Mercy Hospital is located in the Uptown commumty on 1400~

i T e Locust Street. Uptown is the proposéd Iocation of the casino by the Isle of Capn in”¥ e -
~ @ Mercy * conjunction with the Pittsburgh Penguins, and Pittsburgh First, a community based i -
ST  organization that will guide spin-off development in the Hill District. and Uptown E

<o We believe it is important that the Gaming Control Board understand the 1mpact of the Isle
L of Capri proposal-on Mercy Hospital, and the positive manner in which the Isle of Capri has
" A attempted to address our concerns. Mercy Hospital employs over 3,100 employees, and
: L provides medical care for over 21,000 inpatients, 44,000 emergency patients, and 177,000
B S . .. - outpatients per year. We currently lease 800 parking spaces on the Melody Tent site adjacent
el see W oanerhw] < to the Mellon Arena for use by our employees. Within two years, the Isle of Capri proposal
P ah BORF = E would elmnnate these spaces, potentially creating a hardship for our employees and for our
_ 1, b _,_1; -‘_:_-I i. operations, We are also concerned about the disruption to operations and the case of travel to

- zTrour facility for our employees and patients during construction and Iater during full operatlon
+ of the casino. :

We are, however, pleased with the proactive manner in which Isle of Capri has discussed our =
concerns. We have met several times with Isle of Capri officials, and they are working w1th

B L us to address the implications of their proposal on Mercy Hospital, our employees, and
S W e sy . - patients. Through their interaction-with the Sports.and Exhibition Authority, they have
Y ;‘ ;1 assured us that that we will have adj acent parking to replace the Melody_Tent parking for,18.. _
. mofths to prowde ample i€ for Mercy 1o évaluate and develop alternatwc parkmg Isle of g
~. Capri has asked- Mercy to collaborate with- them to provide health care services for their M:“ J
" employeds and casino guests. The management has outlined several initiatives to address oy
gambitng addiction, including working with Mercy Behavioral Health to train Iste staff to
recognize the signs of addiction. We are encouraged by these initial signs that the Isle of
Capri fully appreciates the impact of-a casino on the community, and that they intend to be a
good neighbor to Uptown and Hill ‘“I')is'tr'ic”t businesses and residents.

i President and CEO




43R0 DISTRICT

JAY COSTA

Senate of Pennsyluania

April 11, 2006

The Honorable Tad Decker, Chairman
Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board
PO Box 69060

Harrisburg, PA 17106-9060

Dear Chairman Decker,

COMMITTEES

JUDICLARY, DEMOGCRATIC CHAIRRMAN
PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE
TRANSPORTATION

POLICY

INDUSTRIAL RESOURCE CENTER STRATEGIC
ADVISORY BOARD

LEGISLATIVE BUDKGET AND FINAMNCE COMMITTE
PENNSYLYANIA COMMISSION ON SENTENCING

PENNSYLVANIA COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
BANK OPERATIONS COMMITTEE

PUBLIC EMPLOYEE RETIREMENT COMMISSION

. Please find enclosed my remarks to be part of the record created from the public hearings
that will occur in the City of Pittsburgh on April 18, 19 and May 10, 2006. | submit these
remarks as testimony to be included for the consideration of the Board for its decision in siting a
Class 1 or Class 2 gaming facility in or around the City of Pittsburgh, Allegheny County. -

" Thank you for including these remark and as always, if you or any of the members of the
Board require additional mformatlon please feel free to contact me at your convenience.

PR
RS

Sincerely,
y {osta
y 43" Shatbrial District
JC:RJ
enclosure

Ce: Members of the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board

[




Senator Jay Costa
43" State Senatorial District
Testimony to the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board
April 11, 2006

Chairman Decker and members of the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board, 1 respectfully
submit the following testimony for your consideration regarding the award of a license to operate

a Class! or Class 2 gaming facility in the City of Pittsburgh, Allegheny County, Pennsylvania.

-—

As you are keenly aware, the award of a license for the operation of a gaming facility in or
=T o e A —_ = - : : - =

L

around the City of Pittsburgh, Allegheny County presents a “once in a lifetime opportunity.”
The careful review of all plans submitted will require detailed attention to maximize the

economic benefit to the residents of the city and county as well as to the governing bodies who

-

will benefit from increased revenues generated from gaming proceeds. Additionally, the siting
of a facility must carefully consider criteria as varied as the case of ingress and egress to the
gaming facility, the potential effect on the businesses that currently operate and the effect on the

composition of the surrounding community.

Over the last several years, city planners and private developers have done an excellent job of

-~ .utilizing various portions of the city for specific purposes that individually enhance the dynamic .

culture of the city while synergistically sustaining each other in the whole. For instance, the city
has developed unique shopping areas, theater districts, sports venues and vibrant residential
communities. Misplacing the siting of a gaming facility could upset the careful balance that is ‘

required to keep these enterprises moving efficiently.




One of the areas of the city that has not undergone the rapid redevelopment experienced by the
city in its downtown, southside and north shore is the lower hill district of the City of Pittsburgh
that lies in and around the current Civic Arena. It is my opinion that this area is ripe for
redevelopment and would make an excellent site for the location of a gaming facility in the City

t of Pittsburgh.

At this time, only one applicant has proposed a plan that provid&s for the redevelopment of that

=—-M¢_w - ua-—,_ -

_,‘ area;the Isle of Capri. The Islé S of Capn apphcat1on fora gaming g license has’ gone far and == —~
above any other applicant’s proposa! for several reasons. First, the Isle of Capri has already

pledged its private funds—not part of the gaming revenue already dedicated to state or local
governments—to the construction of a new arena in the City of Pittsburgh that would be the

home of the National Hockey League Pittsburgh Penguins. It is vital to the economy and to the

sense of civic pride of the city and region that the Penguins remain in Pittsburgh. The

construction of a new arena guarantees that objective,

2

More importantly, the construction of a new arena in the City of Pittsburgh produces immediate

employment opportumtles in the construction and building trades over and above those that

. | et
e """’b— . o——— i

PR = ..-l-

o would be attendant to thc construction of a gamin g fac:llty on its own. The continuing economic
benefits of a new arena would continue as the site would enhance Pittsburgh’s ability to host

! premier entertainment and sporting events that require a smaller facility such as NCAA

l tournaments, Ringling Brothers Circus, Ice Capades and concerts to name several examples.




Further, the Isle of Capri application provides more than just the construction of a new sports
arena. It also includes a comprehensive plan for the redevelopment of the lower Hill District in
the city of Pittsburgh promising additional retail and residential mixed-use communitics that
have been popular in other parts of the city but which have not reached this section to this point.
The tedevelopment of this area would be highly beneficial as it would provide a badly needed

economic “shot in the arm” to a part of the city that has not presently experienced the resurgence

of other nelghborhoods

e w

i}

i . oA e

The siting of a gaming facility in this area of the city will also lﬂ(ély maximize the ease of
ingress and egress to the facility and the surrounding redeveloped area as well. The site would
place the gaming facility at an area that is easily reached from all parts of the city and
surrounding community by an interstate connector (1-579). The siting would also find itself on
major bus and commuter routes easing access to work for the many individuals who will find

employment at the gaming facility, arena and proposed surrounding business district.

1 would also comment that because the Isle of Capri’s plan calls for the siting of a gaming

facility and redevelopment of a previously untapped part of the city, it will have fewer negative

_.,—-rmb.l-"“h - — el . ame Ay i -

conscqucnces'on those parts of the city that have been deve]oped for different an?umque

purposes. Restaurants that currently exist on the Southside or businesses on the north shore will
not be overtaken by the amenities that will be offered at the Isle of Capri’s location. Rather, each
‘ part of the city will provide a distinct destination that offers the exclusive services the consumer

! desires.

- T

Y



It is my opinion that the Isle of Capri proposal is superior to any other submitted. More
importantly, the Isle of Capri has already established a stellar reputation in the other areas where
it operates. When it makes a pledge to do something, it stands behind it and completes the job.

{ This is highly important when making such an important and consequential decision regarding

the one and only time the Board will have in awarding a gaming license for our area.

1 thank you for the opportunity to provide this written testimony. Best wishes in the important

= " oy

g work that you have efore you' ”

. Senator Jay Costa

43™ Senatorial District

!
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™ . Mr. Tad Decker, Chairman T s gt
p o PA Gaming Control Board ' . o omoas = m

5 PO Box 69060 S
- Harrisburg, PA 17106

RE: PITTSBURGH SLOTS LICENSE

-
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e g & Mr Decker o vow G oy
- - T EeE L 1am writing you today to voice my support for the Isle Of Capri plan to receive

the highly coveted slots license for the Pittsburgh area. This weekend I am marrying a
woman whose entire family (except one brother) resides in the Pittsburgh area. They have
- . embraced me into their family since day one and in turn I have done the same with them

' and the great city of Pittsburgh.

.

Being from the Philadelphia area I was not sure what to expect when | first visited
~ Pittsburgh. I can tell you I'noticed three things right off the bat: 1.) The people were very

i - welcoming 2.) The downtown area could use some work and 3.) This town loves its
sports teams for better or for-worse.

The Isle of Capri plan can help this grea'tteity retain one of its most beloved

A, possessions (the Penguins) as well as revitalize the downtown area with exciting new real
' estate, jobs and standard of living. Amazingly this plan would be able to accomplish the
- aforementioned changes without hitting the tagpayers in th_eir pockets.

e =:Over the past-three years I-have grown to.love the cnty of Pittsburgh for. many. reasons. , B

o " Iconsider Pittsburgh to be my adopted home and 1 want what is best for it and the people -
e T ‘who live in and around it. In-my mind the Isle.of Capri plan is the best solutiontoa. g
T T i’ - disheartening problem. Please do not be responsible for taking away this city's chanceat - ™
o g T a wonderful new beginning on and off the ice and award the slots license to Isle of Capri.
;;‘ i ‘ Best Regards

Justin M. Soss

* _Executive Vice President
KarMar Realty Group, Inc
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WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

| request that the foliowing comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Contrel Board prior to awarding licenses for slot

Qperators: . ,%
Name: Q QS%FL&JH Ve \/me.&

Address:

1AV Ut

Organization, if any: ‘PA H‘OL\ s CJ'-;\ \Q\Q ‘OY‘GZS.?J\/T\T{ ‘\‘l Ve,
Employer: COW'\ /2 AN LY LA]QCLJ‘ ~.Ll/1 O‘[\ P ]\

COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is required)




Comments: Pagc 2 (continued)

L

I, Vnce % VOV ALCAAS  verify that the information Contained in thig writien
comment is truc and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.

o N
4
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COMMITTEES

AGING AND OLDER ABULT SEHVICES,
SUBGONMMITTEE PROGRAME & BEHEFILS

VINCENT A. BIANCUCCI, MEMBER
15TH LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT

. p—

DEFDCHATIC POLICY
HEAL THISARE EXCELLEN{:E AND ACCOUNT AR |
AESPONSE TEAM {HREART)
FitiANCE
LIENIEGH CONTROL, DEMOCHALIL SECRFTAHY
LOCAL GOVERNMENT, MEMBLA,
SUECOMMITTEE ON BOROUGHS

. - CAUCUSES
1 QR
E.EIU]J’.EB ﬂf eprEEBniahﬁBE FIREFIGHIERS AND EMERGENCY SEHVICES CALK
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANILA ITALIAN CALIGUS:
HARRISBURG EOUTHWEST CALIGLS, TRRAGURER

JOINT STATE GOVERNMENT COMMISSION,
MEMBEF, ADVISTAY COMIMTTEE DN THE
CONSUNMER CREDIT CODE

May 31. 2006

Tad Decker, Chairman
Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board
P.0O. Box 69060

Harrisburir, PA 17106-9060

Dear Chairman Decker.

The purpose of this letter is to provide you with my comments regarding the application
{tled by the Isle of Capri for a category 2 gaming license in the City of Piusburgh. Tt is my desire
that my thoughts are included as pari of the evidentiary record. 1 would have preferred to address
you in person, but unfortunately scheduling conflicts prohibited me from attending the local input
hearings held in Pitisburgh, 1 want to express my support for the application filed with you hy the

Isle of Capri for a Catcgory 2 facility in Pittsburgh.

It 15 my belief that the plan presented by the Isle of Capn is an opportunity (0 spur
cconomic development for the entire region of Southwest Pennsylvania. 1 also belicve that the
gaming licens¢ should be used to benefit the public as a whole. Whether one is a slot machine
gambler or nat, all the citizens of this region will benefil from the proposal put forth by the isle of
Capri. The Isle of Capri has promiscd, as part of their gaming application, to privately fund the
construction ol a state-of-the-art multipurpose arena in addiion to a world class casine all while
the Hitl District is redeveloped back into the vibrant neighborhood it was 50 vears ago. Only the
Isle of Capri is proposing to do all of this in onc centralized location and put that forth in their

application they filed on December 28, 2005,

@ PRINTED G REGYCLED PAPER



The awarding of a gaming hicense to one of the three applicanis in Pittsburgh presents 1o
the region a chance for economic development and redevelopment unlike atl any other time in this
region’s history. Only the Isle of Capri in their initial proposal presented a plan to redevelop the
Hill District, provide $290 million dollars for a privately fund arena, and construct a world class

¢asino,

The promise by the Isle of Capri to fully fund the construction of a new nuilti-use arena
will allow the Penguins to continue to call Pittshurgh home in addition to providing a facility for
family shows, world class concerts and world touring events for the long term. This plan is the
only plan that ensurcs a tax dollar free arena. Any public funds used for an arena under any
alernative plan could be used for property tax reduction or other infrastructure improvements

around the region.

1 support the Isle of Capri because | truly believe their first and forcmost gaming priority
in Pennsylvania will be opcrating their facility in Pittsburgh. 1 have looked over the lists of

applicants and have no reason ta believe they have any interest in any other casino in the state.

In conclusion. T again want to state my full support for the proposal presented by the Isle

of Capri. 1thank you for your time and I wish you the best on this crucial decision.

Very truly yours,

Representative Vincert Biancucel
15" House District
Pennsylvania House of Representatives



Pennsylvania
Gaming Control Board

WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

1 request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing rccord and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot

Operators:
tj; W r\/?:_PP W

Name:

Address:

Telephone:
QOrganization, if any:

Employer: Sef\a&_e G’P CP/I[

COMMENTS: (Plcase use second page if more space is required)




Comments: Page 2 (continued)
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X . A .OD [N / - verify that the information contained in this written
comment is true and\ccjrr o the best of my knowledge and belicf.




June 1, 2006

Mr. Tad Decker

Chairman

Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board
P.O. Box 69060

Harrisburg, PA 17106-9060

Dear Chairman Decker,

My name is Senator John Pippy and I currently represent the 37" District within the
Pennsylvania Senate. As the Gaming Board reviews applicants for the stand alone slots facility in
the City of Pittsburgh, I write to express my support for the proposal presented by the Isle of
Capri, and respectfully request that my comments be included as part of the evidentiary record
related to the Category 2 slots license for the City. k

As you know four companies originally applied for the Category 2 casino license. One
applicant (North Shore Gaming LP) has voluntarily withdrawn its application. Of the three
remaining applicants, one in my opinion presents a better proposal for economic development,
job creation, and tourism, promoting diversity and supporting our community than the others.

I believe that the plan presented by the Isle of Capri is superior for several reasons, First,
Isle of Capri has demonstrated their desire to be a good corporate neighbor to our city and region
from the very beginning. As you know, their commitment to fully fund the construction of a new
multi-use arena is included within their gaming application. The Company’s willingness to fund
the construction of a new arena was not urged by any public official, but voluntarily offered in
order to help the region, which was repeatedly told that public assistance dollars were not
available for the project.

This new state-of-the-art arena will add to the attraction of our convention center district
and allow the City to draw national conventions, shows, and events that the small and aging
Mellon Arena currently cannot attract. Developing the Hill District and reconnecting this once

vibrant neighborhood to the City’s downtown area is extremely vital to the City’s economic



viability. This is the only plan that proposes a new arena, a world class casino, and a redeveloped
neighborhood in a single location. The Pittsburgh First coalition formed between the Isle of
Capn, Pittsburgh Penguins, Nationwide Realty Investors, and the community desires to ignite the
largest:redevelopment project in the region’s history while reconnecting two key sections of our
city. Finally, the existing transportation network in and around the Isle of Capri’s chosen location
can easily handle any increased traffic resulting from a casino and the redevelopment. This site’s
accessibility makes it the preferred location when compared to the traffic patterns and problems
in other sections of the City. In the end, taxpayer funded infrastructure improvements will not be
needed.

As the Gaming Board evaluates the applications for a Category 2 facility for Pittsburgh, I
would urge the Board to fully consider the components of each proposal. The Board members
should select the application that provides the best comprehensive benefit to the City, county and
region as a whole. For the reasons stated above, I reiterate my support for the proposal by the Isle
of Capri. Thank you for your time on this matter of importance to the City of Pittsburgh and

surrounding region.




COMMITTEES

JOSEPH F. MARKOSEK, MEMBER

COMMERCE, DEMOCRATIC CHAIRMAN

INTERGOYERNMENTAL AFFAIRS,
SECRETARY

PENNSYLVANIA HIGHER EDUCATION
ASSISTANCE AGENCY (PHEAA)

BOARD MEMDER
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES AUTISM CAUCUS
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA mﬁm:g’g on
HARRISBURG SOUTHWEST CAUCUS

LOW LEVEL WASTE ADVISORY

June 2, 2006

Tad Decker, Chairman
Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board
P.O. Box 69060

-Harrisburg, PA 17106-g060

Dear Chairman Decker:

The purpose of this letter is to provide you with my comments regarding the application
filed by the Isle of Capri. 1would like to have my thoughts included as part of the evidentiary
record related to the Category 2 slots license for Allegheny County. Unfortunately, scheduling
conflicts on April 18 and 19t prohlblted me from attending the local hearmgs held by the
Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board in Plttsburgh

In my view there i one candidate that stands out above the other two applicants. The
Isle of Capri and their voluntary commitment to fund the construction of a new multi-purpose
arena, combined with their documented plan to redevelop the Hill District, is an opportunity of
a lifetime to the citizens of the city, region and state. Their commitment and documented plans
are un ma_tched by the other applicants. )

1 must admit, 1 d6 not envy you for the tough choices you are going to have to make as
this pm(.ess goes forward. But, in my eyes 1 truly believe if one takes into consideration the
plans of all three applicants and considers them on their merits alone you will see that the Isle of
Capri proposal stands out for three reasons. : 5 3

-k 2 - i

Fn‘st as part of their gaming application the Isle of Capri mcluded their commitment to
fully fund the construction of a new multi-use arena which will be given to the county. Secondly,
the Isle of Capri and their partners in the Pittsburgh First coalition have pledged their
commitment to revitalize the Hill District after it has been neglected for half a century. Thirdly,
the location for which the lIsle of Capri chose for the location of their proposed casino is an area
that can handle the additional traffic a casino and revitalized neighborhood will bring.

The Isle of Capri’s commitment to fund the construction of a multi-purpose arena will
allow our city the opportunity to continue as the permanent home to the Pittsburgh Penguins,
and to host world class shows and concerts. As tourism in the city continues to grow from a
result of the renovated convention center a new arena will only further this process creating new
opportunitics for the city to host events that will not currently come to the aging Mellon Arena.
The pledge from the Isle of Capri will not require public dollars for a new multi-use arena,
allowing these precious tax dollars to be used elsewhere across the county on pmjects of dire
need.



T
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'Ihe location chosen by the Isle of Capri already sits along major bus and commuter
routes easing the access for many of the patrons wishing to visit this destination. The existing
roads and public transportation can readily handle the increased usage that the casino and
redevelopment will add.

in conclusion, I feel that the Isle of Capri has presented a plan that cannot be passed up.
Their commitment to redevelop a once prominent neighborhood by reconnecting the Hill
District to downtown in addition to providing a privately funded state-of-the-art arena and
world class gaming casino is exactly what our city needs as we try and emerge from financial
hardship.

1 “'rant to thank you for allowing me to provide you with my comments. 1hope that the
Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board will take them under con51derat10n when determining the
award of the Pittsburgh gaming license.

Sincerely,

MM

Joseph F. Markosek
! State Representative
: 25th Legislative District

JEM/if
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Pennsylvania
Gaming Control Board

WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
ElVI_DENTIA'RY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

[ request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenscs for slot
Opcralors':

Name; _j—D-..Sé.p” /-— Mﬂ@/CGSC','?C.

Address:

Organizatillon, if any:

Employer:, /7/4 HMOUSC o7 A/}fff tndfaSe “ve

COM MEi\‘TS: {(Pleasc usc second page if more space is required)
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Comments: Pagce 2 (continued)

-
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,_ d ) -F . : H
1, J&S"/_@YM S Y verify that the information contained in this written
comment is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and beticf.

M aikosge
) )




~ Pennsylvania
‘GamingControl Board

- WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

[ request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot
operators!

Name: }nﬁﬁ C

GEE@ELy

Address:

Telephon:

Organizatiilan, if any:

!
: .
Employer: /L/DM Se. OP EJ iﬂ e Sepm _/'o\_f//; Ye S

COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is required)

- e



Comments: Page 2 (continucd)

L IAEC. (G EF Gl L?verify that the information contained in this written
comment is true and correct to the best 6f my knowledge and belief.




- . o Y a
MARC J. GERGELY, MEMBER }4!' } : RO - j ;"‘_} ) } { |COMMITTEES
35TH LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT ok g v T i e 2 iy g

FINANCE

i . o e GAME & FISHERIES
g & o8 DEMOCRATIC SECRETARY
Y i -LABOR RELATIONS
- DEMOGRATIG POLICY
g m PROFESSIONAL LICENSURE
. a‘f’"’s *
P f y’&“ - “g ALLEGHENY COUNTY
DEMOCRATIC DELEGATION,
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYI:VANIA =
e HA‘PR'IS‘EURG el s miﬁumeasew
_*'_:.5:' s i__ii i ii\g" l'ﬁ_{;.‘.i ‘. i E{"i‘t LI"

June 1, 2006

Tad Deécker, Chairman
Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board
P.O. Box 69060

Harrisburg, PA 17106-9060

Dear C;'hairman Decker:
! My purpose in writing to you today is to have my thoughts included as part of the
evidentiary record related to the Category 2 slots license for Allegheny County. Scheduling
confliéts prohibited me from attending the local hearings in Pittsburgh, but I would like to take
this time to submit writlen comments in support of the application filed by the Isle of Capri.

My name is Representative Marc Gergely and I am a resident of Allegheny County. 1
currently represent the 35™ Legislative District in the Pennsylvania State Housc of
chrcéentatwcs I write 10 you to express my unequivocal support for the proposal presented by
the Islc of Capri. This is the plan that is the best for city, county and region as a whole.

~ As you know three applicants have applied for the Category 2 casino license for the City
of Pitisburgh. Of the three applicants, one stands out above the others. The Isle of Capri and
their voluntary commuiiment to the citizens of the city, region and state is unmatched by the other
applicants. The Isle of Capri plan stands out for three basic reasons their commitment to fully
fund l!lC construction of a new multi-use arena which will be given to the county, their
commitment to the revitalization of an arena neglected for a half century.and their choice 1o
locate their casino in an arca that is not already an overcrowded traffic nightmare,

The Pittsburgh First coalition formed by Isle of Capri, Pittsburgh Penguins, Nationwide
Realty Investors, and the community has presented a plan that would revitalize an area that has
been negleclcd for far to long. The Hill Disirict has not been the beneficiary of redevelopment
as<;1slancc dollars that have been afforded to other sections of the city and region — and there is no
reason to think that after years of being passed over any money will be allocated to this section of
the city anytime soon. What the Pittsburgh First coalition is willing to do is unprecedented
without local, county or state aid, this area can again become a vibrant community creating job
for those who need them the most and tax revenues for a city trying 10 emerge from iis own
financial distress. 1f you need further proof of what can be done in arca the size of the 28 acres
currcntly home to the Mellon Arena, I point you to what Nationwide Realty did when they
redcveioped the Arena District in Columbus, Ohio. One trip to the Arena District in Columbus
will make you realize why we need this redevelopment in Pittsburgh,



! Additionally, the Isle of Capri’s commitment to privately fund $290 million dollars for
the construction of multi-use arena will allow our city the opportunity to continue as the
permanfent home to the Pittsburgh Penguins, and to host world class traveling shows and concerts,
and-will create new opportunities for the city to host events that will not currently come to the
aging Mellon Arena. Furthermore, the pledge from the Isle of Capri will not require
redevelopment assistance dollars for a new multi-use arena. Rather, these dollars will be
avdilablé to be spent clsewhere across the county on projects of dire need. This county and
region has alrcady pledged too many tax dollars to the development of the sports stadiums on the
North Shore We can not afford to pledge any further dollars.

The location chosen by the Isle of Capri is easily accessible for all parts of the city by the
mterstate connector I-576. This location already sits along major bus and commuter routes easing
the access for many of the patrons wishing to visit this destination. During the Penguins hockey
season lhlS area already successfully accommodates 17,000 people who all come and go in an
hour span The existing roads and public transportation can readily handle the increased usage

-

that the casino and redevelopment will add. - ¢ =
. 4
In conclusion, I feel that the Isle of Capri has presented a plan for the city that is a once in
a lifetime chance to redevelop a once prominent neighborhood by reconnecting the Hill District to
downtown in addition to providing the city, county and region with a privately funded state of the
an arena and casino. It is my hope that the Board considers all aspects of the each applicant’s
comprchcnswc plan and how thcir plan as a whole affects all the residents of our region.

. -

Representative Marc Gergely
State Representative
35™ House District
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Pennsylvania ¥
Gaming Contiol Board KRy«

WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot
opcerators:

Name: ng /” /M@C{i

Address;

'Telephone:

Organiza:tion, if any:

Emp]oye:‘r: /(Mjg/’z:v( 7 S £ }/’k)f I/ @/{I’f‘ 7o /ch._f

COMMENTS: (Pleasc usc sccond page if more space is required)



Comments: Page 2 (continued)

1, S’em M. Rampiky verify that the information contained in this written
comment is true and con'ect to the best of my knowledge and belicf,

SLrmpet




. RAMALEY, MEMBER

COMMITTEES:

LABOR AELATIONS

LOCAL GOVERNMENT,
SUBCOMMITTEE ON BOROUGH

PROFESSIONAL LICENSURE

STATE GOVERNMENT,
MINORITY SECRETARY

DEMUCRATIC POLICY

SCUTHWEST DEMOCRATIC CALI

House of Representatives LLEGHENY GONTY

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA PEMOGRATIC DBLEGATION
HARRISBURG _ FIREFIGHTER AND EMERGENCY
SERVICES CAUCUS
- May 12, 2006
Tad Decke:r, Chairman
Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board
e B P.O. Box 69060 .
T "™ Harrisburg; PA 17106-9060 ¢ = B

i
I
Dear Chairman Decker:
l

[ am writing today to express my supphrt for the proposal | fecl best benefits my
constituents and the.entire Dittsburgh region.;_ﬂat.pz;o_posal.is the one proposed by the.Isle of .
AL T FATL wen ;I;,_-.-;-.. B LR R LS R R -_:;sn‘-if ATt e . -_l:-- R A e [

Capry,. | respectfully. request that .the.commf:n_ts contained.in this_!gtter.be..included-_as,-pmj of the
O I i I D | AR E I S LIPS e U

g\_;_id;._:ntiz}r,y. record _rel‘at_e_d to.the Catepory: 2 slots license for.the City of Pittsburgh, ... -,
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I appreciate all three applicants’ interest in coming to the City of Plttsbmbh Based upon
the information made available by the three applicants. 1 believe that the plan presented by the
Isle of Capri stands out as the best for our region, . .

I

R o e Thc Islc of Capri is the. nnly d}J}'\ll{ ant that has been’ has committed from the very
P SRR SO § B I
beginning to gmng the c;tv what it has Ion@, nccded dS we further dcvelop our convention center

and dnwntown districts, The Islc of Capn hab vo!untccrcd to fully fund the construction of new
TR

multi- purpose arena and revitalize a neighborhood thal has been strugglmg fornearly a half

century. A new xtate-of-thc-art arend will add. to thc attractlon of our convcntlon ccnter dtstnct

,l 'L,‘ -y {
and allow the city to draw n.ltlonal conventions,’ shows acts and events that the limited and aging

'Mcl]on Areha carr n,ntly, cannot.attract,, Fur‘hen‘nore the lsle oi Capn S COmmltmcnt to
chwctopmg th(. I-Jlll District and rcconnectlng thls nei bhhorhood to, the c:lty s.downtown. 15 e

w a e e ¥
extremely 1mp0rtam to, the cconom.c vmb;lny ot the.city, aq u tnes to emerge | from bankruptcy
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Additionally, this is the only plan that proposes a new arena, world class casino and
redeveloped neighborhood in a single location. | believe the synergy for the new arena and
casino side-by-side will enable the casino to maximize its gaming revenues, and thus, the gaming

tax paid to the state.

With the commitment from the Isle of Capri, public tax dollars, whether from the gaming
tax or elsewhere, will not be used to fund the construction of a new arena. The hardworking
taxpayers of our region will know that projects of critical importance for the region’s growth will

not be sacrificed,

- —a

- “ - e w

Moreover, I know from first-hand experience that the location chosen by the Isle of Capri
1s the best from a traffic and transportation standpoint. The existing transportation network in
and around the Isle of Capri’s chosen location can handle the increased traffic from visitors to

the new a casino.

When considering the economic impact, revitalization of a neighborhood, reconnecting
sections of the city, reestablishing Pittsburgh’s ability to be a destination for major conventions
and attractions, and the ability to handle the increased flow of traffic, I reiterate my support for
the Isle of Capri proposal as the best all-around slots proposal for Pittsburgh, and respectfully

request that Board consider these comments.

Thank you for your time on this matter of importance to the City of Pittsburgh and

surrounding region. - Fm L e Coa . - wn
Respectfully yours,

tan M. Ramaley ’é

16" Legislative District
Pennsylvania House of Representatives



3  Pennsylvania |
) .Gaming Control Board

WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot
opcerators:

Name: %,ﬂ MM //’M

Address:

Telephon

Organization, if any:

Employer: ‘S-M %““— _ﬂ @W nece

COMMENTS: (Pleasc usc second page if more spacc is required)
|



Cdﬁments: Page 2 (continued)

L %ﬁ /% z’fj { verify that the information contained in this written

comment'is true and comect o the best of my knowledge and belief,
|
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NICK KOTIK, MEMBER
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SERVICES CAUCUS
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA SPORTSMEN'S CAUGUS
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ALZHEIMER'S CAUCUS

May 18, 2006

Tad Decker, Chairman
Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board
P.O. Box 69060

Hamisburg, PA 17106-9060

Decar Chairman Decker:

As a State Representative who calls western Penasylvania home, 1 am submitting to you today
this letter to express my opinion on the awarding of the slots license to the City of Pitishurgh.
The comments that [ am submitting to you arc in support of the application filed by the Isle of
Capri. I would respectfully ask that they are included as part of the evidentiary record as the
Board decides on the recipient of the gaming license for the City of Pittsburgh.

The decision 1 made to support the Isle of Capri was a decision 1 made carefully by having
reviewed the details related to the Isle of Capni’s project as well as the other applicant’s
proposals,

For sometime now the residents of this region heard from the Pittsburgh Penguins that two things
were cssential for the team to reverse its course as a franchise that was losing money yearly and
1o ensure it remained in Pittsburgh. The Penguins needed a new collective bargaining agreement
with the Leaguc’s players’ union and a new arena to replace their home which is the oldest and
smatlest of any team in the National Hockey League. The League and players have done their
part when they agreed on a new collective bargaining agreement last year. The isle of Capri has
now offered to fund the construction of a new multi-purpose arena. For vears the Penguins were
told that public money was not available for the construction of a new arena. 1 know from
serving as an clected official, the decision to use public dollars to fund the construction of
stadiums or arenas is unpopular with many. The opportunity available (o us now, a public doilur
free arena, is a chance of a lifetime.

In addition to privately funding the construction of a new multi-purpose arena, the Isle of Capri
has presented a plan that would revitalize an arca that has been ncglected for far too long.
Unlike other sections of the city, the Hill Distnct has not been the beneficiary of redevelopment
assistance dotlars, There is no reason to think that after years of being passed over, when
redevelopment assistance dollars are distributed, that any money will be allocated to this section
of the city anytime soon. What the Pittsburgh First coalition is willing to do is unprecedented.
Without local, county or state aid, the Hill District, under this plan, will again become a vibrant

@ PRINTED On RECYCLED PAPER



community creating jobs for those who need them the most and tax revenues for a city trying to
emerge from its own financial distress.

The location chosen by the Isle of Capri, in my opinion, exceeds that of the other proposed
locations. As a lifelong resident of Allegheny County, T understand the traffic issucs that
currently exist with the proposed locations for the other sites. This Jocation already sits along
major bus and commuter routes casing the access for many of the patrons wishing to visit this
destination. The cxisting roads and public transportation can readily handle the increascd usage
that the casino and redevelopment will add.

In conclusion, I feel that the Iste of Capri has presented a plan for the city that is a fantastic
opportunity for the city, region and state. A chance to redcvelop a once prosperous
neighborhood and a privately funded state-of-the-art arena and casino is an opportunity that
should not be overlooked.

| want to thank you for allowing me to provide you with my comments. I hope that the
Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board will take them into consideration when determining the
award of the Pittsburgh gaming license.

Sincercly,
~ il it A
Nick Kotik

Pennsytvania House of Representatives
45" Legislative District
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WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF TIHE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot
operators:

Name: /ﬂ“‘— _/a;S'A.

Address:

Organization, if any:

Employer; /( Ay )A Bt ,4/4'&14. F %ﬂ/{f{n /-ﬁfa_s

COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is required)



Comments: Pagc 2 (continued)

L \ verify that the information contained in this written
comment is truc and :/:grrcct to the best of my knowledge and belief.

5
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May 12, 2006
:
% Tad .DECkﬂr:-Chairman- P T T [ F B T H— R —— - LT ea oy
Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board 2
P.O. Box 63060
Harrisburg, PA 17106-9060
i
Dear Chairman Decker, ’ 3

"1 am wriling to you today to’ exprcss my thouglits related lo the slots license which is
being cmmdered for'the City of Plttsburgh | wOuId like’ to t'ake th:s time to subrut avritten iz
comments lm ‘sipport of the application fi filed by'the Isle of Capri and have them-included as part

of the wldcntlary record. 1 would have: preterred to-have, addreesed you 1n person in April, .
»

however qchedulmg y conllicts prohlb:ted me-from attending the local mput hearings.

i
. 13 b 3
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My, name is Paul Costa and | currently represent the 34™ Legislative District in the
Pennsylvania State Housé of Representatives. 1 choose to support the lsl{I: of_bCapri’s plan from
the first momcm I lcarned of it in Janu’n’y of this year. S]ncé thenl have been able to get more
detath related to thls project as we]l as thc_atf{;—r‘a;ﬁlcanl s proposals. 1 have neither heard nor T
seen anythmlg to make me believe anything other than that the Isle of Capri proposal is the best
for cily, couilty and region.

|

| commend the Isle of Capri for their voluntary commitment to the citizens of the City of
Pittsburgh. For vears, the residénts of this region heard that the city nceded a new arena and an
updated convention centér 10 ‘encoiirage incredsed tourism and revenues. We have alrcady |
cxpanded and reniGvatedithe aging conveniion centér now wemust replace the outdated Mellon

Arena. ‘A world-class'casino and a new state:of-the-art‘arena combined with the:already . »



renovated convention center, will allow the region to attract new and larger conventions, all of
which will bring more visitors and revenues to our financially strapped city. The combination of
these facilities in the downtown should do for Pittsburgh what the Pennsylvania Convention
Center did for Philadelphia — be the catalyst for new restaurants, retail shops, hotel rooms

and businesses and for the return of residents to downtown Pittsburgh.

For years the Penguins were told that public money was not available for the construction
of a new arena. | know from serving as an elected official, the decision to use public dollars as
part of the financing package for the new stadiums on the North Shore was unpopular with many.

The Isle of Capri’s commitment to privaiely fund $290 million dollars for the construction of

multi-use arena is a once in a tifetime opportunity to continue our city’s downtown revitalization. -

The opportunity the Isle of Capri is offering is a true gift to the city.

The pledge from the Isle of Caprt will not require redevelopment assistance dollars for a
new mulli-purpose arena. Instead, these dollars will be available to be allocated to other worthy

projects across the county.

Further, the location chosen by the Isie of Capri, in my opinion far exceeds the others.
As a long time Pittsburgher and legislator of the region, I understand the traffic issucs that
currently exist with the proposed locations for the other sites. The Iste of Capri’s proposed
location has sufficient excess capacity to handle the increased needs of the casino and
redevelopment, which 1 believe the others do not. The location is also casily accessible from all

directions by the region’s present highway system.

Included in the Isle of Capri’s proposal is the plan to revitalize an area that has been
neglected for over 50 years. The Isle of Capri and their coalition members are willing to
completely revitalize this once prominent area and neighborhood and reconnect it to downtown.

The importance of this aspect of their plan can not be underestimated.

In conclusion, 1 feel that the Isle of Capri has presented a plan for the city that is an
incredible opportunity, for the city, region and state. A chance to redevelop a once prosperous
neighborhood and a privately funded state of the art arena and casino is an opportunity that

should not be overlooked.



I want to thank you for allowing me to provide you with my comments. 1hope that the
Penngylvania Gaming Control Board will take them under consideration when determining the

award of the Pittsburgh gaming license.

Respectfully yours,

Paul Costa
34" House District
Pennsylvania House of Representatives



