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May 9, 2006

Gary Heeman

x

Dear Members of the PA Gaming Control Board, ¥

As a resident of the Pittsburgh area, 1 wish to express my feelings on the matter of the
forthcoming decision by the Gaming Control Board, to grant a slots operating license to
one of the three competing entities. Before I fully explain myself, 1 feel a slight amount
of personal background is in order, if I may have your patience for a short time.

I am currently 33 years old, and moved to Pittsburgh from the Asheville/Hendersonville
area of North Carolina. I represent what Pittsburgh would like to have more of, young,
somewhat educated, gainfully employed, tax paying YOUNG people. 1am currently
employed as a Director of Dining Services , a Certified Dietary Manager, in a local
Rehab facility, and I’ve recently married a woman from this area. 1 am also a registered
voter. Now that we have talked about my roots, I would like explain why I chose
Pittsburgh as a city to relocate.

It was a mixture of many ingredients which led me here, the affordability of the housing,
the beautiful city vistas, more job opportunities to select from, compared from where I
came from, and the fact that the city was just perfect, just small enough that 1 didn’t have
to worry to hard about being lost, and big enough to supply urban amenities, social
gathering places, and beautiful parks to walk in. And how could 1 forget, the sports
teams I grew up from the age of 6 rooting for, the Steelers, Pirates, and Penguins!!
Believe it or not, part of my reason for being here, was to be closer to my teams. 1
dreamed of the day when I’d be able to physically attend and cheer on all of them. So I
saved my money in NC for a couple of years, found a job here, (I had to drive 500 miles
apiece for 5 different interviews), and relocated. 1 couldn’t have been happier. Even
though this meant paying higher taxes than in NC, and not being able to purchase beer
from the grocery store, and getting used to chipped ham and those pierogies.



I have to say the following, but please know that 1 write this not as just another Penguin
fan, but as a citizen of Pittsburgh, who hopes to live here for years upon years. I represent
what Pittsburgh needs more of, an influx of younger taxpayers who contribute to the local
economy and bring their talents to the area, and have important opinions to give, and take
an active interest in turning around Pittsburgh’s recent fortunes. I represent hope for the
future, there are more of me all around this country, if T relocated for the reasons I
specified, I can’t be alone!

Not to speak for any recent newcomers to Pittsburgh, but it is certainly my hope and
opinion, that a new arena, is immediately necessary to the viability of Pittsburgh. Tt
keeps the area on the map in terms of sports, concerts, and other suited events. After
reviewing the current bids on the table for the new slots gaming license, I have found that
the Island of Capri will provide financing, in full, for such an undertaking, and that the
other bidders have not and will not make the same pledge. From a completely common
sense point of view, I cannot fully understand how there is even a rational debate about
the three respective bidders. How is this not an open and shut case? Who on this
Gaming Control Board is honestly going to decline to accept a gift of nearly 300 million
dollars for a facility that the region so badly needs? Whoever would decline this bid,
must not have either the intellect to understand what is going on, holds the Penguins or
the City with an air of contempt, or has been influenced (by means 1 don’t really want to
be accusatory with) to consider otherwise.

1 would have a difficult time believing that this state would appoint those sorts of people
to such high positions. 1 have studied the other bids and took it upon myself to make sure
I was educated on the bidders to know what I was talking about. 1 don’t see how the
traffic problems associated with the Forest City /Station Square/Harrah’s group, would
even make it to the table as a rational, organized, well thought out bid. By the way,
professional traffic consultants on record have recognized the massive traffic problems
such a casino sight might bring. Maybe they should have planned out their figures better,
I am certain you will find their low estimate of daily traffic laughable. So how can you
trust their financial figures? ’

The Detroit based group, PITG Gaming may have a nice idea, but they really don’t give
as much back to the area as they could have in their bid. Though, I do give them credit
for offering development to the lower hill district, and for their pledge to help with the
costs of a new arena. But then part of an arena, and a fully furnished one are two
different things. That’s just good common sense to see the difference. I’m trusting that
this gaming board will have that type of common sense.



In summary, please understand that the best plan, is that belonging to IOC, it gives the
region so much that the other bidders do not. If your decision is completely based on
which bidder’s plan relieves the property tax the most, it would be a shortsighted mistake.
Please take in many factors, and let the people speak as for whom and where they want
this casino to happen. If you take in all the information, and you have been appointed by
someone who hired you based on your qualifications as ] assume you all are, then the
decision will be very easy. The Island of Capri, gives the most benefit to the region, and
aides in property tax relief as well, has the least amount of traffic issues, was planned
more carefully with a lot more thought. Please consider this!!

I thank you very much for your time and consideration,

Take Care and Godbless,
Sincerely,

Gary L Heeman
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Gaming Control Board

WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN-THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

1 request that the following comments be made part of the public input he'aring record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot
operators:

Name:__ - CM\/ 'LJ'%/'\AAJ

Address:

Telephon

Organization, if any:

Employer: SOOEK Ho

COMMENTS: (Pleasc use second page if more space is required)

PZEASE See A rtarcHen le7Ter.
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Comments: Page 2 (continued)

I, CAF?.Y {"ZQE/I’\ 34/\/ verify that the information contained in this written

comment is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.
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| WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

I request that the following comments be made part of the public fnput hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot
operators:

N@e: E"l L R@Mhh

Address':

Telephon

Organization, if any:
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COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is required) - |
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Comments: Page 2 (coritinued)
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I, E'C P i IVJ mén n verify that the information contained in this written
comment is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.
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GamingControf Board

WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

[ request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot

operators:
Name: S&c\.\ r?kne et

Address:

Telephon

Organization, if any:

Employer:

COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is required)



I believe that the Isle of Capri plan is the plan best suited for Pittsburgh. It will place the
casino in a place that is easily accessible and towards the center of the city. It’s closeness
to the convention center will help attract more conferences and conventions to the city.
It’s plan to revitalize the Hill district will bring a much needed cleanup of a part of the
city that is depressed.

The plan for an arena is also a great benefit to the city. Aside from keeping the Penguins
in town it will draw more events and concerts to Pittsburgh. Many concerts pass over
Pittsburgh because the facilities are not up to date enough for many modern concerts and
events. By increasing business at the arena many local bars and restaurants will thrive. If
the Penguins do leave many businesses will not be able to remain open.

The Forrest City plan 1 believe is probably the worst. One of the biggest disadvantages to
placing a casino in Station Square is the increase in Traffic. On any given weekend
Carson Street and the Smithfield Street Bridge becomes backed up. With the increase in
traffic going to Station Square, the traffic would be unbearable. It will also be difficult
and expensive to do anything to ease the increase in traffic to station square because of
the river on one side and a mountain on the other.

I also betieve that the numbers that Forrest City and Harrah’s will not be anywhere close
to being accurate. Also, based on their track record in New Orleans and other places, it is
. hard to believe that they will actually build everything that they are promising. -
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WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

1 request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot
operators:

Nme__JOE _WEINROTH , Esa.

Address;

L net™
Organization, if any: /QEPUBLICF\N (:OMM.T T TEE ©oF loI TTS8URGEH
Employcr: Sehﬁ\- em?‘oye.d.

Telephone

COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is required)
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RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, BY ACT OF THE LEGISLATURE AND GOVERNOR OF THE
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA A GAMING CONTROL BOARD HAS
BEEN CREATED TO OVERSEE THE INTRODUCTION AND OPERATION OF
SLOTS CASINOS WITHIN THE COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA; AND

WHEREAS, SAID GAMING CONTROL BOARD SHALL ISSUE A SINGLE
LICENSE TO OPERATE A SLOTS CASINO WITHIN THE BOUNDARIES OF THE
MUNICIPALITY OF PITTSBURGH; AND

WHEREAS, THREE ENTITIES HAVE SUBMITTED FORMAL APPLICATIONS
FOR SAID SOLE PITTSBURGH SLOTS LICENSE, NAMELY, PITG GAMING,
FOREST CITY/HARRAH’S, AND THE ISLE OF CAPRY; AND

WHEREAS, EACH OF THESE APPLICANTS HAVE SUBMITTED TO THE

- GAMING CONTROL BOARD SPECIFIC PROPOSALS AND PLANS FOR
DEVELOPMENT OF A SLOTS CASINO AND VARIOUS OTHER AMENITIES IN
THREE DIFFERENT LOCATIONS WITHIN THE CITY OF PITTSBURGH; AND

WHEREAS, THE DECISION TO GRANT SAID SOLE SLOTS LICENSE TO ONE
OF THESE APPLICANTS AND THE ULTIMATE LOCATION OF SAID SLOTS
.-CASINO WILL HAVE AN ENORMOUS ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL IMPACT ON

THE FUTURE OF OUR CITY; AND

-

WHEREAS, THE MEMBERS OF THE REPUBLICAN PARTY OF THE CITY OF
PITTSBURGH HAVE REVIEWED AND EVALUATED THE THREE PROPOSALS
THAT ARE CURRENTLY UNDER CONSIDERATION BY THE GAMING

. CONTROL BOARD;, AND

WHEREAS, THE REPUBLICAN PARTY OF THE CITY OF PITTSBURGH WISHES
TO EXPRESS ITS SUPPORT FOR THAT PROPOSAL WHICH WILL PRODUCE
THE GREATEST POSITIVE IMPACT FOR THE FUTURE OF THE CITY OF
PITTSBURGH AND THE CITIZENS OF PIT TSBURGH

NOW, THEREFORE, ON THIS THE FIRST DAY OF MAY, 2006, AFTER
DISCUSSION AND A (UNANIMOUS) VOTE, THE REPUBLICAN PARTY OF THE
CITY PITTSBURGH ADOPTS THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLVED, THAT THE PROPOSAL SUBMITTED TO THE GAMING CONTROL
BOARD BY THE ISLE OF CAPRI IN COOPERATION WITH THE PITTSBURGH
PENGUINS CLEARLY PROVIDES THE GREATEST BENEFITS TO THE CITIZENS
OF THE CITY OF PITTSBURGH FOR THE FOLLOWING REASONS:



-

TSLE OF CAPRI HAS COMMITTED THE FULL PRIVATE FUNDING _
NECESSARY TO BUILD A NEW MULTI-PURPOSE ARENA TO REPLACE
THE EXISTING MELLON ARENA WITH NO TAXPAYER PARTICIPATION
BEING REQUIRED. THE ISLE OF CAPRI PROPOSAL DOES NOT
REQUIRE ANY GOVERNMENTAL BORROWING OR PARTICIPATION IN
THE FINANCING CF ANEW ARENA. mE

THE ISLE OF CAPRI PLAN IS THE ONLY PLAN UNDER
CONSIDERATION WHICH WILL GUARANTEE THAT THE PITTSBURGH
PENGUIN HOCKEY FRANCHISE REMAINS IN PITTSBURGH, WHICH IS
A BENEFIT TO THE CITY OF PITTSBURGH AND THE ENTIRE REGION.

OF THE THREE PROPOSED CASINO SITES, THE AREA OF THE CITY OF
PITTSBURGH MOST IN NEED OF A MAJOR INFUSION OF ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT DOLLARS IS THE AREA IN AND AROUND THE
EXISTING MELLON ARENA, THE LOWER HILL DISTRICT AND THE
UPTOWN AREA OF THE CITY, THE ISLE OF CAPRI PROPOSAL WILL
CONCENTRATE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IN THIS AREA.

THE REPUBLICAN COMMITTEE OF PITTSBURGH WOULD LIKE TO
MAKE IT CLEAR THAT THIS ENDORSEMENT OF THE ISLE OF CAPRI
PROPOSAL IS NOT AN ENDORSEMENT OF GAMING IN GENERAL AND
ACKNOWLEDGES THAT THERE IS SIGNIFICANT OPPOSITION WITHIN
THE REPUBLICAN PARTY TO ANY TYPE OF GAMING IN THE
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA. HOWEVER, SINCE THE LAW
IN ITS CURRENT FORM ALLOWS FOR ONE STAND ALONE SLOTS
CASINO IN PITTSBURGH, WE WANT TO STRONGLY ENCOURAGE THE
GAMING CONTROL BOARD TO LICENSE THAT ENTITY WHICH WILL
PROVIDE THE GREATEST BENEFIT TO THE PEOPLE OF PITTSBURGH.

THE SO-CALLED “PLAN B” THAT HAS BEEN PROPOSED IN THE EVENT
THAT THE ISLE OF CAPRI DOES NOT RECEIVE THE SOLE SLOTS
LICENSE REQUIRES LONG-TERM BORROWING BY THE
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA WHICH WQULD SUPPOSEDLY
BE REPAID USING TAX AND DEVELOPMENT REVENUES GENERATED
BY THE GAMING INDUSTRY IN PENNSYLVANIA AS WELL AS
CONTRIBUTIONS FROM THE PITTSBURGH PENGUINS AND THE SLOTS
OPERATOR. WE BELIEVE THAT THESE REVENUES CAN AND SHOULD
BE PUT TO BETTER USE IN PROVIDING FOR THE BASIC
GOVERNMENTAL NEEDS OF PENNSYLVANIANS IN GENERAL AND
RESIDENTS OF THE CITY OF PITTSBURGH IN PARTICULAR.

NOW, THEREFORE, THE ABOVE-RECITED RESOLUTION IS HEREBY MADE
AND UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED THIS FIRST DAY OF MAY, 2006 AT
PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA.



Comments: Page 2 (continued)
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WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT
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following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and

considered by theennsylvania Gamin Control Board prior to awarding licenses for
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Name: LS/”DW‘:J /Iqq{éﬂfclj -
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Telephon

Organization, if any

. Employer: Giant Faple
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Comments: Page 2 (continued)
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I, Shawn /ralenic verify that the information contained in this written
comment is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief,
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WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS
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A T . B L '
I request that the following comments be made part of thc’public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior 3 awarding licenses for slot
operators: '
Name:_Mike. M-A

Address:

Organization, if any:

Employer:ig“mq_,- Al (

COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is required)



Comments: Page 2 (continued)
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I, _Mile My NCec : verify that the information contained in this written
comment is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.
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WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS
INSTRUCTIONS

Those who cannot attend or speak at the public input hearings may submit written
comments for inclusion in the evidentiary record that will have a weight equal to
testimony presented in person. The comment-submission form is found on the following
pages of this document.
People who submit written comments will have until June 2, 2006, to send their
comments by mail to the Gaming Control Board for inclusion in the evidentiary record.
The mailing address for written comments is:

Office of the Clerk

Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board

PO Box 69060

Harrisburg; PA 17106 : .

WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot
operators:

Name: Brian Kohlhe
Tetephon

Organization, if any:

Employer: Ross Toewnship

COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is requlred)

I, _ Brian Kohlhepp_ __  verify that the information contained in this written

comm 2 tru7d correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.

Comments‘ Page 2 (corftinued)

1 understand that the gaming board is extremely busy and tasked with an
- ‘important decision so | will greatly limit my written word.”| am writing to
voice my opinion in favor of the Isle of Capri plan. 1 have reviewed the 3
plans and feel this one far outshines the others. The inclusions of funds to
build a desperately needed indoor arena are a great bonus, and not the
only one. The location is far superior that the already overfilled Station
Square and it will only increase the ability of Pittsburgh to make the jump
from a city that closes at 5pm to one where people don’t just work but live
in. It will be a great step towards Pittsburgh becoming a major city with
maore to offer to all western Pennsylvanians. Please don’t allow our corrupt
political system to sway such an important decision. 1strongly encourage
you to award the Isle of Capri with the slots license.

Al



Pennsylvania
Gaming Control Board

WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and considered by
the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot operators:

~w Name; Christine M. Sharpe

Address

Telepho
E-mail:
Organization, if any: n/a

Employer: Allegheny Children’s Initiative

COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is required)
Ladies and Gentlemen of the Gaming Board,

My name is Christine Sharpe. [ am in my twenties and 1 am a professional in the social services
field. I work in the field I do, not because 1 am looking to make money, but because I genuinely
care about people and try and make a positive difference in their lives whenever 1 can.

1 do not stand to make money from the awarding of this license, I live in Turtle Creek and no
matter which location receives the license the greatest impact on me will be traffic.
Nevertheless, 1 felt it was important to spend some time to get my feelings on the record. Way
too often politically, the voice of my generation is underrepresented.

Because of my work schedule, 1 often work seven day weeks, I haven’t been as involved in the
gaming process as I would like, but I have to say what I have seen, read and observed points
totally in the direction of only one of the applicants, and that is Pittsburgh First.

¢ Only one plan proposes {0 help rebuild a long neglected neighborhood and that is
Pittsburgh First.



e Only one plan will build a new multi-purpose arena at no taxpayer expense and that is
Pittsburgh First.

I know that this slots license is supposed to be about property tax relieve, but I urge you to keep
in mind the following three points,

> Without a new arena, a large amount of tax revenue will be lost.

» Without a new arena in a timely fashion, a professional sports team will be lost,
resulting in the loss of a large amount of tax revenue.

» The Forest City proposal, with their pic in the sky revenuc projections, indicates
that the Piftsburgh market can bear that level of revenue. This means that
whichever of the three proposals is accepted will lead fo that revenue stream. If
Forest City believes anyone can attain that level of revenue, then why are they
even being considered, since they are offering the least fo the city arld regxon

- beyond their high revenue projections.~ - - B - =

In my young life, it has become very apparent to me that this is one of the most political regions
in the country. Whether it is a council member of one of the one hundred and thirty
municipalities that comprise Allegheny County, or a school board member for one of the over
forty school boards that represent Allegheny County, people with political agendas are
everywhere.

What 1 continue to hear from friends and neighbors in this region and from other parts of the
state and country who are familiar with this situation is that only one choice makes sense and
that is Pittsburgh First.

So I guess the big question, is do the people get what they want, a Pittsburgh First slots license or
does politics continue to reign supreme. As someone who hopes to live in this region for many
years fo come, I can only hope it is the former rather than the latter.

Thank you for your time

I C Vl\ﬂ’)ﬁ\u MA SMW verify that the information contained in this written

com%n is true W of my knowledge and belief.
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I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot
operators:
Name:_Edmond N.Gaudelli
Address:
Telephone,
Organization, if any:_aARP
*E‘“';';”F’—_E’rﬁ'ﬁlﬁye?z“ BaTired o e e s S e it
COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is required)
I believe that the Isle of Capri has the best. plan for Pittsburgh,
and should be awarded the slots license.It would provide for a new
arena at no cost to the taxpayers.It would alsc provide development
for the Hill District.I would truly appreciate your consideration
in this important matter.
>
e i, u-:v“_r‘ —4_:....: '-‘_:;n : e s e T o i e — St T

S; ncerezl7 .
Edmond ‘N.Gaudelli
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WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Contro! Board prior to awarding licenses for slot
operators:

T

Name:_3cobt L), [<0)

Telephd e e e ahoo
Organization, if any;

Employer: ‘F—J'-.’; ke~ S J&A‘)[?Q(;

COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is required)
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Comments: Page 2 (continued) |
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1, /Kga,a' [(/,;Z verify that the information contained in this written
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1 request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record'and -
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot

operators:

Name: Z/@ ﬁ A' DLLDR l (Jl(_

Address:

Telephone:

——

Organization, if any:
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COMMENTS: (Pleasc use sccond page if more space is required) é
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Gaming:Control Board

WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
_. _¢onsidered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot ...
e o~ -Operators: it E=ar - Eem e Fitmpd Sy Y Ve i S el . o

s PHILIP C. R /S H

Address:

——r =

Telephon N er

Organization, if any:

Employer: Lo CUS DEVEL oM ENT &fvuf

COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is required)
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Comments: Page 2 (continued)
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I /0 /9/ / Z. ZQ C . K (AS A‘, verify that the information contained in this written

comment is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.
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WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvama Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot
operators:

-

Name: ireArRD d - \SwEﬁ({fAJqé_r)

Address:

Telephon

Organization, if any:

Employer: mETJO ) MNEINL S 8.m. 2.

COMMENTS: (Plcasc usc sccond page if morce space is required)
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Comments: Page 2 (continued)
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Pennsylvania
Gaming Control Board

WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

1 request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot
operators:

Namer < Seeve. Lelth

Address:

Telephone O

Organization, if any:

Employer: % %’f /67/”’707{0‘( é’Dﬁ/

COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is required)
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Comments: Page 2 (continued)
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I, \S[‘p/ /. el Le ’[‘4 verify that the information contained in this written

comment is true an correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.
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WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot
_operators:

B T o e, < E e mimga = T TN e TEmeT
Name:__ )] (U4 U W
Address:
Telephone: < /fﬁ

Organization, if any:

Employer:

COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is required) .
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Comments: Page 2 (continued)
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I, /WMV% M verify that the information contained in this written

commentaé trug and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.
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: request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsvlvania Gaming Control Board nrior to awarding licenses for slot
onerators:

Name: \Thﬂ&sﬁﬁ- Jchw‘ﬂﬁb.

Addresc-

Organization, if anv:__ AJoAe
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COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is required)
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Gaming Control Board

WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot
operators;

Name: /(éauc;x# %J f/’)A.)Ue,/v - - - ————

Addres

Teleph

Organizatign, if any:
Employer:gz)f TIEY

7

COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is required)
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Comments: Page 2 (continued)
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WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

1 request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot
operators:

S MBET D Rty T m et

Address:

Telephon

Organization, if any: 4 /ﬁ

Employer: gf:.' 772D

COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is required)

| urgently and emphatically ask that the slots license be issued to the Mario Lemieux
Group, The year-round use of an arena will be a source of significant income to the City of
Pittsburgh and to Allegheny County. The loss of the Penguins would be a disaster for us. Should
this City lose any or all of its professional teams, we might as well roll up the sidewalks.

ome—, o 2R LT e e T T skl SRl T e



WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot . =~
operators:

Name: fé/é(fﬂ,ép M Bf#lfi/(»

Address:

I

Telephone Co

Organization, if any:

Employer: j”*_;eﬂé‘?;lfvﬂu../ SZ](.):{/ [/ K',O

COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is required)
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I, ' verify that the information contained in this written
comment is truc and correct to the best of my knowledge and belicf.
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WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT
. HEARINGS

[ requesy that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for

B_/‘!\fm Bu &

slots operators:

Will{z

Name:

Address:

Telephot

‘-_ Organization, il any_ M((é(‘ﬂﬁ‘ﬂ/@ pU b[lh"\ Ll

Vrery

Employer:

COMMENTS: (Please use reverse side if more space is 1'e.q\ujred)
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Comments: Page 2 (continued)

~ T sle of Capri; au ity F"SWL/ pro
e best optor Tor ur Jeyion

— m(/\éy U)L( 26 QO%MLM/ '!.Zl% nNo
/Q\F/\bf OP@VC(NK Qppﬁ@?ﬂff

— We need Fo build on oir Gre
Cbys and Slate’s Gchevemenls to pre
for the Future | |

— P[O blemg fPfﬁf@Wﬁéof Vﬁ\g.@Vd/‘/Ig Prtfshu
Kt propnse core ) leqitinmcabe.

p— %
1, \N[ubﬂm \/ﬂ‘{@( verify that the information contained in this written

comment is true and coirect to the best of my knowledge and belief,
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WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT
HEARINGS

I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses fof
slots operators:

Name: T

Address:

Telephon

Organization, il'any_,.aﬂibﬂ[q
Employer: ‘ :(‘ éb—urg h

COMMENTS: (Please use reverse side if more space is required)

My name is Tonya D. Payne, and [ am the Pittsburgh City Councilwoman for Council
District #6, an arca that is comprised of the Hill District, Uptown, Downtown, and
portions of the Northside and South Qakland. 1 am grateful for the opportunity to address
the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board today, for in doing so, I hope that ] will
accurately and honcstly give public voice to the concerns and interests of my
constituents.

Acting in my capacity as Councilwoman, I represent portions of our city that have often
been and continue to be overlooked by a wide variety of political, devclopment, and
entreprencurial interests. Premised upon false assumptions relating to class and race,
such entities have often made the decision to put their money and their focus into areas of
the city that have already experienced a great deal of prior economic development. In
addition, when such entities DID reach the decision to invest and build within.
disenfranchised portions of the city, such decisions were often undertaken with little-
regard for the concerns, needs, and autonomy of the residents of those communities.
Ultimately, such choices, be they based upon tactics of avoidance or dominance, have
always resulled in the same common end: The gap between the “Have’s” and the “Have
Not’s” increased, and the forgotten became even more forgotten, as social and economic
benefits continued to trickle upward rather than downward.

With the advent of gaming in the City of Pittsburgh, I foresec a unique opportunity to

rectifv manv af theee areviane wrnanoe that have hean sammittad hy cich enlficanl-inn
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Comments: T%Tg_e 24(continued)

\ c¥hthiy the Btate of Pennsylvania, T am happy to note that our State legislators
felt thé same. WHen Pénnsylvania drafted and adopted its gaming law, it did so with a

{‘."‘,::y ' ;éet ofigoals and expectations in mind. Rightly so, our State legislators

dJ:@‘éEﬁﬁEﬂﬁ&im gathing might also come the opportunity to recognize and service the
needs of (he more socially and economically disadvantaged members of our
communities. With the intent of this law being what it is, it would stand to logic that
such a statute would give preference to those applicants who seek to give as much to the
community as they stand to gain from it. In addition, it would also be quite correct to
note that this giving should be most pointedly directed towards those sections of our city
that stand in the greatest nced of further attention and assistance.

_ Inan attempt to balance all of these facts with the concerns voiced by my constituents, 1
= “hav reached the conclusion that the Isle-of Capri-offers the best plan-for both my council
district and the City of Pittsburgh as a whole. In many ways, the Isle of Capri is the only
applicant that truly mirrors the intent of our State’s ganting law, in that it is the only...
applicant that has shown a sincere willingness to work with the surrounding community
for the betterment of that community. Ultimately, the Iste of Capri plan calls for a
. $1 billion plus investment that will revitalize the Lower Hill and Uptown neighborhoods.
. “’"This revitalization process will succeed in creating thousands of quality jobs, a variety of

+ . .., new businessopportunities, millions of dollars in revenue to the city'and courity, a
privately funded multi-purpose arena worth $290 million, and a world class gaming
facility. In addition, the Isle of Capri has stated that it wishes to make room for resident
voices, thereby allowing members of the Hill District and Uptown communities to make
autonomous decisions regarding land use and development within their own
neighborhoods. In many ways, this proposal does much to rectify the wrongs that were
committed in 1961, when the current Arena was built at the expense of the needs and
wishes of the residents of the Lower Hill District. By promising to work with the
community in order to redevelop this portion of the city with both affordable housing and
viable businesses that are to be owned and operated by minorities and women, no less,
the Isle of Capri has shown an interest in truly progressive community development in a
way that none of the other applicants can claim,

For me personally, the answer to the question of gaming in the City of Pittsburgh can be
found best by examining which slots applicant will do the most for my constituents and
for the city. Clearly, we have all listened to and seen the consequences of the
disingenuous promises of the past. Here, today, we have the chance to try to do things -
differently and better. This, I believe, is the point of any development opportunity: The
chance to do things better and to make things better for the people who need it the most.

TomyaD. b e
i \Mblﬂ.. . Taynt verify that the information contained in this written
comment is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.
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WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE.
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT
HEARINGS

2 e

I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and

— considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior.to awarding licenses fore_ o o _

slots operators:

Name: David Wl Christopher
Address:

Telephone

Organization, if any N/A

Employer:  The Jade Group

COMMENTS: (Please use reverse side if more space is required)

I am a life-long resident of Western Pennsylvanla and have a long
history of being active in civic and community activities. Among
other things, I was President of :the Pittsburgh Symphony for six
years, a member of the Board of the Duquesne Club and Chairman of
the Health & Welfare Planning Association of ‘Allegheny County. I
—.was also Chairman of te Allegheny County Republican Committee from

T'1980-1984 and Vicé Chairman’ of tire Republican State” Committee from-

1982-1984,

I served on the Régional Asset District Board at the time "Plan B"
for constructing Heinz Field and PNC Park was considered and, in
fact, provided the sixth and deciding vote to approve Plan BR. (I
replaced a previous Board member who opposed Plan B.) I did so
because I believed Wéstern Pennsylvania needed these new facilitie:
as well as the expansion of our Convention .Center. I feel the sam
about the need for a new arena, not just for hockey games, but for
many other events also.

(OVER)



Comments: Page 2 (continued) ' -

We have a unique opportunity to get such an arena with

no state money if the Isle of Capri application is approved.
The other ‘alternative (mew '"Plan B") requires the use of state
funds. 1In addition, the Isle of Capri proposal provides $290

million up front, thus eliminating any risk of long-term
financing.

I earnestly solicit the support of the Gaming Control Board for
the Isle of Capri proposal.

m' ,___,_- - : w-*www“‘“—*r— = P
P.S5s T was reglstered to speak at the April 18, 2006 Hearlng,
but, unfortunately, I was out of town.

o fati y : W = L ¥
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I?a“d M- Chrlsmphe%nfy that the information contained in this written

comment is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.
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. April 17, 2006 . - ; 3
'PennsylvamaGammg Control Board = s : S I LI, L

5 Dear Members of the PGCB

- . & G

Smce as of this date I have not recelved conﬁrmatron that I c0uld speak at the hearmgs

to be held at the William Penn Hotel tomorrow (1 8 April, 2006,) 1 have not been able to make
' appropnate plans to miss work and attend. As a result, T ask that’ you accept th|s letter of -

= testtmony mstead of havmg me speak m person at-the hearmgs

, 1 reahze you will receive many varred testlmomes from P1ttsburgh and Allegheny county
-_resrdents ‘who have - many important points.to make. However, I approach the Pittsburgh slots: -
".parlor’ srtuatron as a person from outside the metropolrtan area;-and outside southwestern
‘Pennsylvama The primary point I would like to'make is that awarding of any slot parlor hcense
in the Pittsburgh area (or elsewhere, for that matter) should keep in mind that there is a need to

- .draw players from as wide a geographical range as possible to. maximize recerpts and tax dollars.

i Whrle proposals including condomlmums shops and restaurants wrll draw mostly locals to an

_area, inclusion of a multi-purpose arena, such as is the plan of the Isle of Capn Group, wrll be

. able to attract many addmonal players to Prttsburgh w g .

| speak to thls pomt out of experience, as my wife and | often drrve from Ene PA" to
attend: concérts ‘and other events at the Civic/Mellon Arena. 1 also know, and know of, many _

"\.:

other individuals-from northwest Pennsylvania, eastern Ohio and western Néw York state (and I_' -

" am sure there ‘are many from West Virginia and Maryland) who drive significant distances to -

- attend events atthe Arena. Typically, we do not only drive into'town for the event, but also shop

" and utilize restaurants, and could be-especially persuaded 10 use siich facilities, and the slot -
parlor if they were located. near a new multi- -purpose arena. l'fl‘acl'dﬁ-rog“lhrs development could .

. greatly help urban renewalin ‘that area of downtown Plttsburgh while bringing many. dollars to

"the drea that otherwise would not befavailable. In addmon miost of us from outside the, -
Ptttsburgh area realize anew multi- purpose 'structure is necessary, with ‘many events bypassmg

= Piitsburghi at this fime because'thé facilities are unacceptable Thus a new facxllty would attract

IMark AW Andrews Ph D | * RS g ',-'_-"x-' _‘ St 'I_’. B e, B

: Smcerely yours

events as: well as: patrons fuirther : max1m1zmg tax: recerpts ARG

o ...a...._'--.- e . ‘-u--m [ A sh ';'.»-~ 1.\

e TN _‘ ‘_..,.a.aﬂ“ - - L ar g

Thus, 1 belteve the:plan’ of the Tsie of Capri’ Group, which associatés the slot parlor wrth a.
. spoits and entertamment arena, will tend 10 attract.mofe: players; players from a wider :* ' :
-geographical ares, who-would bnng addrtronal money into the Pittsburghrarea for siot play, ./

hotels, réstdurants, shops,-¢tc. ‘This is a réventie stream which has not-been fully considered, and

: would not be tapped by Prttsburgh slot parlor apphcants other than the Isle of Caprl Group

o, e :
Tre i ge e
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WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT
HEARINGS

I request that the following comments be made part of the public mpul hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior o awarding licenses for

slots operators:

Name:

Telephone

Organization, if any mM ‘/%) ﬁ 0-{) OUNC\ Lr
Employer: QC_R.A HN : O 'P APT LLEG\\*&W\{

COMMENTS: (Piease use reverse side if more Space is required)

As a former member of the Pennsylvania General Assembly for ﬁ years and a
current member of the Allegheny County Council, the issuance of the Category 2 casino
license for the City of Pittsburgh could not be a more important issue for our region.

As members of the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board, you are charged with an
awesome responsibility that will effect generations of Pittsburghers. Ensuring that the
selected casino proposal will be the best — for economic development, job creation,
tourism, promoting diversity and supporting our communities will be vital. The fact that
we have only one chance to get it right makes the stakes even higher. :

The Pittsburgh First development plan is one of the largest economic
developiment projects in the history of Southwestern Pennsylvania. The benefits to our
community are far supertor then any other plan being proposed today. It will bring much
needed jobs and cconomic development to the Hill District and Uptown communities —

- communilics I"ve served for more than 20 years. During my tenure in office, I’ve seen

the Hill passed up for economic development projects for other communities in the city
and county. Finally, someone has stepped o the plate to rejuvenate a neighborhood that

once was the lifeline of our city.



L
1

Comments: Page 2 (continued)

The plan cails for over $1 billion investment that will revitalize the Hill District
and Uptown communities by creating thousands of quality jobs, new businesses, a
privately funded multi-purpose arena and a world-class gaming facility. This investment
will redevelop the 28 acre site where the Mcllon currently sits, with new mixed-use
projects like residential living and retail. It will also reconnect the Lower Hill with
downtown Pittsburgh. Further, it will put this property back on the tax rolls —so the city
and county will also benefit.

Fmally, the plan calis for the creation of the Pittsburgh First Foundation, which
wili contribute $1 million dollars annually to the community. This foundation will be run
by local community members and representatives.

Considering all these factors, the choice is clear that Pittsburgh First, its partners,
Isle of Capri Casino’s Inc., Pittsburgh Penguins, Nationwide Realty Development, Inc.,
and the community, is the best choice for Pittsburgh, Allegheny County, and the region.
I respectfully urge you to join me in working for the betterment of our citizens and
supporting Pittsburgh First and the Isle of Capri’s application.

conmcnl ' truc and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.

[D(Lu\ﬂm WQUSS 8&,‘\@, W




Pennsylvania
‘Gaming Control Board

WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

1 request that the following comments be made pari of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsyivania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot
operators:

Name; -?L/CC/(‘_:-T T ( FA M/L.y R~

Address:

Telephone

Organization, if any:

Emplover:;

COMMENTS: (Please use second page if’ more space is required)
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Comments: Page 2 (continued)
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FRANK LaGROTTA, MEMBER

FILED

TOURISM &

MAY 24208

AGRICULTURE & BURAL AFFAIRS

Board Clerk PG —

INTERGOVERNME NTAL AFFAIRS ADVIS

gﬁuuﬁﬂ nf yepr‘eﬁnntatiﬁeﬁ PACSEEI;:EEUCATIONAL FACILITIES

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA AUTHORITY
HARRISBURGC PA LEGISLATIVE CHILDREN'S CAUCUS

PA LEGISLATIVE PRO-LIFE CAUCUS
PA STATE PUBLIC SCHOOL BUILDING
AUTHORITY
: PENN STATE CAUCUS
May 8, 2006 LEGISLATIVE FIREFIGHTERS AND
EMERGENCY SERVICES CAUCUS
SPORTSMEN'S CAUCUS

DEVELOPM

Kenneth T. McCabe, Member
P A"Gaming Control Board

5" Floor, Verizon Tower
Strawberry Square
Harrisburg, PA 17101

Dear Kenneth:

As arepresentative of the Commonwealth who calls western Pennsylvania my home, [
wish to share my opinion with you regarding the award of the pending Pittsburgh gaming
license. I appreciate the opportunity to submit this letter as written testimony to be entered into
the evidentiary record along with the many others who have submitted written comments.

! % : + ¥ i i k: 3

When Pennsylvania was investigating the impacts of ga!ming in order to write appropriate
legislation, the Commonwealth sought advice from Innovation Group, the largest and most
active firm performing gaming market analyses in the United States. Over the last 14 years,
Innovation Group compiled data to fund over $40 billion of projects and their clients, including

foreign governments, state governments and municipalities around the globe. The data prepared
for the Commonwealth was thoroughly scrutinized by a number of state agencies, universities,
independent economists and the media. The forecasts prepared by the Innovation Group
withstood the scrutiny and were accepted by all parties as the gamin g outlook for the

> " Commonwealth.

In Pittsburgh, there has been a great deal of discussion related to the size of the gaming
market with some numbers ranging 50 percent higher than Innovation Group estimates. |
understand that gaming revenue forecasts are not an exact science; however, I find it difficult to
believe that our Commonwealth could underestimate the market size of Pittsburgh by 50 percent.

Given the quality of the three Pittsburgh gaming operators, it is obvious to me that no one
casino development will generate significantly more gaming revenue than another. I have
examined the proposals before you, and I believe that the actual revenues may be best
determined by site access because gaming patrons demand easy access. The Isle of Capri
proposal offers the best access and therefore provides the best proposal for Pittsburgh.



The Isle of Capri plan offers the additional benefits of $290 million for construction of a
new arena, which will keep the Penguins in Pittsburgh and will redevelop the Uptown and Hill
Districts. The opportunity for our region to build a new arena without debt or public funds in
addition to reviving a struggling area of Pittsburgh remains a top priority for me.

I ask the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board to grant the Pittsburgh gaming license to
Isle of Capri Casinos, Inc.

Thank you for your kind consideration.

Sincerely,

FRANK LaGROTTA, MEMBER
House of Representatives
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' STATE SENATOR

JANE CLARE ORIE
/soru SENAYORIAL DISTRICT

- Tad Decker, Chairman
PA Gaming Control Board
P.O. Box 69060
Harrisburg, PA 17106-9060

Dear Chairman Decker:

Capn Casinos, Inc.

Senate of Pennsyluania

March 6, 2006

COMMITTEES

AGING AND YOUTH, CHAIR
PUBLIE HEALTH AND WELFARE, ¥ICH CH
APPFROPRIATIONS
ERDUGCATION
JUDICIARY
POLICY

JOINT HOUSE AND SENATE AUTIEM COMMITTE

CHILDREN'S TRUST FUND BOARD

TEAM PA BOARD
WOMEN [N GOVERNMENT BOARD
WORKING FAMILIES TASK FORCE
AMERICAMNITALIAN CAUCUER
ARTHRITIS AND OSTEQGPOROEIE CAUCL
FIREFIGHTER AND EMERGENLY XERVICES C.
TRIAH CAUCUE

B Board Clerk PGCJ

FILED

MAR 10 2006

Although I will not be presenting oral testimony at the Gaming Control Board’s
public hearings in Pittsburgh on April 19" and 20", 2006, 1 would like to take this
opportunity to submit written comments in support of the application submitted by Isle of

Of the applications for the Category 2 casino license in the city of Pittsburgh, only
the proposal submitted by the gaming partner of the Pittsburgh Penguins, Isle of Capri '
Casinos, Inc., a Biloxi, Mississippi company, has publicly committed funding that will
directly benefit the city. Overall, this application offers the best casino gambling option
for our city, our region, and our taxpayers for a number of reasons.

First, as you know, the granting of the casino license to Isle of Capri Casinos, Inc.
will directly result in the construction of a new $290 million arena for the Pittsburgh
Penguins hockey team, with no state or local tax doilars required. Instead of tax dollars,
the gaming revenue resulting from this casino license will be used to ensure that
Pittsburgh remains the home of the Pittsburgh Penguins by creating a multi-purpose
arena. With the Gaming Control Board estimating that the Category 2 licensee in
Pittsburgh will take in between $450 million and $650 million per year, any selected
licensee should commit some of these revenues to the community. Only Isle of Capri
Casinos, Inc. has made such a commitment, by partnering with the Pittsburgh Penguins.

Second, Isle of Capri Casinos, Inc. has committed to community revitalization
and economic development in its selected location. This proposal is an economic
impetus for the revitalization of the city of Pittsburgh’s Hill District - a revitalization that
will occur at no cost to the taxpayers. The Penguins and Isle of Capri Casinos, Inc. have



y / Page #2

Tad Decker, Chairman
- PA Gaming Control Board
/ March 9, 2006

pledged to return to the community any profits earned as a result of the proposed

$400 million community redevelopment of the lower Hill District by Nationwide Realty
Investors of Columbus, Ohio. These profits are in addition to the $1 million per year that
the Isle of Capri has promised to donate for community development from casino profits.

And third, the geographic location selected by Isle of Capri Casinos, Inc. is
accessible and will not require taxpayer funded infrastructure improvements to maintain
accessibility. With an expected draw of over six million visitors a year, ten times the
number of people who attend a Steelers football game over the course of a year, the
Category 2 licensee’s facility will be an integral part of the city. Because of the existing
transportation network in this section of the city, the location of the Isle of Capri’s casino
in the Hill District is the preferable location when compared to the other sites in the city.

Pittsburgh and the entire region will benefit from the proposed investment by the
Iste of Capri Casinos, Inc. The investment will occur in a location where economic
development efforts and new job creation are vital and sorely needed. Through this
economic development, needed revenues will be generated that will help the city of
Pittsburgh emerge from the current fiscal crisis and will ensure that the city of Pittsburgh
is once again an economic hub for the region. The proposal put forth by Isle of Capri
Casinos, Inc., in conjunction with the Pittsburgh Penguins, is a win-win situation for both
the City of Pittsburgh and for the region as a whole.

As the Gaming Control Board evaluates the applications for the Category 2
license in the city of Pittsburgh, I would urge that it take into account not only the
financial feasibility of the proposal, but select the proposal that will provide the best
benefit for the city and the region as a whole. The Isle of Capri Casinos application
offers the best option for the city and our region, as well as the Commonwealth.

I appreciate the Board’s consideration of my comments as it works to select the
Category 2 licensee for the city of Pittsburgh. If you have any questions on my
comments, please call.

ely,
ANE CLARE ORIE
tate Senator
0™ Senatorial District

JCO/mmh

ce. Dan Stambaugh, Liaison
PA Gaming Control Board
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House nf ngpreﬁmtaﬁﬁez
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA®
HARRISBURG

February 28, 2006

Tad Decker Chairman

PA Gaming Control Board
P.O. Box 69060
Harrisburg, PA 17106-9060

Dear Mr. Decker:

~ As a lcgislator rcpresentmg Allcgheny County I am concerned with keeping the
Penguins in Pittsburgh.

I have been following this issue in the news media and I am prepared to do what |
can to support the effort for a new arcna. | supported this gaming effort when it was
before the General Assembly, and T will continue to support the Pittsburgh First Proposal
currently before the Pennsylvanta Gaming Control Board.

As we embark upon issuing licenses, [ hope the Gammg Control Board will take
into consideration and support the Pittsblrgh First Proposal currently.before the Board.
This would draw revenue to the Western part of the Commeonwealth, and at the same time
revitalize the city, businesses and the sur‘roundmg areas. - AS always, 1 stand ready to
discuss this matter with you and your staff.” e e e

. » o -
_ -

Thank you for your time and consideration of this matter. If1 may be of any
further assistance to you on this or any olher issue, plcase do not hesitate to contact me.

l-«- ‘ f‘.t
* Siggerely,

State Representative
21" Legislative District

FIP/aml:lss
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JOIMT HOUSE AND SENATE AUTIE®M COMMITTE
CHILOAON'S TRUST FUND DOAROD
TEAM PA BOARD

WOMEN IN COVERNMENT BOARD
WORMIMG FAMILIES TASK FORCE
AMERICANITALIAN CAUCUS

Senate of Permsyluania oo
March 6, 2006
Tad Decker, Chairman ‘ HLED l
PA Gaming Control Board
P.O. Box 69060 '
Harrisburg, PA 17106-9060 ‘ MAR -8 2006

Dear Chairman Decker: Board Clerk PGCB

Although I will not be presenting oral testimony at the Gaming Control Board’s
public hearings in Pittsburgh on April 19" and 20™,2006, I would like to take this
opportunity to submit written comments in support of the application submitted by Isle of
Capri Casinos, Inc.

Of the applications for the Category 2 casino license in the city of Pittsburgh, only
the proposal submitted by the gaming partner of the Pittsburgh Penguins, Isle of Capri
Casinos, Inc., a Biloxi, Mississippi company, has publicly committed funding that will
directly benefit the city. Overall, this application offers the best casino gambling option
for our city, our region, and our taxpayers for a number of reasons.

First, as you know, the granting of the casino license to Isle of Capri Casinos, Inc.
will directly result in the construction of a new $290 million arena for the Pittsburgh
Penguins hockey team, with no state or local tax dollars required. Instead of tax dollars,
the gaming revenue resulting from this casino license will be used to ensure that
Pittsburgh remains the home of the Pittsburgh Penguins by creating a multi-purpose
arena. With the Gaming Control Board estimating that the Category 2 licensee in
Pittsburgh will take in between $450 million and $650 million per year, any selected
licensee should commit some of these revenues to the community. Only Isie of Capri
Casinos, Inc. has made such a commitment, by partnering with the Pittsburgh Penguins.

Second, Isle of Capri Casinos, Inc. has committed to community revitalization
and economic development in its selected location. This proposal is an economic
impetus for the revitalization of the city of Pittsburgh’s Hill District — a revitalization that
will occur at no cost to the taxpayers. The Penguins and Isle of Capri Casinos, Inc. have
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Tad Decker, Chairman

PA Gaming Control Board
March 9, 2006

pledged to return to the community any profits eamed as a result of the proposed

$400 million community redevelopment of the lower Hill District by Nationwide Realty
Investors of Columbus, Ohio. These profits are in addition to the $1 million per year that
the Isle of Capri has promised to donate for community development from casino profits.

And third, the geographic location selected by Isle of Capri Casinos, Inc. is
accessible and will not require taxpayer funded infrastructure improvements to maintain
accessibility. With an expected draw of over six million visitors a year, ten times the
number of people who attend a Steelers football game over the course of a year, the
Category 2 licensee’s facility will be an integral part of the city. Because of the existing
transportation network in this section of the city, the location of the Isle of Capri’s casino
in the Hill District is the preferable location when compared to the other sites in the city.

Pittsburgh and the entire region will benefit from the proposed investment by the
Isle of Capri Casinos, Inc. The investment will occur in a location where economic
development efforts and new job creation are vital and sorely needed. Through this
economic development, needed revenues will be generated that will help the city of
Pittsburgh emerge from the current fiscal crisis and will ensure that the city of Pittsburgh
1s once again an economic hub for the region. The proposal put forth by Isle of Capri
Casinos, Inc., in conjunction with the Pittsburgh Penguins, is a win-win situation for both
the City of Pittsburgh and for the region as a whole.

As the Gaming Control Board evaluates the applications for the Category 2
license in the city of Pittsburgh, 1 would urge that it take into account not only the
financial feasibility of the proposal, but select the proposal that will provide the best
benefit for the city and the region as a whole. The Isle of Capri Casinos application
offers the best option for the city and our region, as well as the Commonwealth.

I appreciate the Board’s consideration of my comments as it works to select the
Category 2 licensee for the city of Pittsburgh. If you have any questions on my
comments, please call.

ly,
ANE CLARE ORIE
tate Senator
0" Senatorial District
JCO/mmh

cc. Dan Stambaugh, Liaison
PA Gaming Control Board
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Pennsylvania
Gaming Control Board

WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

I request that the foilowing comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot
operators:

—

- Nam::oYRQr-pm ; i'\ O,( m‘_’ f | - T

A———

Organization, if any:
Employer: 5‘]9 u{bﬁ/n't

COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is required)
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Dear Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board,

Hello! | am not writing to you just as a Pittsburgh Penguins fan, but as a
concerned citizen... The Pittsburgh Penguins were brought to this region in 1867,
where they found their home in the Civic Arena, built in 1961. 45 years later, they are
still calling Metion Arena home. When their lease expires in 2007, they are presented
with two options- build a new arena or relocate. How can we let a sport that has
proved to be a cornerstone of Pittsburgh sports for so many years suddenly vanish!?
However, as you are probably already aware of, The Isle of Capri has agreed to
privately fund a new arena if they are awarded the slots license. Not only does Mellon
Arena house the Penguins, but the also provide a venue for concerts, ice shows, and

ey . DR

i W e ——

many other forms of entertainment. Can Ih_i_;a_l::;?:u‘se ju_étiﬁet_i_for_i’NC Park and Heinz
Field? | don't think so. The urgency for a new arena is unfathomable! | am aware that
the other applicants for the license have acknowledged the new arena in their plans
also, however the Isle of Capri is the only plan endorsed by the Penguins. Once again,
the Isle of Capri casinos have planned to privately fund the new arena at NQ cost to
the taxpayers! Not only are they proposing a new arena, hut a revitalization of the Hill
District. They are providing for the betterment of the entire city of Pittsburgh, not just
hdckey fans. How can we pass up this opportunity? Are the other applicants’
proposals really in the best interest of the city? Shouldn’t we push to revitalize areas
in the city that need revitalized, such as the Uptown district, and not areas that are
already revitalized such as the North Shore and Station Square? It was estimated
that over $20 million dollars in revenue was lost last year due to the NHL lockout.
What will happen if the Pens permanently leave Pittsburgh? The revenue that Mellon
Arena brings in is extraordinary! | feel that we owe it to Mario Lemieux alone, for all

of his initiatives to keep the Penguins in Pittsburgh to this point. Losing_the Penguins

would prove as an economic disaster for the Uptown district. In a city thatis
struggling to rebound ourselves from economic uncertainty, do we really need
another crushing blow?! The betterment of our city relies on your vote! Thus, | ask
you to please consider awarding the slot license to The Isle of Capri for their
proposal to not only fund the Penguins with a new arena, but to revitalize the Uptown
area, which the entire city on Pittsburgh is in dire need of.

Thank you
Theresa A Cooper
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‘WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

1 request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot

operators:
aaSec  Jiecel  Derqmar)

Name;
i

Organization, if any:

‘Employer:

‘COMMENTS: (Pleas¢ use second page if more space is required) r
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WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS
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I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for siot
operators:

Address:

Telephon
o - ‘Organization, ifany:___ . _ s o peowpnen A s
FE
Employer: éed 607&“ &(' 6% Oﬂd
COMMENTS: (Ptease use second page if more space is required)
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-G Pennsylvania
&3 Gaming Control Board

WRITTEN. COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
—. -EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

e P e, e W

I.request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot
Operators:

Name: Brdnclm %3;1/1

Address:

Telephon

Organization, if any:
+ Employer: /0”6‘:’/4‘6———51(/&11‘ L
COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is requircd)l it 7 )
115 time that the citizeas acffﬁj&./{y/q are pt -F:/'J:A 7;2
'I-l‘fe’d of the CH)/ fﬁﬁf_}f shofted, I}\C‘ Ipe'djgwﬁg are fort ﬂ,’ y
s fich history and M ls i this Clfy that Fhey She
ﬁfqy o0 @ note 1o the politeins, i Yo do aat- Sepport The Tsle

Ot Captl plors T b Aot St yoo.




‘_é,}
-

Comments: Page 2 (continued)
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verify that the information contained in this written.
comment 1s true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief,




Pennsylvania
Gaming Control Board

WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

I request that the foliowing comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
constdered by the Pennsylvania Gammg Comrol Board pr101 to awarding licenses for siot
-OpEralors: e e - ;

Name: ﬁﬁ/g/ L?ﬁ jﬁfo /e,o

Address:

Organization, if any: E;é = ENS FA—A/ c /-U_B ,-/

Employer: 7?15777 /e @

COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is required) /
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WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

1 reciuest that the fbllowing comments be made parf of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot
operators:

Name: IDoAnALD E HENRNLE

Address:

Telepho

Organization, if any:

Employer: MELLoN BANK

COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is required)
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Comments: Page 2 (continued)
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I, DonALd ¢ HEAALE verify that the information contained in this written
comiment is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.
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Pennsylvania
Gaming-Control Board.

€ e

WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

1 request that the followin;g comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot

operators:

Name; \—]?G-_C&flé‘[: e ‘ r‘;';/,'j ino _
el e . e BN i U" i ]

Address

Organization, if any: Non €

Employer:___ . /'VTZ/:}-

COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is required) .
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Comments: Page 2 (continued)
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Pennsylvania
 Gaming Control Board

WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot
operators:
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Address:
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Organization, if any:

Employer: U\JML\UL\;TDQ MUTU*\L.

COMMENTS: (Pleasc use second page if more space is required)
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4 Comments: Page 2 (continued)
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FILED _

WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARING :
AT ) MAY -9 2006
1 request that the following comments be made part of the public input heafing tecord and :
considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding cens&)@:mslgqerk PGC
operators: :

Otp
.' )
Name: - Charles J Rodke ‘;\ \
Address:
Telephone: E-mail: .
Employer: .Keystone Oaks School District
.COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is required) = ;. . - L

) This letter is written in support of the Isle of Capri proposal for the Pittsburgh
. license.

This particular proposal truly makes the most economic sense for the region at
multiple levels, while providing the least detrimental impact on traffic and infrastructure.
Since our region is in dire need of a new multi-purpose arena, the 10C proposal is spot on
from that perspective as well. We all benefit from the economic engine of the arena .
events, and the I0C proposal is the most certain to retain them and the cons:derable tax

revenues they generate. ; 5%

Bl

The planned development of a blighted section of the City of Pittsburgh is a
compelling positive argument for IOC. In as much as the Lower Hill District could be
made one of a vibrant and thriving portion of the city with the right mix of residential and
commercial investment, why not take tlns opportumty to have private money be the
catalyst for the its revwal?

Additienally, 1 am concerned about the Harrah's proposal as it relates to further
. traffic congestion and over-development of one portion of our region. .Station Square i is
- already booming and will be so for the foreseeable future, why not.spreadthe . . ._
development around and allow NEW tax revenues be generated from a part of town
which currently is not producing much at all?

e

Traffic, which is already sluggish, and infrastructure, which is already at or near
capacity in the Carson St corridor, would not be served well by the thousands of
additional vehicle trips Harrah’s would bring,

The North Shore is also thriving without further impetus, and will be developed to.
its maximum potential without the slots license driving future investment. It has the
stadiums and a gentrified neighborhood to attract and hold consumer dollars.

* ok

Please consider these points when deliberating your final decision; the lsle of
Capri has the potential for the most positive impact for our region, while providing the
féwest detriments. -






