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1 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Good 1 is represented at this hearing by J. Terry
2 morning. [ am Dale Miller, the Presiding 2 Kostoff, Deputy State Treasurer for fiscal
3 Officer for the Pennsylvania Gaming Control 3 operations.
C Board Public Input Hearing. 4 Our stenographer this morning is
5 Before we begin, 1 would like to make a 5 Lorraine Herman, and our clerk to the Board is
6 few housekeeping remarks. Please turn off all 6 Mickey Kane.
7 cell phones, beepers and Blackberries so as not 7 We want to thank, once again, the Omni
8 to disturb the speakers or others in the 8 William Pena Hotel for making this facility
9 audience. 9 available for the hearing. Their cooperation
10 1 want to remind everyone that, if you 10 and hard work has been essential in the bringing
i1 choose, you may make written comments to be 11 of this public hearing to Pittsburgh today and
12 included as part of the evidentiary record at 12 for the future hearings planned for May.
13 these public input hearings. 13 This is one of a statewide series of
14 These written comments are an 14 Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board Public Input
15 alternative to live testimony and may be 15 Hearings designed to allow applicants for
16 substituted at this hearing or at any of our 16 operator gaming licenses to simultaneously
17 other live hearings or may be downioaded from 17 present their plans before the Gaming Control
18 our website and mailed to the Board. 18 Board and the public.
19 We will be accepting written comments 19 These hearings will allow mdwnduai
20 through june 2nd, 2006 and until the evidentiary 20 members of the public, community groups, elected
21 record is closed. 21 officials and local government representatives
22 As you may have observed, there are a 22 to express their thoughts and share their
23 number of media representatives present for this 23 concerns with the Board.
24 hearing. The media has been furnished with a 24 The hearing will continue throughout
25 copy of our protocols and 1 ask that these 25. the day and will end no later than 6 p.m. or
i protocols be observed. No signs on sticks, 1 until at the conclusion of the last scheduled
2 poles or anything else which might affect the 2 speaker registered for today.
3 safety of others is permitted in the room. 3 The rules and code of conduct for this
4 At this time, | would like everyone to 4 public input hearing are posted inside and
5 rise for the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 5 outside of the hearing and on the PGCB website.
6 (All present complied.) 6 They will be strictly enforced and adhered to by
1 PRESIDING OFFiCER MILLER: Thank you. 7 all participants.
8 Good morning, once again. | am Dale 8 The Board expects, and it's my
9 Miller, your presiding officer for this 9 responsibility to insist, that courtesy prevail
10 Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board Public Input 10 among all speakers, audience, presenters and
i1 Hearing. The April 19th, 2006 Public [nput 11 speakers; therefore, audience outbursts are not
12 Hearing of the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board 12 permitted, and [ respectfully ask your
13 at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, regarding Category 13 assistance in complying with this courtesy for
14 It applicants will come to order. 14 each speaker.
15 This hearing is convened by the 15 Vocal expressnon from the audience
16 Pennsyivania Gaming Control Board pursuant to 16 complicate the task of assuring each speaker the
17 the Authority of Act 71 of 2004, and 17 use of the time for which he or she is prepared
18 Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board regulation 18 and will make the stenographel"s job more
19 441.2. 19 difficult. -
20 The Board is present as a panel 20 Much will be said here today, and each
21 composed of the following members: Mary 21 of us should expect that we are all interested
22 Collins, Kenneth McCabe, Sanford Rivers, 22 in being able to hear it. Speakers will not be
' 3 Chairman Tad Decker, Chip Marshatl, and Jeffrey 23 interrupted and will be permitted to speak no
A Coy. 24 {onger than their allotted time.
25 Ex-officio member Treasurer Bob Casey 25 If | deterimine that an outburst is
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S 11
rise and raise your fight hand to be sworn.

1 disruptive to this hearing, I will call a 1
2 recess, and we will resume the hearing upon 2 (Present registered speakers complied.)
| 3 restoration of order. Persons who refuse to 3 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Do you and
acknowledge and obey the authority of the 4 ali of you swear or affirm that the testimony
5 presiding officer may be asked to leave the room 5 you are about to give shall be the truth, the
6 and the area. 6 whole truth, and nothmg but the truth, so help
7 The order of speakers today will be, 7 you God?’ ‘
8 first, spokespersons for comnfunity groups. 8 THE WlTNESSES: 1 do.
9 Those community groups’ spokespersons may speak 9 PRESIDING-OFFiCER MILLER: Thank you.
10 for up to ten minutes. Members of the general 10 You may be seated.
11 public will follow and may speak for up to three 11 The first speaker we have today is
12 minutes. 12 spokesperson for community group that will be
13 At the conclusion of the speakers, the 13 Barbara McNees from the Greater Pittsburgh
14 applicants, if they choose, may speak for 15 14 Chamber of Commerce. If you would step up to
15 minutes — up to 15 minutes - on rebuttal or 15 the microphone, please.
16 wrap-up. 16 MS. McNEES: Thank you. [ am Barbara
17 Each speaker will begin his or her 17 McNees, President of the Greater Pittsburgh
18 remarks by stating his or her name, the 18 Chamber of Commerce. 1am speaking on behalf of
19 municipality and state within which he or she 19 the chamber and its over 2,000 business members
20 resides, and the name of the entity on whose 20 throughout southwestern Pennsylvania region.
21 behalf he or she will speak. All speakers will 21 We commend the Gaming Control Board for
22 be sworn at one time at the conclusion of my 2 hoiding these series of public hearings across
23 remarks. 23 the Commonwealth as we prepare for the historic
24 To assist us in the hearing, for the 24 implementation of the gaming legislation.
25 time limits of each speaker and to assist us in 25 My remarks today are focused on the
10 . 12
1 having as many speakers heard in the time we 1 establishment of the casino in the City of
2 have available, an electronic stophght. right 2 Pittsburgh.
3 here, the timer, is located right in front of 3 As the Board moves forward in this
4 me. 4 process of awarding a license for the
5 The green light indicates the speaker’s 5 Pittsburgh-based casino, it is important to
6 time has started. When the light turns yellow, 6 consider both the complete proposals that the
7 30 seconds remain of the allotted time and the 1 gaming operators are offering and how these
8 speaker should wrap up the presentation. When 8 proposals fit with other developments affecting
9 the light turns red, a beeping sound will begin, 9 the hospitality and tourism industry in the city
10 and the speaker is expected to stop and leave 10 and throughout our region.
11 the microphone. 11 We call upon the Board to consider the
12 If anyone has any questions about this 12 full proposals p[aced before it by the gaming
13 hearing or future hearings, please see a member 13 operators.
14 of our staff stationed at the sign-up area at 14 There is no dpubt that the due
18 the rear of the hearing room. We welcome and 15 diligence that the Board will perform in regard
16 need your full attention and cooperation 16 to the applicants' financial capability, revenue
17 throughout this hearing. 17 projections and other financial considerations
18 Finally, should it be necessary for any 18 is critical to awarding a license to the most
19 of you to converse with someone who is also 19 qualified applicant.
20 attending this hearing. please have your 20 ‘But we also ask you to batance the
21 conversations out in the hallway or in the outer 21 relative investment, beyond the establishment of
22 room. 22 the casino itself, that each of the gaming
TF: Thank you for your attention and 23 operators proposes to make impact on this
2 cooperation. It is my pleasure to ask that 24 community in the terms of economic development.
25 those of you registered to speak today, please 25 The establishment of the slots-based
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1 casinos in our community comes at a time when 1 availableto us. |
2 the city is increasing, both real estate 2 The commitment to the community of all
3 development and investment activity. 3 of these teams has been phenomenal, and Mario
T Efforts have been made to revitalize 4 Lemieux, of course as an owner, has done far
v our business corridor through the Fifth and 5 more than just own a sports team.
6 Forbes area. The downtown housing market has 6 The Board believes that it would be
7 increased dramatically, with many hundreds of 7 appropriate for the source of funds funding the
8 new facilities to come on line to house more 8 new arena construction to inciude the State's
9 population in the downtown area, to encourage 9 proceeds from the soon-to-be-established gaming
10 more opportunities for a 24-hour city. 10 facility, in the City of Pittsburgh, andfor
11 In the last several years, our 11 private funding provided directly by the
12 convention center was dramatically expanded, our 12 licensed gaming operator, at any other
13 cultural district has continued to grow, a new 13 appropriate location, and other private funding.
1] stadium and a new ballpark were built on the 14 In conclusion, as we move forward in
15 north shore. 15 the licensing process, we ask two things: That
16 It is now time to replace the Mellon 16 you actively examine and review all aspects of
17 Arena. It was out of date, state-of-the-art 17 the operators' proposals; and that your
18 building, being over 50 years old, and can no 18 decision-making criteria specifically include an
19 ionger handle either the venues that are looking 19 evaluation of the additional investments that
20 to come both internationally and naticnally to 20 each operator proposes to make, not just in the
21 present in Pittsburgh, but also the people that 21 arena, but also in the surrounding community
22 are already committed there in terms of the 22 development that will have a serious impact on
23 Penguins and the sports team. It has hampered 23 our city. Thank you.
24 our ability to really bring in more activity 24 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Thank you,
25 both in the convention and tourism industry. 25 Ms. McNees, for those fine remarks.
’ 14 16
. A multi-purpose arena located in the 1 Our second speaker today is Thomas
2 City of Pittsburgh is very important to our - 2 Reinheimer from the Duquesne Incline. Ifyou
3 regional competitiveness as we move forward with 3 would step to the podium, sir.
4 revitafization. 4 MR. REINHEIMER: Pardon?
5 A modern arena would be a significant 5 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: If you would
3 economic benefit to this region. It would 6 just step to the podium for your remarks,
7 provide, as [ said, a much broader range of 7 MR. REINHEIMER: I guess | already
8 events that we would be able to offer in 8 have, B
9 conjunction with the already new convention 9 P_RESID]N_(_: OFFICER MILLER: You already
10 center and other facilities. 10 have. o
1 While the Chamber Board believes that 1 MR. REINHEIMER: My name is Tom
12 the Mellon Arena should be replaced in the near 12 Reinheimer. 1 am from Mt. Washington. [ am a
13 future, it also believes that no tax dollars 13 resident of Mt. Washington, and | am employed by
14 should be used to the construction of the 14 the society for the preservation of the Duquesne
15 multi-purpose arena. 15 Incline, whicli is-a non-profit organization
16 The Board further believes that an 16 which has maintained and operated the Duquesne
17 anchor tenant for the arena is.important; and 17 Incline for the last 40 years.
18 that this anchor tenant should continue to be 18 1 have nevér been a proponent of
19 the Penguins. 19 gambling in Pittsburgh; however, since it's
20 The Board recognizes the leadership 20 already been concluded that we will get a
21 that all of our sports teams have brought to 21 gambling casino and a license for a gambling
22 this community, to be a small market with three 22 casino in Pittsburgh; 1 believe we should go for
S major league sports teams, has really provided 23 the best opportunity. .-
us with an opportunity to market and focus on 24 Since Harrah's — the Mt. Washington
|25 our region, that would otherwise not be 25 - Community Development Corporation invited the
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17 o 19
1 group from Harrah's to come up and give us an 1 collapsing, af their expense, and they continue
2 idea of what was to be built at the south side 2 to maintain that parking lot and allow us to use
3 area because we are directly above Mt. 3 it.
e Washington, about 400 feet above Station Square. 4 In conclusion, what 1 would like to say
a And what 1 know or what | have found 5 is that in addition to being successful, the
6 out about this opportunity is the following: 6 Forest City people and the Pittsburgh History
7 They have 35 acres of undeveloped property, 7 and Landmarks' people have been very good
8 which requires no demolition. They propose the 8 neighbors.
9 largest casino, which transfates into a bigger 9 Since we don't know a lot about what we
10 return. There's plenty of room for expansion 10 are going to get, we have been promised alot,
i1 for the casino, for a hotel, for parking, again, 1 but as we know,. promises don't always come
12 with no demolition. . _ 12 through. o
13 The access via Carson Street includes 13 What we know we are going to get isa
14 the Fort Pitt Bridge and it's the least 14 casino. 1 believe that these people are good
15 intrusive on neighborhoods. To the front you 15 neighbors, and the casino will probably be what
16 have the Monongahela River, it's 400 feet to its 16 they claim it will be.
17 nearest neighbor, Mt. Washington; and to the 17 Thank you for your time.
18 west is the west end, which doesn't enter into 18 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Thank you,
19 the Carson Street configuration at all; and to 19 Mr. Reinheimer. - -
2 the east is south side, which, again, is about 20 Our next scheduled speaker is Arthur P.
21 20 blocks away, but it's a five-minute bus ride 21 Ziegler, Jr., representing the Pittsburgh
22 for people who are in the city for purpose of 22 History and Landmarks Foundation.
23 entertainment. 23 MR. ZIEGLER: Good morning and thank
24 One of the reasons 1 am speaking of 24 you. | am Arthur Ziegler, President of
25 amount of time that it would take to build this 25 Pittsburgh History and Landmarks Foundation and
- : 18 - 20
1 casino is that the original intent for the 1 aresident of Allegheny County.
2 casino was to bring tax relief for our property 2 Thirteen years ago, at our
3 taxes. 3 organization, we had a crucial decision to make.
4 And if we had to build a casino today, 4 It was 1993, we had completed the development of
5 Harrah's group, from what 1 was told, they can 5 the first phase of Station Square, which
6 preak ground tomorrow without any demolition. 6 included restoring, reusing, adapting all five
7 What I know about the group from 7 of the historic railroad buildings.
8 Station Square is Station Square was originally 8 We had made Station Square a success,
9 built by the Pittsburgh and Landmarks 9 generating profits to help fund our historic
10 Foundation, which is also in the business of 10 preservation, neighborhood revitalization, and
1 preservation. And I might add thatitis i1 education programs, and we had taken a site that
12 already Pittsburgh's premiere entertainment 12 had formerly generated $47,000 a year in real
i3 destination. 1t is aiready there. This would 13 estate and zero in parking taxes, to one that
14 just be in addition to it. u had produced 4 million a year in real estate and
15 Pittsburgh History and Landmarks 15 parking taxes, 3,000 jobs and 143 businesses.
16 Foundation from Station Square did the Duguesne 16 The next phase, as we saw it, was
17 incline a big favor by allowing us to use the 17 indeed a crucial one. It would be new
18 parking area, an area at the bottom of our 18 construction, and we decided to sell and to sell
19 incline for parking, and never charged us 19 to the right party. '
20 ~anything for it. g 20 We searched the nation for an
21 In 1964, they sold that propesty to the 21 experienced, well-financed developer witha
22 Forest City group. Since then they have not 22 transparency of public ownership and decided
23 charged us for the use of this property either, 23 upon Forest City Enterprises of Cleveland, who
24 and they have removed, demolished the old 24 were already at work in Pittsburgh.
25 Lawrence Paint Company building, which was 25

We also felt that gaming might some day
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21
come to Pittsburgh, and Station Square would be

SR 23
just from around-Pittsburgh, but from around the

1
2 an appropriate site for that purpose, and with 2 world, and they plan fo have them stay and enjoy
3 Forest City we selected Harrah's as a future 3 our city, to use the convention center, to use
- partner. 4 the Gateway Clipper, to use Carson Street, to
9 We sold Station Square with the 5 use the cultural district, to use the ballparks
6 requirement that if gaming came within a set 6 and to use our historic neighborhoods.
1 number of years, a further payment would come o 7 Forest City/Harrah's will make by far
8 our organization. That payment is $25 million, 8 the largest investment, a billion dollar project
9 and it would be added entirely to our 9 that includes a $512 million casine complex,
10 philanthropic funds and used for neighborhood 10 mixed-use residential community of 1250 homes,
11 revitalization, historic preservation, building 11 700 new hotel rooms, in addition to the 1,000
12 structures, landscapes and education in the 12 that they already own here.
13 schools. 13 They fulfill the enabling legislation
14 We also, 13 years ago and yet today, 1 because they invest their own money. They ask
15 wanted to ensure that people from our 15 for no tax assistance, and they deliver the
16 disadvantaged neighborhoods would find 16 highest revenue to the taxing agencies for
17 empioyment and be well-trained for that 17 property tax relief. .
18 employment, so we all agreed that Manchester 18 You heard the numbers yesterday on the
19 Bidwell Training Center would seek, recruit, 19 gaming tax and the property tax. Add to that
20 employ and train the gaming employees to be 20 nearly a half billion, the enormous flow of
21 employed, now projected by Harrah's to be 2,000 21 parking taxes, wage taxes, income taxes, sales
22 at the start and 3,000 ultimately. 22 taxes, | think they are way ahead.
23 Now, it is easy to say that our 23 We looked at Harrah's treatment of
24 organization benefits, but our benefit goes to 24 employees. The average national wage for
25 all of the parties involved in revitalizing our 25 Harrah's is $45,000, They pay full health
. 22 T 24
1 city to our historic assets. i benefits and they operate union.
2 Nevertheless, in the last year we had 2 it is not just a pledge to seek
3 to ask ourselves, did we make the right decision 3 employees from our diverse neighborhoods. The
4 in 1993 and '94? We've looked at all of the 4 mechanism is in place, it is the Bidwell Center,
5 proposals intensively to see whether we did or 5 which has a track record of 30 years helping
6 didn't. We tried to be objective. And we feel 6 people in our neighborhoods.
7 in the end that we did select the right team. 1 7 And then, finally, there are the
8 want to tell you why. 8 philanthropic community benefits. Landmarks
9 First is their financial wherewithal. 9 will use its money for economic revitalization
10 The evidence is in. Forest City, when we first 10 programs in historic neighborhoods, for the
1 got to know them, was 2 $2.5 billion company. 1 renewal of historic structures and landscapes
12 Today, as you saw in the presentation yesterday, 12 and for educational programs that serve 12,000
13 is a $9.4 bitlion company. 13 students and adults in our schools and in our
14 Harrah's, in this decade, has grown to 14 city and county. .
15 be the largest gaming company in the world. The 15 In addition, Forest City/Harrah's will
16 only one of the contenderes to be listed on the 16 establish a fund of not less than $1 million a
17 SMP 500 in the Dow Jones Sustainability index 17 year, it will be granted the organizations
18 and able to issue investment-grade bonds to 18 working in disadvantaged neighborhoods and for
19 carry out its work. 19 general community welfare, and it will be
20 It's a publically-held, transparent 20 operated as Franco Harris said yesterday, under
21 company, with minimum insider ownership. it 21 his chairmanship and for all neighborhoods in
22 broadens the market for the casino, again as you 22 thecity.
423 heard yesterday, with the 40-million-member 23 We believe in the projections that
¥ P loyalty program. 24 Harrah'sfForest City has made. We also believe
25 They plan to bring customers here not 25 in the defivery potential on those projections.
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25 . C 27
1 These are two major publically-heid companies 1 partnerships between community groups in a major
2 that have been in business for decades, have 2 institution. :
3 risen to the crown of their industries, have the 3 We created the North Side Community
: proven track record; and because they are 4 Development Fund to spur business and economic
5 publicaily-held, for their own interest and as ] development through petter-than-market-rate
6 . public companies, they must do their best to 6 loans. We are supported in our work by tax
7 forecast their markets as accurately as 7 credit partnership with the H J Heinz Company,
8 possible. Therefore, as we look at the total 8 one of only a handful of such partnerships in
8 picture, the amount of investment, the tax 9 Pennsylvania,
10 revenues, the job numbers, recruitment and 10 We have been selected as one of five
11 training, the delivery of a product and 11 fulty-funded Main Streets Programs in the city
12 philanthropy, we feel that the Station Square 12 and one of only five inaugural Elm Street
13 proposal is unmatched. 13 Districts in the city under this new state
14 Thank yeu very much. 14 community development program.
15 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Thank you, 15 The conference is governed by a board
16 Mr. Ziegler. 16 composed of representatives of the various
17 The next speaker is scheduled to be 17 neighborhood organizations, along with
18 Mark T. Fatla, the North Side Leadership 18 representatives of several key stakeholder
19 Confereice spokesperson. 19 parters on the North Side.
20 MR. FATLA: Thank you. 20 The conference acts through decisions
21 Good morning. My name is Mark Fatla. 21 of the Board of Directors, ensuring a
22 { am a resident of the City of Pittsburgh, and | 22 broad-based position representing the best
23 serve as executive disector of the North Side 23 interest of the North Side.
24 Leadership Conference. 24 The wisdom of the conference’s
25 The conference is a non-profit 25 structure and the wisdom of past decision-making
26 . _ 28
1 community development corporation serving the 14 1 may be found in part in our longevity. NSLC
2 neighborhoods and other stakeholders in the 2 enters its 24th year of service to the
3 north side of Pittsburgh. Our service area 3 communitiés on.the North Side.
4 includes 60,000 residents, as well as some of 4 * The staff and member organizations of
5 the region's primary institutions and 5 the conference have diligently explored the
3 attractions. The 14 neighborhoods of the north 6 issues of a new casino license and the merits of
7 side constitute one-fifth of the entire City of 1 the three applicants. We requested and received °
8 Pittsburgh. _ 8 presentations from all three applicants. We had
9 The conference provides a variety of 9 opportunity to request their representatives and
10 services and programs to strengthen and grow the 10 to review various materials to each applicant.
11 neighborhoods of the North Side. We develop new 11 All applicants were responsive to our
12 and rehabilitated housing, revitalize 12 request and generous with their time, and on
13 neighborheod business districts, and support the 13 behalf of the North Side Leadership Conference |
1 preservation and restoration of historic 14 extend our thanks to them.
15 structures and districts. 15 It is fair to say that the members of
16 We operate an employment program, which 16 the conference responded favorably to proposed
17 endeavors to provide North Siders with living 17 community benefits for each of the applicants.
18 wage jobs and careers with potential for 18 For example, given the North Side's
19 . advancement. . 19 wonderful colfection-of historic districts, we
20 - We are engaged in th¢ restoration of 20 have enjoyed a long and cooperative relationship
21 the Allegheny Commons, the Urban Park at the 21 with Pictsburgh History and Landmark Foundation.
22 center of Old Allegheny. We operate various 22 After receiving all three
. 23 Health and Welfare programs in cooperation with 23 presentations, the membership of NSLC concluded
24 Allegheny General Hospital, under one of the 24 that it would not take an affirmative position
25 oldest and most successful community benefits 25

for any applicant; however, one of the proposed
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1 sites is most physically approximate to the i and the North Side neighborhoods.

2 neighborhoods of the North Side and, in fact, is 2 in the interest of time, I will not

3 the only proposed site located on the North 3 recite the terms but | will submit a copy of the

Side. 4 letter of agreement and request that it be made

E Consequently, the North Side will 5 part of the record and be incorporated in my

6 directly bear certain impacts in the event that 6 remarks for the record.

7 PITG Gaming is selected for the award of the 7 1 will add that in our conversations

8 license. 8 with Mr. Barden and his team, we have found them

] The North Side has had a long history 9 to be desirous of the true partnership with the
10 of large scale projects that brings significant 10 community. '

11 impacts to our North Side neighborhoods. 11 We found Mr. Barden to be aman of his
12 Visit us during a large sporting event, 12 word, and in the event PITG receives the
13 concert or fireworks display to experience the 13 license, we look forward to the opportunity to
14 positives and negatives of living in close 14 work with Mr. Barden and his team to strengthen
15 proximity to such developments and attractions. 15 the North Side and the Pittsburgh region.
16 ) We have had mixed results in that 16 Finally, on behalf of the North Side
17 history, with some developers unconcerned with 17 Leadership Conference, its member neighborhood
18 the consequences visited upon the neighborhoods 18 organizations and partner stakeholders, | extend
19 by their actions and choices in development and 19 our thanks to the Board for the opportunity to
20 operations. 20 offer our comments.
21 Given its unigue location and the 21 Thankyou.
22 corresponding impacts at the proposed site, the 22 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Thank you,
23 conference membership determined that it would 23 Mr.Fatla. _ .
24 meet further with the PITG organization to 24 And I not that if you do have an
25 discuss the North Side's particular concerns 25 agreement that you want to enter as an exhibit,

30 — 32

1 over their proposed development. 1 if you would give it to our clerk, Mickey Kane,

2 We are pleased to report that PITG and 2 she will mark it and enter it into the record;

3 Mr. Don Barden have responded to our concerns as 3 and that goes for anyone else who has an exhibit

] responsible corporate citizens. They have ] that they want to make part of the record. It

5 engaged in honest and respectful dialogue. They 5 would go to our clerk to the Board, Mickey Kane.

6 have respected our concerns and worries, even 6 Our next speaker is scheduled to be

1 when they did not agree. 7 Marley Sweeney, who is representing Meals on

8 They invited an opportunity to define 8 Wheels Association of America.

9 + clear commitments to the North Side 9 MS. SWEENEY: Good morning. My name is
10 neighboshoods in the event that PITG was 10 Marley Sweeney, and 1 work for Meals on Wheels
1 selected for the award of the license at the 11 Association of America, the Chicago office.

12 proposed site. 12 | have come to Pittsburgh today to

13 [ am pleased to report that we have i3 express to this Board the support that our

14 achieved a written letter of agreement between 14 association has for Harrah's Entertainment.

15 the North Side Leadership Conference and PITG 15 It might seem odd thata not-for-profit

16 Gaming, LLC, defining PITG's commitments in the 16 organization, whose focus is on senior hunger,

17 event of being selected licensee. 17 would rise in for support for Harrah's. For us

18 This agreement fairly addresses the 18 this is not true.

19 concerns expressed by our member organizations 19 MOWA, as our association is called, has

20 and does so in a spirit of cooperation and 20 been a partner with Harral's for almost five

21 partnership. 21 years. In that period of time they have saved

22 The nature and progress of these 22 countless lives. They have contributed their
123 discussions refiect, we believe, a sincere 23 money, in excess of $3 million, and have donated

24 commitment on behalf of PITG and Mr. Barden to 24 26 trucks to help transport food to hungry

25 become a real part of and asset to Pittsburgh 25 homebound seniors, their time, all of their
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1 properties have committed thousands and 1 501(c)3) non-profit established in 1999 to
2 thousands of volunteer hours to deliver meals 2 create a master plan and vision for the rivers,
3 and their support for our projects in support of 3 and fortunately one that has stayed together to
our mission. 4 implement that master plan.
3 In short, this is a partnership that is 5 1 am speaking this morning on behalf of
6 genuine. Harrah's as an organization is an 3 55 board members, and my remarks are informed by
7 excellent corporate citizen. The employees of 7 over 180 public meetings that have been held
:} Harrah's, as individuals, are wonderful friends 8 throughout the region in which the public have
9 of our organization as well. g poured out their hopes and dreams for the
10 We also know that many other non-profit 10 rivers. o
1 organizations that are partnering with Harrah's, 11 The decision to locate a casino in
12 and they tell us that they too are grateful to 12 Pittsburgh is one of the most important
13 Harrah's for all that they do. 13 decisions of our day. It carries immense
14 1 stand before you today to tell you 14 responsibility. You are in the unenviable
15 at Meals on Wheels Association of America are 15 position of figuring out which proposals mect
16 proud to partner with Harrah's and work and fook 16 projections and maximized revenue.
17 forward to many more years of this partnership, 17 Two-of the sites in Pittsburgh occupy
18 because they are committed to ending senior 18 prominent riverfront property. Both property
19 hunger and have pledged to do something about 19 owners have been leaders in the riverfront
20 it. 20 revitalization process, demonstrating in
21 1flew across the country to testify 21 practice that what is good for business can be
22 today because | am a native of Pittsburgh. My 22 good for Pittsburgh and can enhance our
23 family still lives here, and 1 asked to 23 riverfront environment.
24 represent MOWA today because [ wanted my fellow 24 There are benefits to our community
25 Pittsburghers to know that ! loye this city, and 25 that can accrue from a beautiful and
4 o _ 36
1 { only want the best for it. 1 carefully-planned development on the rivers,
2 I can tell you that having Harrah's in 2 benefits that will last beyond this year's
3 our city would be a good thing. They are 3 revenue or next to create a legacy for our
§ partners with local charities inall of the 4 future. C
5 cities in which there are properties. They are 5 In the words of David McCuilough, who
6 a corporation with a conscience. & opened the first meeting of the Riverlife Task
7 1 can tell you that because of them, on 7 Force in 1999, "As you think of the Pittsburgh
8 March 22nd, just a few weeks ago, we had almost 8 waterfront, built on jts heroic past, the
9 600 mayors across the United States deliver 9 confiuence of thé hills and rivess, the port,
10 meals to seven seniors because Harrah's 10 the steel town that was known as 'Hell with a
1 supported our Marriage for Meals campaign with 1 lid off; and built as.well on its spirit and
12 their time, their money and their volunteer 12 vitality, do nothing but the best, nothing short
13 efforts. 13 term and nothing insipid, instead make this a
14 1 am here today to thank them 1 place where you want to bring the people you
18 publically, and to ask that you grant the City 15 love.® .
16 of Pittsburgh the honor of having a wonderful 16 Since 1999, $2.5 billion have been
17 company like Harrah's take up residency right 17 invested in downtown riverfront projects. Not
18 here in our wonderful steel city. 18 only in the defivery of two new stadiums, the
19 ' Thank you very much for your time. 19 David L. Lawrence Convention Center and North
20 PRESIDING OFFiCER MILLER: Thank you. 20 Shore Park, but in thé construction and rehab of
21 Our next scheduled speaker is Lisa Shroeder, 21 commercial headquarters, offices, hotels,
22 representing the Riverlife Task Force. 22 cultural institations, bridge renovations, water
23 MS. SHROEDER: Good morning. 23 landings and greenways.
24 1 am Lisa Shroeder, Executive Director 24 Ninety million of that sum or 27% has
25 of Riverlife. Riverlife Task Forceis a 25 been invested in infrastructure and green space,
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1 with an undeniably catalytic effect. 1 the public. The north shore harbors sports
2 Right now, three corporate headquarters 2 fans, kayakers, rowers and children, while
3 are under development on riverfront sites, and 3 extending the downtown business district.
! four residential complexes are under 4 Property owners and developers are
5 construction delivering more than 800 new units 5 setting new standards for qualities and public
6 on the rivers alone, a critical surge toward 6 access and the development of a casino should be
7 creating a new residential community downtown. 7 no exception.
B Waterfrosit property carries a premium, 8 Itis cntlcal that a casino and
9 and waterfront development has been a key 9 related development maximize the potential of
10 strategy to transform post-industrial 10 our riverfronts and set a new standard by
11 American cities. Chicago, Chattanooga, 11 setting the urban infrastructure from our
12 Louisville, San Antonio and a score of other 12 neighborhoods and commercial districts to the
13 cities have proven that well-developed parks 13 rivers. y
14 and publically-accessible riverfronts lure 14 The design and construction of these
15 people back to the city, raise property values, 15 complexes - from the concept, to the
16 attract visitors and provide the incentive to 16 particulars, to the ambiance — can move the
17 attract professional talent. 17 city forward or cosversely can result in hasty
18 Pittsburgh is no exception. In faci, 18 mistakes. ,
18 we are well on our way to having a seamlessly 19 As advocated by the gaming task force,
20 connected riverfront park system in one of the 20 we urge the Comiission to enforce mandatory
21 most spectacular settings in this country or any 21 adherence to the design guidelines that have
22 other. 22 been accepted by the City of Pittsburgh as a
23 Soon construction will begin to 23 basis for approving riverfront projects.
24 revitalize Point State Park as the ceater of a 24 These gmd_ehnes address the way that
25 . regional trail system that will link downtown to 25 buildings, open space and infrastructure can
38 S 40
1 the great Allegheny passage to Washington DC, 1 connect the rivers and the park to the city
2 opening our riverfronts to millions of new 2 fabsic. They lay out standards for building
3 recreational users each year, as well as to 3 bulk and transparencies for the arrangement of
4 conventioneers, tourists, downtown workers and 4 parking; for the selection of high-quality
5 residents. 5 building materials; for the creation of links
6 This momentum underway in Pittsburgh 6 for pedestnans bicycles, and multiple modes of
7 has been generated through effort, determination 7 transportation; for the preservation of view
8 and civic pride. The Riverlife Task Force is ] corridors and landscaping trails and water
g honored to host a unique public/private 9 landings along the river's edge.
10 partnership city that brings the city, county 10 They advocate for LEED-rated design and
11 and PennDOT together with private property 1 construction to reverse our history and set an
12 owners and developers. 12 example for environmental responsibility. We
13 Through the generous investors of 13 urge the Commission to evaluate the proposals
14 Pittshurgh's foundations, corporations and 1 based on these standards and hold to these
15 businesses, we have been able to pursue 15 standards in the fiiture for both temporary and
16 coordinated investment strategies in many cases 16 permanent structures. .
17 against market trends and against the odds. The 17 Honor the effort and the investment
18 results are evident. 18 that has been put. forward in this community.
19 In the convention center, we boast the 19 Ensure that the selected plan builds on the
20 largest green building in the world. The South 20 opportunity rather than creating a new
21 Side Works development is attracting a young, 21 liability. e
22 professional population to a historic 22 As momentum builds to redefine
\23 neighborhood. 23 Pittsburgh as a great place to live, work, study
24 A new riverfront gateway and 41-slip 24 and play, it is good business to invest in our
25 marina at Station Square provides docking for 25

riverfront. Our rivers are a natural treasuse
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1 occupying the heart of the public domain. Honor 1 Square proposal incfude overflow parking in our
2 that geography. 2 residential areas, traffic congestion at the
3 Seize this opportunity.to reinforce a 3 base of McArdle, Grandview Avenue, East Sycamore
: hard-won trend of momentum and economic 4 Street, Carson Street and the Smithfield Bridge,
5 activity. Make the rivers the front door of 5 negative impacts on the image of our Scenic
6 Pittsburgh. Make the rivers a place where you 6 Byway park and increased crime.
7 want to bring the people you love. 7 The MWCDC would also hope for some kind
8 Thank you very much. 8 of guarantee that the promises made to
9 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Next speaker 9 communities dusing the bidding process by
10 is Ethan Raup, representing the Mt. Washington 10 whomever is selected are kept after the license
1 Community Development Corporation. Mr. Raup. 131 is granted and the casino and related projects
12 MR. RAUP: Good morning. Ethan Raup, 12 ase billed out. -
13 Executive Director for the Mt. Washington 13 Thank you very much for this
14 Community Development Corporation. The MWCDC is 1 opportunity to speak.
15 a 501(c)(3) non-profit. 15 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Thank you,
16 We are a member-driven organization 16 Mr. Raup. : -
17 representing roughly 13,000 residents of 17 Our next scheduled speaker is Joan
18 the Mt. Washington and Duquesne Heights 18 Stein from the Accessibility Development.
18 neighborhoods. 19 MS. STEIN: Good moraing.
20 The MWCDC Board has voted to remain 20 My name is Joan Stein. 1am a resident
21 neutral on the location of a casino in 21 of Allegheny County, and I am the President and
22 Pittsburgh. There are a range of opinions on 22 CEO of Accessibility Development Associates
23 gaming in general, and on a Pittsburgh location 23 [ncorporated (ADA Incorporated).
24 in particular. . 24 We are a business located here in the
25 Forest City has presented to us at our 25 golden triangle of Pittsburgh. We area
42 . 44
1 monthly forum meeting in March, and we look 1 Pittsburgh-based.company that provides a wide
2 forward to a similar presentation from the Isle 2 range of Americans with Disabilities Act and
3 of Capri next week. S 3 other disability-related consulting services to
4 MWCDC has had a healthy working 4 governmental, civic, business and other
5 relationship with Forest City, and we expect 5 publically- and privately-owned organizations
6 that will continue regardless of this issue. ] across the United Sfates.
7 We look forward to whomever is selected 7 We are also certified as a woman
B to maximize positive impacts to our commuaity 8 business enterprise by the Pennsylvania
9 and to minimize the negative impacts. The 9 Department of General Services, Office of
10 Station Square proposal would likely have the 10 Minority Business. =~
11 most direct impacts on Mt. Washington. 11 Our mission is to assist organizations
12 Some positive impacts might include 12 to identify and remove both the architectural
13 additional tourist traffic on two inclines, 13 and the attitudinal barriers that exist within
14 increased foot traffic for business on Shiloh 1 those organizations that prevent individuals
15 Street and increased restaurant patronage on 15 with disabilities from entering and fully
16 Grandview Avente. 16 participating. 7_
17 It is also possible that the job 17 My purpose here today in speaking
18 creation and mixed-use development may help 18 before the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board is
19 strengthen the real estate market in Mt. 19 to talk about the importance of the full
20 Washington, 20 inclusion of individuals with disabilities into
21 The MWCDC hoard and community have 21 the fabric of our community and to make two
2 expressed concerns about gaming in general, 22 points that are germane to this.
23 which focus on human impacts,“and whether gaming 23 The Americans with Disabilities Act,
24 will truly bring any property tax relief. 24 ADA, is a civil rights law that was signed into
25 Specific concerns regarding the Station 25 law by former president George Bush, July 26th,
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1 1990. It provides protection from 1 seek out businesses that accommodate those
2 discrimination to the fastest growing minority 2 changes. -
3 in this country. 3 They can‘t spend their money if they
- [t was intended to open opportunities 4 can't get in or get around. Are you convinced
2 for individuals with disabilities in employment, 5 yet? When the ADA was passed and the
6 public education and services and private 3 regulations for designing and building new
7 industry, including retail, entertainment, 7 facilities were put into place, everyone thought
8 cultural events, including casinos. 8 it was a done deal. Well, it wasn't.
9 Many people operate under the 9 Because i is a civil rights law, and
10 misconception that individuals with disabilities 10 not buildmg code, many design and construction
11 have no family, live alone and live on a fixed 11 professionals are still having difficulty
12 income. Basically that they have no life. So 12 interpreting what the regulations really mean.
13 why would you want to market to them? 13 Then they have to make sure that their plans
14 Well, let me give you some statistics U comply with all of the building codes that the
15 to help you understand why the gaming industry 15 local and state officials are reviewing for,
16 should pay close attention to this market. 16 which do not include the ADA.
17 People with disabilities represent the fastest 17 Owners and developers rely on them to
18 growing minority in this country. 18 design and construct facilities that, quote,
19 When the ADA was signed into law in 19 comply with all applicabie codes and
20 1990, there were 43 million Americans with 20 regulations, end quote; but because the ADAis a’
21 disabilities. According to the 2004 census, 21 complaint-driven law, the ADA requirements don't
22 there were 54 million Americans with 22 always get fully induded, and lawsuits in
23 disabilities, roughly 17% of the population. 23 federal court or complaints to the Department of
24 The large and growing market of people 24 Justice get filed by individual groups or people
25 with disabilities has $175 billion in 25 that are known as professional plaintiffs.
46 48
L discretionary spending, according to the U.S, 1 So my first strong recommendation is
2 Department of Labor. 2 that every potential bidder and operator of a
3 $175 billion is almost two times the 3 casino must ensure that their facilities are
4 spending power of teens, and more than 17 times § designed and constructed to be fully compliant
5 the spending power of tweens, 8-t0-12- year-olds, 5 with the Americans with Disabilities Act
8 fwo demographics sought after by businesses. 6 Accessibility Guidelines as a baseline. This
7 An open doors organization study 7 must be a requirement. Nothing less.
8 estimated in 2003 that diners with disabilities 8 The second point that | wish to discuss
9 would spend $35 billion in restaurants that 9 is the opportunity that the Isle of Capri's
10 year. The study found that more than 75% of 10 proposal offers individuals with disabilities
11 people with disabilities eat out at a restaurant 11 and their families and friends in our region.
12 at least once a week. 12 As we all know the Mellon arena, or for
13 The New York Times reported that 13 those of us who.were born and raised here and *
1 spending by travellers with disabilities exceeds u graduated from it, the civic arena is old. It
15 $13.6 billion annually. We want these people 15 is the oldest arena in the National Hockey
16 coming to Pittsburgh as a destination. 16 League.
17 AARP says that 4 million Americans turn 17 What you may not know or ever thought
18 50 each year — | was one of them in 2005 - and 18 about is that it is also sorely lacking in
19 that people aged 50 and older spent nearly $400 19 accessibility. Now, _whe_n the arena was built
20 billion in 2003. 20 more than 40 yearsago, accessibility
21 At age 50, adults are likely to 21 regulations weren't on the books, and people
22 experience age-related physical changes that may 22 with disabilities weren't even on the radar
) affect hearing, vision, cognition and mobility. 23 screen. _
S While they may not think of themselves as having 24 Trying to retrofit the arena to make
25 25 it user-friendly to people with disabilities has
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directly or indirectly finance the development

1 " proven to be an arduous and costly task. 1
2 The Isle of Capri's upfront-commitment 2 construction of a new arena.
3 to totally fund a new arena with private money 3 ! will first speak about being a
- has a number of very important benefits. 4 lawyer, as 1 am, the most boring topic, namely
5 It provides immediate and private 5 the law. It has been suggested by reported
6 funding for design and construction of an arena. 3 comments by elected officials, by third parties
7 It provides a venue that will produce tax 7 and has been raised, specifically, or at least
B revenues for the City of Pittsburgh, virtually 8 has reportedly been raised specifically by the
9 365 days a year. This will not be an arena just 9 Forest City/Harrah's group as to whether or not
10 for the Penguins, but for other events as well. 10 the funding of the new arena is even legal or,
1 it will immediately put to rest the 1 if not legal, whether or not this Board can
12 fear of the Penguins leaving town and Pittsburgh 12 consider the funding of a new arena, when it
13 losing an important ambassador with a 13 makes its determination.
1 disability, and most importantly it will provide U I will state first that the only
15 a user-friendly venue where my friends, family, 15 provision that Forest City or Harrah's can rely
16 co-workers and others with disabilities can 16 upon to argue that it would be improper is
17 enjoy hockey games, tractor pulls, concerts, 17 Section 1313, which specifically deals with
18 Disney on Ice or any other events that will be 18 financial fitness requirements.
19 lucky enough to get a date on the calendar. 19 The Genesis of that provision, as many
20 They have already approached my 20 of you looked up your bios, have a wide history
21 - organization to assist them in designing and 21 in gaming legislation. There are many ways to
22 constructing an entire development that will 22 go about the issuance of a gaming license and
23 enable everyone the full opportunity to work 23 many of those ways have been studied, and they
24 there, spend their money there, enjoy themselves 24 have been the subject of numerous economic
25 watching the Penguins win and contributing to 25 studies. T
. 50 E | 52
i the City of Pittsburgh's entertainment tax, just 1 | refer you specifically to the
2 like everyone else. 2 Expanding Slot Gaming in California Business
3 By the way, are you curious about my 3 Analysis. The concern is, is the best way to
4 comment about the ambassador with the 4 award a license by competitive bidding? By
5 disability? Mario hasn't hidden his disability, 5 having a reverse auction, for example, where
6 nor his desire to keep his team here in 6 what you do is you go out and you see who wants
7 Pittsburgh. 7 to pay the largest license fee and who wants to
8 Thank you for your time and attention. 8 provide the largest percentage tax revenue, that
9 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Thank you, 9 would be one way to go about the licensing
10 Ms. Stein. 10 process.
11 Our next speaker is scheduled to be 11 The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
12 Ronald W. Crouch representing the arena for 12 disavowed that one. When the legislature passed
13 Pittsburgh Incorporated. 13 its legislation, it chose to go through the
u Mr. Crouch. . 14 process that we are now going through, where the-
i5 MR. CROUCH: Good morning. My name is 15 licensing fee is set, where the percentage of
16 Ron Crouch. 1 am the Chairman of Arena for 16 revenue paid as tax is set, and the other
17 Pittsburgh, Inc. I am a resident of the 17 consideratioris become predominant.
18 Allegheny - County of Allegheny and have been 18 What the Isle of Capri is offering to
19 for the last 47 years. | worked my entire adult 19 do does not violate any of those principles. It
20 life in downtown Pittsburgh. 20 is not providing additional dollars towards a
21 The mission statement of Arena for 21 licensing fee. Itis not engaging in a
22 Pittsburgh, as the name would suggest, is that 22 competitive bidding or auctioning process, nor -
B! we are strenuously pursuing that the issuance of 23 is it guaranteeing or promising any additional
<t the Category Ii gaming license for the City of 24 tax revenue to any body.
25 Pittsburgh and County of Allegheny should ejther 25

It is not violating the principles of
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1 operational viability and, indeed, it would be 1 neutral, although it is becoming increasingly
2 the height of irony for this Board to consider 2 difficult to do so. - -
3 that the construction of a new arena, which is 3 The speaker hefore me mentioned that it
_ going to host more than 100 events during the 4 is the oldest arena in the National Hockey
. course of a year and draw more than 1.5 million 5 League. Well, it is much worse than that. And
6 people past the doors of its establishment, is 6 she mentioned that it is inaccessible and,
7 somehow a danger to its economic viability, nor 7 actually, | would proffer itis a dangerous
] should it be considered a danger to economic 8 facility, as we experienced not too long ago
9 viability or a detriment to its financial 9 when we had two power outages, and there was a
10 fitness requirements, because none of those come 10 concern for the need for evacuation.
i1 « out of the operational dollars on an annual or 1 You have jerry-rigged seats, the
12 budgetary basis. 12 balcony at the civic arena — of Mellon arena
13 Not only is it not a violation to fund 13 are seats that no elderly persen, fio person with
1 and develop a new arena, this Board is required 14 any disability could ever get into, and to have
15 to consider it. The eligibility requirements 15 to vacate that building in an emergency would be
16 that the Board is to consider, there are two 16 extraordinary a;id-difﬁcult.
17 mandatory requirements that-are listed. There 17 It is not only the oldest in the NHL;
18 are then seven discretionary items that are 18 if it was an NBA team, it would be the oldestin
19 listed, and those seven discretionary items list 19 the NBA. It would not only be the oldest, but
20 such things as the potential for new economic 20 it would be the oldest by decades for both the
21 development and recreation, the degree to which 21 NBA and the NHL,, except for Madison Square
22 an applicant represents a plan for the project 22 Garden, which, of course, underwent a very
23 which will likely lead to the creation of 23 substantial tens-of-million-dollar renovation in
24 quality fiving, full-time jobs, permanent jobs 24 the eighties.
25 for residents and mitigating the potential 25 it is also the smallest. If you take
54 : 56
ot adverse effects. The construction of a new 1 out the — and if you take out the 3,000
2 arena does all of those things. 2 jerry-rigged seats, some of which have only
3 Once you go beyond the discretionary 3 partial visibility or obstructed views, it would
4 ..jtems, you would then turn to the legislative 4 not only be the smallest, but it would be the
5 intent, and this Act doesn't lead back to the 5 smallest by several thousand seats.
6 question. [t specifically lists the legislative 6 I have been a resident of the city for
7 intent that this board is to consider, namely, 7 quite some time, as ['ve indicated, and 1 have
B significant source of new revenue to support 8 watched our city go from being amongst the top
9 property tax, relief wage tax reduction, 9 20 in population.. 1 have watched the county
10 economic development and other similar 10 from becoming one of the largest in the
11 initiatives, broad economic opportunities to the 1 metropolitan areas, to the most recent census
12 citizens of the Commonwealth, not to the owner 12 data now lists the City of Pittsburgh at 48 with
i3 of the facility, further development of the 13 a population of only 327,000.
1 tourism market, and the public interest and 14 With the metropolitan area ranked 22 in
15 social effect that gaming must be taken into 15 the country, we aré consistently losing 3 to 4%
16 consideration by each and every decision or 16 of our population per year. We consistently are
17 order of this Board. 17 losing businesses.
18 So § put it to you that not only is the 18 The residents are leaving the City of
19 funding or development of a new arena not 19 Pittsburgh by historical accident and by
20 violative of the legislative process, but it is 20 topography. The problem with the City of
21 something that this Board is mandated by 21 Pittsburgh is that we have a very small tax
22 legislative intent and by the act to take into 22 base. It is geographically very compact. So to
2 account. 23 generate tax revenue in a circumstance where we
q24 _ Now, as for the need for the new arena, 24 are losing population and a circumstance where
25 this organization, like the otliers, has remained 25 we are losing businesses and where the existing
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1 businesses can avoid city taxes, simply by 1 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Thank you,
2 moving their headquarters by three or four 2 Mr. Crouch, for your comments.

3 miles, it is quite a crisis. It is a death 3 The next speaker is Mike Mooney,

o spiral, 4 spokesperson for Slots for Mario.

2 The creation of a new arena is 5 MR. MOONEY: Good morning. My name is

6 fundamental to reversing that:spiral. Up until 6 Michael Mooney, and | represent over 36,000

7 a couple weeks ago, people would ask me about 7 individuals who signed our petition at

8 the mission statement of Arena for Pittsburgh, 8 Slots for Mario.com.

9 and [ would say that we are very much aligned 9 A friend and-1 started
10 with the philosophy of Chief Executive Dan 10 Stots for Mario.com in June of 2004 when the
1 Onorato; and that is that directly or indirectly 11 slots legislation was originally passed.

12 this gaming license should fund the development 12 Our intent at that time was to gather
13 of a new arena. 13 signatures in support of using the opportunity
1 After yesterday, | don't think 1 can 1 presented by the slots legislation to have a new
15 any longer say that. And I think if we analyze 15 multi-purpose arena built for Pittsburgh with no
16 Chief Executive Oronato’s comments, he perhaps 16 taxpayer money, and keep the Penguins here in
17 unwittingly has endorsed the Isle of Capri plan. 17 Pittsburgh. ‘
18 He said it is a done deal, no matter who wins, 18 Since then, slots for Mario.com has
19 you have an arrangement now to build an arena 19 become much more. We are a place where
20 - with gaming money; and that is where you want to 20 supporters can come and get news about the
21 “be. 21 process, and how they can help accomplish our
22 Well, no, you don't. You have one of 22 goal of getting a new arena and keeping the
23 two possibilities. You have the Isie of Capri 23 Penguins in Pittsburgh.
24 which is going to fund and put the new arena in 24 There is only one applicant that has
25 place. ' 25 met our objective, and that is the Isle of
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L We are at a unigue point in the history 1 Capri; that is why we support awarding the

2 of this region. The county cannot afford a new 2 Pittshurgh area slots license to the Isle of

3 arena. The state either cannot afford or will 3 Capri. L

4 not fund a new arena. The only way this arena 4 We believe it is the best option for

5 is going to be built is if within the next 12 5 Pittsburgh for many reasons. The Isle of Capri

6 months we have a coalescence of gaming money and 6 plan includes building of a new multi-purpose

7 other private dollars. 7 arena for the Greater Pittsburgh Region, with no

8 Plan B only works if the Pittsburgh 8 taxpayer money.

9 Penguins choose to incur an additional fee to 9 The Isle of Capri plans to redevelop a
10 stay in Pittsburgh. Itis at a time when they 10 long-neglected area of the city, which will help
1 are being solicited and sought for by numerous 11 generate jobs, housing and a new entertainment
12 cities throughout the nation. 12 destination. -

13 When [ announced the formation of our 13 The Isle of Capri also plans to ensure
14 organization, the first city to publicize it was 14 the future of the Pittsburgh Penguins here in
15 not the media in Pittsburgh, it was the media in 15 Pittsburgh, where they belong. Respectfully, we
16 Las Vegas. 16 ask that the Isle of Capri be awarded this
17 The only way to ensure that we are 17 stand-alone slots license.
18 going to have an arena, which is so vital to the 18 The building of a new multi-purpose
13 economic development and the revitalization of 19 arena is essental for this region because our
20 the City of Pittsburgh and the County of 20 current arena, as many people already stated
21 Allegheny, is if this Board used the funding 21 today, is over 40 yéars old. Itis in a state
22 commitments of the Applicants as its major 22 that will no longer allow the people of
Y priority, and at this point the Isle of Capri is 23 Pittsburgh to enjoy events such as hockey,

y ot clearly the front ruaner. 24 baskethall, concerts, ice shows and circuses in
25 Thank you. 25 the way other cities are able to.
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1 The current condition of the 40-year 1 development around a Station-Square-based casino
2 old arena is very visible in the past few 2 will generate income only for Forest City.
3 months. The start of a Pittsburgh Explosion 3 In fact, a representative for Forest
B basketball game was delayed because the roof was 4 City, Mr. Abe Naparstek, recently stated that
3 leaking, and the Penguins had a game interrupted 5 the lower Hill District is in greater need of
6 twice during play due to power outages. 6 redevelopment than Station Square is.
7 These hinder our city when we try to 1 _ A big part of the Isle of Capri's plan
8 hold events such as these that by-pass 8 is the Penguins, and it's very clear that the
9 Pittsburgh, harm our image and prevent us from 9 team's fate is now directly tied to the issuance
10 - pbtaining additional revenue from these sources. 10 of the sfots license.
1 In addition, our current local economic 11 Pittsburgh has a vested interest in
12 situation does not allow an arena to be built 12 keeping the Penguins here because they are a
13 any time soon using taxpayer moncy. This means 13 very important part of our local economy and
14 that we need to find an alternative sousce of 14 tourism. B
15 funding for building a new multi-purpose i5 The Gréater Pittsburgh Convention and
16 facility. The passing of gaming legislation has 16 Visitors Bureau recently estimated that the
17 given us that opportunity. 17 overall loss to the Pittshurgh economy due to
18 This opportunity to have an arena built 18 the NHL lockout Jast season was a total of $74
19 free of charge does not come along very often 19 million. This loss included over $10 million in
20 and probably will not again, and we must not 20 focal tax revenue; and this $74 million also
21 allow this to pass us by. 21 includes revenue lost by many locally-owned
22 The Isie of Capri and the Pittsburgh 22 businesses that will floarish if a new arena and
23 Penguins plan to team together with Nationwide 23 casino were built together in the uptown
24 Realty to invest a total of $1 billion to 24 neighborhood.
25 redevelop a long-neglected area of Pittsburgh. 25 Our local economy cannot afford to lose
62 O 64
1 Nationwide Realty has already 1 $74 million on an annual basis. Almost 20% of
2 successfully developed the arena district in 2 our 36,000 signatures come from people outside
3 Columbus. Their plan for Pittsburgh is a very 3 of Pennsylvania, from as far away as Russia and
i similar one and includes building a casino, 4 Australia. The majority of these people visit
5 multi-purpose arena, housing, new shopping 5 Pittsburgh on an annual basis because of the
6 district, and will create a new entertainment 6 Penguins. These tourism dollars will be lost
1 destination in Pittsburgh. 7 forever if the Penguins leave.
8 With the help of the Pittsburgh 8 A perfect example of this is that after
9 Penguins, this development will help draw people 9 a recent Penguins game, 1 had the pleasure of
10 from around the country. 10 meeting two gentlemen from Montreal. They were
11 In addition to the $1 billion of new 1 in town for four days to see the Penguins play )
12 development, they are planning to build a casino 12 twice. e
13 and new arena in the heart of Pittsburgh which 13 | asked them if they would come to
14 will benefit many new locally-owned businesses 14 Pittshurgh if the Penguins were not here. Their
15 in and around the new development. 15 exact response to me was, we would not have
16 This development will attract patrons 16 heard of Pittsburgh if it wasn't for the
17 and additional revenue to the downtown area that 17 Penguins. . .
18 currently have no reason to venture info 18 1 then asked them if they would come
19 downtown. 19 here if we had a slots casino, but no hockey
- 20 Other proposed plans such as 20 team, and they said that Pittsburgh would never
21 Cleveland-based Forest City's, will seclude the 21 be a consideration without the Penguins because
22 casino from the heart of the city and will only 22 there are many other places for them to visit
123 benefit one property owner, Forest City. 23 closer to their homes with casinos.
24 They own all of the land in and around 24 This sentiment has been reflected in
25 the Station Square area; therefore, any 25 the comments of our petitioners many times over.
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1 They have emphatically stated that they would 1 district for Pittsburgh that will help draw
2 never come to Pittsburgh if the Penguins were to 2 people from around the country to the area and
3 leave here. 3 to the casino. They will build a multi-purpose
1 have invited - [ invite the esteemed 4 arena for the Pittsburgh region with no taxpayer
"5 board to lock through our comments and verify 5 money, and the new arena will ensure the future
6 that these comments are in. 6 of the Pittsburgh Penguins here in Pittsburgh
7 All of this is evidence that Pittsburgh 1 and the $74 million in annual econemic impact
8 will not be a destination just because of a 8 that they generate. -
9 slots casino; however, the Penguins being in 9 I invite the PA Gaming Control Board to
10 Pittsburgh with a new arena next to the casino 10 visit our website, Slots for Mario.com, to look
1 will help draw people both to Pittsburgh and to 11 through the commients left by those who have
12 the casino. This will allow the Isle of Capri 12 signed our petition or to look through the
13 casino to draw individuals in a way not possible 13 printouts of the signatures that were previously
1 for other casino applicants. 14 submitted to you.
15 The Penguins also have an impact on the 15 | kindly ask that your decision be an
16 quality of life of area residents. Not only do 16 endorsement for the Isle of Capri's application
17 they provide us with a sense of civic pride when 17 for a Pittsburgh slots parlor license.
18 they are contending for a Stanley Cup, but they 18 ‘Over 36,000 voices have spoke today,
19 also provide us with entertainment enjoyment 19 and we appreciate your consideration.
20 * during all hockey seasons. We enjoy sharing 20 Thank you. -
21 game nights with family and friends. We enjoy 21 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Thank you,
22 watching them on TV when we cannot see them in 22 Mr. Mooney. 1 note that you have an
23 person. 23 approximately four-inch stack of petitions with
24 [ personally have very fond memories of 24 you. Iask that you give them to the Clerk and
25 going to see the Penguins with my father and my 25 I ask that the Clerk collectively mark them as
66 . €8
| brother when 1 was very young, of watching them 1 Exhibit No. 1 for Slots for Mario for entering
2 win two Stanfey Cups when I was a bit older with 2 into this record of the public hearings. Thank
3 my friends, and now of taking my children to 3 you. Lo
¢ their first hockey games and watching the games 4 Our next speaker is Erin Molchany from
5 on TV with them. Myself and over 36,000 other 5 the Pittsburgh Urban Magnet Project.
6 people who have signed our petition do not want 6 ~ MS.MOLCHANY: Good morning, ladies and
7 to lose that. 7 gentlemen.- My name is Erin Molchany, and | am
8 As evidenced by Ken Sawyer's comments, 8 the Executive Director for Pittsburgh Urban
] the Penguins future in Pittsburgh has not been 9 Magnet Project, an organization more widely
10 solved as Mayor O'Connor stated yesterday. 10 known as PUMP... .
1 And to correct what County Executive 11 The Pittsburgh Urban Magnet Project is
12 Onorato stated, there is not a three-in-three 12 a non-profit membership organization that
13 - chance of a new arena being funded by a 13 advances issues facing young and young-thinking
14 successful slots applicant. In fact, Harrah's U people, in an attempt to make Pittsburgh a more
15 representative, Franco Harris, recently stated 15 dynamic, diverse and engaging place to live.
16 that they do not agree with Plan B as presented 16 [ am here today on behalf of PUMP's
17 by Governor Rendell because they do not feel 17 1700-plus members to let you know what young
18 they should pay more for an arena than the 18 people think about the proposed casino in the
19 Penguins. 5 19 City of Pittsburgh.
20 As you can see, there are many reasons 20 Just to give you background on who [
21 that the Isle of Capri's plan is the best for 21 represent, here are some statistics that will
22 Pittsburgh. Their location will allow the 22 give you a snapshot of who a PUMP member is.
-3 individually-owned businesses and property 23 More than 1700 members make up the PUMP
T owners in and around the arena to flourish. 24 constituency. Our members are artists,
25 They wilt help build a new entertainment 25

architects, attorneys, bankers, business owners,
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1 designers, entrepreneurs, graduate students, 1 PTIG gaming were all invited to present their
2 musicians, photographers, professors, restaurant 2 development plan to our members and attendees,
3 owners, ¢t cetera, who work and play in the 3 were given the opportunity to ask each presenter
‘ Pittsburgh region. Of those 1700-plus members, 4 questions about their prospective proposals.
§ 56% are women, 44% are men. 5 For those who didn't make it to the
6 PUMP is an issues-driven organization 6 forum, we provide the links to each of the
7 that educates members in the community about 7 applicant’s websites for members to read up on
8 issues facing our region and serves as a 8 each proposal prior to taking the survey.
9 coflective political voice of young people. 9 - Following the forum, PUMP worked with
10 ‘ 97% of PUMP members vote and the median 10 Dr. Greg Crowley, Director of Research for the
1 age is between 25 and 39; however, members range 11 Coro Center for Civic Leadership, to develop a
12 in age from 19 to 70. There is no age 12 survey which was sent to PUMP's 1700 members via
13 requirement associated with membership. 13 e-mail. We collected data over the course of
14 To continue with our snapshot, 93% of 14 two weeks in order to present PUMP's position on
15 ous membership hold a Bachelor's degree, while 15 gaming in Pittsburgh at today's hearing.
16 39% a Master's and 9% PhD. Perhaps the most 16 The questions we asked, which [ will
17 startling statistic regarding our membership is 17 get to in a moment, focused on how each proposal
18 that 41% of PUMP members are not from 18 will affect economic development, possible
19 Pittsburgh. 18 transportation challenges, job opportunities for
20 I am here testifying because PUMP 20 young people aitd youth retention.
2 members are interested in the issue of gaming 21 Because of the population decline that
22 and want to let you know how they foresee a 22 Pittsburgh has seen over the past few years and
23 Pittsburgh casino affecting them and the future 23 the unfortunate problem of brain drain, PUMP
24 of the city that they are choosing to invest in. 24 strives to connect members with opportunities to
25 PUMP takes issues facing our region 25 creative solutions to help reverse this trend.
70 o 12
1 very seriously and makes every effort to 1 This survey clarifies their concerns
2 educate, evaluate and communicate the thoughts 2 and presents solutions to Pittsburgh's most
3 and opinions of young peoplcwho oftentimes look 3 challenging problems with the introduction of
¢ at problems differently, and tend to seek out 4 gaming into our focal economy.
5 creative ways to solve them. 5 Our three-pronged approach to advancing
6 Because our membership is 6 issues facing young people, education,
7 professionally diverse, we study problems from 7 evaluation and communication helped form the
8 different perspectives and work collaboratively 8 basis of today's.testimony.
9 to address them. We survey our members yearly 9 PUMP's gaming survey proved to be
10 on which issues they would like PUMP to 10 widely popular among members. This survey was -
11 concentrate educational advocacy efforts on 11 taken more than any other susvey distributed by
12 during the year. 12 the organization in its history.
13 Some regional issues that we focus on 13 I would also like to state that PUMP's
i at PUMP include economic development — which as 14 gaming survey was.intended to be a measurement
15 a new industry in southwestern PA, gaming fails 15 rather than an endorsemeut of gaming and its
16 under — municipal consolidation, transcription 16 effect of Pittsburgh. The results, however,
11 and education. These topics have all been 17 clearly show that one Pittsburgh casino propesal
18 identified by PUMP members as issues of vital 18 appeals more to PUMP members than the rest.
19 importance to the future vitality of our region. 19 We begin with some basic demographic
20 Before [ present the results of PUMP's 20 information. Where do you live? 54% of PUMP
21 gaming survey, | want to talk a little bit about 21 members identified themselves as City of
|22 the process we use to collect this information. 22 Pittsburgh residents, while 46% claim to live
3 On April 3rd, at the request of our 23 outside of the city. We were surprised by this
5 24 members, PUMP hosted an educational forum on 24 simple question, because this is a shift from
25 gaming. Harrah's/Forest City, Isle of Capri and 25 previous years where an overwhelming majority of
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1 PUMP members lived in the City of Pittsburgh. 1 Pitisburgh region.
2 69% of our members feel that gaming is 2 While the results of this survey show
3 good overall for Pennsylvania. We asked our 3 that PUMP members feel that the Isle of Capri
' members which of the following issues that PUMP 4 plan is most in line with the vision they have
5 focuses its education advocacy efforts on, wili 5 of Pittsburgh, that attracts and retains its
6 be most affected by gaming in Pennsylvania; 8 youth by providing job opportunities and
7 Community development, economic development, 7 amenities for young people, the comments
8 transportation, jobs for young people. And 8 regarding what young people would like to see
9 attraction and attention of young people were 9 happen with additional gaming revenues other
10 identified. 10 than the intended tax rellef include a variety
11 69% of our members cited economic 1 of suggestions.” -
12 development as the number one issue that will be 12 Young people i in Pittsburgh share the
13 impacted by gaming. Community development and 13 Mayor's vision of a clean and safe city.
14 talent attraction and retention garnered 48% and 14 Through this survey, they indicated that
15 34% respectively, to round up the top three 15 non-earmarked revenues generated by gaming
16 issues that will yield opportunities and 16 should pay for additional police to keep the
17 challenges with the intreduction of gaming. 17 venue and surrounding neighborhoods safe and
18 51% of members feel strongly that the 18 community reinvestment projects in surrounding
19 iste of Capri plan offers the bést employment 19 neighborhoods that will improve the conditions
20 opportunities for young peopte, while PTIG 20 of our streets and preserve the historic
21 Gaming and Harrah's were the weakest on the 21 buildings that give Pittsburgh its character.
22 provision of job opportunities for young people. 22 Respondents also focused a majority of
23 62% of members feit strongly that the 23 their comments on creating a thriving downtown
2 Isle of Capri plan offered the most opportunity 24 with a blend of commercial and residential
25 to attract people through economic development. 25 properties that complement each other, using
74 o 76
1 72% feel that the Isle of Capri provides the 1 gaming revenue to improve the city's educational
2 most in community development, and 58% felt that 2 system and upgrades to Pittsburgh's public
3 the Isle of Capri is most likely to follow 3 transit system. .. .
4 through on the deliverables cited in their 4 Allin all, capltal improvements to the
5 proposal. 5 city's antiquated infrastructure were at the top
6 60% of PUMP members feel that the Isle 6 of the wish list regarding what to do with
7 of Capri plan is the most effective in 7 additional revenue that each proposal is
B addressing the issues of youth retention. The 8 planning to utilize for community funds and
9 Harrah's/Forest City development was cited as 8 arena and riverfront trail development.
10 creating the most transportation chatlenges for 10 It was also very clear from the resuits
11 Pittsburghers, while the Isle of Capri plan was 11 of the survey that the construction of a new
12 identified as creating the least:transportation 12 multi-purpose arena is of paramount importance.
13 problems. 13 Young people view a new arena as an
14 Based on these results, when asked 1 entertainment venue that will attract their peer
15 which plan as a whole do you feel provides the 15 group with marquis events and provide a
16 most benefits for the Pittsburgh region, 81% of 16 long-term source of tax revenue for Pittsburgh.
17 PUMP members chose Isle of Capri. 17 In closing, 1 simply ask that you
18 76% of our membership identified the 18 consider the thoughts and opinions of young and
19 Isle of Capri entertainment complex is the site 19 young-thinking people in Pittsburgh as you
20 that they would most likely visit. Finally, 20 deliberate on whlch entlty will be awarded the
21 when asked to remove all amenities, which we 21 license,
22 defined as community funding and arena 22 While | am sure you are examining which
) condominiums and riverfront development, from 23 proposal presents - the most opportunities in job
v <t the equation, 73% felt that the Isle of Capri 24 creation, tax relief, and deliverables that are
25 presented a plan that would most benefit the 25 '

consistent with Pennsylvania's gaming
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areas where casinos open up and so much food

1 legislation, 1 ask that you remember ali of your 1
2 audience. 2 service is added, that instead of it being a
3 While young people do not represent the 3 spur to the lacal economy, it's been a detriment
- average casino patrons, they do represent the 4 to folks that are operating around a casino.
2 future vitality of this region. | urge youto 5 Sol guess the first concern | want to
3 take our suggestions and concerns into 6 put to you today is that during the time
7 consideration. 7 legislation was considering this legislation -
8 Thank you for your time. 8 and I'm sure you are all political appointees so
9 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Thank you. 9 you follow it pretty well.
10 Our next scheduled speaker is Kevin 10 You know the way it happened. It
1 Joyce representing the WCPRA. Mr. Joyce. 1 happened without debate. It happened in the
i2 MR. JOYCE: Good morning and welcometo | |12 middle of the night. Amendments weren't allowed
13 Pittsburgh. It's an honor to have you here, and 13 to be run. i
1 it's really a good opportunity; | think, to 14 We had amendments that were suggested
15 examine, you know, the effect on gaming. 15 and supported by several legislators that would
16 1 didn't prepare a long statement 16 have limited the amount of square footage in
17 today. [ really hopeto - 17 these casinos - I shouldn't even say casinos
i8 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Can you tell 18 cause thiese aren't casinos. These are slots
19 us what the WCPRA stands for? _ 19 parlors. But limit the amount of square footage
20 MR. JOYCE: Okay. WCPRA stands for the 20 devoted to food service.
21 Western Chapter of the Pennsylvania Restaurant 21 We know there has to be food service
22 Association, of which I am a Past Chairman of 22 there. We know there has to be beverage service
23 the Board and Past President. 23 there, but does it have to be to such an extent
24 I am current President of the 24 that it's going to dramatically affect the other
25 Pennsylvania Restaurant Association. So! 25 operators in the region?
8 S 80
L represent 32,000 restaurants and licensees 1 We would like to see some way there is
2 across the Commonwealth. 2 synergy created where restaurants in this region
3 I am here today at the direction of a 3 can benefit from the addition of the casino.
4 local chapter, as well as the Pennsylvania 4 And, quite frankly, | don't know that it's been
5 Restaurant Association. 5 done right anywhere.
6 | am going to speak about a coupie 6 The legislators didn't allow amendments
7 issues, local issues, some local issues and some 7 so the task really falls to you. We are looking
8 global issues. 8 to you for that protection.
9 It is no secret that our industry was 9 We also think we need protection from -
10 not a big fan of gaming. Gaming has aiways been 10 unfair competition. We don't believe that it
11 considered by the food and beverage industry as 1 should be right for a casino to offer
12 a potential threat, basically a threat because 12 all-you-can eat buffets for 4.99 and sell their
13 gaming takes disposable income. And we have 13 food below the cost of what it would be for a
i seef in many regions where gaming has come into 14 regular person that didn't have a gaming casino
15 aregion, especially local restaurants, seem to 15 license to operate. We don't befieve that
16 g0 away. 16 drinks should be given away or sold below market
17 We have a history of Atlantic City 17 prices.
18 where there were several hundred independent 18 So those are concerns that I
19 restaurants prior to the casinos taking over the 19 think - you need to think about square footage.
20 boardwalk, and now you will find very few. 1 20 You need to think about making sure that they
21 think, actually, less than a couple dozen 21 don't unfairly compete. You need to think
22 independent separate restaurants in Atlantic 22 about, are they going to come in and take all of
"3 City that aren't connected with a casino. 23 our employees? That is always a concern.
! We have seen and heard of effects in 24 Hopefully we can generate enough new-trained
25 Detroit, Michigan, and some of the southern 25

employees to support these new restaurants.
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super-highest in the nation. That is driving
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1 Every proposal I heard yesterday, the 1
2 Isle of Capri talks about five restaurants; Don 2 tenants away. A very difficult environment to
3 Barden talks about, [ think, 11 or 12 and then 3 operate. _
- additional areas. These are all concerns 4 I think Don’ was one of, maybe, 55
) because in this area alone, we have had a number 5 customers last night, on a slow Tuesday night,
6 of publically-subsidized developments take ofd 6 after tax season with high prices of gas. It is
7 steel mills and turn them into food courts or 7 a difficult environment.
8 restaurant havens and entertainment centers. 8 We found last year, with the absence of
9 Every time we do this with public 9 the Penguins, just what it means to not have a
10 money, we are using public money to create 10 team and it is devastating. Every home game or
1 private businesses to compete with people that 1 every event at the Civic arena fills downtown
12 are already here. 12 restaurants currently. If that goes away, we
13 Pittsburgh is not getting any bigger, 13 are in trouble.
1 and unfortunately we are not growing in the u We don't get half the concerts we could
15 right way. There are a lot of people that are 15 be getting in this region because we don't have
16 putting a lot of hopes on economic development 16 an updated facility.
17 on the slots. Most of us in our mdustry think 17 So the importance of keeping hockey in
18 that is misplaced. 18 Pittsburgh, the importance of a new facility,
18 We are hoping that you guys get it 19 it's critical. We just want to — you know,
20 right. We don't think they should be special. 20 again, [ don't know — our group didn't
21 in New Jersey, they just passed a smoking ban. 21 necessarily endorse Isle of Capri. We are
22 It affected everybody but casinos. 22 endorsing the concept that we need to keep this
23 Now, these smoking bans are being 23 team here. We need to keep this arena here.
2 passed everywhere under the guise of the health 24 Personally, it looks to me, to start
25 of the employees. Aren't those employees valued 25 construction in 90 days without having to tie up .
82 84])
. as well? The point is, we want a level playing 1 critical income and interest payments isa
2 field. So that is the primary reason that | 2 pretty good deal for this region.
3 want to speak to you from the Pennsylvania 3 Another hat 1 wore a few years ago was
4 Restaurant Association perspective. 4 chairman of a group called Citizens for a
5 From the Western Pennsylvania 5 Positive Future; and that group was char - a
6 Restaurant Chapter perspective, I can't tell you 6 lot of civic leaders on that group — was
7 how important this hockey team is to this 7 charged with trying to get over the hump to get
8 region. I have a downtown restaurant. | have 8 the two stadiums and the convention center
9 been operating the Carlton restaurant for 22 9 built, a very difficult time then. That issue
10 years. Right across the street, fine dining 10 divided our region.
11 restaurant, DiRona award-winning restaurant. jh The Mayor kind of stubbed his toe at
12 I think Don Barden was in my restaurant 12 one point, and they needed civic people to come
13 last night and said some nice things. I'm sorry 13 forward and get involved.
1 [ wasn't there to meet him. But the point is, 14 I can tell you that we don't need
15 we are not a great environment. It is a very 15 another debate like that in Pittsburgh. We
16 difficult environment in downtown Pittsburgh. 16 have — we are at a crossroads and we really
17 These buildings are emptying. These 17 need to think about moving forward. If we have
18 structures around you, they are not what they 18 an opportunity to get this arena done, put it
19 used to be. Occupancy of these buildings, 19 off the table, that is a great opportunity.
120 office occupancy is dramatically down, the 20 Development of that Iowér hill is a great
21 lowest it has ever been in my 22 years of 21 opportunity, Downtown housing is a great
22 operation, in major part because of the city's 22 opportunity. -
) financial woes. A major past because we now 23 So | think you have to lock at all of
. have 50% parking tax. It went from 31% to 50%. 24 the proposals. The. Ratners have been operating
25 it went from the highest in the nation to the 25 in Pittsburgh since the early seventies. They
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1 have done a lot of good things. There is no 1 MR. NASSAN: Good morning. My name is
2 question. They are good citizens here. 2 Edward Nassan and [ am the president of Unite
3 | wish they were a little quicker on 3 Here, that is the Union, Local 57, in
convention center hotel, because that is a front 4 Pittsburgh. 1am also a member of the Gaming
3 door ~ | sat on the design commission for the 5 Task Force.
6 convention center. We envisioned a front door 6 Unite Here represents thousands of
7 that has not yet been built. .. 7 hospitality workers in the Pittsburgh area, many
B It is hurting our ability to garner 8 of whom you had the chance to see yesterday with
9 better conventions. it is not entirely their 9 the red shirts like mine.
10 fault. The market is not there, and they want 10 Unite Here also represents 100,000
11 some public subsidies, 'm sure, to help along; 11 gaming workers across the country, in virtually
12 but they are good corporate citizens. 12 every gaming market, big and small; everything
13 Don Barden gave every indication that 13 from Las Vegas and Atlantic Ciy to the racinos
14 he is a corporate citizen as well in the areas i4 in West Virginia and New York.
15 that they are in. 15 We are particularly proud of the fact
16 But from our local standpoint, the 16 that we have created a quality standard of
17 threat of gaming is concerning to afl of us in 17 living for service-sector workers in the gaming
18 terms of what it is going to do to disposable 18 industry; that means good jobs with good wages,
19 income. Hopefuily you will look at other 19 heaith benefits and pension plans.
20 markets and how that affected other markets and 20 We live in'a sefvice economy now.
21 put the stop gaps in. 21 Service jobs, like those in casinos, are their
22 But if we were to have gaming, which is 22 fastest growing sector of our economy. The fee
23 taking a chunk out of our ability to operate, 23 service jobs are quality jobs where workers can
24 and no Penguins, and no facility, that is a 24 buy homes and cars and send children to college
25 double whammy that we just can't afford. 25 and have middle-class standard of living, and
) 86 . 88
1 So | hope you Jook atithis stuff very 1 Pittsburgh will prosper; but if those jobs are
2 carefully. You know, you are all faces up 2 typical service industry jobs with low wages and
3 there. [ kind of - | was sitting here 3 benefits that are unaffordable, then we are in
4 yesterday. I listened to alf three proposals 4 trouble.
5 and 1kind of felt bad. I have been on a lot of 5 1 know it was the intention of our
6 Commissions and Boards through the years. 1 am 3 state's political leaders to have good quality
7 on the Governor's Travel and Tourism Advisory 7 jobs in this new industry, but Unite Here has
8 Commission, appointed by three different 8 created a gaming industry and partnership with
9 Governors. 9 many gaming industry employers is a model for
10 | kind of feet bad for you sitting here 10 the casinos that are coming to Pittsburgh and
11 for two days, and it is afl one way. If any of 1 Pennsylvania. .. .. -
12 you have any questions in the fast 34 seconds, | 12 In our opinion, the creation of good
13 will be happy to entertain it, because | feel 13 quality service jobs is the most important
14 bad. 1feel like, you know, you are just 14 economic benefit from casino gaming, and we hope
15 getting it all one way, and there is no give and 15 the Board is vigilant on this issue.
16 take. 16 There is no other way for Pittsburgh to
17 But | appreciate the opportunity to be 17 guarantee good gaming jobs unless these jobs
18 here, and 1 know you have a critical decision in 18 are unionized. Unite Here is the mechanism to
19 front of you, and | wish you the best of luck. 19 ensure job quality in the casino that will be in
20 Thanks very much. 20 Pittsburgh.
21 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Thank you, 21 We are fortunate that we have two
22 Mr. joyce. 22 applicants for this Pittsburgh gaming license
3 Our next speaker is Edward Nassan, from 23 that have committed to good jobs for the people
! Unite Here, Local 57, Pittsburgh district. Is 24 in this city, Harvah's and the Isle of Capri.
25 it Nassan? Mr. Nassan. 25 Most of Harrah's casino properties
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1 around the country are unionized; and that 1 commitment and the leadership of its management
2 company has an inevitable track record in 2 and ownership team.
3 parinering with Unite Here to'create a middle 3 Since the inception of the partnership
o class standard of living for its workers. 4 between the Cystic Fibrosis Chapter and the
5 We are confident that the 5 Pittsburgh Penguins over 20 years ago, over $3
6 Harrah's/Forest City proposal would lead to good 6 million has been raised which directly supports
7 quality jobs in Pittsburgh. 7 the research and vital patient care programs.
8 Isle of Capri has cooperated with Unite 8 These dollars have been directly
9 Here on jobs in a number of different gaming 9 reinvested back into ‘the Pittsburgh community in
10 markets; that company has done everything we 10 research studies and in the specialized care
11 have ever asked to do in terms of partnering 1 centers serving the medical needs of the local
12 with us to create quality jobs in its casinos; 12 CF population.
13 and we believe its proposal for Pittsburgh wil 13 The Penguins' team, including its
14 lead to good jobs here. 14 players, owners and management, individual
15 Thank you for your time and thank you 15 representatives, have an ongoing high regard for
16 for keeping the issue of job quality front and 16 the less fortunate individuals in their
17 center as you decide the gaming license 17 community.© -
18 throughout the state. 18 They have actively participated in
19 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Thank you, 19 countless dinners.and special events to raise
20 sir. 20 awareness and revenue for organizations like the
21 Our next scheduled speaker is Mary P. 21 CF Foundation who are fighting for their win, a
22 Joseph, representing the Cystic Fibrosis 22 cure and control for CF, and an end to the
23 Foundation. Is Ms. Joseph here? 23 ravages of this disease,
24 MS. JOSEPH: Yes. 24 Since the Penguins and CF partnership's
25 Good morning. My name is Mary Pat 25 inception over 20 years ago, the progress and
90 o 92
1 Joseph, and 1 am a resident of Aflegheny County. 1 research and medical breakthroughs have been
2 I am here today - | serve as the 2 significant and relevant. The median age of
3 Executive Director of the Western Pennsylvania 3 survival for an individual with CF in 1986 was
4 Chapter of the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation. 4 18 years of age. - -
5 I specifically serve 30,000 children 5 Today, the median age of survival is 35
6 and adults challenged by cystic fibrosis. 6 years, meaning half of those with CF will reach
7 Cystic fibrosis is a life-shortening, genetic 7 this milestone birthday and half will not.
8 disease. People with CF suffer from chronic and 8 ~Our partnership started at a time when
9 life-threatening lung infections and have 9 the Penguins team had a barely-existing fan base
10 difficulty with digestion. - 10 and continued through the crest of popularity
1 My purpose in attending today's hearing i1 highlighted by the Mario years. Their
12 is to affirm our position as a steadfast partner 12 partnership and support was never discarded,
13 with the Pittsburgh Penguins, and to testify 13 whether the team was enjoying a hugely
bt that the team's economic impact with my (0] stsccessful season.or a drought season.
15 organization and countless other community 15 They were there for us, even during the
16 groups is vital and impactful on and off the 16 NHL walk-out strike, when a quick repositioning
17 ice. 17 of their Penguins-At-Your-Service dinner became
18 The Pittsburgh Penguins have been a 18 a Guess-Who-Is-At-Your-Service dinner. And with -
19 part of Pittsburgh for over 40 years. The team 19 their support and assistance, over $100,000 was
20 is loaded with young talent, ensuring a bright 20 raised without a team technically present.
21 future for the region's avid hockey fans and 2 The team and its leadership are
22 long-term economic impact. 22 committed to Pittsburgh and the surrounding
R The historical partnership between the 23 region. The loss of the Pens to the nonprofit
4 Pittsburgh Penguins and the Cystic Fibrosis 24 community in the leisure community cannot be
25 Foundation extends over 20 years, thanks to the 25 minimized or devalued in the light of the strong
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1 economic downfall their departure will create. i Central Blood Bank is the sole provider
2 This gaming license award should be a 2 of blood and bloed products to over 40 ocai
3 part of maintaining this unigue and impactful 3 hospitals. [am here to speak to the need of
E team, in light of my testimony and the obvious 4 this community to keep the Pittsburgh Penguins
S loss of jobs and the tax revenue. 5 in Pittsburgh.
6 The Isle of Capri in its,plan 6 To that purpose, the Isle of Capri has
7 represents the best interest of the Pittsburgh 7 put forth a viable plan to not only keep the
8 Penguins and community organizations such as 8 Penguins here in Pittsburgh, but to revitalize
9 mine. 9 the uptown area of Pittsburgh.

10 The Isle's company culture is a really 10 Central Blood Bank is a not-for-profit

1 good fit for Pittsburgh and community 11 organization looks to leaders and organizations

12 organizations like mine. They.share a 12 in the community to support our mission of

13 commitment to the creation of Pittsburgh, and 13 saving lives.

14 with their Pittsburgh First Foundaticn to commit 14 The Plttsburgh Penguins have continued

15 over a million dollars locally, specifically in 15 to support our efforts for many years by

16 the Hill District community. 16 bringing potential donors through our doors.

17 The Penguins have always put a face on 17 Their generosity lias been enormous.

18 our disease and helped immeasurably to raise 18 During the year the NHL was on strike

19 dollars and awareness for our relatively unknown 19 and the Penguins were unavailable fo help us

20 disease. 20 with our mission, we estimate the loss of 1,000

21 I do thank you today for your 21 units of blood collected, which equates to

22 thoughtful consideration of the Isle of Capri 22 helping upwards of 3,000 lives.

23 plan, and the assurance of great parinership to 23 There is no price that can be put on

24 continue with the Penguins and community 24 the lives touched by the Penguins' generosity

25 organizations like mine. 25 through the blood blank and their other avenues

94 ] 3
- PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Thank you, 1 of giving. Their philanthropy is far more
2 Ms. Joseph. 2 reaching than Central Blood Bank.
3 I note that we have four more 3 They award scholarships, help
4 spokespersons for community groups who were not 4 disadvantaged and ill children, feed local needy
5 on our original list. That would be Gail 5 families and more, all impacting the well-being
6 McKenna, Lyan Delorenzo, Edward Sam and Marimba 6 financially, emotionally and spiritually of this
1 Miltiones. 1 community,
8 Have any of you not been sworn? 8 When evaluatmg what is best for
9 THE WITNESSES: [INDICATED] 9 Pittsburgh, | ask that you look at a much larger

10 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Would you 10 picture. The financial health of Pittsburgh

11 all please rise, and I will swear you in as a il should be a big factor in the Gaming Board's

12 group. 12 decision. The Plttsburg[l Penguins presence in

13 THE WITNESSES: [COMPLIED] 13 this city makes an ohgbil_lg and large

14 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Do you and 14 contribution to this community’s financial

15 alt of you swear or affirm that the testimony 15 health.

16 you are about to give shall be the truth, the 16 As an ambassador of Central Blood

17 whole truth and nothing but the truth, so help 17 Bank's mission of saving lives, [ ask that you

18 you God? 18 consider more than the financial well-being of

19 THE WITNESSES: Yes. 19 this community and consider the impact your

20 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Thank yous 20 decision will liave on the health of this

21 very much. You may be seated. 21 community. -

22 Gail McKenna is the next speaker from 22 If the Penguins leave Pittsburgh, this
S the Centrai Blood Bank. 23 community loses a philanthropic organization
S MS. McKENNA: Good morning. | am here 24 that cannot be réplaced. The Penguin

25 to represent Central Blood Bank. 25 organization gives-hope and health to those who
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the business community, and the need for a

1 may not have either, without their 1
2 organization's generosity. 2 multitude of retail, civic and entertainment
3 The Isle of Capri is guaranteeing to 3 amenities.
build their complex, but they are also willing 4 As this massive new facility is also
3 to build a new arena, revitalize a farge area of 5 incorporated into the city's social fabric, let
6 Pittsburgh that deserves new life, and in all of 6 us not miss the opportunity to create a true
7 that keep the Penguins here in Pittsburgh. l partnership with the region by providing a
8 Please do not let one of Pittsburgh's 8 funding source free of taxpayer dollars for a
9 greatest gifts leave this city. Keep the 9 new multi-purpose arena. Thank you.
10 Pittsburgh Penguins in the city and award Isle 10 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Thank you
11 of Capri the city's slot license. 1 very much.
12 Thank you. 12 Our next scheduled speaker is Edward
13 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Thank you 13 Sam, representing the Pennsylvania
] for those remarks. 14 Interscholastic Hockey League.
15 Our next speaker is Lynn DeLorenzo, 15 ‘ MR. SAM: Good morning. Thank you very
16 **representing the National Association of 16 much. = ¢ '
17 Industrial and Office Properties. 17 My name is Edward Sam. [ am the
18 MS. DeLORENZO: Good morning. [ will 18 Commissioner for the Pennsylvania
19 be brief this morning due to my voice or lack 19 Interscholastic Hockey League.
20 thereof, but please don't misinterpret our 20 As Commissioner, | am the
2 brevity for lack of concern at the real issue at 21 representative of the students who participate
22 hand. 22 in hockey at the Pennsylvania Interscholastic
23 I am here today representing NAIOP, the 23 Hockey League. The PIHL respectfully and
24 National Association of Industrial and Office 24 sincerely listened to all of the presentations
25 Properties, the nation's leading professional 25 of the applicants for the stots license in
. 98 100
L organization for developers, owners, investors 1 Pittsburgh, and has come to the conclusion that
2 and other professions engaged in the commercial 2 the applicant that will best serve the
3 real estate industry. 3 Pennsylvania interscholastic Hockey League is
4 NAIOP Pittsburgh is comprised of over 4 the Isle of Capri.
5 200 members locally and over 13,000 on a 5 The Isle of Capri is the only applicant
6 national level. Our members exert a positive 6 formally committed to build a new multi-purpose
7 impact in the area through substantial 7 arena that guarantees an NHL franchise will be a
8 investments in the greater Pittsburgh region. 8 part of the region for an indefinite period of
9 Many of our members are concerned about ] time.
10 the viability of the City of Pittsburgh as we 10 In order to understand why it is
it incorporate a new gaming facility into the 1 important to have an NHL franchise in this
12 existing commercial market. 12 region, | must provide you with some background
13 We are not here today to testify for or 13 information about the PIHL and the member
14 against a specific location, but to underscore U associations. ,
15 the importance of concluding funding for a new 15 At this time the PIHL is made up of
16 multi-purpose venue as part of the 16 over 80 Pennsylvania school districts from State
17 decision-making process in granting the gaming 17 College to Erie, to the southwestern most )
18 license, 18 borders of Pennsylvania to Johnstown and on to
19 Given the dynamics under way within the 19 Somerset.
20 region, Pittsburgh is well on its way to 20 There aré'over 180 teams that
21 competing as a world-class city; however, the 21 participate in the PIHL. These teams are made
22 viability of its success will be greatly 22 up of over 4,000 players. These teams are
- attributable to several factors, including the 23 freshman teams, junior varsity teams and varsity
R availability of transportation systems, the 24 teams. ' .
25 integration of the licensee's development into 25 The students are in sixth grade,
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hockey. The Pittsburgh Penguins award sizable

1 seventh grade, eighth, ninth, tenth, eleventh 1 Pittsburgh Penguins are right here in this
2 and twelfth. Like all interscholastic sports, 2 region. Without the Pittsburgh Penguins being
3 the teams are classed into triple A, double A 3 here, this would not happen.
and single A. 4 The drafting of Mario Lemieux and
5 _ The teams play from November through 5 Sidney Crosby are not the only benefit that the
6 February, culminating with the varsity teams 6 4,000 players of the PIHL receive. lce hockey
7 competing in the Penguins Cup Championship 7 is an expensive sport. The sincere
B Series. 8 understanding that the Pittsburgh Penguins have
9 Our partners on the eastern side of the 9 for community development has allowed their
10 state participate in the championship series for 10 marketing staff and corporate sales staff to
1 the Flyers cup. 11 take the players of the PIHL under its wing.
12 Once the Penguins Cup Champions and 12 In the last: few years, the Pittsburgh
13 Flyers Cup Champions are determined, the winners 13 Penguins have raised the credibility of
14 of these three classes compete for the 14 interscholastic hockey to new levels. They have
15 Pennsylvania State Championship. 15 secured a sponsor for the Penguins Cup
16 The extreme growth of the PIHL can be 15 Championship series. With that sponsor, we are
17 tracked back to 1584 when the Pittsburgh 17 now able to reserve dates at Mellon Arena for
18 Penguins drafted Mario Lemieux. 18 the Penguins Cup finals and semifinals.
19 Prior to the drafting of Mario, the 18 The attendance at those games at one
20 number of students participating in 20 time was inder 1,000 people. It is now over
21 interscholastic hockey was less than 1,000. 21 10,000 people. This is all because of the
22 These players played their games on only six 22 Pittsburgh Penguins.
23 rinks. 23 When you go to see the Penguins Cup
24 Since Mario Lemieux was drafted, the 24 semifinals or finals, you do not see a high
25 numbers have ballooned to over 4,000 players 25 school game at a professional venue. You see a
102 104
L playing games on over 30 ice pads in this 1 professional presentation at a professional
2 region. 2 venue played by interscholastic teams.
3 Now we are seeing another burst in 3 From the markings on the ice, the
4 growth in interscholastic hockey. This is all 4 advertisements on the dasher boards, the
5 because the Pittsburgh Penguins were fortunate 5 presentation of the teams on the Jumbotron and
6 enough to be able to draft Sidney Crosby. 6 alt of the other electronic graphics within the
7 More players are becoming a part of 7 arena, the Pittsburgh Penguins have become an
8 this sport. We must be prepared and we know we :} integral part of the lives of the
9 will get support for this from the Pittsburgh 9 interscholastic players.
10 Penguins. 10 Last year and this year, with the help
11 Through all of this, the players of 11 of the Pittsburgh Penguins, the Penguins Cup
12 interscholastic hockey are now being recognized. 12 Championship series games are also on
13 Many of these players that have played 13 television. These games are on Video On
1 interscholastic hockey have moved on to 14 Demand - I'm sorry. The state championship
15 participate in ice hockey at the college level, 15 games this year are on Video On Demand, as well
16 and now over 25 players are now playing some 16 as digital cable. This is all because the
17 form of professional ice hockey as well. 17 Pittsburgh Penguins have stepped forward and
18 R.J. Umberger, formerly of Plum School 18 made interscholastic hockey a part of their
19 ~District, is participating withthe Philadelphia 19 life. This cannot go away.
20 Flyers; and Greg Malone, formerly of Upper S¢. 20 Without the Pittsburgh Penguins in this
21 Clair School District, is a member of the 21 region, there would not be a Penguins Cup and
22 Pittsburgh Penguins. 22 there might not be a state championship as well.
: This growth, recognition and acceptance 23 Educationally, the Pittsburgh Penguins
oyt of these players into the college and 24 are involved with the lives of interscholastic
25 professional ranks comes from the fact that the 25
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1 scholarships to deserving interscholastic hockey 1 faced with the introduction of gaming to our
2 players to assist them with their future 2 region and quité’ posmbly right in our front
3 education. 3 yard. -
- There is a certain passion amongst 4 For the Hill District community, this
" interscholastic hockey players. There is a 5 is serious business. As a community, we have
6 passion for the support, and there is a passion 6 enacted an extensive and thorough process to
7 about the decisions that affect the sport. 7 ensure the measures of gaming on the Hill
8 You know, it is just not about those 8 District and how those impacts can be balanced
9 4,000 players. [ktis about the 8,000 parents, 9 through reinvestment of the successful gaming
10 it is about the 16,000 grandparents, and it is 10 applicant, city and state.
11 all of them, and now the decision is really up 1 The community process is being driven
12 to you. 12 by the Hill District Gaming Task Force. This
13 As the Pennsylvania Gaming Control 13 task force is a consortium of residents,
14 Board, you will make your decision. You will 14 development agencies, faith-based groups, social
15 .. make your recommendation,, You will act with 15 services agencies, and our state representative.
16 integrity and ethics. 16 Please forgive the laborious details,
17 As members of this Board, you cannot 17 but if you would bear with me as [ need to make
18 let these kids down. Your decision is about 18 it clear that we are not passive participants
19 their future. Please, please, do not let them 19 around this issue, nor will we be passive about
20 down. Make the decision that will keep the 20 what happens in or to our community on any
21 Pittsburgh Penguins in this reglon for along, 21 level. So, again, please bear with me.
22 Iong time. 22 Over two months ago, the consortium
23 The Pittsburgh Penguins are our 23 began meeting to address the issue of gaming and
24 partners. The Pittsburgh Penguins need to be 24 the Hill District. Owur initial meetings quickly
25 here, The players of the PIHL need them. Don't 25 informed us that we needed to organize our own
g 106 | L 108
. let those students down. Help them with their 1 social impacts, residential concerns and
2 future on and off the ice. 2 economic development.
3 Thank you very much. 1 appreciate it. 3 Commiftees were formed and ultimately
4 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Thank you, 4 these committees crafted documentation on their
5 SIT. 5 areas of concern.
6 Our next speaker is Marimba Milliones, 6 Simultaneously, State Representative
1 representing the Hill Community Development 7 Jake Wheatley convened a series of meetings to
8 Association. When her testimony is completed, 8 ensure proper technical education and community
9 "-we will take our morning bréak. | ask you to 9 engagement, Some of you were even present at
10 remain in your seats for this testimony. 10 the initial educational forum held on February
i1 MS. MILLIONES: Good morning, ladies 11 19th. Following that meeting, another forum was
12 and gentlemen. My name is Marimba Millicnes, 12 convened on March 3rd, at which all three gaming
13 and | am the Chairpesson for the Hill Community 13 applicants presented their case.
14 Development Corporation. | am also a life-long 14 Following these forums, there were a
15 resident of the Hill District community. 15 series of residential' community meetings.
16 For over 20 years, the Hill District 16 Remember, all of this is happening, whilst the
17 Development Corporation has served as the 17 task force committees are continuing to study
18 primary development agency in the Hill District 18 and work through the lmpacts of gaming in the
19 community. We have faced numerous challenges 19 Hill District. - ..
20 with regard to getting the Hill District 20 This was a cohesive, intelligent
21 community redeveloped. 21 process, most of which was performed on a
22 But today we are faced with the most 22 volunteer basis by Hill District stakeholders,
. important advancement in the Hill District since 23 not paid consultants. To this point, over 500
- the 1960's, when ERA built the civic arena and 24 man hours have been invested into this process.
25 displaced over 8,000 residents. Today we are 25 All of the gaming applicants are aware of this

Archive Reporting Service 717-234-5922




109

) 111
would be in each category, entry level,

i process because, to an extent, they were all a 1
2 part of it. 2 supervisory, management and executive; and that
3 They are also very much aware that no 3 30% of any jobs resulting from the creation of
o formal endorsement of any gaming applicant has 4 gaming, also adhere to this standard, such as
2 been made by the Greater Hill District 5 construction and planning.
3 " community. So [ stand here before you today 6 We ask that necessary funding be
7 deeply concerned that this process will be 7 established to ensure that the infrastructure is
8 hijacked by PR campaign. 8 in place to address the social impacts of
9 You see, | stand here as the child of 9 gaming; and that the appropriate level of
10 two of the Hill District's and city's most 10 funding be in place to address gambling
1 committed activists, who insisted that | 11 addiction. o
12 understand from a very young age that leadership 12 Further, funds need to be in place for
13 is measured by service, not title, nor position. 13 research design that examines the complexity of
14 So when I see "the service®, also known U gaming. Research in this area would be a
15 as "the work" being diminished because of PR, 1 15 national model for whlch Pennsylvania could be
16 am left with no choice other than to address the 16 proud.
17 matter. 17 And, Iastly_, we propose the
18 Ultimately that matter is that the Hill 18 establishment of 2 Community Improvement Fund to
19 District community has not received the i9 enhance the quality of life for the Hill
20 guarantees it needs to embrace any plan, but [ 20 District residents. -
21 assure you we will, and you will continue to 21 Again, Board Members, we need your
22 hear from us throughout this process, and as it 22 help. We need your help to ensuse that any
23 culminates. 23 commitments made by any applicant be tied to
bl in the meantime, Board Members, we need 24 their application; and that the performance of
25 your help. We need you to decipher what is real 25 these agreements be inextricably connected to
110 o 112
. and what is not. We need you to understand that 1 their renewal. The Hill District Gaming Task
2 the Hill District has clear expectations, and we 2 Force refers to this as a Community Benefits
3 respectfully ask that you support us in them. 3 Agreement.
4 We ask for greater investment to 4 Further, [ insist that the various
5 residential areas adjacent to gaming sites. 5 persons and parties who have taken an interest
6 Specifically, we require that the promise of $1 6 in Lower Hill District get on board. We can use
7 million of reinvestment be raised. The amount 7 the help doing the work. Endorsing plans on
8 is inadequate to address the challenges that 8 behalf of the Hill District community in absence
9 will arise as a result of gaming. 9 of the support of the Hill District community is
10 We expect significant reinvestment 10 unacceptable and at this point premature given
1 dollars to be allocated towards redevelopments 11 that each applicant is still forming their
12 of the Hill District, including sites above 12 overall reinvestment strategy.
13 Crawford Street, and that those funds be 13 While we agree with many of who you
14 committed to a community-based agency de51gnated 14 have heard from with regard to redeveloping the
15 by the Hill Gaming Taskforce. 15 Hill District and are genuinely supportive of
16 Hilt District stakeholders should be 16 the broader community in this regard, we cannot
17 included in any discussions on community 17 allow individual and special interests to be
18 identification, housing, parking, architecture, 18 superimposed on the Hill District community's
19 . signage and development on the Melton Arena site 19 agenda, which ultimately is to benefit the
20 “and Melody Tent sites. N 20 residents.
21 We ask that you cultivate equal 21 In closing, | say thank you. Thank you
22 prosperity for all Pennsylvanians, by ensuring 22 for providing a forum whereby the community can
" that each of the gaming applicants commit that 23 be intricately involved in shaping this new
o 30% of their employees be minorities of color; 24 venture for our state.
25 that that category would be in each — that 30% 25

I ask that you insist on integrity
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1 throughout this process and that you demand that 1 overstated that the arena needs to be replaced.
2 a mockery not be made of your process; that you 2 1 am presently employed by the Duquesne
3 do not allow this community process to be used 3 Incline, in charge of operations. That
to wield political power and influence, but 4 organization is a non-profit organization that
2 rather that you truly hear the desires of the 5 runs primarily on fares. Very little private
6 community, in this case, the Hill District 6 subsidy. The city don't own us. We get no
7 community. 7 funding from anybedy. We have been there
8 Again, my name is Marimba Milliones. 8 for about 129 years. ‘We maintain that
9 am Chair of the Hill District Community 9 without our hands out anybody or any free stuff
10 Development Corporation, a lifelong Hill 10 or — whatever we get it is at a minimum.
1 District resident, and co-chair of the Hill 11 [ am in favor for the Forest
12 District Gaming Task Force. 12 City's — the license being awarded to Forest
13 I thank you. 13 City for many reasons. | have dealt with them.
4 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Thank you 14 They have been nothing but honorable and
15 very much. 15 truthful, in any form.
16 7 At this time we are going to take our 16 Us being non-profit, we can't really
17 “ morning break for approximately 15 minutes. 17 do anything for those organizations, but over
18 This hearing is in recess and will reconvene at 18 the years, they have never asked for anything
18 8:42 (sic). 19 in return. They have done nothing but help us
20 {Break.) 20 in - and in that way help the community.
21 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: This hearing 21 The incline was formed by an
22 is reconvened. Piease take your seats. 22 organization in‘Mt. Washington in the early
23 We have now completed the community 23 sixties to keep it running. [ am in charge of
24 group speakers. We will shortly begin with 24 keeping it running for the next 40 years, which -
25 individual speakers, and | would ask that our 25 it has run 40 years. .
- 114 Jo 116
¢ usher begin moving those individual speakers to 1 With all of that in mind - [ invite
2 the front row. . 2 the Board members to maybe go visit each site.
3 We will go through the individual 3 When you visually see everything, it may not be
4 speakers. We will take our normal lunch break § determined that's the right spot for that gaming
5 today and it may be abbreviated. At the end of 5 license, it should be Forest Cities in my
6 that lunch break, when we return, the applicants 6 opinion. :
7 should be prepared to present any rebuttal or 7 Thank you for this opportunity.
8 closing comments they may wish to make to the 8 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Thank you.
9 Board; that will be at the conclusion of the 9 1 will note for the record, yesterday
10 * luncheon recess. g 10 in the afternoon, we concluded a bit early, the
i1 1 want to remind everyone that 11 Board, as a group, visited all of the proposed
12 individual speakers are allowed three minutes to 12 casino sites in Pittsburgh.
13 speak to the Board. 13 They collectively saw each site and
J14 Our first speaker this morning as an 14 spent some time there so that they could have
15 individual is Mr. Jim Presken. I see you are at 15 the information riecessary to make their very
16 the podium. You may begin. 16 important decisions.
17 MR. PRESKEN: Good morning. 17 Our second speaker as an individual is
18 I feel for you Board members. It must 18 Mr. joel Shapiro,
19 be mind-numbing all of these statistics and 19 MR. SHAPIRO: Good morning. Thank you
20 numbers coming at you. You have a real job 20 for the opportunity to address this body.
21 ahead of you, _ 21 My name is Joel Shapiro. I have lived
22 It occurred to me, in all due respect 22 in Pittsburgh almost all of my life. 1 workin
" for our previous speakers, I have to tell you, 23 the Uptown section of Pittsburgh.
. after the arena, [ dreamed that | was involved 24 In all of my years here, | witnessed
25 in a facility as good. I think it is all being 25 the demise of the steel industry, the rise of
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1 the healthcare industry and the growth of our 1 following reasons:
2 Universities. 2 When a project of this magnitude is
3 We have seen renaissance number one and 3 under review, it is very important to take into
o renaissance number two, and at one time 4 consideration egress to and from the casino.
9 Pittsburgh was the third largest corporate 5 When Mellon Arena - formerly known as
6 . headquarters in the country, of course, that's 6 Civic Arena - was built, the civil engineer's
7 all changed now, and Pittsburgh struggles like 7 responsibilities included providing the highway
8 never before. 8 infrastructure to allow high volumes of traffic
9 When an opportunity like this comes to 9 to and from the arena and they did just that.
10 Pittsburgh, we are obligated to make the most of 10 Today majors highways such as 579, 279,
i1 it. When [sle of Capri made their commitment to 11 376, the Liberty Bridge and other local roadways
12 the Lower Hill and the Penguins, they 12 surround the proposed Isle of Capri site and
13 demonstrated their understanding of and 13 will allow the egress and heavy traffic to and
14 commitment to what is best for Pittsburgh. 14 from the casing in all directions.
15 There are already economic development 15 The Station Square site, however, is
16 engines on the South Side in Station Square and 16 located between a river and a mountain, with
17 North Side on the North Shore. 17 only a four-lane highway heading east and west
18 These two areas are now self-sustained. 18 to handle all of the traffic.
19 The Lower Hill District and Uptown, this 18 Forest City contends that this will not
20 corridor between Downtown and Oakland, is in 20 be an issue because the patrons from the casino
21 dire need of rejuvenation. [t could well be our 21 will leave at different times, unlike a concert,
22 renaissance number three. 22 when they all leave at once and this will reduce
23 Many people, locals and visitors to 23 the traffic congestion.
24 Pittsburgh ask, what happens in Downtown 24 “Their assumptions are incorrect and
25 Pittsburgh at night? Why is it so dead? 25 their plan has a fatal flaw, it does not take
i 118 D 120
. Imagine what would happen to ous city 1 into consideration an emergency evacuation, one
2 if there is a convention at the convention 2 that may be required by law.
3 center and there is a football stadium, a 3 The public's safety rests squarely in
4 baseball park, a new hockey arena and a slots 4 the hands of this Board so [ felt compelled to
5 casino all within walking distance? 5 present the Board with a true picture of the
6 Isle of Capri's plan puts the last 6 Station Square site and its lack of highway
7 piece of Pittsburgh's growth and development 7 infrastructure with the latest satellite imagery
8 puzzle in place. 8 available. e
9 Since Iste of Capri put forth their 9 If all of the applicants were required
10 plan for the development of a new hockey arena, 10 to use the same occupants per vehicle in their
11 Governor Rendell and others have agreed it is a 11 calculations, it would have ensured that all of
12 great idea and have asked others to come up with 12 the traffic evaluations were both fair and
13 a similar plan. [ would appeal to the Board to 13 accurate. -
14 award Pittsburgh's gaming license to the 14 Instead, the site that is the most
15 originator of that plan, Isle of Capri. 15 highway challenged, is using the highest
16 Thank you. 16 occupants per vehicle, which allows more patrons
17 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Thank you, 17 to visit their casino and lowers the
18 Sir. 18 traffic-related problems of their site.
19 Our next speaker is Mr. Edward Rohm. 19 It is for this very reason that [ am
20 . MR. ROHM: Helle, niy name is Edward 20 asking Harrah's/Forest City to throw out the 2.5
21 Rohm. Thank you for allowing me this 21 occupants per vehicle they used in their traffic
22 opportunity to voice my opinion on the licensing 22 report, and submit a new one to this Board
. of Pittsburgh's lone casino. 23 within 60 days using the combined average as
Out of all of the establishments, | 24 submitted by the Isle of Capri and Majestic Star
25 support the Isle of Capri's proposal for the 25 in their traffic reports.
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situated in an area where there are alot of

1 Complying with my request would 1
2 maintain continuity in all of the applications, 2 parking exits to help alleviate traffic
3 and wili ensure that the public's safety is not 3 congestion. . -
o compromised. 4 Mario Lemieux and the Penguin
5 If, however, Harrah'sfForest City 5 organization have tried to come up with a plan
6 refuses to comply with my request, then [ must 6 for an arena. Even when they were told that
7 assume that securing a license is more important 7 money would not-be available from the state or
8 than public safety, and this Board should as 8 local governments to support this endeavor, they
9 well. 9 remained loyal to the cause knowing that it
10 This brings me to my final point: The 10 would benefit the entire area, as well as the
11 State's lack of foresight to set the 1 team. ltis a good plan and deserves serious
12 requirements for occupants per vehicle may have 12 consideration by the Board.
13 opened up a Pandora's Box that has the potential 13 There are other sports teams in our
14 for disaster. 1 region that have benefited from government
15 if the public's safety is in any way 15 support and remained in our region. | feel
16 - compromised because applicants were allowed to 16 giving the license to the Isle of Capri would
1 use figures that may have enhanced their site's 17 give the Penguins the support they need and
18 appearance and this Board selects them as the 18 deserve, and would keep this valuable source of
19 winner of a slots license, the State may face a 19 revenue in our area as weli.
20 mountain of litigation. 20 Another important part of this plan is
21 I now leave you with a couple of tried pal the redevelopment of the Hill District
22 and true cliches. It has been‘said that the pen 22 neighborhood. Not only will this provide a
23 is mightier than a sword, and | hope that | have 23 much-needed face:lift to this neighborhood, but .
24 pierced you with my words; and if a picture is 24 with some new businesses popping up, hopefully
25 worth a thousand words, | sincerely hope | 25 it will include new jobs for the people in this
| 122 o 124
1 painted one worth $290 million. i neighborhood as well.
2 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Thank you, 2 I also believe'that if the Isle of
3 sir. 3 Capri should get the slot license, they would be
4 Our next speaker is john Scott. 4 training some of the interested Hill District
5 MR. SCOTT: I am John Scott — 5 residents for some of the casino jobs as well.
6 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Excuse me, 6 This would be great for the neighborhood and our
7 Mr. Scott. | note for the record that Mr, Rohm 7 cityaswel,.
8 submitted an exhibit, a video, and I ask the 8 Thank you.
9 _..clerk to mark that as the next exhibit in order 9 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Thank you,
10 for the record. 10 sir. o
11 MR. SCOTT: I am John Scott. |1 am from 1 Our next speaker is Mr. Harry — excuse
12 Allegheny County. [ would like to thank you for 12 me, Walter Harry Rush. Would come to the
13 allowing me to speak today. 13 podium, please. -
g Bt [ am a supporter of the Pittsburgh 14 MR. RUSH: My name is Walter Rush.
15 First initiative, also known as the Isle of 15 Ladies and gentiemen, thank you for the
16 Capri plan. 16 opportunity to testify on this important matter.
17 One of the important reasons I am for 17 My name is Walter Rush, andlama
18 this plan is because of the new arena they will 18 retired Pittsburgh firefighter. My wife and ]
19 build. This wifl give the whole tri-state area 19 live in the Hazelwood section of Pittshurgh.
20 an up-to-date building to use for events that 20 I served for 27 years in the Pittsburgh
21 range from children's shows, concerts, sporting 21 Fire Department, and | have worked in both the
22 events, including the Penguins, to an unlimited 22 Hill District and the South Side.
b variety of entertainment. 23 Because of my experience in both
-« Another good reason to build the casino ] neighborhoods, | think it would be a mistake for
25 in the Uptown area is that it is already 25 the Gaming Board control to approve an
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that would be created by pitting commercial

1 application that would locate a casino in the 1
2 Hill District. 2 against residential needs in the Hill District.
3 The Hill District is primarily 3 In conclusion | hope the Gaming Board
- residential, and the majority of the houses in § will consider how the casino proposal would
B that area are quite old. Locating a casino in 5 overburden the Hill District's facilities and
6 this area would be a very poor mixing of 6 infrastructure.
7 ~ residential and commercial. 7 I have over two decades of experience
8 It would increase the chances of these 8 working in emergency response, and | firmly
9 older, vulnerable houses getting slower response 9 believe that mostly harm will come to the
10 times. Because of the nature of their 10 residential nature of the Hill by locating
11 construction, a fire would be more destructive 11 casinos there 24 hours a day. Thank you.
12 than in an area with newer homes. 12 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Thank you,
13 The traffic patterns of the Hill 13 sir.
14 District also make it a bad idea to locate a U Our next speaker is Mr. John Unice.
15 casino there. The increased traffic that a 15 MR. UNICE: Good morning.
16 casino would bring would lead to congestion and 16 My name is John Unice. |am 32 years
117 frustration to both visitors and residents. 17 old. 1 work at a Downtown law firm with my
18 The roads in that area are simply not 18 wife. [live in Mt. Lebanon,
19 designed to handie the amount of people visiting 19 1 grew up in western Pennsylvania. My
20 a casino. This means that all emergency 20 family is here and 1 like many other people here
21 vehicles such as fire trucks and ambulances will 21 have a vested interest in what happens to the
22 have a hard time reaching residents, 22 casino license.
23 Of course, these problems would only be 23 We have heard a ot about statistics on
24 worse when you consider that the Hill District 24 traffic studies, revenue, job projections; but |
25 plan also calls for a new hockey arena to be 25 am here to tell you three main reasons,
126 : 128
[ built in the area along with the new casino. 1 undisputed reasons, why the Isle of Capri plan
2 This would increase traffic even 2 is a superior plan:
3 further, which means the problems described 3 First, my father is interested in real
4 above would only be increased. 1 couldn't think 4 estate and has gotten me interested in it as
5 of aworse idea. 5 well. He has always told me the three most
6 Station Square, on thie other hand, is 6 important words in real estate are location,
7 much better suited for a casino. Itis nota 7 location and location,
8 residential area. So we will not have to 8 Only the Isle of Capri plan is near
9 contend with the problems posed by the Hill 9 three major arteries of interstates. Only the
10 District. 10 Isle of Capri plan is.in the golden triangle,
1 It has a variety of existing 11 the area that is now being redeveloped, the
12 restaurants, bars and clubs, which will be 12 Fifth and Forbes corrldor and other efforts in
13 available to serve the new visitors coming to a 13 Downtown.
1 casino. 14 Only the Isle of Capri plan has
15 As far as | am concerned, though, the 15 existing residential areas in Crawford Square,
16 best argument for Station Square is that it's 16 and above that would reconnect the Hill District
17 emergency facilities are much better designed 17 to the central core of the city.
18 for response to commercial incidents than those 18 Only the Isle of Capri plan is already
19 in the Hill District. 19 near existing hotels, this very hotel, the
20 They are already locited to handle the 20 Double Tree Hotel, the Marriott City Center and
21 commercial and tourist nature of Station Square. 21 others. And only the Isle of Capri plan is not
22 The traffic patterns in this area are also 22 hindered by close access to rivers and mountains
o aiready geared for commercial activity. 23 like a few of the other plans are.
— [ don't believe that there will be 24 Second; only the Isle of Caprl plan
25 traffic problems at Station Square like those 25

will guarantee the Pengums stay in this region.
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1 As a young professional who has 1 Would you step to the podium, please.
2 business in many different cities, | can't teli 2 MR. SEAMAN: Good morning. 1am Gordan
3 you how many times 1 get the question, So where 3 Seaman, and | reside in Allegheny County.
is Pittsburgh? And, How are the mills doing? 4 I am the General Manager of the
o Our image outside of this region is 5 Sheraton Station Square Hotel and have been in
6 still tarnished by smoggy cities, dirt and 6 Pittsburgh since taking that position nearly
7 grime. Losing the Pittsburgh Penguins would be 7 seven years ago.”
8 the [ast thing that community needs, and only 8 For the record, Station Square and my
9 the Iste of Capri plan would guarantee that they 9 hotel are owned by Forest City, and [ am an
10 stay here. 10 employee of Starwood Hotels and resorts, the
i1 As you are well aware, if the Penguins i1 hotel management company that owns the Sheraton
12 are sold and Isle of Capri gets the license, the 12 brand and manages the property for Forest City.
13 purchaser must keep the Penguins in the city. 13 Clearly there is little new that can be
14 The Isie of Capri plan is the only one 14 said or added to what you have already heard in
15 that has stepped up, from day one, to fund $290 15 these hearings. So today | wanted to talk from
16 ~ million for an arena, regardless of how well it 16 the perspective of Station Square, the
17 performs in the market place,’and only the Isle 17 destination, and what that area has meant to
18 of Capri pian will put that money into escrow 18 Pittsburghers as it has evolved into our city's
19 today. 19 most popular dining and entertainment venue.
20 That leads me to my third point, 20 The site attracts over two and a half
21 finalizing the arena that is needed for this 21 million visitors a year, The hotel alone runs
22 community. 22 one of the city's highest occupancies and the
23 I have been a partial Penguins 23 highest occupancy on weekends, a further
24 ticketholder for 10 years. If you sitin 24 reminder that people from all over the drive-in,
25 certain parts of that arena, you can't see the 25 surrounding areas choose Station Square first
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. entire ice, you can't see the score board; it is 1 for their leisure pursuits,
2 indeed outdated. 2 This popularity has only increased as
3 [ have been to the MCl Center, the 3 the folks at Forest City have renovated,
4 Kiel Center, Madison Square Garden and many 4 expanded and generally improved Station Square.
5 other arenas and the venue is indeed outdated. 5 Many of our city's icons are also based
6 Other applicants have either balked at 6 right there in Station Square, the two remaining
7 putting any money towards an arena or say they 7 inclines that climb Mt. Washington, and of
8 will give some over a certain number of years. 8 course, the Gateway Clipper Fleet of riverboats
9 Again, Isle of Capri has stepped up 9 is based there.
10 " from the beginning, and has agreed to pay the 10 Thousands of people trust the safety,
11 full freight, and if Isle of Capri is not left i1 the overall ambiance and the accessibility of
12 to pay, who is going to pay part of it? That is 12 our site for their leisure pursuits.
13 my wife and other taxpayers. 13 The infrastructure is already there.
14 In closing, 1 can stress that as a 1 The property is owned and ready for build. A
15 young professional, | am very proud to be from 15 first-class, full-service hotel is already in
16 Pittsburgh, but I am frustrated by the city's 16 place, and will meet the demands of the gaming
17 image, at times, and think that the Isle of 17 patrons who will visit our city. The promised
18 . Capri plan will be the best plan to put 18 expansion of 200 rooms will further enhance that
19 Pittsburgh in the right direction, put it into a 19 ability. -
20 good light, and will also promote Pittsburgh 20 Finally, | wanted to comment from a
21 moving into the 21st Century, instead of living 21 strictly personal point of view about the firms
22 in the 1970's. 22 behind the Station Square bid.
c Thank you. 23 First, Harrah's, ‘As a graduate of the
F— PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Thank you. 29 University of Nevada, Reno, | became familiar
25 Our next speaker is Gordon Seaman, 25 with this company way back when, when they built
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1 their first hotel and casino in the early 1 entertainment company, best for its guests, best
2 seventies. 2 for its team members, best for its communities,
3 It was known from the very beginning 3 best for its investors. Not the biggest but the
A that this company was truly an organization of 4 best. Let's face it, Pittsburgh isn't the best
v quality through and through. indeed, they were 5 city out there as far as tourism is concerned.
6 the envy of the local hotel community and the 6 Imagine the city of Pittsburgh as a
7 casino of choice for whom to work. 7 human body. To the south is the South Side
8 Now some 35 years later, they hold the 8 Complex, Station Square, which is a lively
9 enviable reputation of being amongst the best ] entertainment area which includes the incline
10 managed, most widely respected casino operators 10 and the ferries, which we can call the legs
i1 in the world. 1 since it is always‘active and moving.
12 And now, Forest City; Seven years ago 12 To the north is PNC Park, Heinz field,
13 I had not heard of this company. 1was hired by 13 the convention center, the Andy Warhol Museum,
1 Starwood Hotels, but in my position of managing it} the National Aviary, the Children’s Museum and
15 their hotel, | have observed this firm and its 15 the Carnegie Science Center, which we can call
16 commitment to Pittsburgh from day one. 16 the head. :
17 They operate with the highest integrity 17 What is missing? The middle of the
18 and have clearly demonstrated a commitment to 18 body, including the heart. Yeah, there used to
19 quality in all of their projects. 19 be the old Kaufman's store, the shopping areas,
20 Thank you. 20 Heinz Hall and the Mellon Arena; but the heart
21 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Thank yoti. 21 of Pittsburgh is dead and needs to be
22 Our next speaker is Mr. Brandon Quinn. 22 revitalized.
23 MR. QUINN: Hello. My name is Brandon 23 If we continue to add more
2 Quinn, and | am a senior at Greensburg Central 24 entertainment to the lower body or the upper
25 Catholic High School. 25 body, then what does that do for the heart?
] 134 136
. I hold a strong belief that to succeed 1 Nothing. _
2 well at any project, you must have morals in 2 The Isle of Capri is the best proposal
3 place that will benefit everyone. When people 3 for Pittsburgh. It is the only plan that can
4 ask me, Why go to a small private school when 4 revitalize the heart of our city and reunite the
5 you can attend a public school that is closer, 5 entire area. o
6 free and bigger? 6 In the past, Pittsburgh was known for
7 I tell them it is because of the morals 7 its steel mills. In the present, our city is
8 to which GCC holds itself. My school's morals B known for our football champions, the Pittsburgh
9 are to promote self-esteem, interpersonal skills 9 steelers, and [ know the heart of Pittsburgh's
10 and emottonal and physical well-being; to 10 future can be found in the Isle of Capri's
i1 develop critical analytical skills for 11 proposal. . .
12 independent thinking and cooperative learning; 12 Thank you. ... .
13 to provide a strong academic background for 13 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Thank you,
i post-secondary education and a continued pursuit 14 sir. |
i5 of knowledge; and these are only a few of the 15 The next speaker is Rosina Vento,
16 reasons why 1 attend. 16 MS. VENTO: I am the property manager
17 These morals have built a strong 17 for Washington Plaza Apartments, a 400-unit
18 foundation for my school and this can be backed 18 luxury apartment community located in the Lower
19 up by the 94% of our students who goonto a 19 Hill.
20 ~four-year college. & 20 The Isle of Capri plan is the only plan
21 The Isle of Capri also has morals in 21 that takes into consideration the needs of the
22 which I strongly believe in, and I truly believe 22 Pittsburgh residents. It is not a plan that
o these morals are a great foundation for the 23 just drops a casino into a focation where the
. refurbishment of our city. 24 casino owners think they can make the most
25 They are: To be the best gaming 25 money. This plan'is the best plan that has been
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Pittsburgh. Thé Isle of Capri plan is the only

1 tested to handle the traffic flow from a casino 1

2 and an arena. 2 plan that will guarantee the development we have

3 _ This plan is the only plan that offers 3 been waiting for for over 15 years and build a

B! easy access from all of the highways coming into 4 new arena with no strings attached.

5 the city. The Station Square site already has 5 This is not just about keeping the

6 too much traffic congestion. I cannot imagine a 6 Penguins in Pittsburgh. This arena generates

1 traffic nightmare by adding another attraction 7 income from the city all year long by the other

8 to this area. 8 events that are at this arena.

9 This is not a problem that can be 9 What is going to happen if the plan
10 resolved as Station Square sits between a 10 does not go through? The Penguins leave and the
11 mountain and a river. 11 new arena never gets developed. More loss of
12 i would hope that the PITG Gaming did 12 income to the city and eventually another vacant
13 studies on traffic flow, taking into 13 building in the Lower Hill.

14 consideration traffic from a casino and when the 14 Without the gaming license being award
15 stadium's letting out at the same time. 15 to the Isle of Capi, | cannot see the Lower

16 It already takes a few hours for all of 16 Hill ever being developed.

17 the traffic to pull out of Heinz field. In 17 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Thank you.
18 addition this site — in addition, this site is 18 Qur next speaker is James Carter.

19 limited, as you cannot get to it easily from ail 19 MR. CARTER: My name is James Carter
20 highways coming into the city. 20 and | am the General Manager for ARAMARK

21 Both the Station Square site and North 21 Corporation in Mellon Arena. ARAMARK has

22 Shore sites are areas that are already under 22 provided concessions and retail services for the
23 development. The Iste of Capri plan is the only 23 Pittsburgh Penguins since 1991, when the Pens
24 plan that is taking an area of Pittsburgh that 24 won their first Stanley Cup. We have a 20-year
25 has been neglected for many years and 25 contract in place.
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1 redeveloping it. 1 We also have been partners with the

2 There has been promises from the city 2 Steelers and the Pirates since the early

3 to develop this area for at least the last 15 3 seventies, about the time Three RiverS Stadium

4 years since Crawford Square was built. 4 opened.

5 The development is crucial for the 5 We have celebrated each time the

6 existence of Washington Plaza Apartments. Our 6 Steelers.win the Super Bowl, and we were there

1 owner's invested $2.5 million in Washington 7 to celebrate when the Penguins won their second

8 Plaza in 1991, during the construction of the 8 Stanley Cup against the Black Hawks in 1992.

9 - Crawford Square development. 9 We are long-standing partners with our
10 We are currently in another $1.5 10 teams, and we are long-standing members of the
11 million renovation, and hopes to compete with 11 Pittsburgh Community.

12 the new housing developments that are being 12 We employee more than 1700 seasonal and
13 built in Downtown, South Side and the Strip 13 full-time employees for the three major sports
14 District. These areas are already seeing new 14 teams, and they are all Pittsburghers through
15 retail and restaurants, # 15 and through. We care about what happens here
16 Washington Plaza cannot compete with 16 and we are here for the long haul. .
17 these developments as there is very little 17 1am here on behalf of ARAMARK to say
18 retail in the Lower Hill. Each year, more and 18 that we are fully in support of the Isle of
19 more buildings become abandoned and run down. 19 Capri's license application.
20 The unsightly vacant land and abandoned 20 We love the City of Pittsburgh and we
21 buildings make it difficult for us to attract 21 love the Penguins, and Isle of Capri getting the
22 new residents. This is creating a conception of 22 gaming license is good for all of us. Everybody

© 3 the area being unsafe to live. 23 knows about the Penguins - excuse me.

A Itis a long time coming that the Lower 24 Everybody knows that the Penguins want
25 Hill needs to be connected to Downtown 25 anew arena. | don't think there is any doubt

Archive Reporting Service 717-234-5922




141 143
1 that they need one. It is 45 years old. It 1 controlled.
2 makes it very difficult for the Penguins to 2 Yet, again, we tax-paying, concerned
3 compete in the current economic environment. 3 citizens have been disenfranchised. A
o The question is the same, one that 4 questionable solution has been imposed on us.
2 ~ communities always struggle with, Who is going 5 Therefore, my appeal, like so many that have
6 to pay for the new arena? Who will come up with b come before you, is to temper your judgment with
T the $290 million? 7 the question of appropriateness.
8 Here in Pittsburgh the answer can be 8 We must question, is it appropriate to
9 very simple. If Isle of Capri gets the gaming 9 allow these operations to be conducted with no
10 license, they will fund the building of a new 10 recourse to the public through judicial or
11 arena and then turn over ownership to the 11 elected process?
12 municipality. 12 On that we must take a stand. The only
13 That is not just a good thing that Isle 13 acceptable solution will be to make the
1 of Capri is doing, it is a great act of civic 14 operators responsible to the public for
15 partnership. 1 don't want to belabor the point. 15 conformance and performance with the elements of
16 No one wants to lose the Penguins. It would be 16 their license, not to a board that itself has
17 devastating to the hockey fans in Pittsburgh and 17 not oversight or appeal through the courts or
18 it would put ARAMARK's employees out of work. 18 the democratic process. Without voter and
19 It wouldn't be easy on the city's' economy 19 judicial review and accountability, none of the
20 either. 20 projects are appropriate.
21 But | am not here to talk about what 21 Additional questions: s it
22 might happen. 1am here on behalf of ARAMARK 22 appropriate to build a gaming facility so close
23 corporation and our aimost 300 employees to 23 to three or four of our universities? Is it
24 point out that we have before us a great 24 appropriate to authorize a facility that cannot
25 _ opportunity. 25 be enhanced with infrastructure, to make
3 142 | 144
s For the sake of the City of Pittsburgh, 1 accessible all of the traffic routes?
2 the Penguins and their legion of fans, we ask 2 Is it appropriate to mortgage our
3 that you consider the Isle of Capri's proposal. 3 children's future.to build that infrastructure
i Thank you for your time. ¢ required to any of these locations for the
5 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Thank you. 5 primasy benefit of the casino owners?
6 Our next speaker is Peter Zerega. 6 And yet there are some things that are
7 MR. ZEREGA: Good morning. My name is 7 appropriate, It is appropriate to require
8 Pete Zerega. |am from McCandless Township, 8 substantial contributions by the developers to
9 about 15 miles north, in Allegheny County. ] infrastructures such as underground cables and
10 My background is commercial lending and 10 utilities, improve and widen roadways, foot and
n entrepreneurial business, and most recently 11 bike trails, enhancements to already-funded but
12 community development work; but this 12 not-developed transit projects.
13 presentation is not about me, it is about 13 And as the Hill District has suggested,
u ensuring that the project that you approve is 14 they must help fund psychological medical care
15 the most appropriate, based on the benefits that 15 for those who become addicted and the families
16 accrue to all of the persons. 16 that are impacted by gambling.
17 We must first and foremostly ask that 17 It is appropriate that you require the
18 the organization that you give the license to 18 operators to fund educational, environmental and
19 +build and Pittsburgh's slots casinos be required 19 employment opportunities for the people
20 to take actions necessary to control the damage 20 impacted. Thank you.
21 to lives and to families that will occur from 21 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Thank you.
22 gambling. 22 Your time is up and we thank you for your
n Past studies indicate that damage and 23 remarks. ' _
ot dislocation will occur. Therefore the benefits 24 Next speaker is Louise Sturgess.
25 must be maximized such as they can be and damage 25 MR. STURGESS: 1am Louise Sturgess,
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1 executive director of the Pittsburgh History and 1 Areas in the handout highlighted in
2 Landmarks Foundation and Mt. Lebanon resident 2 yellow show our organization is active now. We -
3 and a fifth generation Pittsburgher, so I deeply 3 also list how we lead regional historic
_ care about this region. 4 preservation efforts through loan and grant
3 From my point of view the real beauty 5 programs, easements, feasibility studies and
6 of the Forest City/Harrah's proposal is that it 6 much more, o
7 includes a payment to the Pittsburgh History and 7 Historic preservation facilitates the
8 Landmarks Foundation as a resuit of the sale of 8 sensible development of distinctive, sustainable
9 Station Square in 1994, it will benefit the 9 places with character that attract people.
10 entire Pittsburgh region over time. Indeed, all 10 Historic preservation is an engine in this
i1 of Allegheny County and beyond. 11 region for economic vitality, hometown pride and
12 This payment of $25 million will 12 a growing tourism industry.
13 augment Landmarks' endowment and therefore 13 Renewal in historic areas brings new
14 enable our nonprofit group to provide increased 1 businesses, new jobs and new tax revenue. Let
15 ““assistance to historic preservation projects and 15 us accept the Forest City/Harrah's proposal
16 organizations throughout the Pittsburgh region 16 because in addition to the increased tax revenue
17 and to support educational programs for people 17 it will bring, it will bring historic
18 of all ages promoting community pride through an 18 preservation and economic development benefits
19 awareness of local history and architecture. 19 throughout the entire region through Landmarks
20 Let me tell you about our organization. 20 and its work witl' others.
21 Landmarks is a visionary, responsive, unselfish 21 This is an unmatched opportunity, a
22 nationally-recognized group of 76 trustees, 21 22 source of support that will enable historic
23 full- and part-time employees, more than 125 23 preservation to be a catalyst for renewal for
24 volunteers and college interns and 2,277 24 generations to come, well beyond the life of
25 dues-paying members. 25 Landmarks' staff and trustees.
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. Add to those numbers about 12,000 more 1 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Ms.
2 people who, on an annual basis, participate in 2 Sturgess, thank you. | note that during your
3 our school programs, teach our workshops and 3 presentation you did display a handout, and if
4 tours, attend lectures, conferences or special § you would like to have that marked as an
5 events or read our publications. 5 exhibit, please submit it to the clerk, and I
6 Since its founding in 1964, Landmarks 6 ask the clerk to mark it exhibit next in order.
7 has earned, effectively-managed and grown its 7 Thank you.
8 -~endowment and used its funds together with funds 8 The next speaker is Kirk Rice.
9 granted by others to leverage preservation and 9 MR. RICE: . Good morning, ladies and
10 restoration activities. 10 gentlemen, members of the Pennsylvania Gaming
it ' For every project we take on, though, 1 Control Board, Chairman Decker.
12 there are many more on the drawing board that 12 My name is Kirk Rice, and  am a
13 are equally worthy. With an increased 13 resident of the City of Pittsburgh.
1] ‘endowment, we will be abie to do more for the 14 Now, traffic, traffic, traffic. Come
15 entire Pittsburgh region, including the North 15 on, is there anybody here who has hasn't driven ]
16 Side in the Hill District where we have been 16 on aroad in the City of Pittsburgh? Traffic?
17 active since 1964, working with grass-roots 17 Give me a break.
18 organizations, who best know the needs of their 18 You know, the three entities currently
19 communities. 19 being considered for the awarding of this gaming
20 As the handout I have shows, we work 20 license is, well, somewhat akin to the three
21 with dozens of local, regional and state 21 tenors, that is to me. - -
22 agencies to advance the cause of historic 22 You have the Isle of Capri and of
o preservation because it promotes healthy 23 course Forest City and the other guy. I don't
— community development and smart growth and 24 get it, but | am confused about a few things.
25 respects the environment. 25 All across the State of Pennsylvania
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1 residents are arguing for the best proposals for 1 MR. POPEJAS: May it please this
2 cities that can generate the most property tax 2 esteemed board, my name is Dennis Popejas. 1 am
3 revenues. But here in Pittsburgh nobody cares 3 arestdent of this city. | have been a resident
. which s the best proposal. It seems like they § for 10 years. [ am not one of those evil
) " only care about the Penguins: 5 suburbanites we hear so much about. And today I
6 in case you guys don't understand what 6 would like to address some issues with you.
7 is going on let me paint you a brighter picture, 7 About what has been discussed a lot
8 here. This whole thing about this free arena is 8 today, but | think was neglected a lot
9 really about figuring out how to make the 9 yesterday, these are issues of local concern and
10 Penguins worth more money. Pure and simple. 10 [ am talking abotit the one question that has
11 They are selling the team, and it will i1 plagued every local leader for decades.
12 be more valuable if they have this new arena. 12 The question is, how do you get anyone .
13 Well, the new arena is a moot point. The city 13 in Downtown after 5:00 on the weekday without
U and county leaders of this area, along with 14 the use of fireworks?
15 Governor Rendell has, well, made it a moot 15 AUDIENCE: [LAUGHED]
16 . point. We are getting an arena, 16 MR. POPEJAS: Those are Pittsburgh
17 While | have always suspected that, you 17 residents. You cdn tell.
18 know, this was behind their motives, their 18 We have an opportunity to sofve this
19 actions yesterday certainly reaffirmed that. 19 problem with the isle of Capri plan, in my
20 They were told, again, by the leadership of the 20 belief. it is the only plan that is going to
21 city in this county that their issues have been 21 put all of its development in the heart of
22 resolved. There is a plan for the City of 22 Downtown. tis the only applicant that has a
23 Pittsburgh to get a new arena with or without 23 tangible plan ready to go to redevelop the Hifl
24 the Isle of Capri; but yet, they rejected it. 24 District, a long-neglected part of the city.
25 So now they are holding this community 25 Yesterday we heard testimony from all
g 150 - 152
i and me, basically, hostage and 1 resent that; 1 of the applicants. We have heard from Harris
2 and the ransom is this gaming license. And I 2 for Forest City. We also heard from Forest City
3 believe this is outrageous. 3 that their 3,000-slot-machine parlor will make
4 It would break my heart to find out 4 Pittsburgh comparable to Spain as a destination
5 that Mario was behind this, but | believe it's 5 spot. e
6 that billionaire guy out there in California, 6 Now, | have been a long-time resident
7 you know? 7 and 1 love this city, but even | have a hard
8 Folks, | have been a resident of the 8 time believing that a family of four is going to
9 City of Pittsburgh all of my life, and it was 9 choose Pittshurgh over Spain or any other
10 this day a year ago that the current mayor, Bob 10 location that may have slot parlors for them to
11 0'Connor, during the Mayoral election coined the 1 play. S
12 phrase, Is it good for Pittsburgh? 12 You also heard from Pit Gaming, and |
13 [ implore you, Members of the Board, to 13 do give Pit Gaming a lot of credit in this
14 consider that phrase and that question before 1 aspect where they did come out, albeit recently,
15 awarding this license. Is it good for 15 at the last minute, they came out and gave the
16 Pittsburgh? Thank you. 16 Hill District consideration and put development
17 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Thank you, 17 there.
i8 sir. 18 The problem is they are trying to reach
18 AUDIENCE: [APPLAUSE] 19 the bar that theé Isle of Capri reached at the
20 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Our next 20 outset. The Isle of Capri has offered that from
21 speaker is Dennis - 1 will let you pronounce 21 the beginning.
22 it, sir. 22 It is also important to note that the
o MR. POPEJAS: Popejas, sir. 23 North Shore casino will be in the North Shore
e PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Thank you 24 while the development for the Hill District will
25 very much. ) 25

be all of the way across town. | will caution
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beneficial for the-Pittsburgh region.

1 this board to note that history has shown us 1
2 that development does not cross railroad tracks 2 Our membership indicated that the four -
3 and does not cross rivers. 3 top issues that PUMP focuses on that will be
. The Isle of Capri plan has a plan in 4 most affected by gaming is economic development,
o place right now to reconnect Pittsburgh and the 5 community development, youth attraction and
6 Hill District. It is real. You can see ~ I b retention and jobs for young people.
7 invite you to look at it in the hallway. You 7 The first two will be covered by PUMP's
8 can see it. B economic development co-chair Steven Paul, later
8 The Isle of Capri came to the city and 9 on this morning.

10 formed its plans with us, Other applicants knew 10 34% of our membership feels that

11 of the political climate, they knew the arena 11 attraction and retention of young people is the

12 was needed, they knew the Hill District 12 issue that will be most affected by gaming,

13 development was needed and neither Forest City 13 while 24% felt that jobs for our demographic is

14 or Pitt Gaming committed to such a project at Yy the issue that will be most affected.

15 the outset. We were ignored:: [ believe that 15 60% of those surveyed feel that the

16 shows what they think of their community. 16 Pittsburgh First/fisle of Capri plan is the

17 Also of note, other local leaders 17 strongest application that will be most

18 declared victory with Plan B. Plan B mentions 18 effective for youth retention — youth

19 nothing of the Hill District. 1invite you to 19 attraction and retention.

20 visit the residents — 20 While 45% feel that Harrah's/Forest

21 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Thank you, 21 City is the weakest, and 46% feel that PITG

22 sir. Unfortunately your time has expired. 22 Gaming/Majestic Star casinos is the weakest on

23 MR. POPEJAS: Thank you. 23 that issue. o -

24 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Thank you 24 In addition, 51% of those surveyed feel

25 for your comments. 25 Pittsburgh First/Isle of Capri will provide the
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. Our next speaker is Belinda Yeager and 1 best employment opportunities for young people,
2 1 ask that Ms. Yeager come to the front. 2 while 33% felt that Harrah's/Forest City will be
3 MS. YEAGER: Good morning. My name is 3 weakest, and 35% think that PITG Gaming/Majestic
4 Belinda Yeager, and I am here to speak to you 4 Star casinos would be the weakest.
5 today as the President of PUMP, the Pittsburgh 5 We also asked our membership to remove
6 Urban Magnet Project. 6 all additional amenities from each proposal,
7 | believe you heard our Executive 7 the additional amenities being community
8 Director, Erin Molchany speak earlier this B funding, money for a new arena, condominiums,
8 morning on behalf of our membership of over 1700 9 riverfront development, et cetera.

10 young and young-thinking individuals in the 10 We asked them which did they feel

11 Pittsburgh region. | am here to represent them 1 provided the most benefit to the region removing

12 as well. 12 those amenities, and 74% chose Pittsburgh

13 PUMP held a forum on gaming a few weeks 13 First/Isle of Capri, 19% chose Harral's/[Forest

it ago and all three applicants were kind enough to 14 City and 13% chose PITG Gaming/Majestic Star

15 oblige us and present their plans to our 15 Casino. L

16 membership. 16 In conclusion, we are prepared to

17 Afterwards, we surveyed our membership, 17 supply as evidence a hard copy of the results of

18 and we received the biggest response to this 18 our survey for your review along with written

19 survey out of all of the surveys we have done. 19 comments in answer to the question in addition

20 It is sufficient to say that our 20 to property tax relief. How would you like to

21 membesship takes the issue of gaming and these 21 see tax revenues from gaming utilized?

22 three applications very seriously. 22 I 'ask that you please take these into
sy Our survey indicates that 82% of our 23 consideration when making your decision. Thank
P membership thinks that the Pittsburgh First/Isle 24 you.

25 of Capri pian, as a whole, will be the most 25 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Thank you.
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1 Our next speaker is Charles Vukotich, Jr. 1 deserve to get the benefit of a new development.
2 MR. VUKOTICH: Thank you, Control Board 2 The Isle of Capri was designed to benefit the
3 for your public service. [ am Chuck Vukotich, 1 3 Hill from the outset. The others will benefit
- " am a Pittsburgh resident. 4 other areas of the community and any
T3 You will make a public policy decision 5 consideration for the Hill, again, was an
6 that will affect the City of Pittsburgh and our 6 afterthought based on public pressure to do the
7 entire region, and my remarks today look at some 7 right thing. '
8 public policy issues and suggest that the Isle 8 [Mustrative of my problem with some of
9 of Capri proposal is the best optnon on that 9 the other proposals are Mr. Barden's remarks in
10 basis. 10 his Monday news conference, complaining that the
11 I present myself as something of an 11 requirement to build an arena and provide funds
12 expert on public policy, having a master's 12 for development were not in the original RFP.
13 degree in public policy and management from the 13 This illustrates a lack of foresight in not
14 Heinz School at Carnegie Mellon, as a professor 1 seeing the need and a lack of dedication to
15 at the University of Pittsburgh teaching a 15 domg the right thmg for the city and the
16 course in public policy, having worked in 16 region.
17 management of the public sector for over 30 17 Pittsburgh needs a new arena and the
18 years, and as a founder of the Pittsburgh 18 Penguins. We compete with many other venues in
19 SciTech Spectacular that promotes the science 19 this thing. 1 have worked to promote this
20 and technology of this region. 20 region and know we are at a crossroads. We
21 Point one is local approach. TheIsle 21 could become a Toledo, Ohio or we could become a
22 of Capri proposal was made in conjunction with 22 major city, and your decision will affect that.
23 Mario Lemieux, a Pittsburgher, who has been 23 Thank you all again for your service.
2 - involved with this proposal since its inception, 24 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Thank you,
25 and has made the many connections with the 25 sir.
158 160
L people in our community. 1 Our next speaker is Eustace Uku.
2 Mr. Lemieux has a proven track record 2 MR. UKU: Thank you very much, Chairman
3 of doing the right thing for Pittsburgh. The 3 Decker and members of the Gaming Control Board.
4 other proposals are from outsiders, and the 4 My name is Eustace Uku. [am a
5 local connections that they have are purely 5 resident of O'Hara Township. 1am managing
6 after-the-fact. 3 principal of the law firm of Uku & Uku, P.C and
7 Solutions that come from the outside 7 am President of Exico, Incorporated, a
8 without effectively communicating with the B management and financial consulting firm based
9 peopie from the beginning are doomed to failure, 9 in Downtown Plttsburgh
10 The we-are-here-to-tell-you-what-is-best-for-you 10 I have over 30 years of legal and
1 approach doesn't work, and we have seen that in 1 management consulting experience, and | have
12 Iraq. 12 also sat with Pennsylvania DCED as financial
13 Point two is integration of planning. 13 consultant for small business, including the
14 The Isle of Capri plan was designed from the 14 minority financing programs, for over nine
15 outset to build an arena, keep the Penguins in 15 years. .
16 Pittsburgh and integrate it with a casino and 16 Over the past decade my firm Exico has
17 associated development. 17 functioned as diversity consultant on projects
18 The others, if they have an arena, have 18 valued at over $2 billion. The entire focus of
19 it as an add-on, after the fact, because public 19 my comments today will be around the issue of
20 pressure is demanding this. The considerations 20 diversity. =~~~
21 of an arena and the Penguins were not an 21 As Frecall, there were three major
22 integral part of any other plan. 22 areas of diversity, that were touched upon by the
N Point three is fairness, The people of 23 legislation: (}wnershlp, contracting and
e the Hill District were negatively impacted by 24 employment.
25 the construction of the Civic Arena. They 25

Twould appeal to the Board to be very
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for large expansion purposes. '

1 mindful about these objectives while reviewing 1
2 the applications of the different applicants 2 No properties to buy or no concern for
3 because the legislation does not specify any 3 churches or schools. No additional costs for
kind of numeric goals. However, if you can't 4 utilities or infrastructure. The best location
5 quantify it, you can't measure it, and you can't 5 for ingress and egress, north, south, east,
6 control it. 6 west, roads, bridges, tunnels, waterways,
7 This is important from two 7 highways. They are all there right now.
8 perspectives: First, the award of the initial 8 Yes, the name Harrah's, | guess speaks
9 licenses, and then when they come back for 9 for itself as casino operators, [t's first and
10 license renewals, you need a baseline against 10 foremost and this you cannot deay.
11 which you can be able to measure the performance 11 From birth to retirement 10 years ago |
12 of this applicant with regard to their diversity 12 worked and lived in greater Cleveland, Ohio. My
13 records. ‘ 13 occupation allowed me the privilege to hold
14 The ownership issue needs to he 14 non-payiag board positions on 12
15 squarely addressed in terms of the equity 15 community-action committees. Most of them
16 participation of minorities and women in the 16 supporting health and social service agencies.
17 ownership of the different ventures that we 17 United Way, Red Cross, Urban League,
18 operate the successful casino. 18 Nationality Services, Community Cofleges and
1% And then from the second standpoint of 19 mental retardation to name a few.
20 contracting, | think it is also important, 20 Please believe me when I tell you, one
21 aithough I can understand the legal and 21 of the most community-conscious corporations in-
22 constitutional concerns of the Board not 22 Greater Cleveland has been, and is, Forest City
23 specifying the goals. 23 Enterprises,
24 I notice no statute or case law that [ 24 I sat on-community action boards with
25 know about that prevents a private corporation 25 not only Forest City Vice Presidents but also
162 _ 164
1 from specifying aggressive minority and women 1 with members of the Ratner family.
2 business goals and using rationally neutral 2 When Cleveland needed a new baseball,
3 means to attain it. 3 basketball and football sports complex
4 Employment, again, is another area that 4 facilities, Forest City was there with beils on.
5 needs to be specifically quantified. 5 When Forest City gives you its word and
6 The Board will be well-served and the 6 commitment you can coust on it.
1 Commonwealth will be well-served if these issues 7 I began by indicating that the best
8 are all carefully evaluated before license is 8 location is the station, and I think that is a
9 awarded throughout the Commonwealth. 9 good way.to end it. The best location is the
10 Thank you. 10 station. _
1 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Thank you, 11 Thank you very much.
12 sir. 12 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Thank you,
13 Qur next speaker is Frank Valenta. 13 Sir. D
1 MR. VALENTA: My name is Frank Valenta. 14 Our next speaker is Milton Raiford. .
15 And 1, for the last eight years, reside at 15 MR. RAIFORD: Good morning. My name is
16 1553 Grandview Avenue; that, of course, is 16 Milton Raiford. I am the head master of the
17 Pittsburgh's premiere street up on Mt. 17 Imani Christian.academy. |was born and raised
18 Washington because of the most spectacular view. 18 in Pittsburgh. |was in - in Homewcod section
19 Location. | guess that is what it is 19 of the City of Pittsburgh, a very poor
20 all about; and that is what we are here for, As 20 neighborhood, mainly African American,
21 far as [ am concerned, and afl of my neighbors, 21 [ am 50 years old now. |went to the
22 we feel that the best location is the station. 22 University of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia. 1
1 It's now Downtown Pittsburgh's place to 23 graduated in three and a half years. [ went on,
A go for shopping, eating and overall 24 got my law degree from Duquesne University here,
25 entertainment with all of the necessary space 25

and [ am back in the neighborhood that [ grew up
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1 in; and [ am actually saving some children from 1 Franco Harris is committed to walking
2 the ravishes of a poor public educational system 2 it out. He was committed to doing this before
3 and the crime that is in their.neighborhood. 3 Harrah's or Forest City ever got on the table.
: Not too long ago a young man by the i So he is going to continue to do this same thing
2 name of Franco Harris came into our school 5 that he has already been committed to do,
6 without fanfare, without any cameras, without 6 without a pecuniary interest of himself.
7 anybody begging him to come and he made a 7 He went down into the home where my
8 commitment to help me with these children, 8 father had a stroke, on his way to another
9 knowing that less than 1% of all African 9 business meeting and went down there and blessed
10 American males in the state of Pennsylvania 10 my dad for no reason at all.
11 graduate and go on to a four-year accredited 11 All 1 am saying is that you cannot
12 college. |thought it was important. 12 change a leopard's spots. If a person is not
13 He made a commitment to us. He brought 13 committed before they got here, they are not
14 his foundation’s support with him. He helped us 14 going to be committed afterwards. And ali 1 can
15 build our library, which is the first library in 15 say is that Mr. Franco Harris is committed.
16 the whole section of East Hills that is is So 1 am here on his behalf, and |
17 benefiting not only the kids in my school, 191 17 believe this license should be given, because he
18 of them, but also the whole East Hills' 18 has already proven that he has given his heart
19 residents. 19 to something without his pocketbook being
20 He has made a commitment. He made a 20 connected to it. .
21 commitment fo help me tackle this issue of teen 21 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Thank you,
22 obesity, particularly in African American kids 22 Sir. :
23 with the high blood pressure thmg, by 23 Our next speaker is Anthony F.
24 introducing his own resources to make that 24 Wiiliams. ’
25 happen. 25 MR. WILLIAMS: Hello. My name is
g 166 | 168
L What | am talking about is commitment. i Anthony Williams, resident of Collier Township.
2 I have sat here all morning. | fiave sat here 2 The majority of my business background and
3 some through yesterday, and I heard about afl of 3 hands-on experlence is in the field of real
4 these plans and things like that. 4 estate finance. .
5 First of all, I don't see a whole lot 5 For almo_st 20 years | have been
6 of people that ook like me talking about this; 6 involved with Pittsburgh banks and other lending
7 number two, | don't hear a [ot of people talking 7 and financial institutions, which | believe
8 about this from this particular point of view of 8 qualifies me to address the PA Gaming Control
9 being a Pittsburgher. 9 Board. o
10 1 used to be a District Attorney. 1 10 Among the three proposed neighborhood
11 had my own law firm here and have fought all of 11 sites vying for the single casino license within
12 my life along with my parents to bring some kind 12 the City of Pittsburgh limits, there are
13 of equality and justice to this particular 13 significant differences in terms of the past and
14 arena. 14 present economic development stimuli.
15 | am a minister now and so gambling is 15 In 1962, the world's first retractable
16 really not my thing because I know that is borne 16 roof facility, the Civic Arena, was completed
17 on the backs of people that réally can't afford 17 for the Civic Light Opera audiences to enjoy
18 to do it and you don't win a lot. 18 music under the stars.
19 But by listening to afl of these plans, 1% In the process, however, a neighborheod
20 what | am confronted with and what | am 20 was destroyed, and the flight to suburbia was in
21 concerned about, is the people that are running 21 high gear. The Uptown District neighborhood and
22 the plans are really the plan anyway. The 22 corresponding main thoroughfare between Chatham
people that are really committed, all of these 23 Center and the 23. city blocks up Fifth Avenue to
s plans are only going to be as good as the people 24 Carlow College in Oakland, suffered tremendously .
25 that are committed to walking them out. 25 and has been decaying every since.
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1 In 1972 the CLO moved out of the Civic 1 It is a casino-located - if a casino
2 Arena. Around the same time the newly-built 2 is located across the Downtown business across
3 home of the Pittsburgh Pirates and Steelers was 3 the river, it could very well be in the North
, drawing record crowds to North Side, since named 4 Hills or the South Hills of Pittsburgh —
5 Three Rivers Stadium. 5 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Sir, your
6 The magic across the Allegheny River 6 time is up. We thank you for your remarks.
1 and the North Side, also known as the North 1 MR. WILLIAMS: Thank you.
8 Shore, continues briskly today, as we know. B PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Our next
9 After 35 years and billions of dollars 9 speaker is Mr. Ally Robinson (sic).
10 in construction projects, the North Shore 10 Do you need some assistance,
11 redevelopment is not only alive and well, it is 11 Mr. Robinson?
12 exploding. Literally, hundreds of new business 12 MR. ROBISON: Thank you. Iam okay.
13 establishments and residences have relocated to 13 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Can we give
14 the mecca of prosperity within the City of 14 Mr. Robinson some assistance, please?
15 Pittsburgh limits. 15 MR. ROBISON: Thank you.
16 The South Side neighborhood, across the 16 | am fonathan Robison of Pittsburgh,
17 Monongahela River, from the Downtown central 17 the Oakland neighborhood. 1am speaking on
18 business district, when | was a kid, in the 18 behalf of the Allegheny County Transit Council,
19 mid-1960's, this was a clean, safe and vibrant 18 ACTC. The ACTC is the legislative mandated
20 business and residential district. 20 citizen advisory body to the Port Authority of
21 Today it is still clean and safe, but 21 Allegheny County. 1am Chairperson of the
22 the word vibrant would be an understatement. 22 long-range planning committee of the ACTC.
23 The South Side of Pittsburgh is treasure, a 23 We urge that you require whoever you
24 beacon, a phenomenon. It is truly a 24 select for a casino in Pittsburgh have good
25 neighborhood of continuous growth. What would 25 public Uansporﬁaﬁon_.
170 } 172
1 be the effect of a new casino development on the 1 The casino in Pittsburgh will be a
2 City of Pittsburgh in each of the proposed sites 2 major trip generator. Some people coming to the
3 described above? 3 casino will prefer public transportation.
4 Starting with the South Side 4 Others will have to use public transportation.
5 development proposal, represented by Forest City 5 Consider not only the people coming to
6 Enterprises project: The neighborhood real 6 the casino for entertainment but the people
7 estate values and corresponding revitalization 7 coming to other places of entertainment, to
8 efforts impact would be negligible. 8 restaurants and-bars. Consider the many
9 Number two, we will examine North Shore 9 employees of the casino and the associated
10 proposal presented by PITG project. How do you 10 businesses. :
11 calculate any increase in value to a $350 11 This proposed — I'm sorty. Consider
12 million Heinz field Steelers football stadium or 12 traffic congestion. Consider air pollution.
13 a Carnegie Science Center Museum or a PNC Park 13 Consider our dependence on foreign sources of
14 Pirates baseball stadium? 14 petroleum.,
15 in addition, we all know that a casino 15 Failure to require good public
16 site across the river and outside the central 16 transportation for any new major development is
17 business district would be a destination in and 17 not only foolish but unpatriotic.
18 of itself, and have very little benefit to the 18 This proposed policy does not imply any
19 depressed, Downtown, smajl business owner. 19 preference among the three applicants.
20 [ want to say that [ believe the 20 Allegheny County Transit Council certainly has
21 projected slots revenue is at best exaggerated. 21 no preference. All three proposed casino sites
22 And skipping to my ending: 1 cannot 22 present problems and opportunities.
) stress enough the importance of such a change in 23 Station Square is served by the Port
| attitude that would occur in the Hill District 24 Authority South Hill's T Line, but there are
25 should the 10C receive the lone slots license. 25 questions about the capacity of the station and
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1 the line, and about the proximity of the station 1 has been.
2 to the actual casino site.  _ 2 If I may, | would like to read a couple
3 A North Shore site might be served by 3 excerpts of letters to the editor. This one is
- the plan North Shore exteasion of the T, and the § from the Post Gazette from April 6th. The
$ casino operator might facilitate that extension. 5 Pennsylvania Gaming Law states that a company
6 The Mellon Arena site, now served by 6 cannot own & horse track and a slots license at
1 buses, which tend to run at capacity, might 1 the same time..
8 present an opportunity of great importance to 8 Harris applied for a Category I license
9 the region. 9 in Chester Downs; and is therefore ineligible to
10 For a century, there has been talk of 10 “apply for a Category Il license in Pittsburgh.
11 some kind of public transit rail service 11 To get around this, it's partner Forest
12 connecting Downtown and Oakland. Could this be 12 City applied for the ficense and listed Harrah's
13 an opportunity to develop an east rapid-transit i3 as the casino operator. Why are Harrah's job
14 line with a stop at the casino? 14 and revenue projections higher than the
15 Whatever you pick, please be certain 15 projection estimates made by Pennsylvania and
16 that the site has good public transportation. 16 40% higher than the national leader? Why hasn't
17 Thank you. 17 it come close to its projected revenue estimates
18 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Thank you, 18 in other casinos? If Harrah's truly cares about
19 Sir. i9 Pittsburgh, why hasn't it offered to provide the
20 AUDIENCE: |APPLAUSE] 20 wherewithal to build an arena as a gift to the
2 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Our next 21 community?

1 22 speaker is Jonathan VanSickle. 22 Another letter from the Tribune Review,
23 MR. VANSICKLE: Hello. My name is 23 on the 31st, said the people of Pittsburgh need
24 Jonathan VanSickle. 1 am now a resident of 24 to make it clear to the slots committee and to
25 Washington County, but | have been a 25 Harralt's, that if a license in Pittsburgh is
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i southwestern Pennsylvania resident my entire 1 awarded to the plan that most local residents
2 life. 2 don't support, then' we simply won't go.
3 We can parade for Franco Harris, Smokey 3 Ladies and gentlemen of the Board,
4 Robinson, the Pittsburgh Penguins, whoever out 4 ask you, to take the opinion of the people of
5 there to speak on the behalf of these parties, 5 this city into consideration. Think of what the
6 but the more important people are the residents 6 people of this city really want. Overwhelmingly
1 of this area, the residents of southwestern 7 it has been Isle of Capri. Thank you.
8 Pennsylvania, the residents of Pittsburgh. 8 PRES]Dlj}{G OFFICER MILLER: Thank you,
9 These are the people who you should consider, 9 sir. ' '
10 and these people have voted and supported the 10 Our next speaker is Losie Stewart.
11 Isle of Capri overwhelmingly. 11 MS. STEWART: Good morning. My name is
12 On a KDKA-TV online call over 50%, 12 Lorie Stewart. [ am here to support the Isle of
13 nearly 56% of the people surveyed, support the 13 Capri Pittsburgh First plan for a stand-alone
U Isle of Capri. The next highest number is no 14 slots casino in the City of Pitisburgh.
15 preference, and it was in the teens. 15 I have wrestled with what | want to
16 There have been numerous letters to the 16 say, primarily because | don't know what you
17 editors of the Post Gazette and the Tribune 17 want to hear.
18 Review and most of them have been in favor of 18 You have before you twe very good, some
19 the Isle of Capri. The handful that have been 19 may say outstanding proposals, and one that has
20 in favor of other plans, usually have been tied 20 been touted as a no-brainer, by many of our
21 to people whose personal profits are tied into 21 local elected officials and that is the Isle of
22 those plans, such as the general manager of the 22 Capri plan. '
A Hard Rock Cafe, managers of hotels owned by 23 To put it into a sports context, they
A Forest City and other people whose personal 24 stepped up to the plate, like Bill Masaroski,
25 profits are tied into where the casino license 25 and hit the home run that won the 1960 World
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PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Thank you

1 Series; they took the ball and ran 75 yards and 1

2 won the 2006 Super Bowl; and they, like the 2 for your remarks, ina‘am.

3 phenomenal Mario Lemieux and the sensational, 3 The next speaker is Bradley Jake Young.
o record-setting rookie, Sidney Crosby, raised the 4 MR. YOUNG: Good morning. Is everyone
‘o bar to another level. 5 happy? o

6 All three have guaranteed economic 6 My name is jake Young. Aside from a

7 development, but only one has guaranteed 7 few years away from college, the Pittsburgh area

: maintaining the existing jobs and businesses as 8 has been my home for nearly 50 years, with 23 of

9 well as create new jobs, develop the Hill 9 those as Franco Harris' neighbor on the North
10 District, Uptown area and reconnect that area to 10 Side,

11 the city. i1 I have had the consummate Pittsburgh

12 Included in this plan.is over a billion 12 experience having shoveled stuff into a steel

13 dollars of economic development, but the crown 13 mill furnace, worked Downtown as a sales clerk

14 jewel is a $290 million gift, in the form of a 14 at Kaufmann's and Iater as serving as the

15 state of the art muiti-purpose facility for the 15 Membership and Development Director for the

16 region. 16 Greater Pittsburgh Chamber of Commerce.

17 This facility will bring concerts back 17 Along the way | have patronized every

18 to the area that have not come here because 18 major arts, cultural and sporting organization

19 Melton Arena is outdated; but most important, it 19 in town, served on a few boards, attended a

20 will keep its anchor tenant, the Pittshurgh 20 World Series game, been to most local

21 Penguins, here where they belong. 21 entertainment venues and as you can tefl I like

22 It is like hitting the Power Ball, only 22 to eat out, often at Station Square. I tell you

23 better. 23 this as a way of saying that 1 champion what

24 The multi-purpose facility will be 24 Pittsburgh has to. offer.

25 built at no cost to the taxpayers. 25 Today | am here to talk to you about
a 178 \ - 180

. 1 understand property relief is a vital 1 what Pittsburgh will offer tomorrow and how |
2 part to determining who receives stand-alone 2 believe one company is poised to deliver the
3 slots licenses, they all have that in their 3 goods.

4 proposals. They will all claim to do what is 4 As 1 understand it, the criteria you
5 best, only the Isie of Capri pled to support and 5 are addressing and choosing a gaming license are

6 commitment from day one. ** 6 finances, safety and public access. I believe

i When prodded by the Governor, PITG 7 that two other criteria should also be

8 Gaming agreed to put money toward a 8 addressed, namely, commitment and quality.

9 multi-purpose facility and then jumped on board 9 The commitment I refer to is to the
10 to redevelop the Hill District. Forest 10 mission of lowering property taxes, the reason
11 City/Harrah's have by all accounts overstated 11 we voters approved of the referendum enabling
12 profit margins and understated the traffic 12 slots gaming in the Commonwealth.

13 nightmares on the South Side. This [eads to 13 Equally important I feel is the quest

14 scepticism as to what they will do for the 4 for quality. Taking both of these into account,
15 region. 15 [ feel that Harrah's Station Square offers the
16 I will skip forward. Yes,1am a 16 best plan for our city. Harrah's has the only

17 hockey fan. And if this team leaves, 1 17 Standard & Poor's bond rating considered to be
18 personally have no reason to come back to the 18 investment grade, while Isle of Capri and

19 City of Pittsburgh or to Allegheny County. 19 majestic have only junk bond status.

20 I heard Forest City claim that people 20 Harrah's has proposed a fantastic

21 from Spain will come to their casino. Well, | 21 addition to Station Square, a successful

22 live in Westmoreland County, and [ won't come to 22 destination for 28 years. Most importantly,

R their casino. IfI am not willing to go 30 23 they plan the largest casino of the three

—— miles, why would anyone want to come thousands 24 proposals, likely generating the most gaming tax
25 of miles? 25

revenue, that we voters were promised as
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1 property tax relief. . i to industry averages.
2 Coupled with that are the substantial 2 What is each applicant's track record
3 number of high-paying jobs that will result. So 3 for revenues and meeting their published
- significant is the projected income that 4 projections in other states? Proposals that
B Harrah's will generate for its employees that it 5 will ultimately require taxpayer investment to
6 will eclipse the payrolls of both Isle of Capri 6 be completely realized are antithetical to
1 and the Penguins by nearly $36,248,000. 1 gaming legislation's intent and should be duly
8 It makes perfect sense not to go with 8 regarded. _
9 the isle of Capri or Majestic plans for 9 For example, will a public entity be
10 financing a new Penguins arena. Those plans 10 required to bear the cost of demolition or
1 call for upwards of $100 million publicly-held 11 infrastructure improvements? How will proposed
12 real estate and development costs, money and 12 housing be affordable without subsidy?
13 resources that could be better used elsewhere. 13 Each applicant is offered a community
14 In addition, it appears that Majestic's 14 benefit beyond a slots casino. What actually
15 plan calls for the diversion of state gaming 15 are they promising in writing and how meaningful
16 revenues away from property tax relief, a 16 will each investment be when the rubber hits the
17 violation of the voters' wishes. We have seen 17 road? How will the community's voice influence
18 this sort of thing before, and it just ain't 18 how those dollars get invested? What is the
19 sight. 19 percentage of minority ownership?
20 Simply put, proposals that hinge on 20 -Look at each applicant's capacity to
21 funding a new stadium for the Penguins are 21 deliver what they promise and the
22 marketing tools that mask inadequate plans to 22 real-world-time-frames for return on investment,
23 generate revenue for property tax relief. Itis 23 not just for the investors, of course, but for
| L a choice, frankly, that ] believe our city would 24 the taxpayers and for the communities with which
12 be better — if it is a choice, | believe our 25 they will be building.
B 182 I 184
1 city would be better off without the Penguins- 1 Ask yourself, What role size plays in
2 and their partners than without Harrah's. 2 delivering the highest value to taxpayers? Do
3 1 encourage the Board to honor the 3 applicant have site control for their promised
4 state's commitment to the voters and to quality 4 development? Do they have a track record
5 by choosing Harrah's for the gaming license, 5 completing construction on time, on budget? And
6 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Thank you, 6 what relationship does profitability have to
1 SIT. 7 community investment?. And can they demonstrate
8 Our next speaker is Steven Paul. 8 that their community development plans resonate
9 MR. PAUL: My name is Steven Paul. | 9 with community needs.
10 live in Pittsburgh. 10 Thank you very much for your thoughtful
il I'am a Board Member of Pittshurgh Urban 1 consideration.
12 Magnet Project, and founder and co-chair of its 12 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Thank you,
13 economic development committee. [ am also a 13 siT. -
14 principal of SPUR Consuiting, a practice in 14 Our next speaker is Michael Lamb.
15 community and economic development in the 15 MR. LAMB: Good morning. My name is
16 Pittsburgh region. 16 Michael Lamb. 1 reside at 1015 Grandview Avenue
17 The driving purpose of gaming 17 Mt. Washington in the City of Pittsburgh and in
18 legislation is to build the tax coffers across 18 the interest of full disclosure, | am an
19 Pennsylvania. This measure should be considered 19 attorney and act as counsel to the Mt.

20 foremost along with community impact and 20 Washington Community Development Corporation,
21 applicant capacity to deliver what it proposes. 21 who you heard from earlier today. [ am also the
22 1 beseech you to look beyond the 22 elected Prothonotary of Allegheny County.

Al surface and consider the farther-reaching 23 Let me start by saying that I don't

L implications of each proposal. Where do each 24 envy your position. The decision you make will

25 applicant's revenue projections fall in relation 25 have a dramatic daifg'f_:t, good or bad, on this
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1 community; and, arguably, your decision is the 1 that adds up. ... ..
2 most important public decision this community 2 My concern about parking is that
3 wilk face in the generation. 3 Station Square is not adequately planned for its
S I appreciate the time you are taking, 4 parking needs. The casino itself and future
"3 and [ appreciate the time you've offered me. 5 development will take away hundreds of susface
6 I speak to you today as a resident of 6 parking spaces.
7 Mt. Washington concerned about the potential 7 Station Square counters that because
8 impact the Station Square casino will have on 8 they will be charging for parking, more people
g the surrounding communities, particularly with 9 will carpool. 1 believe that because they are
10 respect to parking and traffic. 10 charging more, people will park for free on
11 The traffic issues are readily apparent 11 Mt. Washington and ride the incline.
12 today even when Station Square holds a smail 12 The narrow streets of Mt. Washington
13 event. Station Square gaming acknowledges in 13 will be awash in vehicles because of the lively
14 their filing that most of their patrons will 14 restaurant business our community already
15 arvive by vehicle; and that the number one 15 supports, we are faced with significant parking
16 vehicular route of arrival to their facility is 16 issues as it stands, -
17 via the Smithfield Street Bridge and Carson 17 A casino at Station Square will only
18 Street; that's the problem. 18 make that worse, but that is my opinion and 1 am
19 The Smithfiefd Street Bridge is a 19 not an expert. [ have read through the impact
20 historic structure that will not allow any 20 studies submitted by the applicants; and
21 alteration that will lessen congestion. Carson 21 understandably, they are showing themselves in a
22 Street is bounded on one side by a railroad and 22 light most favorable to their position.
23 a Mountain and on the other side by the loading 23 But | am leery about some of the
24 docks of the freight house shops, another 24 projections; that is why 1 join with so many
25 historic structure. 25 others who have or will testify that what is
186 188
1 This infrastructure is grossly 1 needed, if you truly want to make an informed
2 inadequate to handle the number of vehicles 2 decision, is an independent study of traffic and
3 expected at this facility. 3 parking at each of these three sites.
4 Traffic congestion for me and for the 4 It is a proposal that [ raised with
5 surrounding communities of Mt. Washington, the 5 each of the applicants at a forum recently.
6 South Side and the burgeoning residential 6 They all agreed that they would submit to such a
1 district on First Side, is a quality-of-life 1 study, if you asked.
8 issue. 8 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Thank you,
9 But it is more than that. Part of your 9 sir. i
10 mission is to determine whid‘!_ﬂ of these 10 Unfortunately, sir, your time is up and
1 facilities can produce the most revenue. And I 11 1 am asking you to return to your seat.
12 submit that the problems of traffic in and 12 MR. LAMB: Thank you. :
13 around Station Square are so severe, that it 13 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Thank you.
14 will have a negative impact on their bottom 14 Our next speaker is Patricia Weaver.
15 line. 15 MS. WEAVER: Hello. | am Patricia
16 The amount of money that someone spends 16 Weaver. |1am a CPA and Harvard MBA.
17 in a casino depends on how much money they have 17 Like many Pennsylvanians I have been
18 and how much time they have to spend it. When 18 shacked at how the state is barreling ahead with
19 most people go for a night out, they are on 19 the introduction of gambling with no apparent
20 somewhat of a schedule. Maybe they have three 20 public consent or authority.
21 hours or four before they have to be back home 21 [ am deeply concerned that our elected
22 to relieve a baby-sitter or get to bed for work 2 and appointed officials' financial interests in
A the next day. If an hour or more of that time 23 casinos and gambling creates conflicts in
4 is spent in traffic or looking for a place to 24 interest, which render those officials incapable
25 park, that is an hour less of stots play and 25

of acting in the best interests of the citizens

Archive Reporting Service 717-234-5922




89 191
1 of Pennsylvania. i 1 financial stake in gaming-related businesses and
2 The law, allowing 1% interest, has 2 properties.
3 essentially made those in power on this issue 3 We need to know who the gaming industry
S middlemen. Middlemen capable of selling our 4 is paying on their payroll and consulting fees
T quality of life to the highest bidder willing to 5 sharing and then sharing in the profits. And we
6 pay 1%. One percent doesn't sound like that 6 need to know the present value of the projected
7 much but it is a major fortune: It is like 7 future cash flows of these interests, based on
8 hitting the jackpot. 8 the current state projections.
9 The law is unconscionable. It sets g Second, all state action and activities
10 those in power in a position to be bought at the 10 involving implements in slots should be halted
il expense of citizens. The law implies to get the 1 until the citizens of Pennsylvania have this
12 job done, who needs to be paid off and what 12 financial information, and we need to know who
13 percentage is appropriate? It likely requires a 13 is working for us, and who is working for the
14 line item for public companies under the Foreign 1 gambling interést,”
i5 Corrupt Practices Act. 15 Third, the people of Pennsylvania
16 This lack of impartial judgment by 16 deserve to vote on whether or not they want
17 those in power places our state in great 17 gambling.
18 jeopardy. This problem demands extreme and 18 Fourth, we should disallow this 1% law.
19 timely measures before we reach the point of no 19 It is ridicalous. If the public officials want
20 return. 20 to hold 1% interest, then they should step down
21 The private sector prohibits such 21 from public office.
22 dealings. It holds executives dccountable for 22 Fifth, public officials in Pennsylvania
23 acting in the best interest of corporations and 23 need to be held to the same high standards of
24 not benefiting at the expense of shareholders. 24 the federal government. If investment
25 A paraltel example is the Qwest phone 25 opportunities were obtained by elected officials
d ] 190 y 192
. company's corporate executive Mark Weisberg, who 1 because of their power and position, these
2 was responsible for new business development. 2 assets need to be relinquished to the state.
3 When new companies came to him and offered 3 Sixth, we need to closely examine our
4 Qwest, some hard-to-come-by IPO stock, the § state laws and structure, because it appears
5 executive asked for some for himself and his 5 that our legal system is designed for public
6 sister and his parents. He made millions 6 officials and attorneys by public officials and
7 "helping out” these companies. Just like Mark 7 attorneys at the expense of our businesses,
8 Weisherg, it appears our politicians may be 8 citizens and our state's long-term viability as
g helping the gambling industry in the same way. 9 a desirable place to live. Thank you.
10 The Qwest executive was indicted for 10 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Thank you,
1 allegedly secretly using his position, power and 1 ma'am. ]
12 influence as the Qwest officer to personally 12 Our next speaker is Jim Malloy.
13 profit and attempt to personally profit by 13 MR. MALLOY: Good morning. I thank you
14 seeking and obtaining valuable investment 1 for the opportunity to speak to you this morning
15 opportunities for himself and others at the 15 or, actually, this afternoon now. I don't envy
16 expense and to the detriment and in a manner not 16 you guys. You have a very difficult task in
17 authorized by or in the best interest of Qwest 17 front of you.. . _
18 and its shareholders. 18 My name is Jim Matloy. 1am the
19 Why should conflicts of interest be 19 president of the Fraternal Order of Police in
20 - permitted in Penasylvania's public sector when 20 Pittsburgh. Iam here to ask for your support
21 it is not permitted in the private sector? 21 in changing the structure under which the fee is
22 This is what we need to do: The public 22 presented to the state.
o needs basic accountability and transparency. We 23 We are preséntly working with
need to know every elected official and 24 Phitadelphia as well as with the state FOP to
25 appointed officials and their relatives' 25 amend the legislation that would allow 10% to be
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1 given back to the municipality who receives a 1 time. o
2 casino to use those funds to enhance and expand 2 I brought with me copies of the letter
3 their police department. 3 to the Governor. [ will leave them. Thank you
Pittsburgh is under Act 47, and we also 4 very much.
E have an Oversight Board. Our government is 5 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Thank you,
6 actually controfled by the state, for the most 6 sir. And, again, if you do have something you
7 part and who they appoint to run it. 7 do wish to mark as an exhibit, please give it to
8 We have 860 police officers. When you 8 our clerk.
9 come right down to it, there is about 500 that 9 The next speaker is Carol Wilson.
10 are patrolmen. Those patrolmen are responsible 10 MS. WILSON: Good afternoon my name is
1 to take care of the needs of Pittsburgh. 1 Caro] Wilsen. |am a small business owner
12 Every time Franco Harris runs down the 12 located in Station Square for the last 14 years.
13 field or Jerome Bettis or the crack of the bat 13 Station Square in the past 14 years has
14 happens in the North Side, we literally rape 14 had its ups and downs. We are doing quite well
15 each one of the stations for manpower to see to 15 with the renovations of Bessemer Court. Things
16 it that the citizens who go to these games can 16 are looking on the up and up.
17 get safely into and out of and are unmoiested 17 Speaking on behalf of Harrah's
18 after the game; so that any fights that should 18 Entertainment and Forest City, Harrah's is one
19 occur after a Cleveland/Pittsburgh game can be 19 of the lasgest and most successful gaming
20 handled by our police department. 20 companies in the coumry and Forest City is one
21 1 want you to understand something, we 21 of the big names in real estate.
22 are undermanned. We don't have enough policemen 22 The location is, in my opinion, ideal.
23 to deal with this. There is an article in the 23 The riverfront is 4 beautifisl location with the
24 paper this morning of 100 — to a $269 million 24 new docks that they put in last year, it is
25 renovation to Downtown Pittsburgh. 25 ideal for boat traffic, it's accessible by bus,
- 194 196
" Sadly, when gambling comes to 1 light rail, the bridges, the interstate and the
2 Pittsburgh it is also going to drag in every 2 marina this year should do very well.
3 pervert, panhandler, hooker and junkie, dope 3 As soon as the licensing is awarded,
4 dealers and thieves. We have to be prepared to 4 the ground can be broken and they own the
5 deal with that. 5 property so there shouldn't be any holdup there.
6 We cannot do that. We don't want the 6 Station Square could be completed in a
7 citizens of Pittshurgh to be - let's say denied 7 year, which would benefit everyone. | thought
8 what they are paying taxes for; and that is 8 that the gaming was designed to reduce property
9 police protection in their neighborhoods. 9 taxes for the Pennsyivania residents, not
10 Every time this casino door will open, 10 designed to save a hockey team.
11 24 hours a day, it will require traffic control 1 I think most of the people or the
12 and security outside of their compound. 12 politicians have lost sight of that being held
13 1 am certain that whatever casino you 13 hostage too quote the other man, saying that the
1 pick is ultimately going to handle their own 14 Penguins would leave if they are not given the
15 security needs, what arrives at their gate will 15 arena.
16 be what we as police officers have to attend to. 16 [ think everyo_ne knows now at this
17 I'have drafted a letter to Governor 17 point that money will be — no matter who it is
18 Ridge asking that 10% of the fee, of the $50 18 that gets the licensing, money will be there to
19 million that will be paid of that fee, be given 19 help the Penguins.
20 back to the City of Pittsburgh so that we can 20 We need to look at which of these
21 hire additional police officers and buy that 21 facilities wifl be the greatest impact on our
22 technical equipment that we need to service, not 22 city workers and the economy in the long run.
: only the casinos, but also the citizens of 23 Station Square already has a hotel up
e Pittsburgh, 5 24 and running, there is a lot of restaurants and
25 | want to thank you very much for your 25 shops are already in place. The nightclubs are
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1 very accessible and do quite well. 1 In other words, Allegheny County
2 As for the traffic location. I have 2 households will, in effect, be subsidizing
3 been coming in and out of Station Square for 14 3 Pennsylvania homeowners, which is interesting
: years now. Coming out Saturdays is probably 4 since Allegheny County households have an annual
) your biggest traffic pattern and really there 5 household income that is $2,000 lower than that
6 isn't any problem getting in and out. 6 of the average Pennsylvanian household.
7 Your job is to pick the best location. 7 To plunder that much money from one -
8 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Ma'am, 8 group of people and give nothing back, would be
9 unfortunately your time is up. 9 unconscionable.
10 THE WITNESS: Thank you. 10 There is no:doubt that the state of
i1 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: We thank you 11 Pennsylvania will receive significant revenues
12 for your comments. 12 from any of the three proposed casinos. [ am
13 Our next speaker is Dorothy Falk. 13 asking that the Gaming Control Board look
U MS. FALK: Good morning. My name is 14 closely at the revenues that are being projected
15 Dorothy Falk. 1live in the borough of 15 and to take into account other considerations as
16 Thornburg here in Aliegheny County. 16 well.
17 I am concerned about the potential 17 The Isle of Capri and Majestic Star
18 negative consequences of having a casine in the 18 Casinos seem to have consistent and realistic
19 City of Pittsburgh, but i recognize the fact 19 revenue and employment projections. In Harrah's
20 “that the law has already beerpassed and that a 20 projection it seems so greatly exaggerated as to
| 4 Pittsburgh casino is inevitable. At this point, 21 be implausible. Therefore, assuming that all
22 I can only hope that Pittsburgh will also be 22 three will generate comparable revenues, 1 ask
23 able to benefit from a casino's presence in the 23 that you choose a proposal that offers to give
24 city. 24 back the most to the City of Pittsburgh and to
25 One big reason that | felt compelled to 25 this region.
g 198 o 200
. be here today was an interview that I saw on a 1 That proposal is put forth by the Isie
2 local television newscast, in which someone from 2 of Capri. In addition to providing the city
3 the Gaming Control Board commented that the 3 with immediate. ownership of a brand new arena,
4 Board's sole responsibility was to select a 4 free of charge, its proposal to develop the Hill
5 casino that will generate the most revenue for 5 District will help to rebuild a multi — I'm
6 property tax relief in the State of 6 sorry — will help to rebuild a multi-purpose
7 Pennsylvania; and that the Board is not 7 arena that was previously decimated in the name
B concerned about any benefits that the City of 8 of progress.
9 Pittsburgh might receive in return. 9 In addition, this proposal is the only
10 I found this statement to be callous 10 one that guarantees that the Pittsburgh Penguins
11 and alarming, and | hope that it is not true. 11 will remain in the city. And as any of the
12 Based on information contained in the 12 250,000 people who converged downtown in the
13 .-Forest City proposal, 75% of the revenues 13 bitter cold on Tuesday, February 7th, to
bt generated by a casino will come from Allegheny ol celebrate the Steelers' Super Bowl Championship
15 County residents. 15 can attest, sports matters both economically and
16 Even if we choose the most conservative 16 emotionally.
17 estimate of approximately $400 million in total 17 These are three huge give-backs that
18 annual casino revenues, this means every adult 18 the Isle of Capri is offering to this region
19 in the county needs to lose, on average, $308 19 which will not detract at all from the Gaming
20 each year for the good of the Commonwealth. 20 Control Board's stated purpose of ensuring large
21 This also means that at feast $300 21 state revenues. The state wins and the region
22 million will come from the pockets of Allegheny 22 wins. T
T County residents to be turned over to help lower 23 Thank yo'u.'; '
e the property taxes of homeowners across the 24 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Thank you,
25 entire state of Pennsylvania. 25 ma'am. -
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1 Our next speaker is Elaine Sypherd. 1 this time, and 1 have been in Pittsburgh now for
2 MS. SYPHERD: Good afternoon. My name 2 fiveyears. .
3 is Elaine Sypherd. 3 I have somé recommendations and
- My family and [ own a restaurant in the 4 concerns today about the casino and sports
) Uptown area of the city. Needless to say, the 5 building and housing development building here
6 hockey team helps support us. |am definitely 6 in Pittsburgh.
7 interested in seeing the Isle of Capri plan come 7 ‘Number one, addictions intervention
B forward. 8 and prevention programs be instituted for alf
9 The politicians told the Penguins they 9 employees and their families through the
10 " could not help them financialfy to build an 10 internat Employee Assistance Programs of all
i1 arena - | know you have heard this all u businesses in the collaboration.
i2 before — so the Penguins went out and found a 12 Two, a percentage of all proceeds not
13 way to get it built, and when they come back 13 less than 10% be used for community addiction
Yy they want to go to Plan B. 1 programming within the southwestern Pennsylvania
15 The Downtown and the Uptown areas of 15 region with priority given to the City of
16 the city are dead, and the best way to bring 16 Pittsburgh.
17 life back to the city is to build a casino and a 17 Three, all collaborated and development -
10 niew arena in the heart of the city. 18 efforts facilitate legislation for the
19 The Isle of Capri ptan will complement 19 curtailment of prostitution and pornography of
20 the Mayor's plan to revitalize the Downtown 20 adults and children, both high and low. | mean
21 area. Isn't it time that we paid some attention 21 high-classed prostitutes as well as people on
22 to the center city? 22 the street, hotel, street and entertainment
23 The North Shore is fixed. The South 23 venues, within the City of Pittshurgh and
24 Side is fixed. Uptown needs to be fixed. Let's 24 Allegheny County; and internet activity fines be
25 not fix what isn't broken. 25 raised from $2500 to 25,000 in the State of
d 202 o 204
L With the Plan B being discussed, there 1 Pennsyivania to deter such activity.
2 coulid be an offer that would come to the 2 Four, that low and moderate income
3 * Penguins that they would findhard to refuse. 3 housing be built or upgraded to complement
4 And what good would an arena be if we had no one 4 upscate housing, and provision be made for ail
5 to play in it? 5 necessary recreational and green space for
3 Why do we need all of these other plans 6 healthy living as determined by urban planners
7 when the Iste of Capri's offer stands head and 7 in conjunction with the Department of
B shoulders above all of the other plans? 8 Environmental Protection, the federal and state
9 Thank you for your time. 9 Departments of Health and Human Services and
10 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Thank you, 10 collaboration with the National Institute of
i1 ma'am. : 11 Pennsyivania that would be the Department of
12 AUDIENCE: |APPLAUSE] 12 Public Welfare and collaboration with the
13 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Our next 13 National Institutes of Health.
14 speaker is the Reverend Michelle Elfison. 14 And five, that a percentage of income
15 REV. ELLISON: Greetings. 15 generated from rental and owned properties be
16 My name is Reverend Michelle Eliison, 16 used for the education and medical weliness
17 and | have been in the field of public policy 17 programs' budgeting within the City of
18 for 20 years. 1 got my masters in social work 18 Pittsburgh.
19 and public policy and administration from the 19 [ have served as an advisor in the
20 State University of New York at ** Stony Brook, 20 State of New York as well as in Washington, DC,
21 and I have been in the field. 21 and I have had some people here in Pittsburgh
22 1am a member of the Academy of 22 ask me for some advising as well, and so I
- . Certified Social Workers and have been in the 23 present today.
o academy since 1994 - | mean, 1984. 24 1 hope you will take my concerns and
25 I am a resident of the Hill District at 25 recommendations into consideration.
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1 Thank you. 1 get along with.
2 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Thank you. 2 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Thank you
3 Our next speaker is Mr. Ron Porter, who 3 very much, sir.
_ [ note is the spokesperson for the Pittsburgh 4 MR. PORTER: You know, we have been
3 Gaming Task Force. As such, he is a community 5 dealing with contentious stuff all along.
6 group entitled to 10 minutes. 6 There should be a structured process
7 MR. PORTER: Ckay. Well, you will be 7 for preparing Pittsburgh regional law
8 glad to know I will not use all 10 minutes. B enforcement agencies to address casino-related
9 My name is Ron Porter. 9 crimes, cost associated with the research and
10 For the past 14 months | have served as 10 training should be borne by the operator.
1t the co-chair of the Pittsburgh Gaming Task 11 The successful bidder should operate
12 Force. 12 under the Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board's
13 During the past year our members have 13 responsible alcohol management program cailed
1 labored to identify specific community 14 RAMP. This program helps the operator in
15 challenges and opportunities that could result 15 detecting signs of impairment and intoxication,
16 from the presence of a full-scale casino within 18 identifying underage individuals and detecting
17 the city limits of Pittsburgh. 17 false ID, and it helps to reduce alcohol-refated
18 The following recommendations are being 18 problems. The Department of Public Health
19 ~ submitted to be included in the public record 19 should taunch efforts emphasizing the problems
20 * and detailed copies are submifted for your 20 and pitfalls associated with gaming.
21 Teview. 21 The gaming industry will also be a
22 One, a casino operator should be 22 major source of employment. Once the casino
23 mandated to provide funding to support agencies 23 becomes operational, the casino hierarchy will
24 and institutions with the expertise to mitigate 24 become a major.community employer and economic
25 the affects of gaming addiction. This includes 25 force, and a potential influencer of political
: 206 . 208
N support for non-profit institutions with the i and economic development decisions; that is why
2 capacity to serve individuals within the 2 we have to hit them early on to get the
3 communities they reside. 3 commitments, -
4 The casino operator should provide § The casino operator should provide
5 childcare services for their employees. Many of 5 funding and other resources to assure the
6 the newly-employed workers may be joining the 6 recruitment program provides optimum opportunity
7 workforce without the benefit to access of 7 for historicaliy-stated populations to gain
8 24-hour childcare, and we think that the casino B access to full-time employment.
9 operator should provide that service. 9 The casino operator, we recommend,
10 We encourage the successful casino 10 should make use of the PittsburghjAllegheny
11 operator to institute a self-exclusion program 1 County CareerLink system, and we also believe
12 that encourages individuals to self-identify as 12 that they should tap into the Pittsburgh
13 - problem gambiers, and once identified these 13 Partnership.
1 individuals will not be admitted to the casino. 14 The casino hiring must reflect, at a
15 There should be a structured process 15 minimum, hiring guidelines that assure minority
16 for preparing Pittsburgh's regional law 16 candidates are hired in proportion to their
17 enforcement officials to address - 17 presence within the region, and mechanisms must
18 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Sir, if | 18 be put into place that continually monitors the
19 could stop you for just a minufe. [ apologize. 19 casino operator’s commitment to equal employment
20 [ note that the Pittsburgh Gaming Task 20 and inclusion, particularly within the
21 Force spoke yesterday as a community group and 21 professional and management ranks.
22 in fairness to community groups, individuals, 2 Thank you véry much.
applicants and everyone else at these hearings, 23 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Thank you,
e I must limit your comments to three minutes. 24 sir. o
25 MR. PORTER: That's fine. I am easy to 25 At this time we are going to take our
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1 luncheon break. We will take an abbreviated 1 anything that is not an mdusuy average should
2 break today, and we will take a 35-minute recess 2 be ignored.
3 for funch. 3 ltem two: Focus on the absolutes, the
: This hearing is in recess and we will § concrete, if you will. Portions of Pittsburgh
P reconvene at 1:05. 5 have less of a tax base than others. This city
6 | want to remind the applicants at the 6 is in financial hardship to the state. Those
7 conclusion of the luncheon recess they will have 7 are absolutes.
8 up to a 15-minute period of rebuttal or final 8 Most of you are not from here. Look at
9 comment. Thark you very much and have a good 9 the proposed sites on any given Saturday night
10 " lunch. 10 and determine which could generate additional
1 (Lunch.) 1 taxes. [will save you a trip. It's not
12 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Ladies and 12 Station Square.
13 gentlemen, please take your seats. This hearing 13 Look at sister cities and see how the
14 is now reconvened. 14 development of a Civic Center improved the
15 We have one more individual speaker and 15 surrounding tax-base; i.e., Columbus. We have a
16 Mr. John Tierney. Would you take to the podium, 16 Civic Center, not a hockey arena. Itis
17 please. 17 becoming a distressed, non-revenue-producing
18 Mr. Tierney, when did you arrive? Have 18 entity, in an area of a city that needs a
13 you been sworn? 19 catalyst. That is an absolute.
20 MR. TIERNEY: Pardon me? 20 Another-absolute is we have a
21 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Were you 21 long-term, paying, good citizen of the community
22 here earlier when we swor - 22 that wants to stay as the anchor tenant of that
23 MR. TIERNEY: No. 23 Civic Center. And best of all, we have one,
2 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Okay. I'd 24 Isle of Capri, possibly two, the North Shore
25 like you to please raise your right hand. 25 proposal that will addressfassist all of the
210 - 212
. MR. TIERNEY: |[COMPLIED] 1 above at zero or reduced taxpayer expense. That
2 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Do you swear 2 is an absolute.
3 * or affirm that the testimony you are about to 3 Each of you have the bonus of being an
4 give shall be the truth, the whole truth and 4 integral part of the development of a city that
5 nothing but the truth so help you God? 5 will have a positive, long-lasting effect years
6 MR. TIERNEY: Yes. 6 after this Board is developed. Your legacy, if
7 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Thank you 7 you will.
8 very much. You may begin. B Now, | am not naive enough to think
9 MR. TIERNEY: My nasiie is John Tierney. 9 that there are not outside influences attempting
10 I apologize if this comes off condescending. 10 to sway your thinking. In most cases, it is
1 [ have 20 years of experience in the 11 their job to attempt to do so. This can clutter
12 development and construction industry, The 12 the decision-making process, making the cheice
i3 project has been bounced between government 13 difficult. R
U agencies and the private sector. The government 14 In summary, if the applicant cannot be
15 decision-making process is most often based on 15 held directly accountable for a claim, disregard
16 proven, conservative, concrete fundamentals and 16 it. Focus on the absolutes.
17 more speculative concepts are left for the 17 If you take only one thing away from
18 private sector. 18 the three minutes we spent together, | would ask
19 1 would suggest a government approach 19 it to be: Months from now, when you cast your
20 be followed here. For example, any claim an 20 vote, consider the quote from an unknown,
21 applicant makes in their proposal, if they are 21 "Difficult times do not build character, they
22 not directly held accountable for, in writing, 22 reveal it” '
s _ should be discounted as markgting. 23 Thank you.
S Data used in generating projected 24 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Thank you,
25 revenue, number of employees, traffic studies 25 sir.
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1 At this time we have concluded all of 1 Pennsylvania, Steve Rittvo, who is the head of
2 the registered speakers for today. The 2 the Innovation Group, who actually did all of
3 applicants will now have an opportunity, if they 3 the forecasted revenue projections for the
T choose to exercise it, for up to 15 minutes of 4 entire State of Pennsyfvania.
s rebuttal or sum-up time. ~ ~ 5 Steve is well-known in our industry.
16 The Isle of Capri will go first, 6 The Isle of Capri and many others have utilized
7 followed by PITG and then Station Square. T innovation Group Services over a period of time.
8 MR. HINKLEY: Once again, good 8 1 would ask Steve to come up and
9 afternoon. My name is Tim Hinkley, and [ am 9 address this particular issue on the revenue
10 President of Isle of Capri casinos. 10 forecast for Pittsburgh.
11 This is certainly a great opportunity 11 MR. RITTVO: Thank you, Tim.
12 and a great marketplace for a prize that is 12 My name is Steve ~ I'd like to be
13 highly sought in an emotionally charged, 13 sworn in, | guess.
1 sometimes, atmosphere. 14 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Yes. Thank
15 | really want to take time to thank 15 you very much.
16 you. We have been through this process many, 16 MR. RITTVO: 1 did that yesterday.
17 many times. We have observed it from all sorts 17 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Do you swear
18 of different angles, and ] want to applaud the 18 or affirm that the testimony you are about to
19 Gaming Board. It's been a thorough, open 19 give will be the truth, the whole truth and
420 process. You've listened to all views. [ know 20 nothing but the truth, so help you God?
21 that you all have a very tough job, and it is 21 MR. RITTVO: i do.
22 very much appreciated. 22 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Thank you
23 [ want to complement our fellow 23 very much.
24 applicants. These are great companies. Going 24 MR. RlTl‘VO My name is Steve Rittvo.
25 through the application process, all of the 25 I am the President of Innovation Group. |am a
i 214 216
. background checks, et cetera, these are 1 resident of Carbondale, Colorado.
2 upstanding, hardworking individuals, good 2 I think there are two points that |
3 business people. We compete with them cn a 3 would really like to make. The first is to try
4 regular basis. They all have creative projects. 4 to give you just a little bit of background
5 They are all community-oriented. Ilook forward 5 about our firm. We are the largest and most
6 to a continuing process. Ilove the 6 active firm performing gaming market assessments
7 competition. 7 and gaming financial analysis in the U.S.
8 I also want to take time to thank the 8 Over the last 14 years, | guess we have
9 people that we work with in Pittsburgh. The § done 2000 projects or so of this type. And our
10 Pittsburgh First Group, everyone that we have 10 clients really include national governments. We
11 met over the course of the last six to eight 11 have worked for the government of Israel, Panama
12 months have been outstanding. 12 China, state governments, New Hampshire, New
13 This is a community that we want 13 York, Washington the providence of Ontario.
14 desperately to come into and be a part of as we 14 We have worked for virtually every
15 have the other communities that we do business 15 major commercial gaming operator and over 125
16 in. Pittsburgh is a great city, and it is 16 native American clients. So we have a pretty
17 something that, hopefully, at this time next 17 broad cross-section of what goes on.
18 year we will be able to show you part of what 18 Wall Street and the banking community
19 the Isle of Capri is made of. 19 rely upon our analysis, basically, so far for
20 There has been one area of disparity 20 over $40 billion of projects that have been
21 that has been somewhat contentious. Many people | |21 funded and probably another 15 to $20 billion
22 have brought it up. It has to do with the 22 that are currently under development. Our work
. revenue forecasting for the Pittsburgh area. 23 is known, accepted, and I think, really
[ What | wanted to do was bring out an 24 respected throughout the industry.
25 expert, someone well-known to the State of 25 Now, as Tim stated I think of
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1 significance to this board is the work that we 1 you have here, and, again, 1 think Mr. Hinkley
2 did in revenue forecasting for the Pennsylvania 2 said that very succinctly. You have, | think,
3 Senate. 3 three excellent operators. And given the
' This work was the basis of the § similar nature and size of their projects, the
3 legislation passed by the senate — actually by 5 projects are relatively very similar in size,
6 both houses of Pennsylvania, and it also was the 6 they all will accommodate the market, but it's
7 basis for the distribution of the formula to 7 not clear to me given those factors, how one
8 place casinos throughout the state. 8 casino development will generate a significantly
9 At the time of the passage of the 9 greater revenue than any of the others.
10 legislation, our forecast for the entire state 10 The revenue differential between
11 was really subject to a significant amount of i1 projects really here may be determined by site
12 scrutiny. We had independent economists, we had 12 access, vehicular, transit and pedestrian. And
13 universities, we had state agencies, and we had 13 | think there are a number of people who have
14 the media looking at it. 1 addressed those issues in detail, and I'm sure
15 That work stood up to all of the 15 it is something that you will consider greatly
16 scrutiny that was placed before it, and I think 16 as you go forward. ‘Thank you very much.
17 was very well-accepted by all participants 17 MR. HINKLEY: Thank you, Steve.
18 within the industry, and that were observers of 18 You know, as | mentioned earlier in
19 the process that went through, the legislative 19 having listened to all of the applicants, there
20 process. 20 have been an awful lot of similarities. There's
21 [ think it is, again, significant to 21 alot of neat things that people have been
22 note that most of the applicants, almost 22 proposing.
23 virtually all of the applicants, before you in 23 Last December we submitted a project
24 submitting applications around the state 2 that we believe is the best for the city, the
25 submitted gaming forecasts. Almost all of those 25 county and the state. And based on the feedback
" ) 218 , 220
il forecasts very closely matched the numbers that 1 from the competitors and the general public over
2 we did well over a year ago for the state 2 the last couple days, we just want to validate
3 legislature. So there has been a fair level of 3 that we feel our plan is still the best.
4 consistency. 4 Our site has the best access, as
5 There has been some discussion over the 5 determined by an independent study completed by
3 [ast two days relating to the size of the 6 the Pittsburgh Gaming Task Force.
7 Pittsburgh market. Some numbers have ranged as 7 Our plan will provide the maximum
8 high as 50% greater than the estimates that we 8 ability to generate the most tax revenues for
9 developed. 9 the state and provide maximum property tax
10 Gaming forecasts, by their nature, 10 relief for the region because we have the best
11 really are not an exact science. We, by our 11 location from an access standpoint in the
12 nature, are probably slightly conservative. It 12 synergies of being located next to a brand-new
13 is probably better to really underpromise and 13 multi-purpose arena and within a short walk from
U overdeliver. But in no market that we have ever 14 the convention center.
15 worked in, you know, that we estimated a market, 15 Our plan generates the most new
16 have we underestimated a market by 50% after it 16 property taxes. Our plan is the only plan that
17 has been implemented. 17 guarantees $290 million in private funding for
i8 We also acknowledge, quite candidly, 18 the construction of a new multi-purpose arena,
19 that it is possible to have revenue forecasts 19 within S0 days of being awarded a gaming
20 for markets that may vary due to such things 20 license, and this is the only plan that commits
21 such as site consideration, yoyg know, again, the 21 the Penguins to stay in the City of Pittsburgh.
22 attributes of the operators or other similar 22 Our plan is the only plan that
S factors, but we have never seen a variation as 23 privately funds the arena, freeing up public
e great as presented here, either. 24 funds for other vital needs of the city, county
25 Given the quality of the operators that 25 and region.
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1 Our company has the only plan where the 1 close to what we have projected.
2 operator owns 100% of the casino, giving us the 2 Part of the criteria for selection for
3 ability to pre-fund the construction of arena 3 the applicants here is to identify the
and share our profits with the community by the ] most-qualified, financially-capable applicant. )
3 way of a $1-million-per-year payment to the 5 I think we demonstrated yesterday with
6 community development fund; plus, Isle of Capri 6 our investment banker, here, that we have the
7 along with the Penguins are committing all of 7 finances. We have provided and committed
B their profits, all of their profits, from the 8 financing. -
9 redevelopment of the 28 acres to the community 9 We have the character and the integrity

10 fund as well. 10 throughout other jurisdictions, and it's been

1 Our plan is the only plan with support 11 attested to here locally that we possess those

12 from over 80 state and local legistatures and 12 quantities and qualifications.

13 elected officials, plus the support of numerous 13 Another criteria is how the applicant

i business and community leaders, incheding those 14 will have the least negative impact on the

15 on the Pittsburgh First Board of Advisors, and 15 community. Qur proposal has two important

16 as you've heard over the last couple days, i6 components to it. One, is our casino will be on

17 . overwhelming public support; 17 the North Shore; and we are proposing a $350

18 And our plan is the largest 18 million development on the Lower Hill District

19 redevelopment project that will rebuild the 19 which adds a lot of benefits, if you look at it

20 Lower Hill District, reenergize and reconnect 20 objectively.

21 the neighborhood to Downtown, create a new 21 Where you are still going to experience

22 vibrant entertainment destination for the 22 an arena, which now is off the table by the way.

23 region, and be a catalyst for the further 23 It's going to be funded. There will be a

24 revitalization of Downtown Pittsburgh. 24 multi-purpose arena, regardless of who gets this

25 We certainly appreciate the time, and 25 license, and that arena will be located where

222 24
L as I said before, we appreciate the job you do. 1 the Sports and Exhibition Sports Authority wilf
2 Thank you very much. 2 determine it to be located. Right now they are
3 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Thank you. 3 contemplating over by Fifth Avenue, just to the
4 is PITG ready to proceed? 4 other side of the existing Mellon Arena. So our
5 PITG: [NO RESPONSE] 5 project, which we could start immediately
6 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: You may 6 constructing our permanent casino and also
7 begin. Have you been sworn? You were sworn 7 concurrently start developing the Lower Hill
8 yesterday, | believe? 8 District.
9 MR. BARDEN: Yes, | was. Thank you. 9 Speaking of profits in the Lower Hill

10 PRESIDING OFFICER:. 1 just remind you 10 District, all of our profits will stay in the

11 " thatyou are under oath. 11 community because it will be the community that

12 MR. BARDEN: Thank you. 12 will be the principle developers as part of our

13 Good afternoon, Mr, Chairman, members 13 proposal to own, operate and develop the

14 of the Board and staff, the Pennsylvania Gaming 14 mixed-use development we are planning there, the

15 Controf Board. 15 restaurants, the housing, the recreational

16 Let me just say that I agree with the 16 activities and other activities in that section

17 Innovation's Group assessment. We tried to hire 17 of town. -

18 the Innovation Group, but Isle of Capri beat us 18 In speaking of reconnecting Downtown to

19 to them so we got the next best forecast for our 19 the Hill District, we have accomplished that

20 revenue. And our revenue projections and 20 with our proposal, and we also still have a nice

21 financial projections are very similar to Isle 21 viable facility on the North Shore.

22 of Capri's. 22 Today's and yesterday's hearing was
C We also believe that you should promise 23 designed to have each of the applicants present
Yoot what is really realistic. So we kind of concur 2 what they are going to do in their proposal.

25 with their financial projections, which are very 25

Its designed to get public input for
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1 the record. 1want to kind of, just, you know, i billion that includes the Hillside District.

2 respond to some of the concerns | heard 2 And | grant that you will be getting a

3 yesterday and today during the testimony, and 3 lot of expressions of support for ous proposal
- some of it pertains to the criteria that I think 4 because it is the most reasonable, the fairest

9 you will be following. 5 and the most least intrusive to the neighborhood

6 | heard three fundamental concerns from 6 in which we are building, and it's the most

7 community groups and individuals who spoke to 7 beneficial in terms of community reinvestment

B you. First we heard that there are concerns 8 that we plan to do on the Lower Hill District.

9 about community reinvesiment. The people of 9 We heard the concern expressed by Mayor
10 this community and its neighborhoods want to 10 O'Connor and County Executive Onorato about the
1 know how the additfon of a casino is going to 11 need for a new multi-purpose arena. Not just
12 benefit them and rightly so. 12 for the Penguins, but for the entire region.

13 You heard all about the benefits of our 13 Again, our proposal has addressed that;
14 community reinvestment proposal just a few 14 and now it assures the city that they can be
15 moments ago, as well as yesterday, and I did 15 confident that the Penguins can remain safely in
16 state that the profits will stay in the 16 Pittsburgh; so that issue really should be taken
17 community. 17 off the table and out of the equation, during
18 So we know that the Hill Group will 18 the analysis process.
19 benefit from our proposal with the $350 19 There is a great deal of concern about
20 mixed-use investment there. And we are also 20 the question of traffic congestion. And a
21 delighted this morning to hear our support — or 21 gentleman here, a couple people eloquently spoke
22 the support of our proposal, if we are selected, 22 about traffic. We heard several conflicting
23 from the North Side Leadership Conference. 23 points of view on this question, and it has left
24 Now, let me say how significant this 24 us to wonder how you as a board, charged with
25 is. They represent one-fifth of the population 25 weighing this information, can possibly arrive
d 226 . B 228 |

. of the City of Pittsburgh. They represent 15 1 at a decision that is based on reliable data,

2 organizations. While they had one spokesperson 2 that you, the communities and neighborhoods,

3 here, they represent over 60,000 people. And in 3 local officials and the people who have

4 the interest of time, we did not bring a lot of 4 testified before can trust and support.

5 people to testify and to tell our proposal. We 5 We believe quite strongly that this

6 brought our neighbors consisting of 60,000 6 community cannot afford to take the issue of

7 people, 15 organizations, to speak on our 7 traffic and transportation lightly.

8 behalf; and that we have a written agreement in 8 You heard a long list of people testify

9 place for us to have an ongoing, working 9 here yesterday and today of how the construction
10 relationship. 10 of the Civic Arena 50 years ago cut off the Hill
11 So in the interest of time, we didn't i1 District from Downtown. All of us in this
12 have a lot of people here but we have substance, 12 process, including myself and other applicants,

13 substantial substance, representing that part of 13 owe it to you and to people of this community to
1 the town that we are going to be building that 14 address the transportation question correctly
15 casino in. 15 and directly. It's our duty as companies who
16 We also believe that we submitted 16 intend to be responsible members of this
17 details of our proposal in our own time frame, 17 community.
18 based upon the schedules that you've laid out, 18 So [ would like to make a suggestion
19 that you are not going to make a decision until 19 and an offer to this board. 1 propose that an
20 you had an opportunity to review all of the 20 independent traffic and transportation study be
21 - proposals; that you are going to do that 21 conducted that would evaluate all three
22 decision-making process sometime towards the end 22 proposals before you and provide you with an

. of the year. 23 apples to apples comparison and let the chips

- So some people just learned of our 24 fall where they may.

25 substantial proposal and its details, $1.1 25 I will commit right now to cover
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1 one-third of the cost of such a study, and would 1 Enterprises.
2 urge the other two applicants'to kickin a 2 It's new for me to appear before a
3 similar amount; however, if they decide not to, 3 gaming board. We are not a gaming company.
S we are willing to pay the full amount for an 4 There is no gaming ownership in the Station
. independent study. 5 Square project. '
6 But we don't want any of the 6 I want to thank the Board for being
7 consultants used by our team or by their team, 7 here and the manner in which you have conducted
8 We want to do this right. Let the Board select 8 these hearings. 1know it is difficult to just
9 its own consultant, and let the evaluation be 9 sit there and not be able to say anything, and |
10 truly independent. 10 know this is not the only place that you are
i1 The only other requirement that | would 1 sitting.
12 ask is that the independent consuttant have an 12 Unlike other pecple, [ don't think your
13 excelient national reputation so that you can be 13 task is tough. | think you are going to have a
Y confideat in their abilities and their 14 good time doing it, and [ wish you luck in the
15 conclusions. 1% endeavor.
16 Let's settle this question of traffic 16 A number of people have said, There's
17 with one objective unbiased, unfiltered, 17 going to be difficulty for you to decide the
18 independent evidence that you and this community | |18 right people. You have three good proposals,
19 can take to the bank. 18 and that is good news.
20 You have a really tough job to do and | 20 Don Barden and Bernie Goldstein are
21 applaud the thoroughness and meticulous way in 21 terrific people. They are self-made people.
22 which you are carrying out your charge. 22 They are people that deserve to be considered
23 You know better than anyone that this 23 and they have done good work wherever they have
24 process is not a political campaign or a 24 gone. So you have good choices to make, and I'm
25 popularity contest. [ have complete confidence 25 sure you will make the right choice.
’ 230 232
¥ - in this process, and [ am very proud to be 1 What I want to discuss briefly is the
2 included in playing a part in this process, 2 history of Station Square becavse it is
3 The people you have helping you in this 3 important in.this, our revenue projections,
4 process have the ability and the capability to 4 transportation, operating history, diversity in
5 assist you professionally and with integrity and 5 focal ownership and the plans for an arena.
6 character. So[ have no question about the 6 We purchased Station Square 13 years
7 eventual cutcome of being fair and above board. 7 ago from Arthur Zeigler. We purchased it when
8 Finally, | want to wish my colleagues 8 it was thought that there would be riverboat
9 and competitors with luck but not too much. g gaming, and we purchased it in a joint venture,
10 Thank you. ’ 10 in a competition with a number of other
1 AUDIENCE: [LAUGHING] i1 companies, and we were selected.
12 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Thank you i2 Part of our agreement was that until
13 very much, Mr. Barden. 13 2008 we could not use two-thirds of the land for
14 Station Square may now have up to 15 14 any purpose other than parking, because in the
15 minutes for final comment. 15 event that gaming were to come to the City of
16 MR. RATNER: Thank you. 16 Pittsburgh, we were obligated to that foundation
17 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: As I did not 17 to seek out a permit and seek to put a casino on -
18 preside yesterday, had you been sworn yesterday? 18 that 1and. ,
19 MR. RATNER: This morning. 19 For the [ast 13 years we have done very
20 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: You were 20 little development;, only one new project at
21 sworn in this morning. Very good. 1 remind you 21 Station Square, and our land has sat there and
22 that you are still under oath. 22 become the parking lot of Pittsburgh, and we've
Thank you. 23 done this: We have paid 50% of our income in
P MR. RATNER: Thank you. [ am Albert B. 24 parking taxes to await the day that we could
25 Ratner, Chairman of the Board of Forest City 25 appear before you.
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and they agreed; and we went to our financial
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1 And the reason that this is important 1 institution who will finance it, and they
2 is because when people look at Station Square 2 agreed. We stand by the figures that we have
3 today and say you have traffic problems, to the 3 given you. They are the same figures we gave
- extent that we have them is because we are 4 you the first day. We have not changed a thing
a event-driven. 5 in our application.
6 We are where people park for the 6 1 want to show you two slides. You
7 amphitheater, which will not be here. Where 7 have seen them before, but they peint out that
8 people park for the football game. They will 8 in every market that Harrah's is in, save one,
9 only be in our place at the football game, if 9 they are numbef one or two, of afl of their
10 they are there for other things. 10 competitors in the country.
it We do projects all over the country. 11 To be one or two, it must mear that you
12 New York, San Francisco, Hawaii. Nobody 12 are doing something different. It must mean
13 understands more importantly than we do the 13 something if you are the only gaming company
14 importance of parking, and | assure you that we 14 that is an investment-grade gaming company, and
15 know how to take care of customers and how to 15 it must mean something if you have 40 million
16 serve customers and so does Harrah's. 16 people in the base of your rewards card.
17 A number of people have commented about 17 In addition, look at the chart on page
18 what their vision of this is. Thirteen years 18 2. it's a very telling chart. It gives you the
19 ago we were committed to build a world-class 19 gross gaming revenue per adult per year. If you
20 venue, and we are just as committed to that 20 look at that chart, you can see that the
21 today; and that is the difference in what we are 21 projection for Pittsburgh is the second lowest
22 proposing. 22 on that list; that Kansas City, New Orleans,
23 A number of people say it doesn't 23 St. Louis, are doing more per person projected
24 matter who you pick, there is only so much 24 and Chicago is doing slightly less. These are
25 volume in a given city, and all of your revenues 25 not pie-in-the-sky figures. But more
: 234 236
L will be the same. We don't believe it. 1 importantly, if we are wrong, it is our money
2 An analogy would be that the Pittsburgh 2 that is being lost.
3 Steelers and the Cleveland Browns are the same 3 It is our.feeling that the difference
4 football teams. People in Pittsburgh may 4 in our revenue - and you will check this out
5 believe it, but nobody in Cleveland believes it. 5 and you will make that decision. We believe
6 There is a real difference in the teams and how 6 that our revenue will return to the citizens of
7 those teams perform. 7 the Commonwealth $100 million a year more in tax
8 That's why we are willing to build a 8 refunds than any other proposal.
9 casino with our money, at a cost with our first 9 We say it. We stand by it. Itis your
10 hotel of $550 million, which is 35% more money 10 job to check it out to;see if we are right. We
1 than anyone else is willing to investin a 11 are right. We believe it.
12 facility to bring people from within and without 12 Let me talk a lictle bit about real
13 the region. 13 operations. We are all good. We can all open
1 We are putting our money where our 14 and operate a casino. The question is, who can
15 mouth is. It is our money. Harrah's is our 15 do it best through good and bad times?
16 operator. And, yes, we depended on Harrah's for 16 The ownership of this property, as |
17 the revenues. 17 said, has no casino partner. We have an
18 And let me tell you the difference 18 operating partner, and that is Harrah's.
19 ~ between their projections. They do their own. 19 Forest City will own 75% of this
20 They don't hire somebody to tell them what 20 business, and local Pittsburgh people will own
21 everybody is going to do, and they do it 21 25% of this business. There is a saying, that
22 scientifically. 22 what happens in Las Vegas stays in Las Vegas,
Y After they did it, we then took 23 Be assured that the money that is made in
g Christiansen and went out and had them check it, 24 Pittsburgh will stay in Pittsburgh,
25 25 Forest City has over $100 billion
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1 invested in Pennsylvania as wé stand today. 1 stand up to the plate and give an offer to the
2 $700 million of that is in Pittshurgh. We are 2 Browns that allowed them to stay in Cleveland.
3 talking about doing the LTV plan for Oakland in 3 It must be clear and understood,
o this city, which is another billion-dollar [ however, that the Penguins, while they are the
T o project. We are just starting in Bethlehem, 5 principle in the arena deal, are not the
6 Pennsylvania, another half a billion dollar 6 principle in the gaming deal. They must make a
7 project. 7 commitment to stay in Cleveland - in
8 We are here. We are going to stay 8 Pittsburgh, with or without a casino license.
9 here. And the good news is that whether we get 9 They have to answer some questions.
10 it or not we are going to be here. 10 Why should others be asked to put money into a
1 I would like to point out that 1 Penguins arena if the Penguins themselves are
12 diversity to us means more than who you hire. 12 not willing to do so? Why should others be
13 it also means who your owners are. 13 forced to put money in, otherwise the Penguins
14 We do not look at our minority owners 14 will leave?
15 _ as minorities, but as equal partners, and they 15 We haven't told the New Jersey Nets,
16 have enormous accomplishments. 16 and we are building an arena for the New Jersey
17 In addition, Misters Zappala and 17 Nets, and we understand the importance of sports
18 Lieberman have been involved in this community 18 teams, and we want the Penguins to stay, and we
19 for a lifetime and have made tremendous 19 beseech the Penguins to stay. We think it is
20 contributions to this community. 20 important that they stay; but the question
21 They together with Franco Harris, 21 becomes one: What does that have to do with
22 Yvonne Cook and Glenn Mahone assure us of the 22 giving money back to the residents of the
23 fact that it will be Pittsburgh First. We are 23 Commonwealth? They can stay in Pittsburgh. All
2 all for Pittsburgh First. 24 they have to do is say yes.
25 One difference between our proposai and 25 When the Penguins commit to stay in
i 238 I 240
L others, is that you don't have to project how we 1 Pittsburgh or sell to someone who does, when the
2 will do. These people have been in this 2 Penguins commit to take part in paying for a
3 community for their lifetime. We have been here 3 part of an arena, when the Penguins decide that
4 for 35 years. We have a record. Take a look at 4 the gaming license should be given on merit and
5 what that record is. 5 not on a threat, we together, with all of the
6 I would also like to point out, we 6 citizens of Pittsburgh, will be there in
7 aren't going amywhere else. This is where we 7 assuring that they have their arena.
8 are, B We believe our figures are right. They
9 ' 1 would now like to mention the issue 9 show the arena is not free. 1t will cost the
10 of the Pittsburgh Penguins, and | feel necessary 10 individuals of this state, the city, the county
1 to do that because it has taken up so much of 11 and school systems, $100 million a year to adopt
12 our time and effort. 12 their plan if our revenue figures are right;
13 We commend the public officials for 13 that's $3 billion for an arena over 30 years.
i having the courage to find a way for the 1 That will be the most expensive arena built
15 Penguins to stay and to give the most money to 15 anywhere in this world.
16 the citizens of the Commonwealth. 16 The Penguins, unlike the Steelers and
17 Now the Penguins don't have a one 17 Pirates, are not putting up one dime of their
18 out-of-three chance of winning, they have a 18 money into the arena, and they are using the
19 three-out-of-three chance of winning. 19 arena so it may sell'the hockey team at a-higher
20 We stand 100 percent in favor of the 20 price. Itis their privilege but let's look at
21 plan that has been proposed by the government 21 itthewayitis. - .
2 officials. We commend them for stepping forward 22 The Penguins are not willing to accept
N ensuring the Pens that they can stay. And | can 23 another plan which guarantees that they can stay
t tell you, 1 am from Cleveland, where we lost the 2 in Pittsburgh, and they are asking that we go
25 Browns because the political leadership wouldn't 25 $100 million a year for them to stay. Itis not
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1 right. 1 [ hereby certify that the proceedings

2 Just one final comment. [ have 2 and evidence are contained fully and accurately

3 been — this is my 55th year with Forest City. 3 in the notes taken by me on the within

- It was a business started by my family and 4 proceedings and that this is a correct
) relatives. 5 transcript of the same.

6 We are committed to cities all over the 6

7 country. We are building 10,000 housing units 7 \ -

8 in Hawaii for our armed forces; Stapleton 8 N g _

9 Airport, a $4 billion project; $8 billion ‘k" 0\&:\
10 project in Albuquerque. We are building a New 9 Lorraine K. Troutman, RPR
1t York Times building, opening a Bloomingdale's Reporter - Notary Public
12 store in San Francisco. 10
13 We understand what it takes to be 11
Y - successful. We understand what traffic is. We 12
15 understand that when we tell you something, you 13
18 can believe us. 14
17 We can be wrong. We were wrong when we] § 15
18 built the hotel in Downtown Pittsburgh for the 16
19 Convention Center, and our projections were all 17
20 wrong, but we didn't walk away from it. We 18
21 stayed there. We own it today. 19
22 We have lost money every year that we 20
23 built that hotel, but we are there because we 21
24 believe that Pittsburgh has a great future. We 22
25 - want to be a part of it. ‘ 23

o 242

z Thank you very much.

2 PRESIDING OFFICER MILLER: Thank you

3 very much. ‘

4 That concludes our speakers and

5 presentations for these two days of public input

6 hearings in Pittsburgh.

1 I want to thank everyone on behalf of

8 the Board who attended and participated in these

9 hearings, for their courtesy and cooperation.

10 I also want to thank our staff for long

11 hours and hard work, which made these hearings
12 possible.

13 | want to remind everyone that the

U Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board will return to
15 Pittsburgh for a final hearing on May 10th.

16 That hearing will begin, as all our

17 hearings, promptly at 8:30, and it will include

18 a presentation by the Washington Trotting

19 Association, Incorporated, the Meadows.

20 This hearing is in recess.

21 (Hearing concluded at 1:48 p.m.)

22

25
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