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4-10-06
Tom Decker, Chairman
Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board
P. O. Box 69060 :
- . Harrisburg,"PA-17106:-9060 = — .- == ===~ - ==~ = ca e

Gentlemen:

In our opinion it is most unfortunate for the State of Pennsylvania, that the legislature ever passed
ACT 712004 legalizing slot machines in our state. This letter is to encourage you to oppose the
Limerick Casino and support current bills to repeal or to at least limit Act 71.

Our greatest concern is the negative social impact of a casino. Adult gambling
problems/addictions are a contributing factor to may issues relationally (abuse, divorce, domestic
violence), financially (debt, credit card theft), and personally (suicide, drug/alcohol addiction).
Also, there is much documented evidence to a significant increase in crime in areas surrounding
casinos.

:Wc/’

~And Mrs. John M. Garber

Pty
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TO: Tom Decker, Chairman, PA Gaming Control Board

FR: Elizabeth A Clark

DATE: 3/19/06

RE: NO CASINO

masitmme— <.~ -This letter.is 1o voice-may concerns about the proposed Casino for the Limerick Area. 1
am QPPOSED to the project and feel that Limerick is the WRONG place to put a casino,
Thank you.
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b TO: Tom Decker, Chairman, PA Gaming Control Board

FR: Paul D Clark

-

DATE: 3/19/06

RE: NO CASINO
;""L-‘-?x‘-’ B i — e sptse z 4 W e T A * gerT—— T R
This letter is to voice may concerns about the proposed Casino for the Limerick Area. |
am OPPOSED to the pro; ect and feel that Limerick is the WRONG place to put a casino.
Thank you
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March 13, 2006

Tom Decker, Chairman

PA Gaming Control Board
P.O. Box 69060 -
Harrisburg, PA 17106-9060

Dear Mr. Decker:

I request that you keep Casinos out of Limerick Township. Limerick Township is the
wrong place to put a CasiNO. '

4

P e el G E ] B e .

Thank you.

Sincerely, .- 0~ -
i, 5 %

Rita Tibensky



et Lot Mﬂ*a@«ﬂ

MMWMM%V G =h— VT -



_ I —

CasiNO

March 22, 2006

it | st | 2l o WU i N ——— sy . IO S - .

Dear Tom Decker:

My husband, teen daughter and | would beg you to not allow a casino o be buitt
In Limerick Township.

We and our neighbors do not want the increased crime, increased fraffic, de-
creased property values, and increased taxes to pay for additional low enforce-
ment and emergency response workers that would inevitably resutt.

Thank you for considering our viewpoint.

Sincerely,

%%WM

Joy Harrls
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COMMONWEALTH of PENNSYLVANIA
PENNSYLVANIA GAMING CONTROL BOARD

Chairman Mr. Thomas Decker
P. 0. Box 69060 : %

HARRISBURG, PA 17106-9060

april 11, 2006

Dear Mr. Decker,

The news that a gambling casino may soon be built in Limerick
Township has been the subject of much contriversy. This letter from
us is to urge you, and the Board, to reject the proposal. We are
opposed to this project, and the facts borne out around existlng
casinos in our country are pretty alarming. ™ A

While we do not gamble, we have heard the "horror stories" of
some who have become addicted to this habit. Their losses are not
just in the money lost in the casinos, but priceless losses such as
spouses, families, homes, possessions and jobs. For the sake of
keeping Limerick Township and vicinity free of gambling in a casino
atmosphere, we ask you to reject the bid to erect a casino here.

Sincerely,

R (ot W Eragons

Charles W. Esquirell

‘z:«;w&%Q W

Emily R. Esquirell

K R noo, -

Charles W. & Emily R. Esquirell
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Tom Decker, Chairman 3
PA Gaming Control Board ’
PO Box 69060 :
Harrisburg, PA 17106-9060 '
April 3, 2006 "’

Dear Chairman Decker: )

£
1 am writing this letter as a concerned resident to voice my opposition against Boyd’s
casino, and to ask you not to grant them a slots license in Limerick. Ihope you were all
watchmg ABC action news tomght SO you could see the citizens rallying in Limerick

T Chapel agamst the Casinoia= . “e . - -

e T s

I am writing you because I will not be able to attend theg Allentown meeting on April 28"
to speak out against the casino. Iwish the Gaming Control Board would reconsider
where to hold the meeting that decides a very important part of Limerick’s future. At the
two Township Board of Supervisors meetings and at the Limerick Chapel rally, T have -
seen a citizenship largely united against Boyd’s being allowed to place a casino here.
There are petitions circulating constantly and an entirely volunteer run website
(http://www stopthecasinos.com), which should be testament to the strongly held
opinions here. y

;
Please do not allow Boyd’s Casino or any other applicant gain a license here. Consider
having a town meeting here, and you will see how people feel.. Limerick is a terrible
location for a casino. The infrastructure in this area alone would present large logistical
obstacles, and there is very little assurance that the citizens would not have to bear the tax
burden. Springford School District has rejected casino funds, so I fail to see how the
state will really benefit. - i

Thank you for reading this. Please help Limerick prote"ct its community.

LT = g e R g aa ' hE’ s T =t
Sincerely, i
| 'a
Jndeo ( Sundp ;

Andrew C. Svendéen
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Ann Loomis

Dear Mr. Decker;

I am writing to ask you not to place a Casino in Limerick Township. I feel that this
would hurt my Community by raising crime rates, decreasing property values and
stressing our already congested roadways. I think if you do some research you too will
agree that this is not the best for my Community (National Opinion Research Center
"Gambling Impact and Behavior Study, April, 1, 1999, see www.norc.uchicago.edu &
National Gambling Impact Study Commission Report June 18, 1999)

1 appreciate you considering my concerns and trust you will make a decision against
placing a Casino in Limerick Township. Thank you.

Sincerely:

Ann B. Loomis



Mr. Thomas Decker

PA Gaming Control Board
PO Box 69060

Harrisburg, PA 17106-9060

-

March 16, 2006

| |
| '_'

| am writing to you regarding the Boyd license application for a proposed
slots parlor in Limerick, PA. The approval of this llcense appllcatlon would be a

e e o

S -4 big mistake; for a number of reasons. - ~ Bt TaT o

-

Dear Mr. Decker,

; First, | have to express my dlsappomtment and frustration with the
underhanded way in which thls process is proceeding. Holding a public hearing.
in Allentown about a proposed casino in Limerick is absolutely outrageous. What
better way to guard against a big turnout of the opposition than to schedule a
meeting an hour away at the time we are all getting our children onto the bus or
dropping them off at school? It also makes it less: likely that people will leave
work to attend, given the extra.2 hour time block that would be involved. That
way, all involved can make it appear as if not many Limerick Township residents
are opposed to the proposed casmo Boyd must be thrilled. The handling of the
impact report was also a disgrace Given these issues, as well as Governor
Rendell's relationship to both the individuals involved in the proposed project and
the Gaming Control Board, it appears as if this application will be approved no
matter how strong of an argument is made against it. However, | am truly hoping
that the actions taken so far are just the result of oversight and are not indicative
:of a corrupt license approval process

Although | am opposed lto the slots parlor bemg approved for Limerick
Township for many reasons, one of the biggest problems that | see with it deals
- =z.=. - = “with the Exelon Nuclear Plant and traffic in the area.. As it is right now, these - — _
roads are barely able to handle the increased traffic due to the residential
development in the township. | am telling you this based on personal experience
because | live here. The 422 corridor is so congested, that some township
residents are forced to leave for work mere than an hour before they normally
would just to get through the area. In addition, the small country roadways that
we all travel to get around here are jammed durlng rush hour and lunch time
traffic. | have heard the arguments that most casino traffic would be occurring
during off-peak hours, and that may indeed be true. However, a great deal of
thought must be given to the impact of the extra traffic on the evacuation of this
area should an accident occur at the nuclear plant. Right now today, if we all had
to evacuate this area immediately | don't know how we would all get out. If you .



“very happy here because, for us, we are fulfilling the dreams we have always™

&

| !
add casino/hotel/convention oe'nter personnel and patron traffic to the equation, it
equals the potential for a tremendous tragedy. If you approve the license
application for a slots parlor and an adjoining 600 room hotel to be built in
Limerick Township, you are putting all of us at great risk. 'm not even sure how
or why a casino and hotel/convention center would be permitted next to a nuclear
plant in this post-9/11 age in the first place. f

Ancther reason that | am asking you to deny the Boyd license application
for Limerick Township is the effect that a slots parior will have on the quality of
life in the surrounding area. Every time | think about what we have now, and
what we will be left with after the casino moves in/’| literally get sick to my

stomach. Mr. Decker, my famlly sunk everything we have into moving here to
make a better life for our children. We specifically chose Limerick Township

because of its small-town, resrdentlal atmosphere. We love the area and we are

had for our family. lemg Boyd a gaming license for Limerick Township will
shatter that dream for us, as well as for many other families that we have been
speaking to about this issue. if you would hold a public hearing here in Limerick,
you would undoubtedly hear from many more of them.

| apologize if the tone of my letter reflects my great frustration with this
situation. However, as | stated earlier, the way things have been handled to this
point gives the impression that the Boyd license application is already a “done
deal’, and the official approval i is a mere formality. | am praying every day that
that is not the case. Please do what you can to hold a public hearing here in
Limerick, so that you can really get an accurate picture of how the residents feel
about this issue. The majority of the development here in the last few years has
been residential — young families with small children. Most of us chose to live
here because of what the area had to offer. A slots parlor that would profoundly
impact our way of life and greatly increase the potential danger of living near the

‘nuclear plant was definitely not what we dreamt of while envisioning the area that

our children would grow up in. \ Please do not approve the Boyd Gaming license
application for Limerick Township. Thank you for 'your time.

1
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Sincerely,

Shelly Calami
Limerick Township Resident
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Dear Gaming Control Board Representative ,

NORTH COVENTRY TOWNSHIP
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

May 8, 2006

Gaming Control Board Representative
PA Gaming Control Board

PO Box 69060

Harrisburg PA 17106-9060

¥ -

}
|

We wish to address the casino proposed for Limerick Township; specifically, we want
you to know we strongly oppose this effort and ask you to vigorously oppose it as well.

Casinos do not create wealth -- they only redistribute it. Any visiting dollars spent in the
casinos will not be spent elsewhere in the local area, and any local dollars spent in the casino will
be dollars lost to local businesses. In the casino world, this is called substitution spending and
they depend on'it to meet-their revenue projections. - This damages local businesses, reducing their
income, jobs and property tax contributions. 'We've seen this pattern before: new shopping malls
destroyed existing downtown businesses.

In the long term, surrounding communities end up paying out far more than any benefit a
casino can bring. Local businesses suffer decreased productivity on the job, and fraud and
embezzlement become common among formerly hard-working and trusted employees. People
the company will bring in from other gambling locations will fill management jobs. Area
residents will be left to compete for the notorious lower paying casino jobs that can't provide an
income level needed to support a family. Increases in crime, suicides, stress-related illnesses and
bankruptcies occur, and families experience higher rates of divorce separation, and spousal and
child abuse. These effects have direct costs in therapy, welfare and other social services. Who
picks up these costs? One way or another, our local families, businesses and communities will.

These results are not academic musings or statistical projections -- they are documented,
real-world results, They add up to one inescapable conclusion -- there will be little benefit
outside of the immediate township and school district.

As you are well aware, you didn’t see any of these costs in the "impact analysis”
presented by the developer. Yet these long-term negative outcomes are all too real. Additionally,
the Pottstown Metropolitan Regional Planning Commission discusses many other costs not

addressed by:the developer's impact:statement -= the costs to our area roads; police, ambulance .

services; fire departments:and hospitals -- that are obvious and unpaid for in the surrounding
region. ' Yoo o



It is our strong belief that a césino will have severe and adverse impacts to the region,
forever degrading our quality of life. We would be happy to discuss this further with you and
invite you to meet with the Board at your convenience.

Thank you for your valuable time.

NORTH COVENTRY TOWNSHIP
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Andrew J PW

e —= ——=— - = - Erwin B fenschké; r:;‘Vi‘cc‘-(?'hainnan
E. v&j
4 e
HmEZ‘F' Gr%awaf}?l T.
MAL N

Marks

M 3 g e -

)



e - . . : i

POTTSTOWN
SCHOOL DISTRICT

ADMINISTRATION BLDG.

Pottstown Schools — Building a Better Tomorrow

' June 1, 2006

bl

PA Gaming Control Board I
PO Box 69060 '
Harrisburg PA 17106-3060

Re: Proposed Gaming License ;
. A -Limerick Township, Montgomery County

Dear Sit/Madam: |
The Board of School Directors of the Pottstown School District has considered the proposed
casino for Limerick Township and would like to express its feeling to the commission.

The Board recognizes there are many issues regarding the establishment of casinos in
Pennsylvania. Some proponents suggest it will have a positive economic impact regionally where the
casinos are located. Others suggest that the construction of a casino will have a negative impact on the
surrounding communities. The School District shares some of the same concerns expressed by several
local municipalities regarding the effect that a casino would have on increased crime and traffic together
with its adverse affect on the general health, safety and welfare of the families living within the
communities surrounding Limerick Township.

The School District is considering the development of an early childhood center and is in the
process of establishing partnerships to better serve the needs of the family birth to post-graduate. Being
mindful of the family unit and, in the spirit of promoting community wellness, the Board does not
encourage gambling. -

" Please give all due consideration to ‘6ur concerns as you deliberate this issue.

Sincerely,
L ol

arry Ro on, President
Board of School Directors

Bonita Barnhill Philip Thées Robert Hartman, Jr.
Board of School Directors oard of School Directors

P,
ud Za](ora

Cathy ZKitko
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Jo Whom It Ma§ Concern:

March 11, 2006

Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board
Post Office Box 62060
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17106-9060

A - v eme .
|
Enclosed;for your serious consideration is
a Resolution adopted by the Montgomery County

Pomona Grange ;No. 8, which dpposes the estab-

1ishment of a,;Slot Machine Casino in Limerick

Township, Montgomery County, Pennsylvania.

We‘trust that this resolution from a county
longs establlsheﬂforganlzatlon will be consideread
by ‘your Board!in your public hearings in Phila-
delphia and 1n Allentown during the meonth of
Aprll, 2006 P BN T

CbT%WﬁJTP

Very truly yours,

“l‘.— 'I-‘M - -“v Vi e,

o
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{ E € i Member, Legislative Committee

} Montgomery County Pomona Grange Nt
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RESQLUTION

CASINO iN LIMERICK TOWNSHIP

WHEREAS, Boyd Gaming Corporation proposes to establish
a glot machine casino on a large tract of land in rural
Limerick Township, Montgomery County, Pennsylvania in the

‘near future; and

WHEREAS, this area of Pennsylvania has always been
rural throughout its hlstory, and casinos by nature attract
urban interests; and

to the gambling interests which evolve around casino areas,

and highways in the area are not eguipped for the heavy
traffic volume generated by casinos, and this location is
very close to the PECO Limerick Nuclear Generating Power

Plant; and

WHEREAS. casinos generally reguire greater police and
other emergency personnel protection, and often generate
lower moral values for the younger generation because of
the gambling-type atmosphere which surrounds a casino
attraction, thereby increasing local taxation;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Montgomery County Pomona
Grange No. 8 strongly; recommend that the Pennsylvania
Gaming Control Board reject the application of Boyd Gamifig
Corporation, and/or its successors and/or assigns, to
establish a slot machine casino in Limerick Township or the
townships surrounding the PECO Limerick Nuclear Generating

WHEREAS, the Limerick. Township area is not conducive , .

Power Plant. PO
‘-\- ~
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This Resolution was adopted at a regular quarterly
meeting of Montgomery County ‘Pomona Grange No. 8, held in
Trappe, Montgomery County, on Saturday, March 11, 2006.
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COMMENTS (Plehsc use second page if more space is required)

Tl b

! own a small busmess in Lﬁnerlck| Townshlp a flower shop — that employs four part-
tlme workers and 3 falmly members 1 am opposed to the Boyd's Gaming proposal for a
slot par10r in Limerick because I bel ieve that it will be detrimental to small businesses
such as mine because of its impact on the local labor pool.

In a recent Associate Press article (attachment A) as reported in The Pottstown Mercurv
.ncwspaper on Sunday, April 23, 2006 the average wages, tips and benefits for- casmo
workers ranges from $24,000 to $48 000, or roughly $12 - $24 per hour. The economics
of my business permit me to pay $7 8.50/per hour for sales clerks (unskilled) with no
employee paid benefits. (This is at or near the average for our industry according to
studles conducted by FTD, an industry organization.)

In the Philadelphia Inquirer, columnist Andrew Cassel’s column, The Economy, March
17, 2006 (attachment B) stated:
“Employers in a range of industries reported that the labor markets have
tightened,” the Fed report notes. Businesses “have had more difficulty attracting
and retaining qualified worikers at all skill levels.”
] {. 5 |
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Comments: Page 2 (continued)

' |
With unemployment rates at 4% or less in the local area, I find it very difficult to find
help. Local advertising generally results in 6 to 8 applicants, most of whom are
unsuitable because of bad work history, unsuitability for waiting on the public or other
factors. 1 believe that the ability of Boyd’s to offer more money and benefits will make it
even more difficult for businesses such as mine to hire local people to work for us. Mine
is a labor-intensive business. Without staff, ] cannot run my business.

Although Boyd’s says that their project will attract workers to the area, people at thetr
wage level cannot afford to live in Limerick. The Metropolitan Philadefphia Indicator
Project report Where We Stand: Community Indicators for Metropolitan Philadelphia,
(Temple Unmiversity, 2005) classifies Limerick as an “affluent suburb.” The same report
indicates that in the period of this study 2001-3, in Limerick a home in median price
range in the study would require an income of between $75 and $100,000. Average
mortgage amounts are $100-200,000 (see attachment C.) Since 2003, housing prices have
continued to rise. My home, a modest 40-year-old 2400 square foot three-bedroom ranch
house on a half-acre lot, appraised in February of this year for $255,000. Comparables in
the appraisal showed 21 homes in the neighborhood with sales prices in the range of
$180,000 to $287,900. (See attachment D.)

Obviously the average casino worker cannot afford to purchase at these prices. Rental
incomes are in the $900 to $1200 range plus utilities. Even this is out of the reach of
most people on the casino wage scale. As a result of these numbers, 1 do not believe that
the casino will attract workers to live in the area, and thus the labor pool will not expand.
Casino workers will haveto be bussed to work from outlymg areas, something Boyd’s can
afford to do, but I cannot.

In summary. I am a small business owner that finds it difficult to find people willing to
work at the wages I can afford. Boyd’s Gaming will be dble to offer better wages and
benefits, thus making it even harder for me to find help. Housing prices in the area are
prohibitive for people at the average salary for casino workers, so they are unlikely to
move into the area. 1 believe granting a license in Limerick Township will create
hardships for small businesses in the area |

GA I P WaLuiners » verify that the information contained in this written
comment is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.

PA IR RSy AR
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By ‘Mare, Levy M
Assoc!al‘ed ‘Press Writer *

HARRISBURG — The legal-
ization of slot-machine. gam:
bling in Pennsylvama has
brought prormses "of thousands <
of new casino, hotel and restau-
rant jobs. towe %

But attracting so many peo—
ple at one time will likely pose a
challenge, officials say, and the -
companiés that win, slots licens-
es may have rto ante up-addi--
tional benefits {o compete with
other slots parlors -and find
employees willing to accept long -
commutes.

In the Philadelphia -area
alone, there could be as many as -
five slot-machine parlors com-
peting for workers. Who can
commute t0 a boommg Atlantic
City - where 'a major labor
union is already warning of a
worker shortage .af'.casinos?in:
the seaside New-Jersey towt.

. Three, slots=parlors could be
thhm an hour of the Pocono
Mountains, where tourism oper-’
ators already recruit overseas:.
for some_ seasonal “workers.

“I think-just finding people —
findirig qualified-people who *
can deal with the public, finding
qualified people:. who want “to
work those hoirs — is going to
be dlfﬁcult.",g»’,rsald Robert-
*Uguccioni, the:executive duec» 2
tor of the Pocono sMountams
Vacation Bureau. -

Because, the * industry: rehes
heauty on' good:: .customer ser-,,

A

\

i

vice to“eftice more gambliiig ; ;
and tipping; slots operators will
likely have io offer employee
wages and benefits that exceed
those at other tourism and hos-
pitality businesses, those: farml-
iar with the industry say. +-

The state’s 14 planned slots
parlors,: mth their- restaurants,
hotels, stores and otlier services,
.are expected to émploy:9,000 to
15,000 people once everything
‘is up and runfiing -accordmg to
estimates prowded:fby hcense
- -applicants™ ~ 7,

Generous bénefits are com—
_mon in the casino industry.™

Pennsylvama;casmos

4hased: . casino- executive” -for %

 éfnployees 1o live close to work

' 1no,” Angeli said?" 31’ ct
Ythe ‘people who are" Wo

. »B0Ing to:drive ‘very, far
¥ tProspectwe casinc “operators

*+ gliiployees ‘" Other 'statés’ ahd.

! draw-‘~.from,

" nation's. blggest casifio

between.. Phﬂadelp

il beat the tate”

;ivery ,Fhard uin atchin ,r‘ eﬁaz;professor of mangg ETit a
_benefits:that the'big miys. oﬁer, ﬁPenn‘ State’ s'*Hamsburg ca
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APPRAISAL OF

A SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENCE

LOCATION :30W. Linfield Trappe Road
« Wk . - . Royersford - e PAS 19468 - -

CLIENT :Arlington Capital
A 3260 Tilman Drive, #90

AS OF DATE  -02/17/2006 |
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COMPARABLE SALE#2 COMPARABLE SALE #3
208 Heffner Road 535 N, Lewis Road
Li Limefick Township
1 29 mrles NE 1.90 miles NW
GFEE F o 265,01
] R | 170 i
TReND Multiple L|st|nq Semce TReND Muti gle Llstmg Service ] TReND Multiple Listing Service
DESCRIPTION i1 8 Adiustiment}  DESCRIBTION H-18 Adiusumenil DESCRIPTION B3 Adiusun
1 Conventional Conventional Conventional
122005 Q7/2005 12/2005
ayerage average average
fee simple fee simple fea simple
43 acre +- 1.74 acres + -6.000] 1.82 acres +- -2.4¢
average average average
ch ranch ianch
average _ average average
Aciual Age years +- 37 years +- 23 years + 75 years +-
& condition VErage average average average
Ahave Grade | Bdrns, | Bahs | Baths L | Baths T | Baths 1
Room Count D K] it 5 3 1 5 K] 1 5 3 1.5 1.5
4 Gross Living Area | 10580 1294 0 o 4,500 1,144 50 0 -1,500 153700 -9.5(
= Basement & Finished sement basement basement basement
; nished/Bath unfinished/Bath _ +2,000) finished/Pdr +1,000| unfinished +4 0
: i i verage average average average
* Healing/Cooling HW/central HWicentrat HA/central HA/central _
. Energy Eflicieni lems  JPONE none none none
F CiscagaiCacnon 4 car garage | 3 car garage -8.000| 1 car garage 2cargarage 1 4 0C
" Porch/Palio/Deck eck patio deckiopen porch -2,000] patiofopen porch 2,00
v fireplace one none +2.000] none +2,000} one
- DOM/List Price P $268.000 J0/LP $286.500 16/LP $285.000
; : - x| 1 -ss00lf [+ fxI. s #s00lf [, x| s -200¢
321y Nel Adj. 241 Net Adj, -7.55 o
256 50[14 263 503[0..,55 adi. 1057 o s 245,0(

. 623

Grossad, 463 % s

nia

f/a

Iysis ol griar sale or

B Boce ol PriagSale/Trinsler U 0 D 0
¥ Daia Sourcels) ELSJ’PU!}HC Record {MLS:'PUbliC Record MLS/Public Record MLS/Public Record
@ Elfective Dais o{Data Soursedsh.. $/09/2006 01/09/2006 [01/69/2006 01/09/2006

fer histary ol the sohi

prapecly.and oo

hic sales

o current agreement of sale. option or iisting for subject

property within three years. No prior sales of sub; ect property within three years. No prior sales of comparables within three years.

Ad

usted sales indicated a value range from $245,000 to $263 500. The Sales Comparison Approach is the
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indicator 5.3: house prices

The logical next step, given the picture of new
homes and high levels of mortgage lending ac-
tivity, is to examine the patterns of house prices.
For the years 2001-2003, we calculated the aver-

age amount of mortgages. This amount indirect-

ly implies sale prices and highly correlates with
actual residential sale values. We used median
amounts to control for extreme sales prices. The
resulting map of mortgage values {(Map 5.3) for
rach community shows a pattern mirroring both

of the prior indicators. The higher housing price _

areas of Chester, Montgomery, and Bucks coun-
ties, in particular, overlap the newer, high loan
volume areas noted in indicators 5.1 and §5.2.

The distribution of mortgage amounts by com-
munity type provides some insight into resi-
dents’ housing choices, as Established Towns
are second only to the Affluent Suburbs in the
median amount borrowed. Urban Centers lag
behind the rest of the region (Figure 5.3a).

Each of the past several years, the Joint Center
on Housing Studies at Harvard has produced
a report on the State of the Nation’s Housing.
The report includes a compilation E\)F median

36 housing

sales prices for the nation’s metropolitan areas,
ranging from 1590 to the present. Philadelphia
lags far behind the highest priced area (Boston),
and falls slightly below the halfway mark in a
comparison to the remaining metropolitan areas
{Figure 5.3b). Of concern to many in the region
is the relatively low percentage change in metro-
politan housing prices, as Philadelphia has the
lowest rate of growth of any of the nine metro-
politan areas compared. This cuts two ways, as
housing remains relatively affordable across the
region as a whole, but suggests only a modest
rise in value across the entire region {roughly
one percent per year).

<$100K £
MAP 5.3: Average mortgage amounts, 2001-2003

100-200K »200K BBl

Source: Federal Financial Instivitions Examination Council, Home
Mortgage Disclosure Act Raw Data, 2001-2003.
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~Svo000 OO $o,000-75,000 L3 76,001-100,000 >100,000 B2
MAP 5.4 Housing affordability: income needed to buy median-priced house

o d1-Libution of housing affordability for the region's communities. The
prent gradations of communities represent the income level that would
reded to afford to purchase a house at the median estimated sale price
rach community.

nunities represented by the lightest color on the map have houses that
van be purchased with incomes at or below $50,000; the second category of

Chicago g
Cleveland g
Detroit Jive e
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Figure 5.4: Percentage of incame spent on housing, :

Source: U, 5. Census, American Community Survey, 2007

haousing would he accessible for households wi
and $75,000; the third, between $75,000 and §
ing representing housing markets where the m
sible only for those with incomes above $100,0
year's report, the more affordable communities
centers of the region and the oldest suburbs. It
appear to be two exceptions to this trend, as Ce
the highest income thresTiold for affordability, a
movement within the Germantown-Mount Airy
North Philadelphia communities.

When Philadelphia is compared to other metro
percentage of household income spent on hou:
the metropolitan area comparison group (Figut
ferences between renters and homeowners in 1l
income paid for housing are not unusual; they
econormic advantages associated with home ow
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Board Clerk PGCB

Joanne McCullough

March 30, 2006
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Office of the Clerk

Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board
P.O. Box 69060

Harrisburg, PA 17101

Dear PGCB,

The enclosed article was published in a local newspaper on March 28, 2006. 1 believe
this article raises questions as to conflict of intcrest and may need further investigating.
The familiarity between all the players in the proposed Limerick Borgata Casino seems a
bit cozy to me.

I wasn’t sure where to turn to with this information so I am sending it you. Thank you
for taking this matter in consideration.
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& Casino opposition spurs scrutiny

JACOB FENTON, Staff Writer___ . 25 03/28/2006

R Ernail w0 a.l'.friend ElPosta Comment £} Printer-friendty
If state regulators allow Boyd Gaming Corp. to build a 3,000-
slot-machine casino in Limerick, township supervisor Frank
Kotch will serve as a liaison between the company and the local
government during the rezoning process.
Kotch knows a thing or two Advertisement
about gambling. His resume . o WHATMADE.? 2 i
includes more than Six years in ey gu FBEEDOM OF THE PBESS
the casino and gambling B . SOIMPORTANT TO THE FOURDERS,
industry in Nevada. : HAYBE ".w“m CUUPUNS T

" T~ “I started as s a déaler and B W\ T 2 (:D“ ﬁ =
eventually got up to a floor - . [% 4 : -
supervisor,” Kotch said. None ) EET s - :
of the casinos he worked at s =7 A L \
were owned by Boyd, he said. o e J o — TR
e = “NSPAPER )\DVERTISING
Kotch said his work experience F—w.
would aid his understanding of \\\\ A]]ES'['.[N&'I'[ON
the propoesal, but not make him NOT A DISTRACTION
more likely to support it. A fryee—s CLIUK MERE PO #ORE [KFO
*I do have an insight, but is it biased? 1 don’t think so,’1 said Kotch, who was first
elected in 2005.
Kotch said that he has not been offered a job at Boyd if the casino goes through — but
he couldn'’t rule out the possibility of working at a Limerick casino if it were built. It
would be, he pointed out, the largest local employer.
Local officials in municipalities where casinos are proposed face heightened scrutiny
of their potential links to gambling backers.
e - oty Although public attention lias focused most heavity 6 thie Competitive state process

for awarding casino licenses, state politicians who were worried about Philadelphia

corruption passed legislation this month to curb city politicians’ participation in casino
zoning decisions,

Bucks County state Rep. Paul Clymer, R-145th District, has been a consistent critic
of gambiling.

“In looking at other states that have legalized gambling, we know that public
corruption and organized crime will surely follow the industry’s formation in

Pen nsylvania,” Clymer said in a press release touting the formation of a new unit in
the state attorney general’s office devoted to public corruption.

Posters to sites like stopthecasinos.com have speculated at length about possible
misdeeds surrounding the plan. A site representative would not comment for this

hiHr e vamanar thoaramoetore s Lo mrmees fon e fam crr e adora ey mie o -1 £ L TOA P TIDTY AN TS O T A . N D IO
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Kane's co-founder, according to the firm’s Web site, is Mark Marino, who is chairman
of the the Skippack Township Board of Supervisors.

Marino recently became chairman of the Area 4 Republican Commitiee, a district that
includes Limerick, Collegeville, Lower Providence, Perkiomen, Royersford, Skippack,
Trappe, Upper Providence and Worcester.

Marino’s father is former District Attorney and former County Commissioners
Chairman Michae! Marino, who was recently appointed county solicitor.

Michael Marino also keeps an office at Kane Core and does occasional legal work for
the group. “It's a loose association,” he said.

s e \When-Michael Marino was appointed county solicitor,-Carolyn-Carluccio was named.-u=zze:—
to the newly created position of chief deputy solicitor. The promotion increased her

salary from $68,321 a year to $81,773.
Carluccio’s father is Charles J. Tornetta, president of Tometta Realty Corp.

Providence Properties, a related company that state records list as being headed by

Lawrence F. Tometta, made more than $31 million selling 125 acres to Boyd's for the
casino.

A project summary prepared by Boyd notes that “Tornetta Realty Corporation will
retain 57 acres of the site for retail and commercial development. ?

Charles Tornetta has served on the county planning commission since 1968 and
chaired it from 1968 to 1991. He also serves on the board of Continental Bank with
Clement.

Realty executives at Tornetta’s firm did not return calls for comment on the proposal,

Tometta's daughter Carluccio was appointed chief public defender about five years

& ] P .
e M.,gg0.,urlder._Manno__s.adml_n_istrathn....--.ﬂu»_ et e o W . X T oL
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“| appointed her because she's highly competent,” Marino said. He said he'd known
Charles Tornetta “forever.”

The idea that Carluccio’s employment had any bearing on the Limerick proposal was
“the most absurd, ridiculous possibility in the world,” Marino said. He described the
association as a meaningless link. “You string 'em all together and you end up with
nothing,” he said.

County Commissioner Ruth Damsker, the lone Demacrat on the county's three-

person governing board, said that Carluccio's promotion came about because both
she and County Commissioners Chairman Tom Ellis were pleased with her

performance. “Michael did not chcose to have her as a deputy,” Damsker said.
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4 “This is really a local issue and we really have no oversight whatsoever,” said
Damsker, adding that local issues fike traffic would be much more important.

The traffic analysis included with Boyd's local impact report was conducted by
Potistown-based Traffic Planning & Design and dated Dec. 16, 2005.

On Jan. 3, 2006, Traffic Planning & Design wés named the new traffic consuttant in
both Skippack and Limerick townships. .

Kane said the firm was the most qualified.

“As a board in Limerick Township we did tremendous research and did tremendous
interviews to become educated’ about professional consultants before hiring them,

S T e’ v he Sa'd.m P - Ty —— el oy e, MR
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Staff Writer Jacob Fenton can be reached at (215) 361-8831;
jffenton@thereporteroniine.com.
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J. McCullough
o MAY -G 2006

Board ClerkE

Corp.
May 3, 2006
Office of the Clerk, PGCB
P.O. Box 69060
Harrisburg, PA 17101
= ©  WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE ol R -

EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and
considered by the Pennsylvania Gamm g Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot
operators:

To be included in the file on Boyd Gaming for the proposed casmo m leerlck PA.

75% of the feeder market for the Limerick casino is Phlladelphla 75% of the feeder

:market for the Philadelphia casinos is also Phlladelphla Why have two casmos within 35
imilessof each-other competing for the sarhe patrons‘? “It'makes’ much more sense to have
«casinosin Philadelphia:and the Lehigh Valley, -7 © 1 #0703 ¢ colE

Township supérvisors' voted unanimously to oppose the Boyd casino in Limerick. They

have not and will not change their rulmg on zoning; all other townships are ready 10 go
with this project and have their zoning in place. Limerick is not in need of rev1tallzat10n :
and the majority of re51dents do not want thls casmo in Limerick.

The biggest reason that t}ns site is not the r1ght one for a casino is the Limerick Nuclear
Power Plant. I have enclosed an aenal view of the site. Boyd’s casino would be at the _ —

" foot of thé power plant and would be situated between the Limerick Airport and the .

nuclear plant. It would sit a mere 1/8 of a mile from the power plant. There is no
evacuation plan in place to handle the crowd the casino would draw and the infrastructure
of the roads is inadequate to handle the evacuation crowd as well. A casino at this site is
simply poor planning. Why invite the risk of any type of attack when there are other,
better located sites? Security should we:gh verv very hcavdv in the decmon ‘making
process for the casinolicense. - - : e : e

I have driven up:to; this'site several times and’l urge each of you to do the same. The o
prox1m1ty ofithe casino: toth& nuc]ear power iplanti is; an unaoceptable and unnecessary, _
l'lSk " t, ‘-?5,':--\!\ 0o, FEL e 0ot “a . e i
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Pennsylvania
Gaming Control Board
WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS
T ‘:‘-.I re‘cvll;e.st th;lt the‘t-”;ﬁong comments be made part of the publlc Input hearing record and

considered by the Pennsylvama Gammg Control Board prior to awarding licenses for slot
operators:

Name: Qam L SC hdl'z-Q
Address:_

Telephone

Organization, if any:

Employer:

COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is required)

See e nclosed . ledrer
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Comments: Page 2 (continued)
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L9 ana L Schojze verify that the information contained in this written
comment is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.

N NI 4,




Dané Schulze

April 24, 2006

This letter is being written to address concerns of the possibility of the Boyd Casino moving to
Limerick Township, PA. [ am a voting resident of Limerick Township and recently moved here
after being drawn to the country and quiet setting in this community. My husband and I looked
forward to raising our three children in a safe, quiet, and less congested area of Pennsylvania not in
close proximity to a gambling institution which will increase traffic and attract crime to the area.

Boyd Gaming is not a philanthropical organization coming to our community to bring us jobs and -
_smoney and increase our standard of living. They will be contributing to our taxes because their = = =
~institution increases social costs far greater than what they contribute. Professor Earl L. Grinols,

Dept. Of Economics, University of [llinois has been studying the economics of gambling since 1990
when legalized gambling has been approved throughout several states. Even using conservative
cost and benefit estimates, costs to benefits are greater than $3 to $1. Social costs of $214 per adult
annually include increased crime (of which crime =$65), business and employment costs,
bankruptcy, suicide, illness, social service costs, direct regulatory costs, family costs, abused
dollars.

This list doesn’t touch upon the cost of a decreased well being due to the increased time spent on a
congested roadway filled with an increase of 5.8 million visitors annually as stated in the impact
report. Boyd plans to improve the roadway into their institution. What about the route 422 corridor
(via 76 and 476) the majority of people will be traveling on to get to the casino? All side roads
within the area will see an increase of traffic, as well as route 100 and 724. With 5.8 million -
additional travelers annually, the roadways will be very congested and needing major repairs. The
peak travel time for visitors will be weekends. Does a traffic jam on Friday, Saturday and Sunday,
(our family time and free time) sound like an improved standard of living and increased well being?
Seven neighboring counties can expect to be impacted by increased traffic and the spillover effect
from the costs of the institution.

‘next door to you have no investment in your and your community’s well being. The Limerick area
has a high standard of living, expensive housing costs, higher than average income, low rates of
poverty, higher than average population growth, unemployment here is consistently lower than the
rest of the state. We don’t need gambling to bring us jobs. We don’t need to give our money to
Boyd. The Limerick area doesn’t need an increase in jobs or housing, We are already growing and
improving our standard of living more quickly than the nation. It is the first tier suburbs that are
struggling to maintain their niche.

¥

The above list of social costs, although extensive, also doesn’t list the decreased sense of enjoyment
and well being due to a large 200 foot building scarring our beautiful view of the country side. The
Limerick nuclear facility is an eyesore to the entire Schuylkill Valley. Just imagine if it was
covered with lights and trying to attract the attention of 5.8 million visitors 24 hours a day. This
isn’t the country setting our residents desire. Don't change the zoning! We do not want a tall
gaming facility marring our beautiful countryside.



Y

The casino is planned to be a self-contained dining, entertainment, meeting, lodging (600 rooms)
facility. Patrons might buy snacks and fast foods near 422. Is that the type of business that
residents want to increase in our community? No way!! Good bye to the family owned small
businesses which offer us so much flavor and enjoyment in a unique setting. The retail trade and
service sectors will be most affected. The substitution effect guarantees that local businesses will
suffer. Casinos absorb existing entertainment, restaurant and hotel business, and deplete dollars
available to other retail businesses. That destroys other jobs in the trade area and eliminates their
sales, employment and property tax contributions. We don’t need to give our money to Boyd.

There will also be an increased need for community services in the police and fire departments.
i 'Limerick is the first response to the nuclear generating facility. In a quickly growing community,
¢ 2] these areas are already in need of more patrols. The additional traffic will increase the roadway and
-highway patrols. What will we do if there is an emergency at the nuclear facility and we need to
evacuate? The roadways are already clogged before adding the 5.8 million visitors. The
community definitely needs an improved wastewater treatment facility. If I can’t have a garbage
disposal in my home, how can we allow an additional 5.8 million visitors into our area? Where will
that increased cost come from since our costs already outweigh the taxes Boyd will be paying?
More of our money will be given to Boyd.

Grinols and Mustard’s study, March 2001 concluded that casinos increase crime, creating crime and
not merely moving it from one area to another. Expect an increase in aggravated assault, rape,
robbery, larceny, burglary, auto theft, embezzlement, and fraud. Nearby areas will experience the
spillover effect. '

Gambling brings addiction and is an addictive behavior. Gambling has all the properties of a
psychoactive substance, and it changes the neurochemistry of the brain. Youth have the highest
addiction rates, between 4 and 8%. Is this risk worth the increased money the school boards will
get? Isn’t saving one child from thlS addiction worth stopping the wealthy and powerful casino
tyrants?

Expect suicides from the addicted gamblers. No other addictive population has had as high a

prevalence for attempts. Nevada has been the highest in the natlgg“‘f:or suicides for 10 of the last 12
- . years. Put this together “with increased risk to our youth and it is a very volatile equation.” Can one * o
life be quantified?

Gambl ing does not create a tangible product. Many people gamble to acquire money. This gambler
expects to get something for nothing. Who is paying the costs? The more people who gamble to
-acquire money, the poorer society will becom

Limerick residents don’t want a casino. Limerick residents don’t need a casino. Don’t change the
zoning.

Qo A ity

Dana L. Schulze, B.S., M.A., LPC
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PennsyLVANIA Gaming ConTroL Boarp

HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA
171086-9080

Michael P. Edmiston, Esq.

Director of Hearings and Appeals
Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board
P.C. Box 63060

Harrisburg, PA 17106

April 20, 2006

Mike Pincus
Limerick Twp Board of Supervisors

Re: Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board Public Input Hearing
Dear Mr. Pincus:

Thank you for submitting a registration to speak at the Pennsylvania Gaming Control
Board ("Board™) Public Input Hearings. The Board is pleased to accept your registration
as a Government Official. As a Government Official, you will be permitted up to 30
minutes to speak. Pursuant to the Rules of Conduct for the Public Input Hearings, the
Presiding Officer will strictly enforce the allotted speaking time, to ensure that the
maximum number of participants have time to speak.

This letter is official notification we have scheduled you in Allentown at the Crowne
Plaza Hotel on to use your opportunity to testify before the Board. It is also your
confirmation document and must be prasented at the Sign-In Desk on that day.
Sign-in will begin at 7:45 a.m. and conclude when the last speaker is heard by the board
but no fater than 6:0C &'clock p.m., whichaver occurs first.

To ensure that the maximum number of witfiesses have time to speak, the Board will
accept into the evidentiary record, PowerPoint presentations, videos, DVDs or CD-
ROMs, as exhibits, for review by the Board at a later date. Therefore, please do not
plan to electronically display during your oral testimony the material contained in those
media; such displays will not be permitted.

All oral testimony will be transcribed by a stenographer and become a part of the
evidentiary record.

Aztar Corporation, Boyd Gaming and Sands Bethworks Gaming will be the presenting
applicants on that day and will be permitted up to 40 minutes each to speak. They will
be followed by (1) Legistators; (2) Local Government; (3) Community Groups; and (4)
Individuals. ;
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The hearing will begin promptly at 8:30 a.m. and conclude when the last registered and
signed-in speaker is heard but no later than 6:00 o'clock p.m., whichever occurs first.
-We encourage you to sign-in early because of the uncertainty of how long any one day
will last should the speakers either not show or do not use all of their allotied time.

You may wish to submit written comments at the Public input Hearing, rather than
present oral testimony. The Board has posted on its website (www.pgceb.state.pa.ug) the
form to be used for the submission of written comments at the Public Input Hearing. A
copy of that form is enclosed for your use, should the written submittal of your comments
be more conhvenient. Board staff will also be available at each hearing to assist in taking
written submissions.

Written comments taken at the Public Input Hearing will become part of the evidentiary
record for the Board’s consideration when evaluating each applicant.

Those unable to attend the Public Input Hearings o which they have been assigned may
submit written comments, via regular mail, until June 2, 2006 when the evidentiary
record will be closed.

If there are any additional questions or problems, please visit the PGCB's website at
www.pgeb. state pa.us or contact the Office of the Clerk at (717) 348-8300.

Respectfully,

Michael P. Edmiston, Esqg.
Director Hearings and Appeals
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April 28, 2006

Michael P. Edmiston, Esq.

Director of Hearings and Appeals
Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board
P.O. Box 69060

Harrisburg PA 17106

Re: Public Input Hearing
Boyd Pennsylvania Partners, LP, Applicant
Dear Mr Edmiston;
As a pre-registered speaker on behalf of the Board of Supervisors of Limerick Township,

I am submitting the attached written statement on their behalf, to be entered into the
evidentiary record in hieu of oral testimony.

Sincercly;

Mike Pincus
Consultant to Limerick Township

O Tram a1 1Y . YaFe 2 am TalbF. oz ™I o oon oo L T N T
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ADMINISTRATION OFFICES

POLICE DEPARTMENT
= April 28, 2006 -
: Pennsylvania St_gte Gaming Commission ' s
~ T RE: Gaming Proposal-Limerick Site
:;«a'.fz;-Aé tﬁe'vc’i:u!-y_el_egted officials of Limerick Township, Montgomery County, PA,. -
'™ ... +we have conducted a review of the Boyd Pennsylvania Partners, LP proposed -
.. .Site.in .our “township.,” On behalf "of the Limerick- Township Board of
_ .- Superviscrs;. the following statement is to be entered into the Public Input
o '\_'Héaring' ‘evidentiary record regarding the application _of Boyd “Pennsylvania
- 7 " - Partners; LP, in consideration before the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board.
The Limerick fownship Board of Supervisors cannot sppbort_the application. -
and the location proposed by the applicant, Boyd Pennsylvania-Partners, LP. . ~
David F. Ka
Chairman _ i o ‘ B o T m _
Limerick Township Board of Supervisors
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WRITTEN COMMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
EVIDENTIARY RECORD OF THE PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

I request that the following comments be made part of the public input hearing record and

avrms. = considered by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board prior to awarding licenses forslot N
operators: . T T o — .

Nar;le:__/—r//’ f‘ Ay _/7@ (JC/

Address:_

Telephon

-

" Organization, if any:, /{/14

Employer: A?///?'

COMMENTS: (Please use second page if more space is required)
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