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No signs on sticks, poles, or anything else
which might affect the safety of others is permitted
inside the hearing auditorium.

Please make sure you are seated in your
assigned seats. When you came in the door, you were
given a number and the seats are numbered. So please
make sure you are there to make our process easier.

At this time, | would ask that everyone
please rise and join me in the Piedge of Allegiance.

(Pledge of Allegiance.)

PRESIDING OFFICER SIMMONS: Thank you. The
April 11th, 2006 public input hearing of the
Pennsylvania Gaming Control in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania regarding Category |l applicants wiil
now come to order.

This hearing is convened by the
Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board pursuant to the
authority of Act 71 of 2004 and PGCB Regulation
Section 441.2.

The Board is present as a panel composed of
the following members to my extreme left, which is
Chip Marshall, next to him is Sanford Rivers, next to
him is Mr. Kenneth McCabe, and good morning, Mr. Tad
Decker, who is the Chairman of your Commission is
being seated to my right and Mr. Coy is seated to my
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hearing are posted inside and outside of the hearing
room and on the PGCB website and will be strictly
enforced and will be adhered to by all participants.

The Board expects that it is my
responsibility to insist that courtesy prevail among
the audience, presenters, and speakers.

Therefore, audience oufbursts, including
applause are not permitted. | respectfully ask your
assistance in complying with this courtesy for each
speaker.

' Vocal expressions from the audience
complicate the task of assuring each speaker the use
of the time for which he or she has prepared and will
make the stenographer's task more difficult.

So let's do our best to let the registered
speakers be heard. Much will be said here today.
Each of us should expect that we are all interested
in being able to hear it.

Speakers will not be interrupted and will
be permitted to speak no fonger than allotted time.

If | determine that any conduct is disruptive to this
hearing, | will call a recess and resume the hearing
upon restoration of order.

Persons who refuse to acknowledge and obey
the rules and code of conduct may be asked to leave
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extreme right. Welcome.

Our stenographer this morning is Hillary
Hazlett. Qur clerk to the Board is Mickey Kane.

We want to thank Drexel University for
making this facility available for the hearing, their
cooperation and hard work has been essential in
bringing this public input hearing to Philadelphia
and also the public input hearing that will be going
on tomorrow.

This is the fourth in a statewide series
of Gaming Control Board public input hearings
designed to allow applicants for operator gaming
licenses to simultaneously present their plans before
the Gaming Control Board and the public.

These hearings will allow individual
members of the public, community groups, elected
officials, and local Government representatives to
express their thoughts and share their concerns with
the Board.

Today, we will be hearing testimony from
community groups and individuals. The hearing will
continue throughout the day and will end at the

, conclusion of the last speaker but no later than 6:00

* p.m., whichever comes first.

The rules and conduct of this public input
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the room and the area.

The order of presentations today, as |
suggested already, is community groups and
individuals.

Spokespersons for community groups may
speak up to no more than ten minutes. Members of the
general public or individuals may speak for up to
three minutes.

Each speaker will begin his or her remarks
by stating his or her name, the municipality and
state within which he or she resides, and the name of
the entity on whose behalf he or she will speak.

Please make sure the clerk gets a copy of
your testimony if you have extras. All speakers will
be sworn in at one time at the conclusion of my
remarks. Those who come in late will be sworn as
they approach the speaket's podium.

To assist all of us in adhering to the {ime
limits for each speaker and to assist us in having as
many speakers heard in the time we have available
today, an electronic stoplight timer is located on
the stage directly in front of me,

There is also a timing device on the podium
where you will be speaking from. The green light
indicates that the speaker's fime has started. When
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1 the light turns yellow, 30 seconds will remain of the 1 purpose of reviewing and analyzing the Philadelphia
2 allotted time and the speaker should wrap up the 2 Entertainment and Development Partners, here and
3 presentation. 3 after referred to as Foxwoods application for a
, When the light turns red, a beeping sound 4 casino license to be located at Columbus Boulevard
will begin and the speaker must stop speaking and 5 and Reed Streets.
6 leave the microphone. ) Gentiemen, let me start by saying, | don't
7 If anyone has any questions about this 7 envy you, the momentous task you have ahead. The
8 hearing or future hearings, please see a member of 8 state has taken away any local control Philadelphia
9  our staff stationed at the sign-in area outside of 9 could have exercised over where these casinos will be
10 the hearing room. 10 sited.
11 We welcome and need your full attention and 1 That great responsibility and burden now
12 cooperation throughout this hearing. Finally, should 12 falls to you. You have to educate yourselves, sift
13 it be necessary for you to have conversation not 13 through mountains of impact statements, traffic
14 involving this Board or myself, please take it outin 14 studies, and community testimony and come to a
15 the hallway. 15 decision that is impartial, fair, and based on a
16 Thank you for your attention and 16 realistic cost henefit analysis.
17 cooperation. Itis my pleasure to ask that those of 17 Which two sites will maximize revenues
18 you who have registered to speak today, please stand 18 while doing the least harm? Further, you have to do
19 and raise your right hand, all who are going to give 19 all of this without benefit of knowing local
20 testimony. 20 conditions or understanding the neighborhoods that
21 Do you swear or affirm that the testimony 21 will be impacted.
22 you are about to give shall be the truth, the whole 22 My job today in the ten minutes | have is
23 truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 23 to help you as you begin to grapple with these
24 Please answer, i do. 24 questions by painting a picture for you of the cost
25 THE WITNESSES: | do. 25 benefit ratio to the city if you were to choose the
10 12

PRESIDING OFFICER SIMMONS: You may be
seated. Thank you. Our first speaker this morning
is Coleen Puckett, Queen Village Neighbors
Association and Riverfront Community. Would you
please approach the microphone?

MS. PUCKETT: Members of the Gaming Board,
Chairman Decker, media representatives and fellow
community members, good morning.

My name is Coleen Puckett and I'm here
today representing Queen Viltage Neighbors
Association.

I'm also here, somebody mentioned that |
was lead hitter and all of the hackup hitters are
right behind me.

Queen Village is located across the street
and just north of the South Delaware site. It spans
the south side of Lombard Street on the north and
extends south to the north side of Washington Avenue
and from the Delaware River to the east side of Sixth
Street.

| am also here as a member of the
Riverfront Communities United, a coalition of eight

., civic associations and one business district, the

‘South Street Headhouse Square District.

We formed our coalition with the express
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Foxwoods site.

First, | would like to stipulate that, yes,
casinos are revenue generators, That will be a given
no matter which sites are chosen. Yes, jobs will be
considered, again, no matter the sites.

So the question in front of us is will the
benefits from the Foxwoods site outstrip the
deleterious effects of its location. | say the
answer is no.

Location, location, location. First, you
could have the best application in the world; and if
it's in the wrong location, the costs will outweigh
the benefits.

While there are things that look appealing
about this location; i.e., 42 percent of profits will
go toward hand-picked charities, the location at
Columbus Boulevard and Reed Street is the most
problematic in terms of traffic, density, and
negative economic impact to the surrounding
communities.

Let's start with traffic. Will someone
take the traffic, please? I'm not going to start
were dueling traffic studies. Suffice it to say that
the Orth-Rodger study conducted on behalf of Foxwoods
was done in the dead of January 2008, post-Christmas
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1 season, thereby grossly underestimating real numbers 1 Third, even in the best possible scenario
2 on Columbus Boulevard. 2 from gleam in a traffic engineer's eye to completion
3 The city's own traffic study, undertaken 3 of construction, adding an interstate ramp takes
" the previous May, gives a more realistic snapshot. 4 anywhere from seven to ten years.
- Under current conditions, 49,000 plus vehicles ina 5 Can the neighborhoods withstand choking in
6 24-hour period on Saturdays and close to 45,000 cars 6 traffic during those seven to ten years without
7 onweekdays. 7 suffering irreparable damage to their health?
8 These numbers represent the highest current 8 Finally, Foxwoods is assuming that most of
9 traffic volume of the five potential gambling sites 9 the traffic will be arriving via interstate highway.
10 according to the Mayor's Gaming Advisory Task Force 10 May | remind you that the Foxwoods Casino will be
11 and that is without a casino. 11 planted in the midst of extremely dense
12 Add Foxwoods and figure on an additional 12 neighborhoods?
13 24,700 cars on Saturdays and 10,800 cars during a 13 Convenience casinos draw more than 70
14 typical weekday, again, according to the city's own 14 percent of their customers from less than 35 miles
15 figures. 15 according to a University of lllinois study.
16 These numbers are not surprising to anyone 16 Isn't it reasonable to assume that many,
17 who has been caught in gridlock lately on their way 17 many of the patrons will be city residents? These
18 to Lowes or IKEA. Traffic, like water, finds its own 18 customers will be driving to the casino on city
19 level 19 streets through city neighborhoods.
20 Those who experience gridlock on Columbus 20 To effectively evaluate the total traffic
21 Boulevard quickly realize that it can bleed into the 21 impact, additional traffic studies would need to be
22 neighborhoods and use Front Street or Second Street 22 done to determine changes in local traffic flow most
23 instead. 23 likely necessitating directional changes to secondary
24 More important to the city, how many times 24 and arterial streets.
25 will a suburban customer sit in traffic before 25 Again, these changes would generate lots of
i 14 16
deciding to go elsewhere? Foxwoods' recommendations 1 neighborhood anxiety and opposition. These are the
2 to ameliorate this huge problem are based on faulty 2 political, financial and timing challenges Foxwoods
3 logic. 3 would face if they decided to pursue a new 1-85 ramp.
4 [-95 ramp at Front and Dickinson, Foxwoods 4 Directing patients to exit at Oregon Avenue
5 assumes that building a new 195 off ramp at Front 5 and travel north on Columbus Boulevard. This
6 and Dickinson will be seamless, politically smooth, 6 approach does not take into account trucking
7 and fast. Not one of these is true. 7 activities of the food distribution center, traffic
8 First, memories run deep. There are many 8 and deliveries generated by the 900 person UPS
9 residents who remember the construction of -85 9 facility, SYSCO, and other industrial uses at the
10 through the heart of our waterfront communities. 10 south end of Columbus Boulevard.
1 Neighborhoods have told me eminent domain 1 Heavily increasing fraffic off the Oregon
12 horror stories of seeing whole city blocks torn down 12 Avenue exit could have serious negative impacts on
13 to make way for highway. 13 viable, existing industries.
14 They have told me of hearth-wrenching 14 Low balling residential and commercial
15 family discussions around kitchen tables trying to 15 density on Columbus Boulevard. Foxwoods' traffic
16 figure out where they would live after the state 16 studies did not include projected residential
17 demolished their homes. 17 high-rise developments long the river, including
18 They will not sif idly by and allow another 18 Dockside 2, mixed use development plans at the sheet
19 outrage to be perpetrated on their community without 19 metal workers' site and other pockets of inflow
20 putting up a fight. 20 development in the Queen Village and Pennsport
21 Second, highways are regulated by an 21 neighborhoods.
22 amalgam of Federal, state, and local agencies end 22 It also assumed that a casino would be
" monies. The process is time consuming, complicated, 23 compatible with existing big box use on Columbus
.. and costly. Is Foxwoods prepared to pony up $40 24 Boulevard.
25 million and more toward the cost of the ramp? 25 Density. On paper and to those of you
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unfamiliar with Philadelphia, one could be forgiven
for thinking that 1-95 and Columbus Boulevard are a
reasonable buffer for our neighborhoods. This is

- simply not so.
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The Foxwoods Casino is only 480 feet from
the Pennsport boundary. This means our historically
significant, economically viable, and densely
populated residential neighborhoods are only a
football field and a half away from a use that is
projected to eventually draw up to 8 million visitors
annually. This will crush our neighborhoods. We
cannot observe this.

Negative economic impact to surrounding
neighbors. In the Center City's district report
residential development 1997 to 2005, the 19147 zip
code, which covers Bella Vista, Queen Village,
Pennsport, and parts of Whitman, all members of the
Riverfront Communities United, the average sales
price of homes rose 18 percent in one year to
$279,987. '

The average price of the condominium rose §
percent to $309,185. This is average. It's not
unusual to see homes sell for half, three quarters,
even a million dollars or more in these
neighborhoods.

g R A

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

19

PRESIDING OFFICER SIMMONS: Rene Goodwin

MS. GOODWIN: Good morning, members of the
Gaming Control Board, staff, residents of
Philadelphia. I'm Rene Goodman, Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania.

| speak here today as the designated
speaker for the Pennsport Civic Association and as
the Chair of the Riverfront Communities United, a
coalition of eight community groups and one business
organization, who have united and collectively
opposed the Foxwoods site on the basis that it will
exact a toll from the community that will far
outweigh the benefits.

My application to speak today will take you
briefly through the history of Pennsport. Pennsport
is part of a section of Philadelphia that is truly a
historic community approximately a mile and a half
away from Independence Hail and an area that is rich
in architectural diversity and cultural diversity as
well.

Throughout the '50s, a man by the name of
Edmund Bacon had a vision. That vision came true,
that a Center City could come to life and be a vital
part of the city. it is Society Hill.

That influence spilled over throughout the
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Median income by zip code for 19147 was
$40,304. These are economically viable communities.
They are not in need of economic stimulus. They are
booming already.

The people here are not daytrippers. They
live and work here 24/7. They are buying homes.

They are raising families. They are paying taxes.
Everything we say we want for the long-term economic
health of the city.

What do we risk by locating Foxwoods so
close to these vibrant neighborhoods? Lower property
values. Whoops. Does that mean | have 30 seconds
left?

PRESIDING OFFICER SIMMONS: Yes.

MS. PUCKETT: Okay. Let me see. Okay.
Unfortunately, there's a study that says that
property values drop on average next to casinos by 4
percent.

Ed Goppelt of Hallwatch applied these
findings to the five proposed casino locations; and
hased on these, found that residents within a mile of
the Foxwoods site would stand to lose the most, an

“estimated $109 million in property value.

PRESIDING OFFICER SIMMONS: Thank you.
MS. PUCKETT: All right.
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'70s and '80s to other communities including Bella
Vista, Queen Village Whitman, and certainly
Pennsport, my very own community.

Today, Pennsport is one of the desired
residential communities along the river. itis in
the throws of a significant residential and economic
boom. It should not be considered a coming up
community.

it is already up. ltis up in the number
and quality of residential units both existing and
under construction.

It is up in the presence of big box retail
and first rate supermarkets, small individual and
family-owned businesses who have invested
significantly here to build here and provide shopping
convenience.

Itis up in its access to every major
cultural institution in the Cify of Philadelphia, up
in its access to other parts of the Delaware Valley
and New Jersey.

Above all, it is up in the guality of life,
which is near to the best of urban living, so much so
that people are coming from other areas in which to
live here.

We don't want or need the Foxwoods Casino

ARCHIVE REPORTING SERVICE (717) 234-5922




SWoNOGEWN

1
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

2

2

“neighborhood wilt halt future and planned residential

development and could very well kill sales in the
work.

Inaccurate demographics listed the median
income at 33,000 and represented our community as a
blighted or depressed area. This is simply not so.

In terms of economic development, we can
fear the negative impact on local businesses. There
are a significant number of businesses both east of
-85 and both west of |-95.

I've personally spoken to some of those
businesses. Traffic is already a problem in our
community because it's a thriving, growing community
that is experiencing a renaissance unlike any other
community.

We generally feel that this is not the best
site. It is not the best site because we understand
the primary focus of this project is to create new
revenue stream.

If the bottom line is to be considered,
then that is all the more reason that the Foxwoods
site is not the way to go.

What will the city gain if it creates a new

revenue stream that will reduce the existing revenue

stream of the surrounding community?

21 23

{1 at Columbus Boulevard and Reed Street. There's just 1 Consideration must be given to other

2 too much to lose and not enough to gain for the City 2 factors and what location will have not only the

3 of Philadelphia or our communities. 3 highest revenue stream but the smallest price to pay

LA There are five specific categories that we 4 for that revenue stream.

" feel are negative impacts on this. Traffic is 5 Although it is clearly understood that

6 certainly one of them. |think Coleen has addressed 6 there must be revenue to run a city, one must also

7 that to a certain extent. 7 wonder what a city without quality of life would be -
8 There is also pollution, which we have not 8 like and is it worth running.

9 addressed. The air pollution from increased number 9 We are also concerned about other quality
10 of vehicles, the air pollution from buses. 10 of life issues, an increase in the number of DUIs,
1 Even if you provide off-site location 11 gambiing and drinking tend to go hand in hand.
12 - parking for buses, buses still have to travel up and 12 Increased danger to pedestrians. Itis nota
13 down Columbus Boulevard and/or I-95. 13 particularly pedestrian friendly area.
14 There's also the concern about the negative 14 We are concerned about biocking off yet
15 impact on real estate. There are approximately 15 another section of our valuable resource, our
16 21,218 properties within one mile of the proposed 16 waterfront, from the public.
17 Foxwoods site. 17 Increase in demand for city services is a
18 This is a community that is 84 percent 18 strain on the infrastructure, limited public access
19 residential with values that are now ranging from 400 19 to the waterfront.
20 to $700,000. 20 Finally, | would like to close with a
21 A recent study by Hallwatch showed that the 21 little personal remark. There is a line from a song
22 largest oss to a community's residential value would 22 in a current Broadway hit, Wicked. The line goes
23 occur in Pennsport as a result of the Foxwoods site. 23 something like, I'm not sure that 1 am -- that
24 A prominent Philadelphia realtor, Kathy 24 knowing you has made me better but | know it has
25 Conway, has stated, a casino this close to the 25 changed me for good.

22 24
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Ladies and gentlemen, if you bring the
Foxwoods site to this wonderful community, | can say
with absolute certainty that it will not change us
for the better; and oh, my God. We'll be changed
forever. Thank you.

PRESIDING OFFICER SIMMONS: Thank you very
much.

Julie Camburn?

MS. CAMBURN: Good morning, Mr. Chairman,
members of the Board and to the public, both press
and residents of Philadelphia so concerned about
gambling.

Thank you for the opportunity to speak to
you. I'm Julie Camburn, a life-long resident of
Philadelphia.

| am and have been for the last four years
the president of the East Falls Business Association.
| have owned and operated my own business in the East
Falls section of Philadelphia for almost 25 years.

From yesterday's testimonies, it seemed our
elected officials have thrown us to the wolves. At
least two of the council people and one state
representative who spoke told us how good TrumpStreet
would be for communities surrounding the proposed
Budd site location at Henry and Roberts Avenues in
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1 East Falls and that the Trump team will support 1 are incapable of bringing to the Philadelphia region
2 community initiatives. 2 what the state had in mind when it approved gaming in
3 Absolutely contrary to what their 3 Philadelphia, in Pennsylvania.
constituents tell them, these elected officials are 4 A siots parlor at the Budd site wili be a
.~ spreading their arms to welcome gaming to a § convenience gaming revenue venue. This location will
6 neighborhood of 25,000 plus homes and several hundred 6 not attract tourists and tourist dollars. There is
7 small businesses. 7 neither a boardwalk nor an ocean as in Atlantic City,
8 You say, this is good. This will 8 nor will encounter exciting entertainment and glitzy
9 revitalize these communities. They said that to you 9 show ala Las Vegas.
10 but to us they said, it's a done deal. 10 This venue is either the entrance to North
1 These private hotlines tell them that the 11 Philly or the highway to the burbs. TrumpStreet
12 Trump site will be one of the fwo chosen for 12 offers nothing to make it a destination gaming site.
13 Philadelphia and it is in their best interest to 13 A convenience casino offers limited
14 support them. 14 opportunity to do anything other than gamble. A
15 To us they say, go make your agreements 15 convenience gaming site lures its gamblers from the
16 with Trump. There will be a casino at the Budd site. 16 local region. Money spent at a convenience casino
17 They tell us you have decided already. | say 17  will largely come from the people who live or work
18 otherwise. 18 near the casino.
19 | sat here yesterday and watched you. | 19 A convenience casino takes most of its
20 saw you lean back and forward, twist, relax, shuffle 20 revenue from the local region, draining more than it
21 papers. Body language speaks volumes. 21 brings in.
22 What | saw told me is that you are 22 Although it gives the appearance of
23 listening. For that and indeed all of those 23 economic development, convenience gaming sites
24 presenting testimony are appreciative. 24 negatively impact the local economy.
25 To us it says that if we present viable 25 Local shoppers will avoid the high traffic
g 26 28
. convincing information, statistics, exhibits, 1 areas around the casino, contributing to the decline
2 whatever it takes, you are listening and will weigh 2 of local business, the economy.
3 what we bring you. 3 Casino gambling redistributes. It does not
4 If | say you are listening, you will heed 4 create income for communities. Dollars invested in
§ ourconcerns. You will review our paperwork prepared 5 casino games result in reduced retail tax revenues.
6 not by large corporations with multi-bucks to spend 6 Within three years of opening, two out of
7  but by concerned citizens making the most of limited 7 three convenience casinos closed. The money spent at
8 resources. | am confident you will make the right 8 TrumpStreet will come from the local economy; that
9 decision. |say it's nota done deal. 9 s, the pockets of people who live and work nearby.
10 Other community representatives have and 10 Studies have shown the convenience casinos
11  will speak against the Trump Keystone proposal. Most 11 extract 85 percent of their revenue from the local
12 as heads for organizations, most being members of our 12 community.
13  local Multi-Community Alliance, others as residents 13 So money that would have been spent at
14 of the viable and stable communities in that 14 local retail stores, restaurants, pizza shops, and
15 alliance. 15 other eateries will be spent instead at the casino.
16 Traffic, addiction, the erosion of family 16 in Atlantic City after the introduction of
17 stability, as well as housing values and crime; I'm 17 casinos, there was no upsurge in local shops, such as
18 not outlining their arguments, their concerns. 18 hardware, furniture, or clothing stores, restaurants,
18 They'll address these and other key issues. You will 19 or even corner bars but a decline.
20 and should hear them perhaps several times over. | 20 Where once there were 12,000 small
21 know you're listening. 21 hbusinesses, now there are only about 150. As
2 | have only two points to press with you. 22 recently as yesterday, it was reported that the only
> . ., First, the economic impact on businesses in the 23 supermarket in Atlantic City was closing. Atlantic
<« surrounding activities; and second, Trump 24 City residents will have to travel about 13 miles to
25 Entertainment Resorts and Keystone Development Team 25 Ventnor if they want to shop in a supermarket.
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1 Most casinos attract 80 percent of their 1  although that was only a $1 billion deal.
2 market from within a 35 to 55 radius, They also 2 For its latest reorganization, the former
3 absorb existing entertainment, restaurant and hotel 3 Trump Hotels and Casino Resorts has the new name,
*  business and drain dollars available to other retail 4  Trump Entertainment Resorts, Inc.
- businesses. 5 Needless to say, this restructuring was not
6 In addition to eliminating jobs, this 6 overwhelmingly embraced by shareholders. Itinciuded
7 depletes a business' sales, employment, and property 7 a 1,000 for one reverse stock split, so holders of
8 tax contributions. 8 common stock saw their existing shareholder interest
9 Within ten years of the initial opening of 9 decimated.
10 casino Atlantic City, 40 percent of the restaurants 10 It has been estimated that when Trump filed
11 had closed. Within 20 years, 90 percent of the 11  for bankruptcy and was freed from $400 million in
12 businesses closest to the casinos had ceased to 12 debt, 137 purveyors went under as well. What does
13 exist. 13 this say for the Trump team's financial capacity and
14 By 1994, 25 percent of all Atlantic City 14 operational viability?
15 small businesses had closed. The one type of 15 Let's also consider Trump's team
16 business that thrived was pawn shops. 16 suitability, that is character, reputation,
17 Local employment takes a big hit when 17 integrity, business probity, and experience of the
18 casinos open. in his book, The Luck Business, 18 development team.
19 Dr. Robert Goodman notes that unemployment in 19 The Trump Keystone Development Team, aside
20 Atflantic City was 30 percent above the state average 20 possibly from Trump Entertainment Resort's own
21  before casinos. 21 administration, completely lacks experience in the
22 Ten years later, the unemployment rate 22 gaming and hospitality industry, key components to
23 climbed to 50 percent above the state average. 23 creating a viable casino venue.
24 Casinos suck the life blood out of local businesses. 24 Under no circumstances should the Trump
25 Let's turn to the casino at hand, 25 Keystone team be granted a license. It's a lose/lose
30 32

Trump$treet, a Trump Entertainment Resorts venture, 1 scenario. I'm confident your investigations will
2 and consider some key factors the Board wiil need to 2 indeed convince you to say no to Trump. Thank you.
3 weigh when awarding its gaming license. 3 PRESIDING OFFICER SIMMONS: Thank you very
4 A casino at the Budd site will face 4 much.
5 competition from a saturated market. Two racinos 5 At this time, | would like to welcome
6  wiil lie within ten miles of the proposed TrumpStreet 6 Commissioner Mary Colins who has joined us on the
7 site. 7 panel this morning.
8 East Falls is not a major tourist 8 Welcome, Commissioner,
9 destination. It will not aftract the tourists 9 Patricia Coulter?
10 dollars so badly needed for today's casinos to 10 MS. COULTER: Good morning to Mr. Chairman
11 survive. 11 and to the Gaming Board, to the press, media, and all
12 Four proposals have been submitted for 12 of those Philadelphia concerned citizens.
13 location along the Delaware, planned as destination 13 My name is Patricia A. Coulter. I'm
14 casinos, Any one of them will strangle TrumpStreet. 14 president and CEO of the Urban League of
15 The Board needs to consider the financial 15 Philadelphia. The Urban League of Philadelphia is
16 capacity, stability, integrity including personal 16 affiliated with the National Urban League, which is a
17 bankruptcies, responsibility, and most importantly 17 civil rights organization founded in 1910 and
18 operational liability of each casino applicant. 18 comprised of a federation of over 100 community-based
19 In November of 2005, Trump Hotel and Casino 19 organizations across the United States. '
20 Resorts, Inc. filed for bankruptcy with a $1.8 20 The Urban League provides integral
21 billion in debt and siting the aging Trump 21 services, advocacy, and training programs that
22 facilities, the intense competition in the casino 22 contribute to the growth, stability, and prosperity
!, market and its substantial debt as primary factors. 23 of locai urban communities across the country.
[ This is the second bankruptcy for the Trump 24 Directly serving more than 2 million people
25 empire. It had filed for Chapter 11 in '92 as well, 25 in 2004, with another 50 million people being served
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indirectly in that same year through job and housing
fairs, on-line employment services, book
distributions, and radio and television programs.

In Philadelphia, the Urban League has
operated for 53 years. In 2004, the Urban League of
Philadelphia directly served nearly 17,000 people and
indirectly nearly 1 million people. ‘

Our mission is to secure economic and
social equality for African Americans by focusing on
an empowerment strategy for economic advancement,
educational achievement, and engagement.

The gaming industry in Philadelphia and
across the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania is a once in
a lifetime opportunity for African Americans to
secure economic advancement, like it's never been
done hefore.

With gaming industry annual revenues of 70
billion in the United States, with annual revenues of
this industry being projected at 600 to 750 million
in Philadelphia, with the fact that one third of
Philadelphians gamble, the window of opportunity for
African Americans to have ownership and to get a fair
footing on contracts and jobs is now.

In Philadelphia, the population is nearly
50 percent African American and more than 60 percent
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Minerity groups such as African Americans
and Latinos continue to fag behind in all facets of
wealth, income levels, home ownership, net worth.

In fact, the Urban League's 2006 State of
Black America report states that the net worth of
African Americans is $6,100 as compared to whites at
$67,000.

This is an economic gap and other
discrepancies such as access to education,
healthcare, and stability of families and
communities.

As the Gaming Control Board appointed by
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania is in a position to
award the licenses for two Category Il slot parlors
in Philadelphia, we hope that the Board recognizes
its ability to make significant progress in this area
of economic equity with the awarding of these
licenses.

The Urban League is asking the Gaming
Control Board to pay close attention to each
applicant's specific plans relating to minority
entrepreneurs and that you get specific commitments
from them toward these goals.

We ask that the diversity plan that is
required by each applicant as per the Gaming Control
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" of the children in our public schools live in

families that are at our below the poverty guideline,
which is $19,000 for a family of four.

The interest of Urban League and the gaming
industry is as an advocate for African Americans
getting a real slice of the economic pie.

Given the rates of poverty in our city, the
numbers of African Americans unemployed, the high
rate of youth who drop out of high school, it could
take some time for economic parity to be achieved.

The greatest assets African Americans can
have in this context is to secure one of the gaming
licenses. This impact will translate into benefits
for the minority vendors and entrepreneurs.

It will secure that outreach to African
American and Latino communities will be done. An
African American licensee would ensure that minority
vendors who are consistently left out of bidding
processes would be afforded fair access to business
opportunities resulting from bringing gaming to
Philadelphia.

The current participation rate of minority

-, vendors and Government contracts stands at an award

rate of less than 2 percent to all minority
entrepreneurs.
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Board's rules and regulations not only include a
separate goal of diversity and ownership,
participation and operation of and employment at the
proposed licensed entity, but that it also include 2
communify benefits model that outlines how people in
the neighborhoods where these parlors would exist are
being engaged in the financial success of the gaming
business.

The Control Board has an opportunity to
make history here. You can either make this business
as usual or you can use this as an opportunity to
truly make a difference in the lives of people in our
Philadelphia neighborhoods.

You can use this as an opportunity to
empower our communities for economic growth and
stability of families to provide a bright future for
their children by awarding one of the two licenses to
the majority/minority applicant.

On behalf of the Urban League of
Philadelphia, [ thank you for your time and
aftention. ,

PRESIDING OFFICER SIMMONS: Thank you very
much.

Chris Meck?

MS. MECK: Here | am. Good morning, Board
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members. My name is Christine Meck. I'm here
representing Passyunk Square Civic Association and
Riverfront Communities United, a coalition, which
includes Society Hill, South Street Headhouse
District, Queen Village, Pennsport, Whitman, Bella
Vista, Hawthorne, and Passyunk Square.

These neighborhoods and business district
are among the most vibrant, historically significant
and well established neighborhoods in Philadelphia.
This coalition is opposed to Foxwoods Casino.

| am here today representing my family
because | do not want to raise my children next to a
casino. The Foxwoods impact report was made public
March 10th. We had less than one month to understand
the issues and prepare our testimony.

Four weeks ago, | posed a question, is it
feasible for a project of this magnitude to be built
on top of this densely populated, row home community
without negatively affecting the quality of life?

The answer is no.

We oppose the Foxwoods Casino because this
site is not the most mutually beneficial to the
community and the applicant.

Foxwoods Casino is next to the most densely
populated neighborhoods compared to any other
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It is less than 1300 feet away.

Only fwo blocks away, children play in an
elementary school playground within view of the
entrance of the proposed casino.

Society Hill is the nation's first urban
renewal project based on preserving the past. The
average aggregate household income for Society Hill
is over $300 million.

South Street Headhouse District is our
modern, eclectic marketplace drawing tourism and
stimulating our local economy. Traffic is already a
major issue.

Queen Viliage, Bella Vista and Hawthorne
have seen home values increase 65 percent since 1999
and continue to rise due to the desirability of this
neighborhood.

Pennsport and Passyunk Square, home of the
Mummers and Philly cheesesteak, rich in architecture,
music and history, these neighborhoods are the
backbone and the heart of Philadelphia.

An average city block is 400 feet. Only
480 feet away from the proposed casino, homes are
selling for $500,000. Home prices have tripled what
they sold for six years ago.

The 2000 census data used by Foxwoods
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proposed site; and therefore, these neighborhoods
stand to lose the most. :

The Foxwoods impact report grossly
misrepresents the effect on the surrounding
communities.

This site will excessively degrade
Philadelphians' quality of life because of the high
volume of traffic, the proximity to densely populated
thriving historic neighborhoods, and the negative
social impact on the community.

Neighborhood character will be negatively
affected. The city and state cannot afford the
anticipated negative impact on both the quality of
life and the economic health of the member
communities.

Foxwoods Casino claims that the average
annual household income in this area is $33,000.
They imply that this is a blighted area in need of
revitalization. Their implications are wrong.

Foxwoods Casino will destroy neighborhood
character in some of the most historic, thriving
neighborhoods in the city. There are 15 schools and
37 churches within the one-mile impact zone.

0Old Swedes' Church is the oldest church in
Pennsylvania and the second oldest in the country,
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assessment is obsolete, Mr. Thomas said yesterday
that their casino would add to the quality and
aspiration of South Philadelphia. How can he claim
to understand our aspirations if he cannot understand
our community?

Traffic is the major negative impact of
this community. There is atready major gridlock on
Washington Avenue and Columbus Boulevard.

Everyone that | have talked to regarding
the site is concerned about traffic. However, the
solutions fall short of reality.

Foxwoods projects 9 miltion people visiting
this site annually. How will it funnel traffic
through single-lane, one-way neighborhood streets?

What about the ripple effect of this much
traffic? Foxwoods claims that most people will use
I-95 and Columbus Boulevard to approach the site, but
what will that volume do to the people who currently
use Columbus Boulevard? It would push them into our
neighborhoods.

There is no consideration of the current
growth on Columbus Boulevard that will affect the
total volume of traffic when added to the total
volume of casino customers. How will this volume
affect 84 percent residential neighborhoods?
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Since the big box stores were putin on
South Columbus Boulevard, Second Street which is
parallel to Columbus has become an ancillary highway.

Even the UPS trucks have been driving down
Second Street returning to their facilities to avoid
the late afternoon traffic on Columbus Boulevard.

People already use the city street to get
around the congestion on Columbus. Additional casino
traffic will simply push more cars and trucks info
our neighborhood.

Foxwoods does not take this into
consideration. They claim that the impacts of its
operation should only have minor negative impacts on
the city and neighboring communities. That statement
is wrong.

Foxwoods proposes to add an 1-85 ramp that
will touch down on Front Street and allow traffic to
enter the casino on Reed Street. What wiil happen to
the brand new $500,000 home?

Foxwoods Casino will excessively degrade
the quality of life in our neighborhoods. Traffic
combined with the increase of crime will also bring
lower property values.

Amazingly enough, Foxwoods claims the
casino will increase property values surrounding the
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reversal of economic prosper in this community.

Another report titled, does crime affect
property values, proves that crime increases in an
area surrounding a casino.

The document says the casino related crime
increase is reflected in depressed property values.
This study shows that land values surrounding a
casino in Atlantic City are excessively depressed
reflecting the loss of millions of dollars.

Aside from traffic and crime, the negative
social impact will also drive people away. The list
of negative social impact is long.

A few consideraticns include 24-hour light
pollution affecting neighbors who live just overa
city block from the entrance of the casino, sound and
vibration from traffic affecting historic landmarks
that are so close. Air quality, Philadelphia is
already designated as non-attainment for pollution.
What will nine million visitors to this location do
to the pollution levels in our densely populated
community?

| found one of the most disturbing social
issues in a recent article by Mr. Apuzzo. Foxwoods
plans to market to minorities including African
Americans, Asians, and Hispanics.
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~ casino site claiming increasing wealth of neighboring

landowners, which is the Wal-Mart parking lot and the
Comcast property.

What they fail to reflect is the decreased
value of surrounding homes and neighborhoods, There
are plenty of studies that reflect the deleterious
effect on property values.

Just last week, as we have heard before,
Hallwatch.org analyzed the average loss per nearby
home. The total loss to the community surrounding
the Foxwoods site would exceed $100 million.

Another study cites the Foxwoods Casino in
Connecticut decreased the residential value by 10
percent.

A recent study by Mr. Aborn shows that
introducing a casino fo a community will increase
crimes from alcohol-related traffic accidents,
prostitution, pefty thefts, embezzlement, sexual
assaults, and drug arrests. A rise in crime is
inevitable and it will be taxing on the legal system,
including the jails, Aborn said, thus putting a
financial strain on our community.

Traffic and crime will turn away potential
buyers and scare away current homeowners.
Philadelphia and Pennsylvania cannot afford the
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This article was talking about
incorporating diversity in their workforce, It was
talking about their plan to target these minorities
to increase their business. '

These groups represent a community of rapid
growth in our neighborhoods but also of lower income.
The proximity of this casino will lure our
disadvantaged community to waste their dollars.

How will we all be affected by this social
follow of gambling addiction, child abuse, marital
problems? The future growth of our city relies upon
the wealth of our community.

If we lose this wealth, there will be a
zero net gain from Foxwoods Casino. This site wili
bring the gradual disintegration of our
neighborhoods.

Foxwoods Casino will excessively degrade
our community's quality of life. Mr. Green stated
yesterday that Foxwoods wants to be a good neighbor
but we do not want this casine in our neighborhood.

PRESIDING OFFICER SIMMONS: Thank you very
much.

MS. MECK: Thank you.

PRESIDING OFFICER SIMMONS: Ronald Hinton?

MR. HINTON: Good morning, Chairman,
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honorable members of the Gaming Board and media and
residents of the City of Philadelphia.

My name is Ronald E. Hinton, Jr. 1am

West Foundation and a resident of the area where this
proposed casino is being proposed.

_ The Allegheny West Foundation is a
Pennsylvania non-profit community development
corporation that was founded in 1968 and incorporated
in 1974 as part of a community-approved initiative of
the Tasty Baking Company.

The boundaries of the Allegheny West
project are Bridge Avenue to the west and Broad
Street to the east and Lehigh to the south and
various railroad lines north of Allegheny Avenue
encompassing the industrial area, which is defined
here today as the Budd Commerce Center and home of
Tasty Baking Company,

The mission of Allegheny West is to improve
the quality of life in the Allegheny West community
by achieving the following goals:

Increasing the supply of affordable housing
through the development of sale and rental housing
and developing service to encourage home maintenance.

Nuturing economic growth in the Allegheny
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chalienges of community development.

These new chatlenges were created by less
and robust economy, changes in the business and
employment needs and increasingly less reliance on
Government in general,

Allegheny West believes that these new
challenges represent new and improved opportunities
to stimulate private investment in specific segments
of the community that will shape its immediate and
long-term direction.

For the past 37 years, the Allegheny West
Foundation has been chiefly responsible for the
revitalization of this neighborhood, a neighborhood
that is most impacted by the TrumpStreet Casino
project.

| am speaking to you today as a community
organization that is in support of this project. The
TrumpStreet project will provide jobs to area
residents, encourage and stimulate economic activity
in the area and will provide the resources for the
reinvestment in neighborhoods.

Many of the strategic goais of the
Allegheny West Foundation can be maximized with a new
and committed partnership with the TrumpStreet
project.
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West area by encouraging business development and
revitalization of commercial and industrial areas.

Increasing the employment opportunities for
aduits fo secure stable living wage jobs,
strengthening the social fabric of the community by
addressing problems identified by local residents,
including access to healthcare, education, and other
services.

Promoting civic engagement of area
residents through local leadership development and
improving the quality of education and job training
available to children and youth by providing
work-based learning opportunities, college exposure
programs, reading enrichment programs, and basic
computer instruction for young people in our
communities.

| am speaking here today because proposed
activities outlined in the TrumpStreet project are
aligned with some of the strategic missions and goals
of the Allegheny West Foundation.

As the Allegheny West community continues
to evolve physically and the Allegheny West

become clear that an even broader and stronger

coalition of stakeholders is needed to meet the new
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There have been many communify meetings
about this proposal. | will not mislead you. There
are residents in the surrounding neighborhoods that
do not support this project.

| would also like to inform you that there
are many residents and civic groups who do support
the project.

As people began to understand the project
and were given information that addresses concerns
about eminent domain, fraffic concerns, job
opportunities, and the impact of crime in the area,
more and more people have begun to express support
for the project.

Is it 100 percent? Of course not. A
project of this magnitude will never be abie to meet
the needs of all.

There is a sense of excitement in the
community, and | am extremely encouraged about the
opportunity to develop a strategy that creates a
momentum that spreads the community improvement
proposed by TrumpStreet to the surrounding
neighborhoods.

Yes, the opportunity to transform the
community is the highlight of this proposal.
Community improvement opportunities include nearly
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1 500 million in new investment in the area when you 1 gambling in the Commonwealth.

2 consider the Trump investment and other investments 2 Open and transparent dialogue to receive

3 thatare already being made in that area. 3 feedback from all stakeholders impacted by gaming is

' Nearly 1,000 new jobs, 75 percent of which 4 the best and only way to approach this challenge in a

" have been offered to local residents. 5 manner sensitive to the needs of all of us.

6 Enhancement to transportation systems and 6 For your background and introduction,

7 roadways. 7 CityTeam is an international non-profit organization

8 -Commitments to provide resources to 8 headquartered in San Jose, California.

9 stimulate community reinvestment. 9 Qur mission is to giorify God by serving
10 New business development. 10 people in need, proclaiming the gospel and '
1" Job training programs. 11 establishing dlsclples among the disadvantaged people
12 Homeownership opportunities that can be 12 of cities.
13 maximized by employer assisted housing for new 13 We are long-term members in good standing
14 employees of the project. 14  of the 300 member Kansas City based Association of
15 Home repair programs for seniors. 15 Gospe! Rescue Missions, of which 11 of those members
16 Increased police protection of the 16 are here in Pennsyivania.
17 surrounding neighborhoods. 17 CityTeam's Philadelphia area mission is
18 Drug and alcohol prevention programs. 18 located in the City of Chester, Pennsylvania, about
19 Support for local schools and expanded 19 15 miles south of Center City.
20 after-school opportunities for local youth are just 20 By the grace of God, many lives have been
21 some of the things that can be realized from these 21 saved and transformed since CityTeam came to Chester
22 partnerships. 22 18 years ago.
23 | can go on, but | don't have much time. 23 During our first 14 years in Chester, we
24 This subject, community improvement, which is my 24 completely renovated a 30,000 square foot abandoned
25 life's passion, is a subject that you will not see in 25 building at 634 Sproul Street, which now serves over
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“other proposals before you today. 1 14,000 people per year.

2 Activities that invest in community, 2 While my remarks today are to advise the

3 activities that invest in people, activities that 3 Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board and the citizens of
4 reinvest in and stimulate economic opportunities for 4 the neighborhoods where the 14 licenses are to be

5 residents and business opportunities in the area. 5 issued, when | mention Chester or Harrah's

6 What a wonderful opportunity. 6 frequently, I'm referring to any one of the other 13

7 | look forward to working with the Trump 7 sites and any other of the 13 successful applicants

8 Organization in partnership with local residents, 8 foragaming license.

9 businesses, and city and state representatives to g One of the first gaming licenses to be
10 create a complete transformation of a declining 10 issued will likely be the Harrah's Casino and
11 economy, of a struggling neighborhood into a robust 11 Racetrack located less than 10 blocks from our rescue
12 and energized one. 12 mission,

13 [ thank you for the opportunity to speak to 13 Construction of this $392 million racino

14 you today. | hope the many comments at that this 14 appears to be well past the midpoint. Because of our
15 hearing help to guide your decision in favor of the 15 close proximity to this high visibility project, over

16 TrumpStreet project. 16 the last three years, our supporters have continually

17 PRESIDING OFFICER SIMMONS: Thank youvery | |17 expressed their deep concerns about the future

18  much, Mr. Hinton. 18 sustainability of the quality CityTeam's essential

19 Richard Williams? 19  life saving services.
20 MR. WILLIAMS: On behalf of CityTeam 20 We've had a lot of time to focus on this
21 Ministries and our 15,000 supporters throughout the 21 issue and have developed a keen interest in how
22 Delaware Valley, | would like to thank the officials 22 gaming might impact the low income people we serve.

"+ from the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board and Drexel 23 We shared those concerns with our

- Umvers:ty for allowing us the opportunity to offer 24 supporters, the churches and the industry colleagues,
25 our testimony here today in regard to legalized 25 CityTeam ministers fo the most basic felt suffering
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1 needs of the poorest of our poor neighbors. 1 Mission was considering closing its doors. At that
2 Large numbers of people with serious issues 2 time, they had 55 beds that were mostly unused and
3 will be coming to fown and finding their way to our 3 very few people were using any of their services.
"~ door. This will produce an adverse effect on our 4 Very soon after the first casino opened in
+ 7 daily operations, much in the same way that these 5 May of 1978, every bed was taken. As of last June
6 large numbers of people with issues wili impact the 6 when | visited Atlantic City with two of my
7 operations of local police, emergency medical 7 colleagues, Mr. Fred Soper, the Chief Operations
8 services, and other service organizations. 8 Officer and vice president of the Atlantic City
9 From our perspective, it is a serious 9 Rescue Mission told us they had expanded to 250 beds
10 oversight and ultimately an injustice to the entire 10 but unfortunately were sleeping on an average of 430
11 community to invite these problems to our doorstep 14 per night anywhere they could fit them.
12 without offering support to a viable strategy to 12 This, plus the increased numbers for meals
13 address it. 13 and other services, have placed an obvious strain on
14 Since there are no other announced plans to 14 the Atlantic City Rescue Mission.
15 develop other fypes of entertainment venues that 15 We were shocked at the prison-like
16 would make Chester a destination for tourists and 16 appearance of the reception area. As we came through
17 entertainment that is increasing the selection of 17 the front entrance, there were three large men
18 things to do other than just gamble, more and more 18 standing guard behind bulletproof glass to protect
19 people will be coming to town for that one specific 19 them from the hoards of people that were there for
20 purpose. 20 services.
21 Studies indicate that approximately 30 21 By contrast, if you visit CityTeam today -
22 percent of the gambling revenues come from the local 22 and | hope that in the future you will -- you will be
23 area. Unless that entertainment mix is expanded to 23 greeted by a very pleasant female receptionist, who
24 attract a wider range of affluent people to do other 24 happens to be blind, sitting along behind an open
25 things other than just gamble, people living in and 25 counter, aiways accommodating our clients in any way
' 54 56
near our neighborhoods that are poor to begin with 1 shecan.
2 will be losing more of their money. Thatisa 2 By comparison to Atlantic City, our
3 disaster waiting to happen. 3 homeless shelter and recovery center, we have a fotal
4 Neither Chester's residents, the police, 4 of 77 beds and are near capacity.
5 emergency medical services, hospitals nor churches or 5 Currently, we are already sleeping more
6 rescue missions, shelters, like CityTeam Ministries 6 than five times the number that the Atlantic City
7 can endure the concentration of problems that 7 Rescue Mission was prior to gaming arriving in that
8 predominantly gaming only venues will visit upon us. 8 city.
9 For over 30 years, Chester's reputation 9 If we haven't experienced even remotely
10 kept people from coming here. When the racino was 10 close to Atlantic City's putting significant more
11 fully operational, planners anticipate 15 to 17,000 11 numbers of people on our streets with no place to go,
12 visitors per day, who would bring with them many 12 what happens then?
13 problems. 13 These are very real and near concerns.
14 Lessons learned from the Atlantic City 14 Regarding the long term, with no exit strategy,
15 experience are important and pertinent to our 15 should the gaming industry eventually decide to pull
16 testimony today. | dare say that there is hardly a 16 out of the City of Chester, which could happen for a
17 person here today who hasn't been to Atfantic City 17 number of reasons, it certainly wouldn't be the first
18 and either heard, read, or seen firsthand some of the 18 time something in the City of Chester had pulled out.
19 sad stories that have happened in that town over the 19 What happens then? What will be left behind is
20 last 28 years. 20 increased blight and homelesshess.
21 Atlantic City and Chester are both simitar 21 To date, | have not heard any discussion
22 in population size, between 35 and 37,000 people. 22 about this. Perhaps some serious consideration
...~ However, Chester is part of a major metropolitan 23 shouid be given establishing a rainy day fund or
-+ area, whereas Atlantic City is not. 24 other aiternatives for that reason.
25 In the late 1970s, the Atlantic City Rescue 25 At CityTeam, we foresee at least three of
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our programs being impacted to the poorest of our
poor neighborhoods.
The first is our Addiction Recovery

- Program. Large numbers of gamblers coming to town

will bring with them many issues, including gambling
addictions.

Itis generally accepted that people with
one addiction are more a risk to develop another. 30
percent of substance abusers mee the criteria for
gambling problems and 50 percent of problem gambiers
meet the criteria for substance abusers.

CityTeam's experience across ali six
cities that we operate drug and alcohol recovery
programs point to a fundamental relationship between
these addicfive behaviors.

We have a lot of experience in working with
drug and alcohol addicts just here in Delaware
Valley.

A large percentage of the 35 to 40 men in
our recovering program are also suffering from gaming
addictions.

In addition, our homeless shelter will see
increased numbers of people coming to town and
straining the shelters,

The public feeding program, increased
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requires the casinos to contribute a said amount to
each rescue mission and/or human service organization
dealing with homeless and addictions within that set
radius.

This amount needs to be determined by the
number of people the organization sees per month and
the actual services provided.

This way, as a service organization and
numbers increases over time, they will be able to
fund more of the growing population.

PRESIDING OFFICER SIMMONS: Thank you,
Mr. Williams. You may submit the rest of your
testimony to the clerk.

Will Mr. DelGado, Mr. Brinkley -- no, |
need you to stand to be swomn - Miss Carroll, Ms.
Salzman, Miss Cummings, please rise and raise your
right hand to be sworn.

Do you all swear or affirm that the
testimony you're about to give shall be the truth,
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help
you God?

THE WITNESSES: | do.

PRESIDING OFFICER SIMMONS: Mr. DelGado,
would you please approach the podium.

MR. DELGADO: Good morning to the members
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numbers of people coming to this town will strain all
providers with free hot meals.

Based on the information that we have
learned from other rescue missions in the early
stages, we can expect to see, and | quote, busloads
of people begin to appear for our public evening
meals. :

I'm going to go directly to our request and
recommendations. You can see the rest of our
comments in the written script that I've left with
you.

It is our understanding that the statute is
now written provides $1.5 million statewide to treat
casino patrons and employees with suspected and known
compulsive and problem gambling behaviors.

In addition to this, we also ask the
Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board to make allocation
for direct financial assistance for rescue missions,
shelters, soup kitchens, churches and other
established and social service organizations, whose
primary business is providing food, shelter, and
addiction recovery that are within a ten mile radius

. of the casinos.

| would suggest that an agreement be put in
piace and perhaps through the gaming regulations that
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of the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board, to the
local residents, and the media.

My name is Marcus DelGado. 1am vice
president of for Asociacion Puertorriquenos en
Marcha. I'm here to read testimony on behalf of the
president and CEO, Nilda Ruiz.

Nilda Ruiz, President and CEO of Asociacion
Puertorriquenos en Marcha, a social service and
community deveiopment organization.

We have been a fixture in north central
Philacelphia for over 35 years. Almost everybody in
the community has had some extended contact with APM,
whether in our housing and economic development
programs or in our extensive social services.

We are here because we care for what is
best for the people we serve. Over 120,000 Latinos
flive and work in Philadelphia.

While the city's population decreased in
the last census report, the Latino population has
increased and invigorated the city's economy.

Our neighborhood, which is next to the
proposed site for the casino, is the home of the
great majority of Latinos.

Because our agency works with many of the
people you hope to be your employees and your
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customers, we worry about the social effects the
casinos will have on our neighborhoods.
Casinos need to provide an extra layer of
social support, day and night care for children to

- help families take jobs at alt hours of the day,

improved transportation to get work at odd times and
improve capacity to perform well so that our people
cannot only get jobs but keep them so they and their
families can prosper.

We're concerned about the negative effects
in gambling in the community, We serve communities
of low income families. We worry that family members
will squander their resources and create additional
burdens in the same neighborhood where young men and
woman fall too easily as prey to other addictions.

We would like to see job training for
inexperienced and displaced workers to join the
workforce in well compensated jobs. We would like to
see social and health services become more available
to the many underserved people in our neighborhood.

No, we do not expect everything to happen
at once but we must maintain the health and welfare
of our community.

Thank you very much for your attention, and
| wish you luck in making the right decision. Thank
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our community, the advent of casine gambling.

For your information, the Abbottsford Home
Development is the most immediately situated
residential area amongst all of the most
presentations expected before you,

Currently, the location for the Trump
Gaming Initiatives main interest will be situated at
Henry and Roberis Avenue. This location is located
directly across from the development.

A main traffic artery proposed by this
venture would be the Roberts Avenue corridor by way
of Stockley Street adjacent to the Route 1 corridor.

The proposed site of this ventureis
located in the East Falls section of the city. In
order for this Commission to appreciate the concerns
of the residents of the Abbottsford community, we
need to provide you some historical perspective
conceming Abbottsford.

What [ would like ~ | have presented on
the record for the Commissioners review an article
from a group that studies casino gambling. The title
-- it says casino gambling in Atlantic City, a sure
bet for whom?

| won't go through it all because |'ve made
copies of it, but | would like to read some abstracts

S OO0~ O PR

"
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
18
20
21
22

62

you.

PRESIDING OFFICER SIMMONS: Thank you very
much.

Mr. Brinkley?

MR. BRINKLEY: For the record, it's
pronounced Brinkley.

PRESIDING OFFICER SIMMONS: What is it,
sir?

MR. BRINKLEY: Brinkley, with a K.

PRESIDING OFFICER SIMMONS: Let the record
reflect that.

MR. BRINKLEY: Greetings. My name is Greg
Brinkley. I'm here today on behalf of the
Abbottsford Home Tennant Management Corporation.

In addition, | come here foday speaking as
a long term fixture in this community, having lived
in this development for a significant period of time.

| was raised in this complex and to date
continue to have siblings who reside within the
confines of this development.

On behalf of the Tenant Management
Corporation and the residents of this development,

. thank you for providing this community with the
“ opportunity fo speak on this most important and

significant fife altering event to present itself to
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because | was here yesterday.

It was very interesting when | listened to
Mr. Bob Pickus from Trump Casino indicate when he
talked about the traffic study that no residential
area would be affected by the traffic study, we, the
Abbottsford Home is directly across the street,

it is home to 1,000 residents,
predominantly kids, approximately 750 kids in the
neighborhood. It was rather striking to me because
we have meetings with Mr. Pickus where he has been on
that site.

For him -- | just wanted to -- he said that
yesterday, that the traffic wouldn't affect that
area, and it certainly would.

In addition to that, it's important for the
Commission to know that on that same corridor of
Roberts Avenue, there's a playground and there's a
baskethall court that sits right where most of the
traffic would come. There's an incline there where
the children play and have played for years.

Abbottsford has been a fixture for 60
years, I is a Federally funded housing development
and the concerns of the residents are heightened by
the advent of casino gambling.

| will just abstract from what | think you
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1 need to know. This is a comprehensive study that 1 summed up in the following quote by Pierre
2 deals with the casinos in Atlantic City from sfart to 2 Hollingsworth, retired Atlantic City Fire Chief and
3 finish. 3 former president of the Local National Association
It talks about the community or development 4 for the Advancement of Colored People.
reinvestment authority, when that was created and 5 Will more casinos make the difference?
6 changes that went on before Atlantic City up to 1999. 6 How? You have 13 now and you still have rundown
7 This is the latest data that we have, but 7 neighborhoods everywhere.
8 we had a gentleman speak at a community meeting that 8 Atlantic Avenue is dead as a doornail.
9 we had where he actually talked about this is still 9  Pacific is shot and you still have double digit
10 going on. |justwant to read a few exerts. 10 unemployment. That's how much casinos have heiped
1 This paper examines the impact of casino 11  Atlantic City so far.
12 gambling as a tour of economic development and urban 12 What are five or six more going to do for
13 revitalization in Atlantic City, New Jersey. 13 the people who live here because nobody cares about
14 Focusing on the legal frame, working with 14 the people who live here. That's very important.
15 redevelopment has occurred and balance of power 15 You will get info -- once you read that, you will get
16  within the redevelopment partnership. 16 into more detail because it actually provides figures
17 It argues that the consequences of casino 17 and it actually challenges some of the comments that
18 driven growth have not been evenly distributed. 18 were made by Mr. Trump yesterday.
19  Although casino gambling in Atlantic City has created 19 Yes, it will be vibrant. Yes, it will be
20 thousands of jobs and generated billions of dollars 20 valued but for who? | come before this Commission
21 in tax revenue, it has done little to revive the 21 today. | don't have -- I'm not Boyz 2 Men. I'm not
22 City's high level of unemployement and city small 22 Pat Croce. We don't have none of that.
23 businesses or revitalize the city's most distressed 23 | represent Miss Jones. | represent Ms.
24 neighborhoods. 24 Hood. | represent the people. This is what this is
25 Another excerpt from that is some low 25 about, the advent of casino gambling.
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. income homeowners have not been able fo afford the 1 The residents in Abbottsford voted against
2 increase in property taxes while many landlords have 2 casino gambling after even knowing and hearing the
3 raised rents to cover costs. 3 proposal about the 900 jobs.
4 As a result, many of the resorts low income 4 Because when you talk about the jobs,
5 residents, particularly senior citizens and 5 that's a great public relations representation. But
6 minorities, have been pushed out of their housing. A 6 when you get into the specifics of the jobs and this
7 social fabric of the neighborhoods they inhabited has 7 Commission, when you talk about the employment and
8 been destroyed. 8 the disclosure form, first of all, there's a fee for
9 ronically, like the resort small business 9 that $350.
10 owners, many of the residents displaced by 10 So if you're talking about creating jobs
11 redevelopment efforts had voted in favor of the 11 for peopie who don't have jobs, where are they going
12 referendum with the hope that casino gambling would 12 to get that money from?
13 revitalize the neighborhoods. 13 Then you talk about more or less the
14 For many of Atlantic City's poor and 14 criminal background, even if they pass that. That's
15 minority residents, casino gambling has not met 15 a 50-page document that asks you everything about, if
16 expectations. Proponents of casino gambling assert 16 you have an insurance claim or your old girlfriend.
17 that the residents of Atlantic City have expected too 17 | understand the frustration that people
18  much. 18 will have. I'm not so sure that we actually have
19 However, resident expectations were largely 19 that market to facilitate the type of jobs that
20 shaped by promises made by state and local - and 20 Mr. Pickus represented here yesterday.
21 local officials. 21 What | will say is this: The majority of
22 The last thing | want to read from here is 22 those jobs and | have union background for 22 years
" this, Many long-time residents distrust the 23 and I've negotiated contracts. | do know this, that
-« Government and the industry. The skepticism and 24 those jobs and this document illustrates that will be
25 frustration felt by many of the resort's residents is 25 low paying jobs, no question about that, although
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the persons that are evaluating this situation to
residents that are there.

Although the residents there don't own
their homes, a lot of residents work. They're
taxpayers. More importantly, there is something that
money can't buy.

A lot of them have established
relationships, raised families there. Whenever
persons think about public housing, we still have
that love and that respect for one another.

Abbottsford, even though it's a public
housing development, is one of the safest areas in
that area and that can supported by the crime blotter
from the 39th Police District.

People stay at Abbottsford because it is
safe because it's homebound. No one, Pat Croce, Boyz
2 Men, none of those gentlemen or entities said what
they would do if Abbottsford was affected, and it
will be affected because of the higher rents that
they are charging of the people in Abbottsford.
Thank you very much.

[ R R R . R . e A e I e e
A AN A OO ANPGRS @@~ b —~

69 Il

1 they take exception with that. _ 1 name is Julie Stapleton Carroll. 1am the chief

2 I'm going to tell you why. When you look 2 executive officer of the Wissahickon Charter School.

3 at the figures that Mr. Pickus talked about 3 I'm here to represent the Board of Trustees, parents,
" yesterday, the jobs that they propose or the amount 4 faculty and students of Wissahickon Charter School.

of wages are like 11 to $12, that does nof support 5 We are a kindergarten through eighth grade,

6 the higher rents that is going to be affected by the 6 eco-friendly public charter school serving 410

7 advent of casino gambling. 7 students in Northwest Philade!phia.

8 When you get - those jobs that pay the 8 In September of 2002, we opened our doors

9  $350, everybody is going to meet that so you have the 9 at 4700 Wissahickon Avenue directly around the corner
10 lower paying jobs of those persons that are not part 10 from the proposed TrumpStreet Casino development.

11 of the licensing procedure. 1 We are a community of learners who take

12 If | was negotiating that contract, there 12 pride in being active members of the community. We

13 would be a two tier wage system. There would be a 13 have built many positive relationships with local

14 wage for those persons that have a license because 14 community groups, including the Friends of Frenhill

15 they have more to lose and more to gain versus those 15 Park, the neighbors of Deacon and Robert Streets,

16 persons who don't. 16 Resources for Human Development and the Association
17 Those that are in the lower rim of that are 17 for Independent Growth.

18 those persons who will clean in those situations, 18 Service learning or community service is an

19 situations similar to that. 19 important piece of our educational structure, and we

20 | want to say this, the city -- the city's 20 strive to teach our students of the importance of

21 task force, when they did a polling that they said in 21 being active members of society.

22 theirimpact study, it's ironic, not one person was 22 As an educational institution of many

23 asked from the Abbottsford community, which sits 23 neighborhood children, there are serious questions

24  directly across the street. 24 that our parents and staff have about the benefits of

25 - It's almost like they are trying to ignore 25 a casino establishment in our community.
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Our concerns specifically relate to the
projected increase in traffic on an already dangerous
road, which is Wissahickon Avenue, the potential for
intoxicated patrons of casino driving in close
proximity of our school and students, the uncertainty
of what other businesses may thrive near a slots
parlor and the lack of clarity with regards to the
specific benefits for our community and our role in
the decision making process.

Finally, many of us are concerned about
sending our students a mixed message concerning
social practices with potentially negative
consequences.

I'l be honest with you, however, that we
have been presently surprised by the openness,
responsiveness, and accessibility of Trump
Entertainment Incorporated and their partners in the
TrumpStreet project.

Not only have they made themselves
available to our board, our staff, and our parents,
they have responded thoughtfully to our concern and

22 PRESIDING OFFICER SIMMONS: Thank you very demonstrated a commitment to addressing them should
. much, Brinkley. this process move forward.

e Julie Stapleton Carroll. The proposed traffic solution outlined in

25 MS. STAPELTON CARROLL: Good morning. My their application to the Gaming Board would actually

ARCHIVE REPORTING SERVICE (717) 234-5922




<« M

— ’
IS wooae.

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

73
serve to lessen the traffic issues that we already
face on Wissahickon Avenue.
We also recognize the potential for

~ economic growth that can be generated from the

establishment of a large scale enterprise, such as
the TrumpStreet Casino.

Given our interactions with members of the .
Trump Organization thus far, we have no reason to
believe that they will not uphold their stated
commitment fo us, to be active and positive members
of our community.

As such, our community is conflicted. Our
Board has adopted a resolution that I'll read to you
NOW.

Whereas, the Wissahickon Charter Schooi
Board of Trustees, the Board recognizes that with
regard to the proposed Trump Casino located on the
Budd site in close proximity to the school, there are
those within the WCS community with concerns about
negative impacts the casino may have on the school,
its community, and its mission.

And whereas, the Board also recognizes that
there are those within the WCS community who see the
possibility for positive partnerships among the
school, the casino, and its partners and the
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New Kensington Community Development
Corporation has been around for 21 years. We're
located in the Fishtown, New Kensingfon and Port
Richmond section of the city.

Our neighborhood actually has two of the
casinos directly within our boundaries. One of the
casinos is about three blocks from us. So we have
Pinnacle, SugarHouse, and then Riverwalk, which is
right outside of our neighborhood.

Our neighborhood started as a small fishing
village back in the late 1600s. Pinnacle is actually
right next to the site where Cramp Shipyard used to
be. We also have Penn Treaty Park within the
boundaries of our neighborhood, which is where
William Penn made his famous treaty with the Indians.

Our neighborhood is very historic and very
old, which is one of the problems that we have
because of our smal side streets but we'll get to
that.

The neighborhood, we've had a number of
community meetings with the neighbors. We haven't
had any real opposition to this. However, we do have
many, many concerns about the gambling coming into
our neighborhood.

Our area over the past few years has

74

. community at large.
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And whereas, the Board does not feel there
is enough of a consensus around either of these
perspectives to take a strong position either for or
against the proposed Trump Casino.

Therefore, be it resolved that the Board of
Trustees of the Wissahickon Charter School takes a
position of official neutrality regarding the
proposed Trump Casino Development and that a
representative of the Board will testify to this
position at the hearing scheduled for April 2006.

in the spirit of our mission that strives
to teach our children to be active members of their
community and to take ownership of decisions, we
intend on being active participants in whatever is
developed in the Budd site regardless of the outcome
of these hearings. | thank you for your time and
consideration.

PRESIDING OFFICER SIMMONS: Thank you very
much.

Sandy Salzman?

MS. SALZMAN: My name is Sandy Salzman.

- I'm executive director at New Kensington Community

Development Corporation. | should walk up a little
further so you can hear me, right?
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started to see a revitalization, Girard Avenue, we've
been working with the Girard Avenue Coalition fo
bring back the commercial strip along that area.

We've also been working with the Department
of Commerce to bring back Frankford Avenue as an arts
corridor.

With gambling, what will happen we're
concerned is that having all of this traffic coming
over Girard Avenue and Frankford Avenue could be an
impediment to the further revitalization of our area,
because peopte will not be able to get to the
businesses because there's so much traffic, but we do
recognize that this here, if done properly, could
really be a boom for our neighborhood.

We recognize that this will bring jobs to
the area. It could also have a spill over effect
with economic development.

There will also be entertainment in our
area, but we recognize that if it is not done
properly that it really could be a deterrent to
future development in our neighborhood.

It could also impact greatly on the quality
of life of our residents. So those are things that
we are really concerned about.

However, we're most concerned that there is
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an option to have two casinos in our neighborhood.
While everybody recognizes fairly well that we don't
have a say in this, we do recognize that if we had
one, we could probably live with it and make it work

and they are willing to work with the community, but
two casinos in our neighborhood would really be a

18,000 cars would be coming through our
neighborhood with just one casino, doubling that or
gven tripling that with two would really be something
that could be very problematic. So we are hoping
that you would not put two within our neighborhood.

Let's see. As | was saying, we are really
concerned about the traffic. As you heard from the
casino operators yesterday, one of the biggest
problems is that all of the traffic, especially
southbound traffic, will dump onto Girard Avenue from
1-95.

From there, it will have to go down our
small streets to get down to Delaware Avenue. Our
streets are typically one lane wide. Houses are
built right up to the street so they're not set back.

So there's maybe 50 feet from house to house with one
lane of traffic.
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pictures in there of our small streets, just so that
you can get, you know, a feel for what I'm tatking
about.

We also have some concerns about how
Philadeiphia has been disenfranchised from this whole
process.

This House has passed a Bill stating that
the City of Philadelphia has absolutely no rights -
over zoning or anything else. That's a concern that
we have and we would hope that there could be some
kind of a solution and that the Senate and the
Governor doesn't sign that bill.

But for now, we are also concerned about
liguor laws. We don't know, for example, we
understand these casinos are going to be open 24/7.

In Pennsylvania, you have to stop serving
liquor at, what, 2, 3:00, if you're a private club.

Will the casinos be exempt from that? That's one of
the questions we have that nobody has been able to
answer.

Will they be able to serve liquor 24/77 It
happens in Atlantic City so we're assuming it's going
to happen but that is a worriment for us.

We also just, you know, want to thank you
for at least allowing us to have a voice in these
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18,000 cars going down there is going to
really be problematic. Frankford Avenue, which is
the major street that people talk about traffic going
down, if you've never been on it, it sounds like if's
a big boulevard but it's not. It's two lanes of
traffic.

There is plans by PennDOT to put a new
interchange so that |-95 will go over onto Delaware
Avenue. That is not scheduled to happen until 2011.

We believe this needs to happen and happen
now if this is going to happen because otherwise,
it's just going to be impossibie to get around our
neighborhood.

So we would hope that the Gaming Commission
would help us to work with PennDOT and with whoever
is the licensee to make sure that this would happen
at around the same time that the casino would open
because otherwise, | just really worry about our
children.

| mean, traffic, the pollution -- we
already -- we just heard there was a study out that
asthma is up 25 percent in children due to traffic

streets is just going to be horrendous.

| did have a handout. There are some
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hearings, because we don't feel that we have had much
of a voice up until this point.

In conclusion, | would like to say that,
you know, our waterfront is really a great historic
and cultural asset for our neighborhood.

We need to have this done right. So any
help you can give us in making sure that that happens
we would really appreciate. Thank you.

PRESIDING OFFICER SIMMONS: Thank you very
much.

| remind all of you, if you have any extra
testimony, fo give it to our clerk seated to my right
on the floor.

Bonita Cummings?

MS. CUMMINGS: Good morning, Gaming
Commission Members, to the communify and the media.
My name is Bonita Cummings, Director of Strawberry
Mansion Community Concern, elected Committeewoman,
28th Ward, 13th Division, community activist, and
Multi-Community Alliance member.

George Washington, former President and one
of six founding fathers of the Constitution of the
United States, said, Government is not reason. It is
not eloquence. It is a force.

Like fire, it is a dangerous servant and a
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fearful master. Never for a moment should it be left

to irresponsible action.
Further, the Declaration of Independence
states that all men are created equal, that they are

 endowed by their creator with certain unalienable

rights and among these are life, liberty, and the
pursuit of happiness, that to secure these rights
Government are instituted among men deriving their
just powers from the consent of the governed, that
whenever any form of Government becomes destructive
over these ends, it is the right of the people to
alter or to abolish it and to institute new
Government, laying its foundation on such principles
and organizing its powers in such form as to them
shall seem most likely to affect their safety and
happiness.

The Tiago, Allegheny, Hunting Park, East
Falls, Ridge Avenue, Germantown, and Strawberry
Mansion neighborhoods would surround the proposed
slot parlor at the Budd site in Philadelphia where in
pursuit of that safety, life, liberty, and happiness,
forming alliances, learning together, and planning
economic development, building playgrounds,
libraries, helping our youth, restore historical and
cultural pride with our anti-bondage day festival,
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and unanimously say no.

Our repeated meetings, petitions, surveys,
and pleas have been answered by interested parties,
only with repeated injury, each occurrence more
savage than the one before it.

The matter of slot parlors, there really is
no such thing as the neighborhood closest to or
furthest from. We're one community.

Still, the question of the impact to the
neighboring Strawberry Mansion has not been fully
considered or answered.

Full disclosure, still the many questions
not answered totally truthful such as state
application fees associated with some of the jobs,
the size $100 or more. Residents feeling hope for
jobs, still aren't aware of every aspect.

Therefore, we ask the Pennsylvania Gaming
Control Board to honor the founding fathers and to
carry out the ultimate act, the ultimate act of
responsibility and do not reward Keystone
Redevelopment or any gaming applicant that would
demean the residents of a community by qualifying
their worth or not and purposefully using deceitful
tactics, bribery, lies, dishonor, and all other
unscrupulous behavior to rip a community apart to
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restoring our commercial corridors, and saving our
heloved MCP Hospital.

Boom. The idea of gambling came to the
mind of State Government and the Budd site on Henry
Avenue, a location for slot parlors.

Suddenly, war was waged against us and a
few short months before it's even a reality, it has
destroyed the lives of our very congenial
relationships, constructive people and community,

The eye of this storm is so ferocious and
violent, it has cowered or silenced our very
immediate righteous pastors, clergy, rabbi, and imam,
leaving their parishioners and church members and
followers hopelessly wandering like the lost sheep
forgetting his very commandment, thou shall not
gamble.

It will only be a miracle or more like the
grace of God that our working relationships ever get
fully restored.

We have pondered the thought posed to us,
should a gambling slot parlor be put in a residential
neighborhood. With this, we took the lead, trying to

_ be responsible and we did what was required.

Our community groups, residents, and the 20

plus Multi-Community Alliance member groups have met
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achieve their means.

Say no to slot parlors at the Budd site on
Henry Avenue in Philadelphia. Set a precedent, send
a strong message that vicious, predatory abuses to a
community will never be honored.

| would also like to say that if I could
wrap my loving arms around my community and around
the community representation and like a mother cat,
lick her kittens' wounds, | would do so. But | am
not at liberty to right the wrongs of men.

However, this Board can do that, and the
viciousness that has aftacked our community and torn
us apart in ways that some of us could never even
fathom can be justified and righted by the decisions
that you make and putting gambling sites in locations
where they have done a great injustice.

Further, the communities would like to not
have to be further torn apart by having our local
legislators not have any input as to where gaming
casinos can be placed in our City of Philadelphia as
it relates to our zoning.

So we ask that all of these conditions be
taken into consideration from our testimony today and
that you do set a precedent and send a strong message
that vicious predatory abuses to a community will

84
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never be honored. Thank you.

PRESIDING OFFICER SIMMONS: Thank you very
much.

At this time, the Board will take a brief
10 to 15 minute break. We will reconvene in 10 to 15
minutes. Thank you.

(Break.)

PRESIDING OFFICER SIMMONS: If we could all
take our seats so we can resume our hearing. Our

~ recess is over and the hearing will now come to

order.
Theresa Johnson-Duncan, if you would please

approach the microphone. Would you raise your right
hand to be sworn.

Do you solemnly swear or affirm that the
testimony you're about to give shall be the truth,
the whole truth and nothing but the truth, so help
you God?

MS. JOHNSON-DUNCAN: Yes, | do.

PRESIDING OFFICER SIMMONS: You may begin,
ma'am.

MS. JOHNSON-DUNCAN: Good morning, a
pleasant good morning - it might be almost afternoon
-- to each of you, members of the Pennsylvania Gaming
Control Board.
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East Falls but also the surrcunding areas in
Germantown, Nicetown, and Tioga.

These meetings that we've been having in
the neighborhood, some small, some large, some small
normal, some loud, some heated about the acceptance
of this opportunity coming into our neighborhood.

| want to say to you that as | worked on
today's remarks, [ reflected on my life in the
neighborhood.

| was born in the neighborhood, and 1
remember the Budd Company. | remember
Midvale-Hippinstall. 1remember Morris Wheeler. In
fact, my first job was at the Cinderelia dress
factory.

So many of my friends that | grew up with,
their parents worked for the Budd site. They worked
for the other agencies. You know, it was a nice
community.

We had supermarkets. We had various kinds
of stores. It was really an interesting kind of
thing.

Well, those kinds of things have changed
over the years and the Budd Company closed, Morris
Wheeler was sold off and our little pocket kind of
became isolated.
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| want to thank you for the privilege and
the opportunity to just kind of talk with you for a
few brief moments about this project called
TrumpStreet in our area and what it could mean to the
northwest section of the Cify of Philadelphia.

My name is Theresa Johnson-Duncan. I'm
proud today to represent the Whittington-Finch
Housing Corporation of Philadelphia.

It is a nonprofit housing corporation that
has provided technical assistance. It's provided
housing consultant, development, and rehabilitation
services not only here in Philadelphia but also in
Maryland and in several cities and communities in
Virginia since 1983.

We continue to work in the East Fails
section of the City of Philadelphia and more
specifically on a neighborhood of Deacon Street 2600
and Roberts Avenue. They are adjacent to the Budd
Commerce Center.

Before | really get into the substance of
my testimony today, | would like to thank Preferred
Real Estate Investments Association, Mr. Bob Pickus

regarding the commitment, not only to this project in
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We just actually saw that our community was
going down. There was a presence of isolation,
exclusion, if you will, by other groups in the area
and our youth had no real employment opportunities.

Our neighborhood became that of gapped
tooth housing where there was some houses on blocks,
other houses were torn down by city agencies,

So we had no solid homeowner base. We had
not provided anymore of that steady tax revenue that
we had before to the city.

What changed all of that? Our country, of
course, and our corporations decided to take our jobs
and go elsewhere, our livelihood outside of the
United States for lower wages and bigger profits, we
understand that but our families began to suffer
because of the layoffs and because of the
joblessness. It's definitely taken its toll.

We've lost, as | said before, our housing
stock and many today remain vacant, some were
demolished and it lessens our property values.

So that some of the symptoms that we've
seen is a sense of abandonment, no communication,
just virtual the haves and have nots where we're
contiguously set, a neglect and abuse of our parks
and just comprises stress on the population there.
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very talented and very skilled professionals who live
and work in the area, some at Temple University as
professors, others who are at local schools in the
area.

So what we're seeing is that these people
would be interested in remaining in the community if
something viable could happen on a long-term basis.

Core businesses that were there before
would come back. They would locate on the Budd site.
| think a lot of the information has been people are
just, you know, they're looking at one particular
thing and any type of economic development people
know that there have to be anchor tenants, They have
to be people there on the long term.

| think that people, adults, make conscious
decisions, knowing the consequences when they want to
partake of something.

| think overall that the ability for this

_ organization, this particular applicant, the Keystone

Partners, to deal with the infrastructure that has
really been riddled and torn apart by large trucks
over a period of time coming down in our area on

.Wissahickon Avenue, on Roberts Avenue.

We're looking at the possibility of a new
highway being done so that people could live in
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paycheck, they really think about putting their lives
hack together.

* | think there's a commitment on the part of
this applicant that has been working with us in our
neighborhood that we feel that we can monitor, trust,
and watch. | think that's what any of the
neighborhoods would be doing.

My father had a saying with that, what can
a watchdog teach us about honesty, integrity, and
economic development. The answer is, if you make the
right choice, you only need one.

Finally, | would like to look at some
similarities between baseball, which is one of my
favorite sports, and economic development, just a few
little items here.

It's competitive. It's team versus team,
location verse location. If you don't understand how
the game is played, you won't win.

Spectators and owners expect results; and
no matter how talented the players are, they cannot
win without quality coaching and error can cost you
the game,

Wins are produced by base hits, not just
home runs. Have a plan for the season and a game
plan.
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1 But let me say to you that we at 1 peaceful enjoyment, enjoy the Fernhill Park that is

2 Whittington-Finch feel as though there's some 2 there.

3 solvability here with what is left. 3 The other hig piece, | believe, is the

. We've seen something that occurred, sort of 4 accessibility. The transportation is wonderful with

- aparadigm shift, if you will. So that the 5 Route 1, 76, Hunting Park Avenue. Even when the Budd
6 possibility of economic development, businesses, 6 Company had some 20,000 workers, you could get

7 small businesses, companies coming in the area, the 7 anywhere in the city within 15 to 20 minutes.

8 possibility of new housing, new growth, and yes, of 8 | think the accessibility for the residents

9 course, the most recent, the possibility of a slots 9 and possible business is really a successful kind of
10 casino and entertainment complex. 10 point.
11 We've taken a lot of surveys as many other 11 All of these, | think, factors kind of lead
12 groups have done. We've gotten some very important 12 to the community being a renewing spirit. They
13 feedback and | just want to share a few things with 13 actually feel that there is going to be some hope
14 you before | close. 14 thatis actually going to have coming back to their
15 One of the points that we noticed that it 15 community, an essence and a quality of a real
16 was obvious that many residents that live in this 16 community, a real neighborhood again.
17 area really care about the positive possibilities and 17 | remember we used to have a Penn fruit
18 the activities that can come from such a development, 18 store, an AMP store. We used to walk to the stores.
19 and also from the commitments that these 19  We don't have that anymore.
20 organizations and their individuals have made to the 20 People talk about crime. Crime is
21 residents. 21 everywhere. 1remember as a kid when the police came
22 We also know that this type of investment 22 o our school, we thought somebody got sick. That's
23 would be long term, something that will sustain the 23 not the case today.
24 community and the residents. 24 | think that if people are able to have
25 We aiso have a lot of our residents who are 25 jobs, meaningful jobs, training, when they have a
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PRESIDING OFFICER SIMMONS: Thank you very

much.
MS. JOHNSON-DUNCAN: Thank you.
PRESIDING OFFICER SIMMONS: At this fime,

~ we're going to change to our individual testimony.

I'm going to ask that all individuals who are here to
testify please rise so that you can be sworn.

* Would you raise your right hands? Do you
solemnly swear or affirm that the testimony that
you're about to give in these hearings shall be the
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so
help you God?

THE WITNESSES: | do.

PRESIDING OFFICER SIMMONS: You may be
seated. Our first speaker this morning is Dr. Cora
Turpin.

MS. TURPIN: Good morning. My name is
Dr. Cora M. Turpin. | have been a resident of
Northern Liberties since 1977.

| have come to plead to the Gaming Control
Board to address issues of resident welfare for those
long-time residents who will be greatly impacted by
the establishment of casinos in this area.

Establishing partnerships and coalitions
between residents, nonprofit groups, the 501(c)(3)s
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increasing their income, older residents have fixed
income and diminishing Social Security benefits.

The time has long passed for Philadelphians
to sacrifice dollars that benefit everybody else as
our schools decay, our neighborhoods deteriorate,
public services minimized, and our seniors and
children do without.

Philadelphia is the birth place of many
industries that have netted billions of dollars.

These dollars have not benefited the city in the long
run.

For example, Silicon Valley has an enviable
standard of living while we suffer with all of these
city problems.

Casinofresident/nonprofit coalitions can
develop effective means to erase the perceived
scourge this business brings.

Let us change the disastrous consequences
of Atlantic City and bring this to a win/win
situation where everyone benefits. | have the whole
submission here.

PRESIDING OFFICER SIMMONS: You can give it
to the clerk.

MS. TURPIN: Okay.

PRESIDING OFFICER SIMMONS: Thank you very
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* before 2005 and the casinos will mitigate expected

cost increases, as well as quality of living
problems,
Only a fraction of the billions projected
in casino profits will be needed to support
humanitarian efforts by subsidizing mortgages, taxes,
and additional expenses related to the establishment
of the casinos by providing funding for property
maintenance, property improvement, landscaping, show
removal, tree pruning, tree planting, fencing and
other needs necessary for quality homes in the casino
environment, by supporting community gardens, open
spaces, and recreation areas, by making significant
contribution to senior programs that address senior
needs, by establishing area supermarkets and other
essential services, by providing adequate security
and technological surveiliance, by assisting in the
implementation of excellent educational programs in
public schools and private venues, and by employing
and training community residents as a priority in
this enterprise.
While new residents are given tax
. abatements for ten years, oider residents have had

" exponential increases in their taxes.

While new residents have opportunities for
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Michael Shechtman?

Let me remind the individual speakers that
you have three minutes and that the yellow light, you
have 30 seconds to wrap up your testimony; and the
red light, we ask you to stop.

MS. SHECHTMAN: Good morning, members of
the Board, I'm Michael A. Shechtman, Esquire. I'm
here on hehalf of my client, Penn Treaty Park Place
Limited, the owners of a multi-story commercial
office building located at 1341 North Delaware
Avenue.

I'm offering comment on specific aspects of
the PNK proposal as they pertain to the termination
of Beach Street in a cui-de-sac at Dyott Street.

This proposal will necessitate the
alteration of SEPTA Bus Route 43 traffic, as well as
ingress and egress to my client's building for its
tenants and commercial deliveries and most
importantly emergency vehicles; thus, adversely
impacting SEPTA riders, as well as long existing
commercial businesses in the area.

Beach Street is a necessary thoroughfare
for SEPTA riders and for commercial tenants at Penn
Treaty Park Place.
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1 would like to point out that
approximately 500 to 600 people per day work at Penn
Treaty Park Place.

SEPTA Route 43 southbound fraverses Beach
Street to Penn Treaty Park and then onto Columbia
Avenue and then south onto Delaware Avenue.

The SEPTA stop on Columbia Avenue is
designed for a handicapped pickup so that bus patrons
utilizing wheelchairs do not have to cross Delaware
Avenue during rush hour or during any hours for that
matter.

Beach Street is also a necessary
thoroughfare for access for the 1-95 northbound ramp
at Aramingo Avenue. Delaware Avenue is a divided
highway at this juncture. There is no U-turn
available.

Vehicles can only turn right on to Delaware
Avenue, then to Beach Street, then to Penn Treaty
Park Place to gain access to Penn Treaty Park Place.

In addition, Beach Street is also available
as an alternative route to Richmond Street if
northbound Delaware Avenue is blocked with either
rush hour traffic for the 1-95 northbound ramp or if
an accident is tying up traffic at Richmond and
Aramingo. Beach Street allows traffic to flow north
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Gina Snyder.

MS. SNYDER: Good morning, Chairman and
members of the Board. Thank you very much for the
opportunity to speak today.

My name is Gina Snyder. | live in East
Falls. I'm the director of the East Falls
Development Corporation, the organization dedicated
to the economic revitalization of East Falis.

The proposed TrumpStreet project is in East
Falls and falls within our planning area. We are
also a member of the Multi-Community Alliance.

I'm here today speaking not on behalf of my
organization because our organization, the
community's voice actually comes through the East
Falls Community Council who is speaking tomorrow but
| did want to give you some information.

| live within a mile of the proposed
TrumpStreet location. First, regarding the selectlon
criteria of iocation.

The MCA came together because the developer
bought this land with the hope of developing it well
before TrumpStreet was proposed. The Budd site will
be developed regardless of this proposal.

We are leading a master planning process on
Henry Avenue with the support of State Representative
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on to Richmond.

if any slot parlor facility is erected on
North Delaware Avenue and continued vehicular traffic
on Beach Street is blocked off or is not allowed to
traverse rather, this will be crucial for safety on
North Delaware Avenue by allowing a second means of
access in addition to Delaware Avenue for emergency
equipment to the area in general and to Penn Treaty
Park Place specifically.

In addition, the anticipating increase of
volume of vehicular traffic will substantially
increase on North Delaware Avenue.

If this approval by PNK is approved and
access to Beach Street is terminated, the area
surrounding Penn Treaty Park Place will certainly
experience gridlock, which will be deleterious and
detrimental to the commercial tenants of Penn Treaty
Park Place, as well as the surrounding businesses and
residents to the area.

On behalf of my client, Penn Treaty Park
Place, and the tenants of the buildings and the
residents of the area, | wish to thank you for the

. opportunity to address the Board.

PRESIDING OFFICER SIMMONS: Thank you,
r. Shechtman.
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Joel Williams and Councilman Michael Nutter and
engaging in the community in a planning process to
make sure that Henry Avenue looks good and works in
the neighborhood. That will happen as the
communities work together.

Second, you're looking at the local impact
in your selection criteria. [ want you to know that
the community process has been a good community
process. ‘
We provided non-biased materials to the
neighborhoods in their community meetings. We
provided PowerPoint materials. We provided surveys
that asked people if they were pro and con and also
gave them an option of saying they supported with
particular criteria if they only wanted the slots
parlor with certain criteria.

After all of these surveys --and I'm not
just talking about East Falls. I'm talking about all
of the residential neighborhoods around the area --
the resounding vote has been no. Thatis simplya
fact.

Actually, that voice has been growing since
the time that we did the surveys, the neutral
surveys. In fact, last week at a preview of the
presentation of yesterday, there was a meeting in our
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1 community. |t was broken up because there was so 1 noise that negatively impact residential properties.
2 much distuption. 2 Ed Goppelt, Philadelphia's own Government
3 On a personal note, | moved into East Falls 3 expert, applied the Nevada findings to the five
. because it's a beautiful, residential neighborhood. 4 casino locations proposed for Philadelphia.

We don't live near tourist attractions and 5 Using sales data for 2005, his analysis
6 entertainment centers. If's a strong and great 6 shows a potential loss to residents near TrumpStreet
7 housing market in East Falls. 7 of atleast $30.6 million.
8 People are happy with their quality of 8 Robert Elfant, President of
9 life. It's a fragile thing to keep a neighborhood 9 Elfant-Wissahickon Realtors in Northwest
10 like that alive in East Falls. 10 Philadelphia, visited the site and followed the
1 | would urge you in your duty to protect 11 likely routes for accessing and leaving the
12 the public, to protect a neighborhood like East 12 development.
13 Falls. It's a valuable treasure. Thank you. 13 His conclusion is there is the potential
14 PRESIDING OFFICER SIMMONS: Thank youvery | ]14 for a negative impact on East Falls primarily from
15  much. 15 the increase in traffic, which the casino would bring
16 Kathryn J. Keenze. 16 to the area. It certainly seems likely thata
17 MS. KEENZE: Good morning, and thank you 17 percentage of the traffic would find shortcuts to
18 for this opportunity. I'm Kathryn Keenze. |live in 18 major arteries.
19 East Falls on Midvale Avenue under -- within 4,000 19 In closing, | urge this Board to carefully
20 feet of the proposed TrumpStreet. 20 examine the Trump application and impact reports.
21 I'm here to voice my opposition to the 21 The deliberate misrepresentation of a demographics
22 parlor and to speak about the negative impact on 22 and economic vitality of East Falls and other nearby
23 residential properties when casinos are built in 23 neighborhoods are but two of the serious inaccuracies
24 establiished neighborhoods such as East Falls. 24 in the proposal.
25 First, | must put this issue in context but 25 This Board has made absolutely certain that
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telling you that the Trump proposal paints a picture 1 Trump would be a suitable operator, that he has the
2 of a blighted community by arbitrarily drawing 2 professional integrity that is not evident in the
3 boundaries around a limited portion of the impact 3 preparation of this proposal and that he has the
4 area. 4 required financial capacity. Thank you very much,
5 in fact, within a one-mile radius of the 5 PRESIDING OFFICER SIMMONS: Thank you very
6 proposed parlor entrance on Roberts and Henry Avenues 6 much.
7 are many vibrant streets with more than 23,000 homes 7 Samuel Cook?
8 ranging from small row houses to elegant large 8 MR. COOK: Thank you very much, Board. My
9 signals. The area is 82 percent residential. 9 name is Samuel Cook. I'm a committee person, 11th
10 Trump should have studied the impact of a 10 Ward, 4th Division.
11 slots location on residential property values. 11 Yes, | would like to speak about the Tioga
12 Instead, he assumed the commeon view that property 12 United Organization. I'm also a member. | think
13 values will arise producing additional wealth for the 13 over in the west side of Broad Street, we haven't had
14 homeowners and the city. 14 really a good chance of having a good input and good
15 Research by the University of Nevada at Las 15 conversation with the school boards, also health
16 Vegas reports otherwise. In addition to the downtown 16 directors in our community.
17 strip in Las Vegas, there are numerous casinos close 17 Also, we were concerned with meeting with
18 to established residential areas and surrounding 18 the deacons and the religious clergy. In our area,
19 suburbs. 19 also, we would like to have the Gaming Board send out
20 Homes sales data indicate that after a 20 some people to talk to the people on the west side of
21 casino opened, the value of each home within one mile 21 Broad Street around the Temple University Hospital
22 fell as much as 4.6 percent depending on casino size. 22 area.

L While the exact impact may vary depending 23 Right now, we would like to keep the

.. on the city, results from near Las Vegas suggest that 24 process open for the TrumpStreet Casino. Also, we
25 acasino is a nuisance, bringing traffic lights and 25 are right now having a situation where we are
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disputing among each other as far as the community
groups.

| haven't so far seen a lot of input with

side of Broad Street on the 11th Ward, 4th Division
area having any kind of input.

| understand that a lot of people down in
that area, we just did a petition, survey fora
TrumpStreet organization.

We found out once you explained to the
people about a lot of things that can become of this
venture coming into the community, they are becoming
open-minded. ‘

Once you expiain to them that we had
planned on talking to Trump people about health
clinics in the community, daycare clinics, we also
ask for our annual endowment if the slots gaming
proposal do get approved by the Gaming Board.

We also would like to have further studies
by the Pennsylvania Gaming Board on traffic impact
studies.

Also, you know, we would like to hear a
iittie more from the Trump organization about
gambling addiction and how they pian on helping the
community in that area.
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is directly east of Center City.

This site is directly east of Center City
and directly east of a series of Center City
residential neighborhoods, including Society Hill,
Queen Village, Pennsport, South Philadelphia, and a
series of neighborhoods in that vicinity.

Because of the proximity fo Center City and
these residential neighborhoods, locating this
casino, the Foxwoods Casino on this site wili lead o
serious and possibly unmanageable traffic and
congestion problems. That is the second point |
would like you to remember.

This is the site that is adjacent to Center
City and it will lead to serious and possibly
unmanageable traffic problems for this end of
Delaware Avenue and also for the Center City
neighborhoods, which are residential neighborhoods
directly across from this casino location.

Thank you.

PRESIDING OFFICER SIMMONS: Thank you very
much.

Deborah Rudman?

MS. RUDMAN: My name is Deborah Rudman. |
live on Fairmont Avenue, two blocks away from the
proposed Riverwalk Casino site, to the busy
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Also, we're concerned about the crime. We
already know crime do exist as far as right now in
our area, but we're worried about that, bringing this
project when more crime comes to the area.

So a lot of questions haven't been answered
yet. We would like to see the process move forward
so we can get the correct answers and the correct
information for the west side of Broad Street. Thank
you.

PRESIDING OFFICER SIMMONS: Thank you very
much, Mr. Cook.

Mary Kelley? _

MS. KEEFE KELLEY: Thank you and good
morning. I'm here as an individual. | live in
Society Hill and | work in Old City, which is the
neighborhood just north of Society Hill. So!live
at the Fourth and Locus Street area. | work in the
Second and Market Street area.

| want to fix two ideas in your mind in the
next two minutes and that is that | am opposed to
Foxwoods Casino, this casino site for the following
two reasons. This is what | want your fake away

| am against Foxwoods Casinc because this

casino site is located on Columbus Boulevard, which
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intersection of Spring Garden Street and the Delaware
River.

The riverfront is a great asset to the
city, which should be appreciated and profected.

This site does not allow for anything but a narrow
walkway along the river inaccessible to the public.

The Delaware River is being developed
without regard for the enjoyment and ecological
enhancement of our waterfront.

Philadelphia was founded on the betief in
urban green space and this is not as it shouid be
along our river.

It is not too late yet to make this a
priority of urgent environmental concern. There has
not been any real study done to determine the actual
environmental impact to our river upon which we
depend for our drinking water.

Northern Liberties is positively exploding
with new development. This is already a very
congested area with thousands of new residential
units now being built in close proximity.

I'm concerned that the Riverwalk proposal
does not take this into account. Traffic fo
Riverwalk will come down Spring Garden, an already
overcrowded street, that cannot accommodate such an
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1 increase without cutting off alt of the north river 1 PRESIDING OFFICER SIMMONS: Thank you.
2 communities from Old City and downtown. 2 Ana Maitin?
3 It is by far the smallest of the proposed 3 MS. MAITIN: Good morning. | live and
-~ . sites and would force the operator to put expanded 4 work in the Passyunk Square Neighborhood Association
. slots and eventual table games on upper fioors, which 5 area and we don't want Foxwoods here.
6 is not considered best practice in the gaming 6 Foxwoods projected one-mile radius of
7 industry. 7 impact report is completely arbitrary and wrong.
8 My husband and | rehabbed our home 8 in reality, the area of impact would be
9 together. We love the lively creativity of the 8 much wider. People will travel from one hot spotin
10 Northern Liberty's community and want to contribute 10 Philadelphia to another at all hours of the night
11 to that vitality. 11 through our neighborhoods.
12 We regularly participate in a variety of 12 Crime, noise, traffic, and trash wil!
-F13 cultural activities that have made this neighborhood 13 increase along those routes, already shown here to be
14 a well publicized magnet for positive development and 14 a very historic and densely populated area.
15 a model for Philadelphia's renaissance. 18 The neighborhoods adjoining the site are 84
16 A casino attracts those interested in 16 percent residential with the first houses being only
17 gambling and drinking and a casino is designed to 17 450 feet from the casino site.
18 keep people doing just that. The last thing we need 18 Crime rates will skyrocket. Research shows
19 in our neighborhood is another liquor license. 19 that the brain responds to siot machines the same way
20 At the Spring Garden Street Station, | will 20 it does to cocaine, creating psychological addiction
21 no longer feel safe riding home from work at night or 21 and craving.
22 waiting for the train at any time of day. 22 The rate of problem and pathological
23 Those gambling patrons who have spent their 23 gambling doubles within 50 miles of a casino. There
24 last quarter would also be too close to my home for 24 are increases in assault, robbery, DUls, drug
25 comfort. 25 arrests, embezzlement where casinos open.
i 110 112
. At our neighborhood meeting, it was stated 1 Banks, convenient stores, homes, and
2 by aRiverwalk representative that gambling is coming 2 individuals near and along routes fo casinos are most
3 to Philadelphia whether we like it or not. That 3 often victimized.
4 doesn't mean that bad decisions should be made in 4 Between 1990 and 1998, the crime rate in
5 haste. 5 ledyard, Connecticut where Foxwoods now is rose by
6 Riverwalk doesn't have enough land to 6 532 percent.
7 dephase construction, meaning they will have to rush, 7 Atlantic City's increasing crime extended
8 likely, shoddy permanent construction and perhaps 8 outward at least 30 miles to suburban areas and along
9 even miss the legal deadline for opening. 9  highways.
10 They must pay rent to Penn's Landing 10 Crime refated to Connecticut casinos
11 Corporation and because the community has no say in 11 crossed state lines into Rhode Island. 28 years
12 their landlord's operation, Riverwalk is the only 12 after the first Atlantic City casino, the city has
13 applicant not proposing to provide significant 13 three times as many police officers per capita than
14 reinvestment resources directly to the communities of 14 the average for all northeastern cities. Yet, the
15 impact. 15 current crime rate is still more than three times
16 My neighbors and | may aiso see a 16 higher than the national average.
17 significant drop in the value of our homes. A lot 17 Obviously, extra police does not reduce the
18 more damage would be done here than any possible 18 crime rate. Crime is not just statistics as the
19 good. 19 impact reports seem fo suggest.
20 Bringing gambling to Philadelphia should be 20 Each single crime affects many people’s
21 done right. A slots casino on this site will not 21 lives and makes us live in fear. The impact report
22 enhance the environment of the riverfront or the 22 is incomplete and inadequate.
" surrounding community creating unmanageable 23 What happens outside of the casinos? Other
«+ congestion, crime, and a negative impact on our 24 businesses that prey upon the desperate, depressed
25 neighborhood's promising future. Thank you. 25 and addicted. You will see pawn shops, cheap motels,
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check cashing shops, beer stores, and peep shows and,
of course, prostitution and pan handling.

People living nearby will flee the
neighborhoods and the community will crumble. In

" addition to a dramatic increase in car traffic, the

report didn't mention the trucks for service,
deliveries, and pickups, garbage removal, tour buses,
which will add fo the noise pollution and traffic
congestion in the area.

They underestimated the police need.
Foxwoods, the largest of the applicants, has the
lowest estimated policing costs. It makes no sense.

They didn't mention the added weight to the
already overburdened criminal justice system, Tax
money from the casinos will be quickly eaten up by
the cost related to crime.

The statistics in the impact study are
oufdated and don't reflect the current economic and
ethnic mix, | hope you all wili not let that --

PRESIDING OFFICER SIMMONS: Thank you very
much, Ms. Maitin. You may submit the rest of your
statements to the clerk.

Jim Graham?

MR. GRAHAM: Good morning, members of the
Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board. My name is Jim
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is constantly backed up. This is at the very front
door of Foxwoods proposed casinos.

In the evening, the United Artist Movie
Theater alone creates so much traffic at this light
that I've seen cars cut through the Staples parking
lot to avoid this light all together.

I've been on Columbus Boulevard at peak
time and watched an ambulance desperately try to
maneuver through the stalled traffic. This will be
twice or three times as bad if the casino is allowed
to build here,

if a casino comes to Reed Street, the
additional vehicle congestion will cause nearby
parallel streets to pick up more of the overflow.
Drivers will be forced to seek alternative routes.

As | have stated before, | have lived on
10th Street since 1999. | have noticed a direct
correlation between the traffic on Columbus Boulevard
and in front of my house.

There are days that 15 to 20 cars will go
by me as | try to pull out of my parking spot. In
1999, this never happened.

| now have a three year oid and aone and a
half year old. | want to live in this neighborhood
until they go to college. | do not want to see my
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Graham. | live in the Passyunk Square area of
Phitadelphia, Pennsylvania. I'm here today to oppose
the Foxwoods Casino site af Reed Street and Columbus
Boulevard.

| have lived and worked adjacent to
Columbus Boulevard for the past seven years. | live
at 10th and Dickinson and | work at 2nd and Ray
Streets. It is a two-mile commute.

| have seen my commute from work to home
increase from eight minutes in 1999 to almost half an
hour this past Friday and almost every Friday.

There are some evenings that the traffic
will back up all the way to Dock Street in Center
City.

When there's a sporting event in the
stadium area south of this site, Columbus Boulevard
becomes a parking lot.

Sometimes you can look over to 1-95 and see
that they're not moving any faster than you are since
both of you are standing still.

On the weekends, it is a drag strip for
motorcycles that race from light to light. Add to

'\ this a Phillies game or an event at the Spectrum or
* the Comcast Center and traffic just stops.

At Columbus and Reed Streets, the traffic
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children and my neighbor's children become a
statistic due to this doubling to tripling of the
local traffic in front of my house.

Foxwoods' traffic study shows that at peak
times on Columbus Boulevard, 42 to 48,000 cars trave!
this street currently,

Foxwoods estimates in their proposal that
28,000 visitors cars will increase the peak number to
70,000 vehicles. This is only after Phase 1. What
happens after Phase 2 and 3 are completed?

The area around Reed and Tasker Street
cannot handle this magnitude of traffic volume
increase. It has already reached a dangerous level.

My family and friends have welcomed the
development of a riverfront development along
Delaware; but a casino does not expand the
residential quality of our neighborhood. Please do
not allow a casino to be built on the Reed and
Columbus Boulevard site and destroy this extremely
viable neighborhood. Thank you.

PRESIDING OFFICER SIMMONS: Thank you very
much.

Kathleen Chen?

MS. CHEN: Good momning, everyone, My name
is Kathy Chen. 1 live nine blocks away from the
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1 Foxwoods Casino site. 1 addiction is over 2 to $9 million a year just within
2 Did you know that within one mile of the 2 the one-mile radius of the casino.
3 proposed casino at Columbus and Reed Street, there 3 When you consider that gambling addiction
7 - are 16 schools? There are 13 K to H schools and 4 doubles, then we will see a rise of 2 to $9 million
* three high schools. This is an area where thousands 5 in cost for teenage gambling in our area.
6 of children and teens live and get their education. 6 | know myself, more than a handful of Asian
7 I'm here with others from Passyunk Square 7 families are affected adversely by gambling and we,
8  to speak about why we oppose the Foxwoods Casino 8 asacommunity, do not find it acceptable to have a
9 project. ‘ _ 9 casino here.
10 As a former pediatrician and a mother of 10 [ urge you not to put a casino within
11 two, | am especially concerned about the impact a 11 walking distance of our children and teens. Thank
12 casino would have on children and teens in our 12 you.
13 community. 13 PRESIDING OFFICER SIMMONS: Thank you very
14 Based on data from census 2000, within one 14 much.
15 mile of the proposed casino, there reside at least 15 Susan Patrone.
16 10,300 children under 18 and 2800 teens. The number 16 MS. PATRONE: Good moming. My name is
17 has since grown with the recent influx of families 17 Susan Patrone. |live in the Passyunk Square Civic
18  with children. 18 Association boundaries and | am on its Board. We are
19 The news is replete with articles of 19 also on part of the riverfront community's united
20 children neglected and abandoned in cars, casino 20 coalition opposed to gambling at the Foxwoods site.
21 lobbies, and homes while their caretakers gambled. 2 [ am a third generation ltalian American.
22 Some have even died in overheated cars. These have 22 My grandmother came over in 1904 and arrived at
23 been noted in the National Gambling Impact Study 23 Delaware and Washington about four blocks from the
24 Commissioner Report in 1999. 24 proposed site.
25 in it, it says, it was brought to the 25 | have raised my family, and | would like
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Commission's attention that cases of parents leaving 1 to continue raising my family. | would like fo see
2 their children in the Foxwoods Casino parking lot 2 my children continue living in the neighborhood that
3 became so commonplace that Foxwoods management posted 3 my grandmother came to and that my family still
4 signs warning that such incidents would be reported 4 lives.
5 to the police. 5 | would like to make two points today. The
6 | am concerned about the rise in child 6 first point comes from the first remarks | had just
7 neglect and abuse that would result in our community. 7 made.
8 The Commission's report noted that 10 to 17 percent 8 We are Passyunk Square and the Coalition of
9 of children of problem gamblers have been abused and 9 Civics include some of the oldest pedestrian, real
10 that gambling addiction doubles within 50 miles of a 10 neighborhoods in this United Stafes.
11 casino. 1 We are a mix of upper income level, working
12 That would then lead to a doubling of 12 class, and even non-working individuals, truly a
13 children in our neighborhood being abused and 13 diverse community. We have been here a long time.
14 neglected from gambling addiction as a resulf of the 14 Our neighborhood is thriving now and is i
15 presence of a casino nearby. Studies show that feens 15 a renaissance in spite, in spite of a lack inspired
16  are more likely than adults to succumb to gambling 16 leadership and planning on many levels and that will
17 addiction. 17 go to the next remark, which | would like to make and
18 Earl Grinols, an economics professor at 18 Iwould like you folks to listen to.
19 University of lllinois, presented data before the 19 I'm bothered on many levels with gambling
20 Pennsylvania legislature in 2003 that states that the 20 coming to the riverfront and gambling in general.
21 social cost is at about $10,000 per year per 21 What really concerns me is that with the -~ we have
22 pathologic gambler. 22 historic non-planning and non-vision in a municipal
iy With the estimates of 7 to 34 percent of 23 and state level.
-. teens with gambling addiction multiplied by 28,000 24 There's been a lack of cooperation and
25 teens, the projected social cost of teen gambling 25 communication for decades. What is going to happen

ARCHIVE REPORTING SERVICE (717) 234-5922




> L2 N

TS woo~o»

12
13
14
18
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

121
to one of the most historical neighborhoods in the
nation when we get the casino of this magnitude?
We're looking at a possibility of 9 million

- people a year at the end of Phase 3. How is this

how are we going to accommodate this kind of what is
termed development?

| guess the last comment | would like to
make is that with this historical non-communication
and uncooperative, what is going to happen? Is it
going to be planned? ls it going to be something
where there's dialogue?

Or is it going to be - as | would like to
end this remark with -- is it going to be a crap
shoot? Thank you.

PRESIDING OFFICER SIMMONS: Thank you very
much.

Ed Goppeit.

MR. GOPPELT: Good morning. | would like
to thank the Board for this opportunity to testify.
My name is Ed Goppeit. I'm here today to express my
opposition to the proposed Foxwoods Casino in South
Philadelphia.

What happens to area home values when a
casino moves in? This question was studied by
Professor Terrance Clauretie and colleagues at the
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Like other neighborhoods close to Center
City, the Foxwoods impact zone has seen a phenomenal
run up in home values in the last few years.

Since 2000, homes in South Philadelphia
have appreciated by almost 200 percent according to
Dr. Kevin Gillen, a Wharton researcher, who studies
the Philadelphia real estate market.

It is into this densely populated area with
increasing to home values that Foxwoods wants to
build this casino.

Foxwoods Philadelphia is comparable in size
to the largest casino hotels in Las Vegas. At
160,000 square feet, Foxwoods would possess a gaming
fioor just marginally smaller than the MGM Grand Las
Vegas at 172,000 square feet.

In their economic study, Foxwoods says
their casino will cause area property values to go up
but when | asked the study's author, he was unable to
cite any research in support of Foxwoods opinion.

| see my time is running out and that
concludes my testimony. | thank the Board.

PRESIDING OFFICER SIMMONS: Thank you very
much, Mr. Goppelt.

Donald Healy? .

MR. GOPPELT: |would ask that --
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: University of Nevada, Las Vegas. 1 PRESIDING OFFICER SIMMONS: Just give it to
2 The Nevada researchers found that home 2 theclerk, sir.
3 values declined by 4.6 percent in Henderson, Nevada, 3 MR. HEALY: Good morning. My nameis
4 asuburban community 11 miles from the Las Vegas 4 Donald Healy. | retired in 2001 as the engineering
5 strip. 5 manager of the Budd Company after 33 years in
6 Using real estate data from my website 6 service.
7 Hallwaich.org, | applied these findings from Nevada 7 8o I'm here to discuss an issue relative to
8 to Philadelphia. 8 the TrumpStreet Keystone Redevelopment Partners
9 | found that Philadelphians who live within 9 project. That's an issue that deals with traffic
10 a mile of Foxwoods will see their homes decline by an 10 flow.
11 average of $6,600. " Will traffic increase over today's volume
12 Altogether, homes within the Foxwoods 12 inthe area if it's approved? Obviously. One has to
13 impact zone would lose a grand total of $109 million 13  be reminded of what traffic volume was like in the
14 invalue. $109 million. Thatis a huge number. 14 past when manufacturing in that area was
15 Or as | try to put it, it's about two to 15 significantly higher.
16 three times what the other casino applicants would 16 | started working the Budd Company in 1968.
17 cost their respective communities. 17 We had approximately 5,000 employees at our facility
18 The Foxwoods impact zone is one of the most 18 at that time. It was significantly higher at the end
18 densely populated areas of our city. About 50,000 19 of Worid War Il.
20 Philadeiphians live within a mile of the Foxwoods 20 We worked at three shift operations seven
21 site. 21 days a week. Most of those work our A or B shift
22 By way of comparison, in all of Atlantic 22 which are our day and afternoon shiits.
", City, there are just 41,000 people, all of Atlantic 23 As a result, there were approximately 80
... City, and just 16,000 people live within a mile of 24 percent of our employees coming and going when the A
25 the proposed Riverwalk Casino. 25 shift let out and the B shift was arriving, which
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would be the 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. time period.

All but one of our parking lots were
located along Fox Street. We had a small lot located
on Stockley Street as well.

In order to expedite traffic flow, we
located a traffic light along Fox Street at one of
our lots.

Throughout the day, the light flashed a

‘yellow caution, but during the morning A shift

arrival of 6:00 fo 8:00 a.m. and the A shift

departure of 3:00 to 5:00 p.m., which were our high
traffic volumes, the traffic light operated on the
traditional green, yellow, and red sequence to allow
for an orderly flow of traffic at these high volume
periods.

Besides the employee traffic, our company
also had a fleet of tractor-trailers that haul racks,
machinery, and other equipment to the various
buildings around our plant.

In addition, we had many supplier trucks
delivering coil steel and other supplies on a daily
basis.

All together, there were over 100
tractor-trailer moves a day throughout our facility.
Considering all this potential congestion, our
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and other members of the Gaming Boeard, also fellow
Philadelphians, members of the press, and, of course,
the licensed applicants.

My name is Sarah Thorp. I'm here today
speaking as an individual resident of Fishtown but
also about issues that concem not only Fishtown but
Kensington, Port Richmond, Northern Liberties, and
South Philly, Philadelphia as a whole.

My background is quite varied but includes
an undergraduate degree in civil engineering, 10
years as a Navy pilot flying on aircraft carriers in
Iraq and Bosnia and my current profession, which is a
graduate student at the University of Pennsylvania.
I'm studying architecture, historic preservation, and
city planning.

So | plan to speak today on the historic
nature of these neighborhoods that are really going
to be impacted by the Delaware River casinos, ali of
them. There are four out of the five that are on the
Delaware River.

As you've heard from prior speakers, these
neighborhoods are so historic. They are national,
historic landmarks, such as the Old Swedes' Church.
There are historic districts.

They're extremely historic places that are
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security department was able to handle the daily
ingress and egress of plant population in an orderly
fashion, as well as our own tractor-trailer fleet and
those of our suppliers.

Our security department also maintained a
good working relationship with the 39th Police
District in order to ensure there were no complaints
about traffic or safety concerns.

During the same time frame, the Morris
Wheeler Company was a structural steel and plate
supplier iocated on the corner of Fox Street and
Roberts.

There was gas stations at the corner of the
Fox Street and Hunting Park, Midvale-Hippinstall was
a manufacturing facility on Wissahickon Avenue, later
a bus depot and all of these contributed to
additional traffic.

Finally, 1 believe that this applicant
provides an opportunity to bring jobs and growth to
an area of the city that has seen nothing buta
declining business over --

PRESIDING OFFICER SIMMONS: Thank you very

. much, sir.

Sarah Thorp?
MS. THORP: Good morning, Chairman Decker
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not being considered when these applicants are
putting in their impact reports.

| do have three really important points to
make. First of all, we need more time. We need more
time, more time, more time.

Second of all, we need a master pian for
the Delaware Riverfront as a whole, not just the
North Delaware Riverfront or the South Delaware
Riverfront but more time as a whole.

Thirdly, we need extensive mitigation
planning for any of the casinos that are here in
Philadelphia.

They're going to have a huge impact on any
neighborhoods. | think we all know that the
mitigation is really, really important and it needs
to start happening now, not, you know, six months
from now after the decision is made for these
licenses. We need to start mitigation now.

Going back to more time, we just received
the impact reports - well, about a month ago on
March 10th when they were posted on the website.
That, for me, | mean, there are three casinos within
a mile of my house.

| cannot possibly sift through hundreds and
hundreds of pages of a report and respond to that in
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a month when I'm trying to finish my thesis in
graduate school right now.
We just need more. 1 realize that we can

- still submit written comments and | will do that. If

| write a second thesis, you'll probably get it; but
I'm asking for more time.

I'm asking that you extend the comment
period to sometime maybe in July, August, September.
We just need more time. We can't do it in the short
amount that we had.

In master planning, there are other
developments that are going on the North Delaware
waterfront right now.

There are huge -- when | say huge, massive
tower, condo developments that are going up between
Spring Garden and Fishfown. There is no master plan
for this at all.

We really need time to work with the city
on a master plan and it hasn't happened yet.

These casinos can't be seen as individual
sites. They have to be seen as the North Delaware
waterfront as a whole.

PRESIDING OFFICER SIMMONS: Thank you very
much, Ms. Thorp.

Barbara Dowdall?
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stamp backyard and undoubtedly reduced the value of
our home and ultimately the economic quality of my
mother's retirement years.

Will the value of our home, a blockand a
half away, increase or decrease with the advent of a
slots parlor? No one knows but the signage and-
spotlights required to draw gamblers are guaranteed
to blight both access roads and the night sky.

The future of my school, a one-time
factory, and often an administrative afterthought in
school district history is also in doubt, though
newly decorated with a beautiful set of panels and
refurnished culinary arts, health-related technology
and auto mechanics career facilities. Our heating
system is temporary housed in a trailer, as if to
symbolize our uncertain future.

Where would our new school be? How long
would it take to build? Where would our students and
staff be placed in the meantime? How does the 17
miltion offered by Trump towards the new facility
compare with the $54 million spent to build the West
Chester High School named for A. Philip Randoiph's
human rights associate, Bayard Rustin?

One Trump partner, the singing group, Boyz
2 men, epifomizes the value of a viable music
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MS. DOWDALL: Good morning. My name is
Barbara McDowell Dowdall. I'm a lifelong resident of
Germantown, Pennsylvania in Philadelphia County and
I'm speaking as an individual. | want my principal
to know that.

46 of my 59 years have been spent within
the 4,000 foot radius magic circle drawn around the
A. Philip Randolph Career Academy, befter known as
the Budd site for the Trump Casino complex.

I'm also the English and academic
department head and union representative at the
school, which currently blocks the preferred access
on Henry to the proposed slots parlor building.

| speak today on Ripples, the consequences
intended or not, present, past, or future deleterious
or otherwise of the slots parlor licensing process.

| know all too well the consequences of
progress. The Route 1 Schuylkill Expressway
extension long on the planning books but unbeknownst
to my parents when they purchased our home on Clapier
Street in 1947, cut through the heart of our
neighborhood, Fernhill Park, converted our street to

', a virtual expressway ramp and invited the giant,
. garishly lighted bililboard mounted on a nearby house

that destroyed forever the ambience of our postage
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program. Randolph has none.

Finally, | wonder about the effect on our
community, the inner related neighborhoods of
Nicetown, Germantown, and East Falls tactically
referred to as the Nicetown area by Pat Croce in his
mass mailing letter.

Donald Trump, revered by my students for
his wealth and perceived as all powerfut by adults
who assume his license acquisition is a done deal,
carefully and repeatedly talks of Budd site, not the
East Falls site or the Randolph site.

The media follows suit implying the
struggles between North Philadelphia residents who
need jobs and the other neighborhoods with their
$300,000 homes.

Every community has joblessness, every
street may rise or fall in value, and we all suffer
from the loss of our hospital.

PRESIDING OFFICER SIMMONS: Thank you very
mugch.

Linda Richardson.

MS. RICHARDSON: Good morning. My name is
Linda Waters Richardson. I'm the volunteer president
of the Uptown Entertainment and Development
Corporation, a nonprofit organization formed in 1995

ARCHIVE REPORTING SERVICE (717) 234-5922




B ]

=
c,t.oco-lm

"
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

133
to provide neighborhood revitalization programs.

Our largest project to date is the
resforation of the historic Uptown Theater located at
Broad and Susquehanna.

We have community planning, job training
for youth, media projections, and art and culture
programs.

Our work in the census tracks 166 and 167
have over 8500 residents whose median income is
$15,320 compared to the state median income of
$30,000.

44 percent of our members live below the
poverty level and 2 percent graduate from coliege.
With these dire statistics, economic development is
sorely needed.

African American owned businesses employ a
large African American labor force and assist in
transforming blighted communities.

Philadelphia ranks behind Washington, Los
Angeles, Atlanta, Baltimore, Dallas, Detroit,

Houston, Chicago, and New York in the number of
African American owned businesses.

In fact, Philadelphia has the second lowest
concentration of black owned firms among the ten
regions with the largest number of African Americans.
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As a practitioner in community economic
development, the impact of a new African American
owned casino would add to my community's economic
viability.

| support awarding the license of the
Philadelphia Partnerships Riverwalk Casino. Thank
you.

PRESIDING OFFICER SIMMONS: Thank you very
much.

Edward Kirlin.

MR. KIRLIN: Good morning. My name is Ed
Kirlin. I'm a lifelong resident of the Pennsport
community. I'm one of two people representing the
Pennsport's community on the Riverfront United
coalition, which is now working together to present
our written comprehensive objections to this site.

These objections are being made on the
basis of public safety issues and on the basis of
deleterious economic impacis that will resultas a
direct conseguence of this site's approval.

{ would like to thank you in advance for
your consideration of the written testimony which is
likely to include a brief, PowerPoint presentation.

Foxwoods plans to alleviate traffic
congestion on South Columbus Boulevard will do no
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The lack of new business development in the
African American communify and the slow rate of
business development in African American community
make the Riverwalk application vital for reversing
these trends.

As a former executive of a philanthropic
institution, I'm aware that the IRS has designated a
minimum 5 percent payout of investment profits of the
previous year for charitable foundations.

This includes research and administration,
which would include rent and salaries of
philanthropic endeavors.

A majority of corporate and private
foundations never go over this payout rate. In fact,
many of them protest this.

Philadelphia Partnership has pledged to
create the Riverwalk Foundation called the Obra S.
Kernodle Memorial Foundation.

This proposal is more in line with industry
standards for philanthropic giving than any of the
proposed applicants.

In addition, the Philadelphia Partnership

. has pledged to create the Riverwalk Equity Fund,
- whose mission would be to support wealth building

programs in the African American community.
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such thing, as our subsequent written testimony will
verify and explain.

Foxwoods offers no mathematical formula or
calculations to substantiate their claims that the
traffic mitigation measures that they do propose
will, in fact, actually alleviate any congestion.

Absent any ramp service from |-85, which is
likely to take ten years and $100 million to build,
all of Foxwoods plans stand to suffer from the damage
of unintended consequences.

You have to ask yourself and you have to
ask the city's traffic engineers, if there was any
way to alleviate even the nearly 30 hours per week of
congestion that already exists, wouldn't the city
already have implemented those improvements,
especially if those improvements were as simple as
restriping the streets and retiming of lights?

| suggest to you that the city has not made
any of the proposed changes to the existing traffic
systems, not because they're lazy but because they
know that every such change forces a resulting change
to the overall traffic patterns of the area for the
worse.

| suggest to you that any improvements made
to the traffic signaling and timing that may result
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in vehicle efficiency will be eliminated or
aggravated by the presence of some 10,000 pedestrians
a day and some 20,000 crossings of Columbus
Boulevard.

At this spot on the river, Columbus
Boulevard can be either a highway or pedestrian
promenade but it cannot be both. To expect it to be
both invites diaster and serious harm to the public
good and fo the city's image.

Numerous other negative aspects of this
expectation will be detailed in the coalition's
written testimony.

Foxwoods' current plans for Columbus Avenue
will at best guarantee a gridlock tourist trap
experience for visitors and, at worse, will result in
an emergency response gridlock nightmare that will
one day be measured by the annuai number of death and
injuries.

While we're still in the process of
obtaining reports proving that Reed Street site is
the worst site, | can submit to you today that this
report, which lists 297 accidents near exits on the
ramp to the site will have to use.

We intend to submit other materials like
this for your review before the June 2nd deadline.
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ask what is problem gambling. The National Council
of Problem Gambling has said that problem gambling is
gambling behavior which causes disruption in any
major area of life; psychological, physical, social,
or vocational.

The term problem gambling includes butis
not timited to the condition known as pathological or
compulsive gambling, a progressive addiction
characterized by increased preoccupation with
gambling, a need to bet more money frequently,
restlessness or irritability when attempting to stop,
chasing losses, and loss of control manifested by
continuation of the gambling behavior in spite of
mounting serious negative consequences.

Who are the people in this community most
likely to be afflicted by this condition? Since the
two casinos are fo be erected in or near residential
communities, residents of those communities will have
easy access.

Statistical data suggests that the more
vulnerable groups are men, young adults, and people
from low socioeconomic groups of the community.

This will inevitably lead to a
disproportionate number of people with limited
economic resources who are ill-equipped to address

~ I'll jump to the end.
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20 years ago, a Congressman named Earl Butz
was asked what he thought about President Jimmy
Carter. Congressman replied by stating something
that his father told him long ago. Never trusta
horse trader that shows you his teeth and not the
horses. Entrusted members of the Gaming Commission

PRESIDING QFFICER SIMMONS: Sir --

MR. KIRLIN: -- the 10,000 families
represented by the --

PRESIDING OFFICER SIMMONS: Sir, thank you.

The Honorable John L. Braxton.

JUDGE BRAXTON: Good morning. | would like
{o thank the Board for this opportunity fo share my
thoughts on how | see gaming impacting this great

city.

As a retired judge of the Court of Common
Pleas, I've had the privilege of observing the best
and the worst of economic conditions. I've seen
their effect on the families of this community.

Today, | seek to address an issue that will
only increase with the presence of casinos in the
mefropolitan area.

My concern is problem gambling. Some may
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their problem.

The Commonwealth is proposing that $1.5
million be provided statewide to address the social
impacts each year.

The gaming industry will bring significant
economic benefits to the city and to the
Commonwealth, but there is no way that a fraction of
the 1.5 million is enough to address the afflicted.

The amount proposed fails fo consider the
effect that problem gambling has on the spouses and
children when the breadwinner or head of household
uses the household income fo support the gambling
problem. Where will a family turn for financial
assistance? Who should provide the resources?

Since the licensed applicants are required
to develop commitments to communities and
neighborhoods, it is only after funds are set aside
specifically for that purpose can we, as a community,
feel assured that those who are going to be the
victims of this new industry in the community will be
able to find some relief.

I'm suggesting that we use the United Way
and the American Red Cross to provide emergency
relief to families in this community who find
themselves in the state of distress as a result of
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this new industry. Thank you.

PRESIDING OFFICER SIMMONS: Thank you very
much, Judge. We have John Childress, who is a
community group representative.

| need you to raise your right hand to be
sworn. Do you swear or affirm that the testimony you
are about to give shall be the truth, the whole
truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God?

MR. CHILDRESS: i do.

PRESIDING OFFICER SIMMONS: All right.
Sir, you may begin.

MR. CHILDRESS: Good morning. I'm John
Childress, the executive director of the African
American Chamber of Commerce. | want to thank the
Board for this opportunity to address you on this
issue.

The introduction of gaming to this region
has the opportunity to be a true catalyst for
economic advancement for all if it's done right.

The decisions that you make wil! impact
this region for decades. We have all heard the
proposals from the applicants.

Al of them promise to impact the local
community in a positive manner. Some of them are
explicit in their community targets. Some of them
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minority ownership. This cannot be glossed over.

The ownership of our businesses should
reflect the makeup of our city. If this is truly to
be a catalyst for our local economy, then those with
the most need should not be left out of this growth.

Many of the applicants have falked about
what they will do for the community. You heard
Foxwoods talk about they will give 42 percent of
their profits to charities.

That is extremely admirable and it's a type
of commitment we would like to see from all of the
applicants. However, please keep in mind, the best
thing that you can do for all of us is to hire us and
let us earn a living.

We cannot stand by and let a situation
develop where almost all of the staff, and especially
the management of these casinos, comes from outside
of the Philadelphia region.

A lot has been said about the amount of
revenue these casinos will generate for the city and
the state. Many people have talked about the
potential tax relief these casinos will provide.

That would be great and in a perfect world,
I would like to have my taxes cut; but the City of
Philadelphia and this region have far more pressing
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are very ambitious in what they say they will do for
the community.

It is the job of all of us in the public
and this Board to hold them accountable to those
promises.

We cannot let this become another case of
companies coming into Philadelphia, making money off
of Philadelphia, and then taking all of that money
outside of Philadelphia.

Some of the applicants have promised to
hire local people for their casinos. TrumpStreet
gave us a specific target that would hire 90 percent
local people. |ask the Commission to weigh very
importantly local employment and contracting in your
decision making.

We have a large diverse and capable
workforce right here in Philadelphia that can handle
these projects. We have outstanding companies that
can help build and service these casinos.

If the applicant comes to you and they
don't have a detailed plan of how they will use
primarily local people in firms, we say, we don't

" . need them.

25

Some of the applicants have stressed
minority participation. Riverwalk has stressed its

R LR N R R e o I I
M A" h WA RN O RGN =

144
probiems. :

We live in a city where a young man has a
better chance of going to jail by the age of 30 than
he does of graduating college.

We live in a city with an out of control
youth violence problem. We have a functional
unemployment rate of young black men approaching 50
percent and the high school dropout rate has reached
crisis levels.

How is the tax cut going fo save these
people? What we urge you to do is we urge you to
take the revenue generated by these gaming tax
dollars and do something to create jobs and to
educate our people.

We are derelict in our duties if we sit
back and take profits from this while large portions
of our people are in need.

The education of our young people and the
creation of jobs in this city will do far more to
uplift the region than any tax break.

We have an economic, social, and moral
obligation to the leaders of tomorrow to do something
and to do it now. Let us not be the generation that
cared more for itself than the future of the city and
this region.
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When history is written, et this
generation be known as the one that stood up and made

the difference. Thank you for your time.
PRESIDING OFFICER SIMMONS: Thank you very

" much, Mr. Childress.

At this time, the Board will take a lunch
break; and we will reconvene at 1:15.

{Lunch.)

PRESIDING OFFICER SIMMONS: Good morning.
The April 11th public input hearing will now come to
order as the panel has reconvened.

We have two speakers this afternoon. |
will ask you to please rise and raise your right
hand, Mr. Gehad Ali and Mr. Patrick Eiding. Would
you please stand, sir, Mr. Ali? Would you raise your
right hands?

Do you solemnly swear that the testimony
you are about to give will be the truth, the whole
truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God?

THE WITNESSES: Yes.

PRESIDING OFFICER SIMMONS: You can have &
seat.

Mr. Eiding, you can come up to the
microphone, please. As you know, you have ten
minutes of testimony. When the yellow light comes
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that would draw other businesses to the area?

The PPG, Pennsylvania Partnership Group, is
made up of individuals who are concerned with
long-term benefits for Philadelphia and have a
history of giving back to the community.

They offer the promise of not only
construction jobs that will pay area wages and
benefits, but more importantly they will frain
residents to perform the permanent jobs.

| need to expand a little bit on this issue
because too many times the focus is on construction
jobs and not enough time is spent on the fact that
many of these job, if the opportunity arises, will be
permanent jobs.

We want to make sure to the fact that the
permanent jobs that we have give the opportunity to
people who are in the area and have the opportunity
-- in this position, we have the opportunity to offer
certified training from workers in the casinos and
other amenities such as restaurants and theaters.

Training is important so that these jobs
will offer residents an opportunity to make good
wages and benefits. There will be no need to bring
workers from other areas. | need to emphasize the
importance of that, | believe.
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on, it signifies you have 30 seconds to wrap up your
comments; and when the red light comes on, please
conclude your remarks.

MR. EIDING: Thank you. | shali be brief.
Good afternoon. My name is Pat Eiding and I'm the
president of the Philadelphia Council AFL-CIO
representing over 100,000 working families here in
the City of Philadelphia.

| want to thank the Board for the
opportunity to speak on behalf on the gaming slot
casinos in Pennsylvania and in particular
Philadelphia. _

As a member of the Mayor's Advisory Task
Force on Gaming, ['ve had the opportunity to discuss
the many opportunities and challenges gambling can
bring to the city. Obviously, the impact on the
community was of high concern, as is employment both
temporary and permanent.

First of all, will they be good jobs with
living wages and benefits? Will the people in
Philadelphia, especially those people who live around
the facilities, have an opportunity to work at the

i casinos?

Will the facility add to the community and
not just be a box for slot machines? Would it be one
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The site selection offered -- this site
selection for PPG offers space and available Rider
transportation, easy access with no direct impact on
any particular neighborhood.

| come here to say that | believe gaming is
a win for Pennsylvania. | believe PPG could be a win
for Philadelphia and the community. 1 thank you for
the opportunity.

PRESIDING OFFICER SIMMONS: Thank you very
much.

Mr. Ali, you will have three minutes to
make your remarks. You may begin.

MR. AL!: Well, good afternoon. |would
like to thank you all for giving me opportunity to
speak today, being that | was scheduled yesterday for
my testimony. | really thank you for you giving me
this opportunity.

| came down here as an individual fo talk
to you about one specific part of this decision. I'm
here to support whatever decision that you, as a
body, decide and the people of Philadelphia support.

But | really want to talk specifically
about the construction jobs that this project or
these projects will generate. | want to give you my
thoughts to the participation of African American men
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and women and other minority people of color in the
participation of the actual buiiding of the
construction of the facilities, because one of the
things that we have learned in Philadelphia over the

- past series of projects, in spite of the testimony

you might have heard about diversity and their
ability to impact the minority employment, we really
need to look at that with some clarity.

| was told as a young man that the devil
lies in the details. | think that's where you need
look. When people come up and they talk about
diversity, you need to look at the details.

Are we talking about African American men
and women or are we talking about white women owned
firms? We really need to impact that aspect because
when we talk about the unions, as far as unionized
tabor, think about it this way.

Imagine an industry that could be 100,000
people and imagine that maybe African Americans are
less than 1 percent of that 100,000

Then we compound with the management
structure of these building trade unions and you see
that even in a management structure, African
Americans are less than a half of 1 percent of the
management. You ¢can see on a slippery slope when we
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| thank you for the opportunity. | would
like you to keep focused on the details. Thank you.

PRESIDING OFFICER SIMMONS: Thank you very

much, Mr. Ali. Appearing that there are no further
witnesses to testify, the April 11th public input
hearing --

AUDIENCE MEMBER: May | ask you a question?
PRESIDING OFFICER SIMMONS: No, sir. This

public input hearing is now concluded.

Sir, if you have a question, there's a
gentleman right in the back who will take care of
your question.

AUDIENCE MEMBER: Thank you.

PRESIDING OFFICER SIMMONS: This hearing is

now adjourned.

Tomorrow at the conclusion, all of the
applicants will have an opportunity to make a
15-minute conclusionary statement. Thank you.

(The hearing concluded at 1:39 p.m.)
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start talk about making jobs.

Another thing | would like to caution the
Gaming Board on is whenever the applicants are
selected and they're going to agree that they're
going to provide information to the Board, you need
to make sure that the Board is going to he the
recipient of that information, that whatever
subagency that these applicants may hire to
accumulate this information, that it passes directly
to the Board.

That is an interesting point that was
overlooked in the City of Philadelphia and the
building of the casinos. '

They thought that they would be receiving
this information but they didn't have a contract with
the actual agency. It was with whoever hired them.
So therefore, it became a barrier for the legistators
to actually find out how were the citizens really
being impacted in terms of jobs.

$0 you have a formidable task ahead of you.
| would just like you to think -- you know, we talk
about the long-term jobs; but | don't think that we

. should concede the significant impact that those
one-term jobs will be occurring in the different

phases of the construction.
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