PENNSYLVANI A GAM NG CONTROL BQARD

PUBLI C | NPUT HEARI NG

VACATI ON CHARTERS/ SPLI T ROCK RESORT

MAY 1, 2008, 9:07 A M

Kl DDER TONNSHI P BUI LDI NG
STATE ROUTE 1003

LAKE HARMONY, PENNSYLVAN A

BEFORE:

LI NDA LLOYD, PRESI DI NG CFFI CER
MARY Di G ACOMD CCLI NS, CHAI RVAN
RAYMOND ANGELI

JEFFREY COY

JAMES B. G NTY

KENNETH Mt CABE

H LLARY M HAZLETT, REPORTER



NOTARY PUBLI C



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

I NDE X
SPEAKER
Norman J. Kennard
Charles J. D ckinson
Larry Pol ansky
Carl W/ gus
Joseph MAl eer
Matt M Denbi nski

John A. MElroy

PAGE

18

21

24

27

29



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

HEARI NG OFFI CER LLOYD: Good norni ng, everyone
My name is Linda Lloyd. [|I'mPresiding Oficer for this
Public I nput Hearing today conducted by the Gam ng
Cont rol Board.

Before we begin, if everybody could turn off
t heir pagers, cell phones, beepers, anything that nakes
a noi se.

If you would all rise for the Pledge of
Al | egi ance.

(Pl edge of Allegiance.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER LLOYD: As the Presiding
Oficer, | call to order this Public Input Hearing for
the Category 3 Applicant, Vacation Charters Split Rock
Resort.

Today's date is May 1st, 2008. The tine is
9:08 a.m The location is the Kidder Townshi p Buil di ng.

This Public Input Hearing is convened by the
Pennsyl vani a Gam ng Control Board pursuant to the
authority found in Section 1205(b) of the Gam ng Act and
the Board' s regul ations at 58 PA Code 441la. 6.

The Board nenbers present today for this
hearing are to ny |left Chairman Colins, Conmi ssioner
Coy, and Conmi ssioner Angeli and to ny right
Commi ssi oner McCabe and Commi ssioner G nty.

Qur court stenographer today is Hillary
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Hazl ett. The Clerk to the Board is M ckey Kane.

The Board and its staff would like to thank the
Ki dder Township staff for making its building avail abl e
to the Board and for all of their hard work,
specifically Silva Davis' cooperation and hard worKk.
That's been essential to us in organizing and hol di ng
this Public |Input Hearing today.

This is the second Public Input Hearing in a
series of four hearings being held by the Board desi gned
to hear all the Applicants for the remaining Category 1
and the two avail able Category 3 Sl ot Machi ne Licenses
to present their plans before the Board and the public.

Hearings will allow individual menbers of the
public, community groups, elected officials, and | oca
governnent representatives to express their thoughts and
share their concerns about the proposed projects with
t he Board.

The hearing will continue until the |ast
schedul ed speaker registered has had the opportunity to
speak.

The order of speakers today is as follows:
Applicant for Category 3 Slot Mchine License,

Vacation Charters will make their presentation first.

Then we will hear fromany Legislators, |ocal

Covernnent representatives, conmunity representatives,
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and i ndividual nenbers of the public who have registered
to speak, in that order

Vacation Charters will have 40 minutes to nake
their presentation. Each legislative official will have
five mnutes to speak.

Representatives fromthe local municipality
will be given 30 minutes to speak. Conmunity
representatives nmay have up to ten mnutes, and
i ndi vi dual nenbers of the public will each have three
m nut es.

If each speaker could begin their remarks by
stating his or her nanme, where they reside, and if
speaki ng on behalf of the entity and the nane of the
entity. In a few ninutes, the whole group will be sworn
in.

To assist all speakers in adhering to the tine
limt pernmitted, we have an electronic stoplight tiner
in front of me and a little box next to the m crophone
to hel p you keep within your tine.

When the light turns yellow for Vacation
Charters, they will have five mnutes renaining. For
all other speakers, 30 seconds will remain in your
allotted tine.

When the light turns red, you'll hear a beeping

sound, and we will expect you to stop speaking and | eave
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t he m crophone

If you do run up agai nst the end of your tine,
pl ease feel free to subnmit the rest of your comrents in
witten formto the Board after the hearing for
inclusion in the record.

As a rem nder to everyone, you have the
opportunity to subnit any witten coments that you
woul d like to subnit as part of the record. You may do
so by either mailing themto the Cderk of the Board,
giving themto us after this hearing or any other
hearing, or going to our website at
www. pgch. st at e. pa. us.

W will accept witten comments for 60 days
after the close of this hearing today or until June 30th
when the evidentiary record for this input hearing will
be cl osed.

In you are a speaker today and you have written
notes of testinony fromwhich you will read, when you
are finished, if you could please give a copy to
H | lary, our court stenographer, that woul d hel p her out
greatly.

On your way in, there were copies of the Code
of Conduct for this public hearing. Please follow these
rul es because we're all interested in hearing what

everyone has to say today.
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If nore than one person speaks at a tine,
Hllary has a difficult time taking that down on the
record.

So let's begin by having each of you that is
regi stered to speak today rise and take the oath,
pl ease, to be sworn.

(Wtnesses sworn en nasse.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER LLOYD: Vacation Charters, if
you are ready, let's begin with your presentation

MR. KENNARD: Thank you, Linda.

Geetings to the Board. Thank you for com ng
to Lake Harmony, Pennsylvania. M/ name is Nornman
Kennard. |'man attorney in Harrisburg representing
Vacation Charters, the Applicant.

W are here to hear the public's input. W do
not intend to expend anywhere near the 40 ninutes you
have generously allotted us. W are here to hear what
the public has to say.

I want to briefly introduce Jack Kalins, who
has been President of Vacation Charters, owner of Split
Rock, and M. Charles Dickinson is going to nake the
presentation, the short presentation today on behal f of
Split Rock. So, thank you again for com ng up.

M. Di cki nson.

MR. DI CKINSON: Thank you. Good norning, Chair
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Colins, nenbers of the Pennsyl vania Gam ng Contr ol
Board, Kidder Township representatives, and other

menbers of the local conmunity and businesses in our

ar ea.
My nane is Charles Dickinson. | represent

Vacation Charters Linmited. | will be the only speaker

fromour conpany who you will hear fromtoday. | ama

resi dent of nearby Tobyhanna Township in Monroe County.

The purpose of this nmorning's hearing is to
allow Split Rock to nmake a presentation and for the
local public to voice their input, be it positive or
negative. W're hoping for the forner rather than the
latter.

The graphics and statistics, which | intend to
share with you today, nay be famliar to you and seem
redundant. Yet, to others, it may enlighten their
know edge of Split Rock.

What | first have chosen to share with you is
identical to what | shared with the Gam ng Board | ast
Cctober at our eligibility hearings.

Qur intent at the tine was to paint a picture,
a colorful picture of a well-established resort, which
was also the intent of the Legislature in the selection
of the Category 3 Applicant.

W believe that our presentation in show ng --
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our presentation succeeded in show ng just how eligible
Split Rock really is.

The presentati on does not contain enhanced
graphi cs, ani mated vi deo of the brand-new casi no but
rather a representation of what Split Rock is today and
how it is continuing to grow.

At the sanme tine, we recognize that we are a
small conmunity. So with that growth, we keep the
effect of the surrounding comunity in mnd

I'"msure you have already noticed the
di fference here conpared to our conpetitor on the
eastern side of the Poconos, which is alittle smaller.

Split Rock Resort, as you will see by our first
slide, shows the |odge on an early sumer norni ng al ong
wi th photos of both our new golf club house and our
new y progressing WIIow Brook Devel opment, where we
wi |l add an additional 24, two-bedroom suites into our
i nventory this August.

The history of Split Rock goes back pretty far.
What is interesting to note in this historical area;
particularly the resort fromthe tine the rock split to
up until and including today, there has been quite a
progression fromwhat it used to be in a very, very
natural state to what it is today, certainly still a

natural state but with sonme residents and a beauti f ul
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resort surrounding it.

W have a nmultitude of accommodations from
standard hotel roons, to two-bedroomsuites. W have
t wo- bedroom vi |l | as.

Qur location; very, very convenient. W're
only about 95 minutes fromCenter City, Philadel phia
conveni ently about two hours from New York Gty, easily
about 3 hours fromBaltinore and slightly over that from
Washington D.C. and only ten mnutes fromtwo maj or
i nterstates.

Dependi ng on the season, we offer three ful
service restaurants and three limted food service
outlets giving guests and residents a variety of
options.

W offer a very well-established, quality 27
hol e golf course and another 9 holes is currently under
construction. W are open to the public.

There are many pictures that you can find on
our website, everything fromroons to suites, to golf,
to neeting acconmodati ons.

In terms of our entertai nment, we have a
variety on a weekly basis both indoors and al so outdoors
in the sumerti me.

W conduct special events. W have three of

them during the course of the year. One of them being
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t he Pennsyl vania Wne and Food Festival in June, very
popul ar festival. W also hold two beer festivals, one
in the spring and one in the fall.

W have activities schedul ed 365 days a year.
W have a social staff with a social director, also a
recreation director. So we have a variety of different
activities both indoors and outside for children and for
adul ts.

This August, we're going to be opening up an
i ndoor water park, the second one to this region. It
will open in the early part of August. It will feature
48, 000 square feet of indoor aquatic space. It wll be
the third such facility in the Commobnweal t h.

Qur listed anenities are really nunerous.
spoke about this in Cctober and went through the entire
list. You will see there are very, very many. W are
able to accormmpdate people in the col dest of weather and
in the warnest of weather.

Qur rates are very, very conpetitive in
comparison of going into the city, whether it be New
York or Phil adel phia, you can generally conme here and
get neals on top of your accommbdati ons and probably be
paying a little bit |ess.

The resort property covers approxi mately 1200

acres of land and with nearly 25 nmiles of road and
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approxi mately 400 private home sites as well within the
communi ty.

Taki ng the option of including two drawi ngs in
our presentation, the first drawing represents a
cl ose-up of a conceptual plan by one of our architects,
Cope Li nder of Phil adel phia, who has represented a
nunber of the Atlantic City casino operations.

Init, you will note the intended location is
within the Galleria's Keystone Ballroom which is on the
first floor just off of the main | obby, a very
conveni ent |ocation for a casino.

The second drawing, a fuller map of the
original Galleria with the casino space highlighted.
There will be only one nmain entrance for the public just
off the main | obby area.

There was a local inpact report and it is
vi ewabl e on the PGCB website, although not all of the
background data that we included in the application is
actually on the web.

There were six main categories. They included
engi neering, traffic, housing, utilities, |oca
authorities, and tourism

In terms of engineering, we had a Phase |
Envi ronnment al Assessnent Study conducted in preparation

for the opening of our water park. No adverse
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conditions were found as a result of that investigation.

In terms of PennDOT traffic data, this data is
avail able incidentally on their website. You'll note
that there is a considerable anmount of traffic feeding
off of the interstates; but when you | ook at 940, the
west ern feeder and Route 903 just outside our door here,
the eastern feeder, the counts are not nearly as
significant as comng directly off the interstate.

You' Il notice also the Pennsyl vani a Turnpi ke
had 24,000 cars average per day, Interstate 80 at about
15,000, and yet, Mseywood Road had only approximtely
1,660 cars per day.

Correspondi ngly, we have a traffic study that
we have been conducting for the last 20 years. | have
taken the liberty of just including 2000 t hrough 2007
and you'll note over the period of those seven years,
our highest was only 1,557 cars per day, which
corresponds very closely to the PennDOT traffic study in
the prior slide indicating 1,660 cars. It's a good
bal ance between their statistics and ours.

In ternms of housing, there is not going to be
any effect expected on housing in the i medi ate area.
Jobs are expected to be filled by Carbon and Mnroe
County residents and probably Luzerne County as well,

which is convenient to our facility.
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In terms of utilities, Vacation Charters owns
its own water systemthrough a subsidiary conpany and
expanded its capacity recently by adding a new
450, 000-gal I on water tower.

Vacation Charters is also on the local centra
sewer system and neither are expected to have any
resi dual effect.

In terms of local authorities, Kidder Township
Police reported no adverse condition on submttal of our
application for a Gaming 3 License.

Ki dder Township in Carbon County were provided
copi es of the inpact report as nentioned for their
anal ysi s.

The | ast data reviewed for fire and EMS calls
did not show a significant nunber of calls related
directly to the resort.

In ternms of the increase in overnight guests,
there's an expected incremental increase in overnight
guests forecasted to generate an additional 15,500 room
ni ghts, which is roughly a 7 percent change in occupancy
i nprovenent in the first year of operation and
approxi mately half that anount, about 3.5 percent in the
second year based on local industry trends and
statistics.

Day guest traffic is not expected to increase
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beyond typical current trends with occupancy
i mprovenents.

Daily patronage is imted. As you all know on
the Board, Category 3 facilities with a maxi mum of 500
machi nes by law nust linit casino attendances to resort
guests and patrons pending a mninumof $10 as a patron
of a resort anenity to legally gain access to the slots
parl or.

The design of the Gam ng Act is to encourage
over ni ght guest stays while providing a limtation on
day guest patronage. Vacation Charters is bound to and
will follow that intent.

New j obs and added taxes. Qur water park that
will open this sumrer will be addi ng approxi mately 100
nore j obs.

The casino is estimated to add additionally 80
to 90 nore jobs. W estimate approximately $456,000 in
taxes generated locally in the first year. Additional
revenues, of course, will be experienced by |oca
busi nesses.

No burden on the township beyond the typica
occupancy increases is expected. Everyone we believe
benefits, not just our business but the conmunity and
resi dents.

In ternms of inmpact, the spirit of the |anguage
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inthe slots legislationis for two well-established
resort hotels to be licensed with the intent to generate
addi tional overnight guest visits, not day guest visits.

Vacation Charters intends to follow that intent
and concluded that there will be little or no inpact to
the average daily visitation to the resort.

In ternms of conmunity involvenent, we have been
very involved with the United Way of Carbon County with
an annual fund-raiser having a roast in the fall.

Lake Harnmony Vol unteer Fire Conpany has its
| argest fund-raiser with our annual Labor Day breakfast
that they serve and we prepare

Lake Harnony Vol unteer Anmbul ance Conpany al so
does the sane thing this coming Menorial Day with their
br eakfast fund-raiser, which we are very happy to
participate in.

W al so remai n concerned about our | ake and
hence are involved with the Lake Harnony Concerned
Citizens and supporting their efforts.

In ternms of education, we sit on two
occupati onal advi sory boards for technical schools both
in Monroe and Carbon County.

This, of course, is trying to gain interest at
t he high school level in terms of our available jobs in

the resort community.
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W have assisted in adoption of the |odge
managenent class in both counties. W have worked for
the last 15 years with a | ocal internediate unit
teachi ng chal |l enged students soft skills. They are with
us on a weekly basis.

In ternms of tourismpronotion and | oca
activity. Jack Kalins, our CEO and Past President of
t he Pocono Mountain Visitors Bureau and is a current
executive board nenber.

In ternms of nyself, |I'ma nenber of the
Pennsyl vani a Touri sm and Lodgi ng Association Board. |
am actually on those technical advisory school boards
with the two counties and al so i nvolved in Leadership
Carbon, which is basically trying to grow | eaders within
our county area.

O her invol venment includes |ocal environmental
board, local chanbers of commerce, and a variety of
local charities in the tri-county area.

I know this may be a little difficult to read
on the screen. However, it's a conpilation of tota
taxes that are currently paid by Vacation Charters over
a four-year period from 2004 to 2007

I note that we actually are the |argest
t axpayer in Carbon County. W' re one of the top three

| argest private enployers in the county currently
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enpl oyi ng as of this week 543 enpl oyees. 1In the
summertime, we expect to peak out at 630 enpl oyees prior
to the water park opening. W expect that to escal ate
probably hovering just over the 700 mark.

That's really the end of ny presentation today.
The information | showed first was, as | indicated, a
little bit redundant; but it was a nmatter of reinforcing
who we are and allowi ng the public here today, the
purpose of this hearing, to be allowed to see who Split
Rock really is.

We appreciate the tinme today, and we certainly
appreci ate the opportunity to have you here in Kidder
Townshi p. Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER LLOYD: Thank you.

W will begin comments with the | ocal
governnent representative from Ki dder Townshi p, Larry
Pol ansky.

MR. POLANSKY: Thank you. Mnd if I sit? Good
norni ng and wel cone to Kidder Township, the centerpiece
of the western Poconos and also, as a matter of fact,
the western gateway to the entire Pocono area.

Chuck has given you a long list of Split Rock
amenities but -- and there are very many; but in
addition to that, | want you to know t hat we have two

other golf courses in the area, not in the area, in the
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township, two ski areas in the township

If you like white water-rafting, this is the
area to cone to. | don't know if any of you are into
paint ball but that is available here as well.

There's boating. There's fishing. You nane
it, this is the Poconos right here. W |ove our area.

My nane is Larry Polansky. | live year round
at 6 Azal eas Lane within the gated Split Rock comrunity,
whi ch is Lake Harnony, Pennsylvania in Kidder Township

I'"'m Chai rman of the Kidder Township Board of
Supervi sors, and |'m speaki ng on behalf of that Board.

W have raised the prospect of gamng at our
nonthly nmeetings and the reaction has been positive.
Thus far, we have heard no opposition at any of those
Board neeti ngs.

| have talked to a lot of friends and
nei ghbors, none have had any opposition. They have al
been positive about the prospect of gamng in the area.

There i s some apprehension regardi ng adequat e
security at a gamng facility and nost people are
worried about traffic.

| amoriginally from Phil adel phia, and | lived
in Washington D.C. for years, so | enjoy the |ack of
traffic in this area; but there is some apprehension

about sone increases al ong Moseywood Road, the main
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entrance into Split Rock.

W notice, however, that Split Rock Goup is
al ready working on additions and enhancenents to the
Moseywood Road.

In fairness, we have contacted all of the |ocal
churches, and |l et them know that you are going to be
here.

Some of them have indicated that they m ght be
wanting to speak. W have also contacted all of the
| ocal property owner associations of which there are
very many in the towship. | would hope that sonme are
here to speak.

Agai n, everything we have heard so far has been
positive with one exception, one nenber of the clergy
i ndicated that his particular religion did not |ike
gam ng. | assuned that he night be here to speak

The township and the board, of course, would
wel cone the additional township revenue. W're not
crazy. Hopefully, that will be here.

However, we also want to be assured that there
wi || be adequate security provided by the Applicant and
that townshi p gaming revenues -- township revenues from
gam ng will exceed township costs and hopefully exceed
our township costs for police, fire, anbulance, road

i mprovenents, repair, etc.
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That's about all | have to say. | thank you
for the opportunity. We would wel come any questions you
m ght have for the township or for nyself. Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER LLOYD: Thank you.

Qur next speaker is Carl Wl gus fromthe Pocono
Mount ai n Vi sitors Bureau.

MR WLGAUS: Thank you. Good norning. |
guarantee this will be the last tine you will see ne.
bel i eve we spoke yesterday. So if sone of it sounds
fam liar, it bears repeating, | guess, would be the way
to put it.

Good norning. My nane is Carl WIlgus, and | am
the new executive director at the Pocono Mbuntains
Convention and Vi sitors Bureau.

I would like to wel cone the Pennsylvania Gani ng
Control Board and staff to the Pocono Muntains of
Nort heast ern Pennsyl vani a.

W are the official tourist pronotion agency
for the counties of Carbon, Mnroe, Pike, and Wayne.

W represent the tourism visitor, and
hospitality industry in the region. As you may know but
it bears repeating, tourismis the state's second
| argest industry; and in the Pocono Muwuntains, it is the
No. 1 industry.

The econom c inpact of tourism based on 2007
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estimates tell us that $1.2 billion in visitor spending
took place, resulting in $302 million in federal, state,
and | ocal taxes, creating nore than 27,000 jobs in the

four-county area and generating an $811 mllion payroll.

Wil e these are inpressive nunbers, we know
that the travel and tourismindustry is a very
conmpetitive business.

Just because our past has been successful, it
does not automatically nmean our future will be. W nust
al ways be striving to pay attention to our custoners’
needs and expectations, sonetines even before they know
what they are.

The Pocono Mountains are going through a
renai ssance of some significance these days.

Hi storically well known as a destination of choice for
honeynooners, our survival as a destination requires
that we be highly regarded in other areas as well.

Si zabl e i nvestnments by private industry in the
mllions of dollars over the past few years, new
launching facilities and attractions are |aying the
foundation for a new and i nproved tourism experience for
visitors to the Pocono Mbuntai ns.

But even with all of this, visitor experiences
are not conplete without an equally robust supply of

aneni ties; such as, shopping, dining, and various
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entertai nment options.

Wth nore than eight million person trips by
non-residents to the Pocono Muntains on an annual
basis, we desperately need to nake avail able a plethora
of opportunities for these mllion of visitors to
gleefully part with their hard earned cash.

In a 2006 report done by the Travel Association
of Anerica on Donmestic Travel clearly indicated that 6
percent of the nation's 234 million leisure trips take
part in some formof gaming. That is a market
opportunity of nore than 62 mllion household trips.

For this group of travelers, gam ng can be seen
as a recreation and our entertai nment expense that is
integral to their overall travel experiences.

Let me be very clear, it is not our intent for
t he Pocono Mountains to be known as a gam ng destination
but rather as a diverse year round destination that
of fers gam ng as one of many anmeniti es.

I know that the good fol ks here at the Vacation
Charters Split Rock Resort feel that sane way. Wth the
Class 3 License that they are requesting, the Pocono
Mount ai ns Convention and Visitors Bureau
ent husi astically supports this request. Thank you very
much.

HEARI NG OFFI CER LLOYD: Thank you.
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Qur next speaker will be Mark Harry from Carbon
County Chanber of Comrerce.

Dd M. Harry appear today?

No, then we will nove on.

I ndi vi dual speakers, first speaker, Joseph
McAl eer. | apologize in advance if | m spronounce
sonebody' s nane.

MR. McALEER  Good norning, Your Honor, Board
menbers. Thank you for the opportunity to offer sone
conment s about the Vacation Charters Limted' s
application for a Category 3 Gami ng License.

My nane is Joseph McAleer. MWy wife and | are
residents of Village Greens, the golf course depicted in
the slide show you saw in Split Rock

Interestingly, our hone is approximtely a
guarter to a half nile fromthe proposed | ocation of the
Category 3 ganming facility.

I aman attorney with a civil litigation
practice, 90 percent of ny practice is insurance defense
wor k representing commercial insureds throughout the
state as Defendants in liability actions.

I'"'ma transplant. | was born and raised in
Phi | adel phia. Before practicing law, | served in the
Phi | adel phia Fire Departrment for 20 years as a fire

officer. | retired in 1992 and started practicing the
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foll owi ng Monday.

W have owned property in the Pocono area since
1992. W were weekenders initially and | oved the area
and what it had to offer and we cane to seriously
consider retiring here.

Around 2002, we decided to sell our weekend
house in Bear Creek Lakes up the road on 903 and | ook
for an area to establish a pernmanent residence.

W are both active adults with grown children,
who wanted to nove to a stable conmmunity where we coul d
enj oy our eventual retirenment and not worry about our
i nvestnents.

W quickly learned that the Split Rock, Lake
Harnmony area is a four-season resort, often referred to
as the jewel of the Poconos.

bvi ously, before picking up stakes and novi ng
here permanently, we certainly wanted to know what and
if any way living in a resort community would inpact our
lives.

Surely, we didn't want to risk our retirenent
savi ngs and piece of mnd by choosing the wong type of
comrunity to live in.

W realized and friends advised that living in
a resort conmunity could present potential problens to

| ocal residents particularly if the resort business had
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no interest in pronoting the health and welfare of the
community in which it is situated

That is why we, ny wife and |, exhausted every
effort in determning how, if any way, resort activities
woul d i npact on the | ocal community; particularly, if
the resort business had no interest in pronoting the
heal th and wel fare of the conmunity.

O course, we quickly realized that any inpact
woul d be directly related to how Vacation Charters felt
about that conmmunity.

Jack Kalins is the CEO of Vacation Charters
Limted. He is the voice of the business, and he cares
deeply about this community.

Hs care is evidenced by his comritnent to the
nmeasure and grow h of the comunity. He has never
proposed anything that the community did not wel conme or
accept .

H's care for the conmunity is evidenced by his
support of the emergency services of which I sit on the

| ocal boards of the fire department and anbul ance.

I am encouraged by his application and I -- 20
seconds, please. | amencouraged that the tax revenue
wi Il be generated by an increase in overnight stays and

the anticipated job growth of $4.5 million in annua

payroll. | whol eheartedly recommend the acceptance of
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his application for a Category 3 facility |icense.
Thank you very nuch

HEARI NG OFFI CER LLOYD: Thank you. Qur next
speaker is Matt Denbinski. |Is M. Denbinski here?

MR. DEMBINSKI: Yes. Good norning. M nane is
Matt Denbinski. | reside at Split Rock Resort in Lake
Har nony, Pennsyl vani a.

Thank you for the opportunity to be heard.
come to you today as a resident of Split Rock Resort and
al so an owner of a local building conpany, which has
been fortunate enough to have had continued growth
partially due to the visions of the principal of the
resort.

Wth this said, | would like to go on record in
support of the Cass 3 License being applied for by
Split Rock and would like to offer the foll owi ng reasons
why.

I will comment both as a resident and as a
| ocal businessman. First, ny famly has lived in the
resort for five years now.

I have noticed the many inprovenents every year
to all of the anenities including a well-nmaintained
infrastructure. W believe that this has -- this has
prot ected our personal asset.

Sonme of these investnents are, as Chuck was
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sayi ng, new golf course, country club buildings, indoor
water park, and | believe a well-bal anced concept of
inmproving the resort's appeal while nmaintaining the fee
of the outdoors, which nmakes Pocono living so
attracti ve, has been obvi ous.

In keeping with the resort's history of
i nvesting back into the property, |'msure that the
acquisition of a license will only nmean this investnent
will continue into the future.

In addition, while this license only applies to
the guests at the resort and the potential for these
guests to spend nore tinme with us, | believe it creates
nore of a destination resort, which in return all ows
t hese guests to spend or invest in our |ocal econony.

| also feel that the license will offer just
anot her reason to choose Split Rock for their vacation
Along with it being only an hour and a half from New
York or Philadel phia with easy access to the state roads
only eight mles way, furthernore, it has a | ong
reputation for quality service.

In closing, the continued dynam c busi ness
phi |l osophy of the resort in applying for this Cass 3
permi ssion will enable nore people the opportunity to
see our community and are nore likely to invest in

ei ther vacations or the housing market. \Whichever it
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may be, it will have a direct positive inpact on our
| ocal econom cs. Thank you for your tine.

HEARI NG OFFI CER LLOYD: Thank you.

Next, John MEl roy.

MR. McELROY: Hello. How are you-all doing?
Wl cone to Kidder Township, Lake Harnmony. 1s this a
beautiful place? This is a great place to live.

I came from South Phil adel phia 33 years ago.
VWhat a great place to live. Wien | was told -- when
told some friends that | was going to speak on behal f of
Split Rock Resort obtaining a gam ng |icense and that |
had to tal k about the positive things that Split Rock
brings to our conmunity, they all asked nme, how |l ong do
you have to speak? The whole day? | said, no. |'ve
only got three minutes.

Wth its ideal location and its abundance,
abundance of anenities, the resort at Split Rock has
established itself as a principal vacation |ocation in
the western part of the Poconos

At the junction of Interstate 80 and the
Pennsyl vani a Turnpi ke within a couple of mles of the
two big ski resorts, right here right across the street,
and did anybody notice that the Pocono Muntai n Raceway
is only two niles away?

Two weeks a year, it's the third largest city
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in the State of Pennsylvania. Did anyone notice that?

The Split Rock Resort offers the quintessential
vacation destination for people fromnot only the New
York, Philadel phia, Baltinore, Washington Metro area,
that as | personally know, as a |ocal business owner,
fromsone countries around the world. | met a couple
fromCalifornia yesterday on their honeynoon right here
at Split Rock.

Bottom|ine, we have nany anenities. | could
talk all day about that. | still have a minute and 20
seconds.

Great |ocation, easy to get to, and nost
i mportant, nost inportant, Jack Kalins and the Kalins
fam ly, hard working, comunity-m nded, will be great
custodi ans for your casino |license. Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER LLOYD: Thank you.

M. ME Troy was the last on ny list. Have we
m ssed anyone, or has M. Harry appeared today?

Ckay. Then Vacation Charters, if you have any
cl osi ng remarks.

MR. DI CKINSON: Thank you. No, we really
don't. W just really appreciate everyone comng to see
us today and allowing the public also to hear what we
have to say.

CHAI RVAN Di G ACOMO COLINS:  When is the water
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park opening, what is that schedul ed date?

MR. DI CKI NSON:  August 8t h.

HEARI NG OFFI CER LLOYD: Well, then thank you
for all com ng today and the Public Input Hearing is now
adj our ned.

(The hearing concluded at 9:45 a.m)
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I hereby certify that the proceedi ngs and
evi dence are contained fully and accurately in the notes
taken by nme on the within proceedings and that this is a

correct transcript of the sane.

Hillary M Hazlett, Reporter
Not ary Public






