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HEARI NG OFFI CER ZIELONI'S:  Coul d | have your
attention, please? Could |I have quiet in the roonf?
Pl ease, quiet in the room

Good norni ng, everyone. Welcone today. | am
Kenneth Zielonis, and | amthe Presiding Oficer for
this Public Input Hearing today to be conducted by the
Pennsyl vani a Gam ng Control Board.

Bef ore we begin, please turn off all of your
cell phones, beepers, BlackBerries, etc., so we don't
di sturb the speakers and other nenbers of the audience.

At this tine, | would |ike everyone to rise for
the Pl edge of All egi ance.

(Pl edge of Allegiance.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER ZIELONI'S: As the Presiding
Oficer, | call to order this Public Input Hearing for
Category 1 Applicant, Valley View Downs.

The date is May 15th, 2008. The tine is
approxi mately 9:03 a.m, and the location is the
Mahoni ng Townshi p Community Center. This Public Input
Hearing is convened by the Pennsylvania Gam ng Control
Board pursuant to the authority found in Section 1205b
of the Pennsylvania Gaming Act in the Board's Regul ation
at 58 PA Code Section 441a. 6.

The Board nenbers present today for this

hearing to ny imediate right and your left is our
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Chai rman, Judge Mary Di G acono Colins.

Continuing to my right, starting your left,
starting at the screen is Commi ssioner Janes G nty.

Next to himis Conm ssioner Gary Soj ka.

Next to himis Conm ssioner Sanford Rivers.

To ny imediate left and your right is
Conmi ssi oner Kennet h McCabe.

Next to himis Comm ssioner Jeffrey Coy.

Next to himis Conm ssioner Raynond Angeli.

Good nor ni ng, Conmi ssi oners.

The court stenographer is Hillary Hazlett, and
the Clerk to the Board is Mckey Kane and they are
seated at the table to ny far left.

The Board and its staff would like to thank
Mahoni ng Township for making its Conmunity Center
avail able to the Board for this Public Input Hearing and
the Township staff, especially Francis Poncho Exposito,
hi s cooperation, and hard work has been essential in the
organi zati on and preparation and hol ding of this Public
I nput Hearing today.

This is the second Public Input Hearing in a
series of four hearings of the Board designed to allow
the Applicants for the remaining Category 1 and the two
avai |l abl e Category 3 Sl ot Machine Licensees to present

their plans before the Board and the public.
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These hearings will allow individual menbers of
the public, comunity groups, elected officials, and
| ocal government representatives to express their
t hought s and share their concerns about the proposed
projects with this Board. The hearing will continue
until the last schedul ed speaker regi stered has had the
opportunity to speak.

The order of the speakers today is as foll ows:
The Applicant for the Category 1 Slot Mchine License,
Vall ey View Downs will nmake their presentation first.

Then we will hear fromany Legislators, |ocal
governnent representatives, conmunity representatives,
and i ndividual nenbers of the public who have registered
to speak in that order.

If necessary, we'll take a short break at the
appropriate tinme. Valley View Downs will have 40
m nutes to nake their presentation.

Each Legislative official will have five
m nutes to speak. Representatives fromthe |ocal
communities will be given 30 mnutes to speak.
Communi ty group representati ves may speak up to ten
m nutes. |Individual nmenbers of the public will each
have up to three minutes to speak.

For the local nunicipalities, we are providing

Lawr ence County and Mahoni ng Township 30 minutes. Any
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non-| ocal representatives fromthose other areas will be
given five mnutes to speak

Each speaker should begin their remarks by
stating his or her nanme, your municipality and state
where you reside. |If speaking on behalf of an entity,
pl ease identify it.

W will have all speakers sworn in as a group
ina fewnnutes. To assist all speakers in adherence
tothe time limts to be set, | have in front of me an
el ectronic stoplight. The light will show green,
yel | ow, and red.

When the light turns green, the speaker's
allotted tine has started. Wen the light turns yell ow,
for Valley View Downs only five mnutes will remain in
their presentation. For all other speakers, 30 seconds
of your allotted tinme will remain.

When the yellow |ight cones on, speakers should
wap up their comments. Wen the light turns red, a
beepi ng sound will begin; and you are expected to step
away from the m crophone.

If your time runs out and you have coments
remai ni ng, please subnit themin witing to the Board.
| would also like to rem nd anyone, if you choose, that
you may submit witten comments that may be included as

part of the record of this Public Input Hearing. These
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commrents nmay be an alternative to |live testinony today
and may be submitted at this hearing or any of our other
Public I nput Hearings and you can al so submt them

t hrough the website; ww. pgch. state. pa.us or you can
mail comments to us.

W will be accepting witten coments for 60
days after the close of this hearing or until July 14th,
2008 when this evidentiary hearing for this Public |nput
Hearing will be cl osed.

If you are a speaker today and you have witten
notes or testinony which you will read from when you
are finished with them if you would please hand them
if possible, to the court reporter, that woul d be
hel pful .

In addition, a copy of the Code of Conduct of
this hearing has been nade avail able at the front desk;
and | expect that all in attendance today to pl ease
adhere to our Code of Conduct for this public hearing.

Much will be said during the hearing today and
we are all interested in being able to hear. So |
respectfully request your assistance in conplying with
those rules as a courtesy for the speakers and the court
st enogr apher.

In addition, the nmedia is present today; and

al so, our nedia person, Doug Harbach, is here, if you
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have any questi ons.

Pl ease do not interfere with the -- we ask that
the media not interfere with the speakers and conduct
yourselves as if you were attending a formal Court
hearing. Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

Now, if anyone is going to be speaki ng today
and you have registered, would you please all rise to be
sworn in?

(Speakers sworn en masse.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER ZI ELONI'S:  Thank you very nuch.

Vall ey View Downs, if you are ready to proceed
we will begin.

MR. DeROSA: Madam Chai rman, nenbers of the
Board and nenbers of the audi ence, good norning. M
nane is Joe DeRosa. |'mthe CGeneral Manager of Gaming
at Valley View Downs and Casi no.

I would like to thank you everyone for being
here today and for their interest in Valley View Downs.
We are very pleased to be here this nmorning to present
i nformati on about our exciting project and specifically
its inmpact to the comunity.

I would like to begin our presentation by
i ntroduci ng the senior managenent team and founder of
Cent aur Gami ng, our parent conpany.

First, M. Jeff Smith, Mnagi ng Director of
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Racing; M. Kurt WIson, Chief Financial Oficer, and
M. John MLaughlin, President. Finally, the Chairnan
and Chi ef Executive Oficer of Centaur Gam ng, M. Rod
Ratcliff.

MR, RATCLI FF: Good norning. Thank you, Joe.

Chai rman Col i ns, Menbers of the Board, and
staff, ladies and gentlenen, we are very excited to have
the privilege to present Valley View Downs to you today.

As we go through this program |'m sure you
will see that we have designed a worl d-cl ass
entertai nment facility.

First, I would like to spend a few nonents
telling you about Centaur Gaming. They say a picture is
worth 1,000 words, so we have put together a brief
vi deo. Thank you.

(Vi deo played.)

MR, McLAUGHLIN:  Good norning. |'mJohn
McLaughlin, President of Centaur Gaming; and |'m excited
to be here this norning to talk to you.

First, | would like to ensure the Board that we
understand the gravity of the gami ng |icensing process
and appreciate all of the time and resources the Board's
staff and investigators have devoted to our background
i nvestigation, including many |ong nights over many

nont hs.
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Qur records and activities have been conpletely
open to the investigators. W pronptly responded to
each and every request for information.

Qur executive team has been licensed in
mul tiple gam ng jurisdictions and Centaur has been
licensed by four different regulatory agencies in three
different states.

W can assure you this is the nost thorough and
ext ensi ve background investigation in our conpany's
hi story.

W are pleased to participate in this process
and we have two highly experienced executives, who wll
provi de the day-to-day | eadership necessary to build and
operate a project of this magnitude.

I would like to introduce the General Manager
of Racing, M. Brian Elnore. Brian has been involved in
the pari-mutuel racing industry for over 30 years.

Initially, as an owner/trainer understands the
i ssues and concepts inportant to horsemen. Brian has
worked as a track official at several racetracks
t hroughout the country and served the last 13 years in
the Churchill Downs organi zati on.

Wiile with Churchill, Brian served as Vice
Presi dent of Hooi ser Park and npbst recently as Vice

Presi dent and General Manager of Ellis Park in Kentucky.
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Brian | ooks forward to the building and

devel opnment of Valley View Downs as the prem ere harness

racing facility in the United States.

You have already net M. Joe DeRosa. As
Ceneral Manager of Gaming, Joe will oversee the
devel opnment, | aunch, and ongoi ng operations of gam ng at
Val | ey Vi ew Downs.

He has nore than 30 years experience in the

gam ng industry in the three | argest donestic markets.

Thr oughout his career, Joe has had direct responsibility

in financing, devel opnment, and operations of both
start-up projects and expansi on prograns.

Most recently, Joe was the Executive Vice
Presi dent of Operations at the Las Vegas Hilton and
Ceneral Manager of Resorts East Chicago, both owned by
Resorts | nternational

He has opened properties for the Trunp
organi zation in Atlantic City and also in the Chicago
markets. We are very pleased to have Joe and Brian
serving in the | eadership roles at Valley View Downs

This slide shows two renderings of our
facility, which will truly be the entertai nnent
destination in the Northwest Pennsylvania and Eastern
Chi o narkets.

Vall ey View Downs is expertly planned and
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designed and will include 3,000 state-of-the-art sl ot
machi nes, the only one-nmile harness racetrack in the
Commonweal th, and a variety of dining and entertai nnent
options.

You'll hear a lot nore about the facility
during our presentation and | can assure you that both
t he Conmonweal th and Mahoni ng Township will be very
proud of this once conpl eted.

This is a map of Pennsyl vania and Eastern Chio,
whi ch hi ghlights our excellent denographics. One of the
reasons we are so excited about the site is that it
conbi nes both great denmographics with limted
conmpetition.

There are 2.1 nmillion adults within 50 miles of
our facility. W're the closets ganing destination to
Youngst own, Akron, Cd eveland, and Northwest Pittsburgh
subur bs.

This slide highlights the popul ati on
denogr aphics at Valley View Downs as conpared to other
| arge gami ng destinations.

At Valley View Downs, we have 6.1 mllion
adults within a 100-nile radius as conpared to 6.6
mllion in Detroit, 5.4 mllion in Cncinnati, and 2.9
mllionin St. Louis. Once again, very strong

denogr aphi cs.



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

15

W1l Cumm ngs prepared an i ndependent marketing
and economic inpact study, which I will sunmmarize in the
next few slides. WII is a very well respected
econom st, who has engaged i n managenent consulting
since 1975 in over 40 states, provinces, and foreign
countries and has devel oped very sophisticated
statistical nodels called gravity nodels for use in the
gam ng i ndustry based on his proprietary database of
mul tiple gam ng jurisdictions.

Based on WIll's detailed gravity nodel, the
proj ected annual taxes and fees generated by Valley View
Downs is $217 million; $134 nmillion is targeted |argely
for property tax relief for the residents of
Pennsyl vania, $47 million will provide a direct
financial benefit to all harness industry participants
t hrough enhanced purses and breeder devel opnent funds,
$20 million will be provided to the state econonic
devel opnment and tourismfund, and $16 mllion is
projected for the local county fund.

Vall ey View Downs will create many job
opportunities for Mahoni ng Townshi p and the surroundi ng
comrunities along with the necessary training to perform
t hese | obs.

1,500 construction jobs will be required to

build the facility; and once the project is conpleted,
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anot her 1,000 perrmanent jobs will be required to operate
Vall ey View Downs as a first-class gam ng and racing
desti nati on.

In addition, WIIl estimates that hundreds of
additional jobs will be created in the conmunity in
order to service the additional tourists that are
arriving fromoutside the comunity.

WIl estimates in his econom c inpact report
that the jobs discussed in the last slide will generate
payrol | and benefits of $73 nillion on an annual basis.

Goods and services that will be purchased as a
result of the devel opnent and operations of Valley View
Downs equates to $193 million on an annual basis for a
total annual inmpact to the local community of $266
mllion.

In addition, tourismin the local comunity
wi Il be enhanced as a result of five mllion people per
year visiting Valley View Downs

W were fortunate in Cctober of |ast year to
fly through a small hole in the clouds during the
begi nning of a very difficult credit market and secured
$995 million dollars of financing at the Centaur Gam ng
corporate level to devel op these two exciting new gam ng
pr oj ect s.

$455 mllion of the financing is being used to
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design and build Valley View Down, which will be one of
the nmost innovative, fully integrated racing and gam ng
destinations in Pennsyl vani a.

I would like to turn it back now to Joe, our
capabl e General Manager

MR. DeRCSA: Thank you, John.

Now, we would |like to present Valley View Downs
by use of our architectural renderings and show you j ust
how amazing it |ooks and feels.

This is a Category 1 License and therefore wll
be associated with horse racing. W acknow edge and
appreci ate the efforts of the Pennsyl vani a Harness
Raci ng Conmi ssion | ed by Chairnman WIt, Conmi ssioner
Manuel , Comm ssioner Welch and Deputy Director Leppler

To design and construct this facility fromthe
raci ng side, we have engaged | eadi ng experts in the
field.

Robert Parsky, a specialist in the design of
pari-mutuel facility's, has over 35 years experience in
the racing industry.

He has directed the design of many nmjor
racetracks, including the Meadow ands, Garden State, and
Rem ngt on.

Charles E. Coon and Sons has been the leader in

desi gn, construction, and nai ntenance of racing surfaces
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for all breeds of horses. They have assisted over 50
racetracks across North America.

Luckett & Farley, founded in Louisville in
1853, specializes in the design and backstretch
facilities and is best know for its design of the fanobus
Churchill Downs Twi n Spires.

The actual construction of Valley View Downs
will be managed by the firmof LP Gminelli nmaking use
of |l ocal conpanies and workers to conplete the facility
in approximately 13 nonths.

LP Cmnelli is no stranger to constructing
casi nos and racetracks and is no stranger to the
Commonweal th of Pennsyl vania. Some projects include the
Meadows, Munt Airy Casino, and Wheel i ng Downs.

Wirl d-cl ass projects call for world-class
architects. W have engaged just such a conpany. Cope
Li nder Architects of Philadel phia has desi gned many
wel | - known projects such as the Borgota Casino Hotel and
Caesars Hotel and Casino both in Atlantic City.

Recently, they desi gned Ponmpano Racetrack and Casino in
Fl ori da.

They have taken the vision of M. Ratcliff and
the Centaur team and created a masterfully integrated
facility.

The property's floor plan is designed to keep
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the mapjority of our restaurants and entertai nnent
options on the second | evel, where patrons can enjoy a
panoram c view of the action but still be separate

W have taken special care to design this
facility to nake convenient circulation for any guests
under the age of 21 while still restricting themfrom
the gaming floor. |In other words, there is no need for
mnors to cross the casino floor.

Today, we have with us M. Steve Henkl eman of
Cope Linder Architects. Steve has earned his bachel or
and master's of architecture degrees from Princeton
Uni versity and has been responsi ble for dozens of
projects including many hospitality and gam ng
facilities. He will now take us through the project.

MR. HENKLEMAN: Thank you, Joe.

Good norning. It's ny distinct pleasure to
gi ve you a tour through the exciting plans we have for
Val | ey Vi ew Downs and Casi no.

The site as you see in the slide is located
just a fewmles north of here and is bounded on the
nort heast by Route 422, to the east by Route 551, and
al ong the north side by Baird Road.

The 250-acre site is divided into three main
areas. CQur feature conponent is the Conmonwealth's

first one-mle harness track |located in the center of

19
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the site.

Circling the west side of the track is a
state-of-the-art backstretch facility housing the barns,
paddock, adm nistrative, and other support facilities
for racing.

The bal ance of this site is devoted to our
customer experience. |t houses our featured
270, 000- squar e-foot casi no and grandst and entertai nnent
facility designed for integrated expansion of any of the
programfacilities offered.

Surroundi ng and supporting the facility, we
have acconmopdat ed over 6,000 parking spaces easily
accessed from 422 and 551 along four-Ilaned, tree-lined
boul evards entering the site.

Unique to this building and other racinos, we
have two public fronts to the building. The slide shows
the southern front, which is what our arriving patrons
will see.

It features to the right of the slide our grand
five-lane port cochere leading into the central atrium
and acconmodati ng customers of all ages.

To the west end or to the left of the slide is
a second major entrance to the facility taking patrons
fromparking directly onto the casino fl oor.

These two entrances flank a center feature area
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uni que to many of the casino areas because we're
allowing a viewinto the casino for arriving patrons.

What our arriving patrons will experience is a
vi ew of the bar, casino beyond, and the excitenent that
lies ahead for themwhen they enter the facility.

W have taken special concern with our port
cochere designed. They are two towers, stone clad with
soft luminars at the top signaling the main entrance.
These are tall enough to announce the entrance for al
those arriving along the entry boul evard and parking
field, which is necessary to bring the scale of these
entrances down for a patron who has left the car and
wal king into the facility.

As this rendering shows natural materials of
stone and wood, we have brought that scale down so it is
a confortable, well-lit entrance experience for those
patrons.

Qur second front is the track-side front. W
have broken away fromthe tradition of a |large, glass
encl osed grandstand area and created a series of smaller
pavilions nore in scale with the nature of the use and
human scal e for our patrons.

In this slide to the left, the pavilion houses
our grandstand seating and behind it race book area.

The center pavilion is our track-side dining and buffet
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with the officials' area above.

You catch a glinpse on the right part of the
side of the unique sports club and seating area of that
pavi lion, which also faces onto the track

Qur spaci ous apron features outdoor seating so
that the customers who like to be closer to the action
on warm afternoons and eveni ngs can sit out and watch
the races and enjoy the evening hours.

Next to that, we have a raised terrace dining
area, so that the patrons at the apron can have a casual
meal , sit under colorful unbrella-clad tables and enjoy
the races and the relaxation there.

As the plan shows, this is the casino and track
| evel plan. W have organi zed the | ayout around the
central two-story atrium This atriumwel cones all
patrons arriving at the port cochere and gives a clear
and open access and view to the track upon entering the
facility.

As the custoners |ooks up fromthe two stories,
there is a clear indication and invitation to all of the
anenities offered on the upper |evel.

Turning to the left and just a few steps away
is our 3,000 slot machine casino floor. As you can see
fromthis plan, we have divided our floor up to provide

conveni ent access around and through the casino floor,
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provi di ng dedi cated wi de wal kways.

Qur patron is never far fromthese wal kways and
has easy access to all of the anmenities offered on the
floor.

Runni ng down through the middle of the casino
fl oor, we have a w de avenue, which will house our
el ectroni c gam ng nachines and is connected on the north
side or upper part of this slide to our exciting sports
club concept.

At the south end or the bottom of that avenue
on the slide is our feature bar. It will not be a
gam ng area, but an area to step a couple of steps up
fromthe casino floor to relax and have a drink in a
| ounge setting, and it features a few private booth
areas with their own video screens.

The cage area is |ocated on the north side of
the casino floor providing easy access for anyone on the
floor, and to the back of that, inmediately accessible,
is the Gaming Control Board offices and the State Police
of fi ces.

This | ocation affords both agenci es easy and
direct access to both the cage and the fl oor and an
oversight of the route to the arnored car. It also
provi des easy access fromthe dedicated parking for both

agenci es on the west end of the buil ding.
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In addition to the exterior terrace dining area
| nmentioned earlier, inside, we have a causal food court
area overl ooking the casino floor and directly
accessible to those in the atrium [It's open to al
custonmers and guests of the facility.

Qur second floor is organized along a grand
bal cony wal kway, which overlooks the atrium and the
doubl e- hei ght casino floor, easily accessed to two
| ocations by escalators, stairs, and el evators.

At the east end or the right of this slide, our
pavilion features the grandstand and 200-seat race book
area with many individual screens and three |arge
proj ection screens to show live video production of
races across the country and around the worl d.

Movi ng al ong the wal kway and overl ooki ng t he
casi no, the next pavilion experienced by our customer is
t he 250-seat trackside dining and buffet area.

The trackside portion of this steps down and
there is an outdoor balcony so that the guests seated
there can watch the live races and overl ook the finish
l'ine.

It's open on the wal kway sides so the patrons
wal ki ng along get a clear view. W hope the snell and,
for me, the excitenment of a dessert island along there

will entice our guests to step in.



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

25

At the far end of the wal kway on the left side

of the slide is our well-appointed fine dining

restaurant with a display kitchen, snmall bar area, and

private dining facilities.

In addition and overl ooking the track is our

group room and neeting room space, also served by a

bal cony all owi ng customers there to step out and watch

the live races as the sul kies cone down the fina

stretch.

The feature of our second floor is at the top

end at the escalators and stairs by the casino.

our concept for a sports club.

That is

During live racing, the front section of this

facing the track terrace is down and there is

confortable club seating for our racing patrons with

beverage and food service and easy access down to the

track.

During neals, |lunch and dinner,

transforned into a sports-oriented,

the space is

causal restaurant,

which transforns in the evenings to a sports | ounge and

club area highlighted by nyriad of video screens,

a

serpentine bar, and a small raised seating area, which

wi Il do double duty as the stage area.

This gives you an idea of the floor plan.

want to give you a sense of the feel

of the space.

W

Thi s
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first viewis of the entry | obby, the two-story | obby
and it shows the causal el egance of the space and the
materials chosen with the nmarble floor and the natura
woods used t hroughout.

It represents clearly the easy access to the
upper levels where the various anenities exist. To the
left, you can see the access and entrance into the
gam ng fl oor.

Qur second viewis fromthe casino floor itself
showi ng the excitement of the doubl e-high casino space
and nore inportantly the integration of that casino
space with the activities on the upper |evel.

On the left side of the slide, you can see the
escal ators, which lead up to the sports club. To the
right of that along the wal kway, our buffet, and you
catch a glinpse even at the far end of the second fl oor,
the video screens of the race book, which are visible
fromthe casino floor

This ends our brief tour. | hope it has raised
your anticipation and excitenent for the facility to the
| evel of ours, as we anxiously await the realization of
Val | ey Vi ew Downs in Pennsyl vania and Mahoni ng Townshi p.
Thank you.

MR. DeRCSA: Thank you, Steve.

Pl anni ng a project of this magnitude requires
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attention to hundreds of details by many experts. The
pl anni ng process is not unique to gamng facilities but
it is cormon to any maj or devel opnent.

I would now like to introduce M. R ch Zeigler,
Director of Devel opnent to discuss the planning process
on these inportant issues.

A professional engineer, Richis a graduate of
Virginia Tech. Rich has been working on mgjor
devel opnment projects in the Northeast United States for
nearly 20 years.

MR. ZEI GER  Thank you, Joe

I have been personally involved in Valley View
Downs for the past five years where | have been managi ng
the due diligence and facility design process.

As you can inagi ne, we have spent a significant
amount of time with the design and regul atory approval s.
W sel ected M chael Baker as our engineer to guide us
t hrough the | and devel opnent process based on their
di verse and extensive experience. They are a local firm
that has the resources to tackle al nost any chal |l enge.

I'd like to revieww th you two aspects of the
| and devel opnment design; the traffic study and public
utility infrastructure.

Traffic is generally one of the | argest

concerns of any developnent. It's a concern that we



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

28

share with the conmunity.

Traffic planning is a three-step process of
eval uating the site access, preparing a traffic inpact
study, and then conpleting road construction plans for
i mprovenents that will allowtraffic to flow
efficiently.

Vall ey View Downs will be |ocated on Route 422
12 nmiles east of Youngstown and three mles west of
Route 60. Route 80 is 12 miles to the north. The
Pennsyl vania Turnpike is 14 mles to the south. W're
just about 50 miles north of Downtown Pittsburgh.

To determ ne what was needed to mtigate Valley
Views' traffic, we net with the Pennsylvania DOT | ast
Sept enber and had Baker performa traffic inpact study.

At those neetings, we discussed and agreed on
the volune of traffic traveling to and fromthe project,
the distribution of the traffic through the roadway
network, the scope of investigation, which included the
seven off-site intersections shown here in blue, and al
of the site driveways shown in orange, as well as
general requirenents for roadway inprovenents.

The traffic inpact study was subnmitted to
PennDOT | ast Decenber and included an anal ysis of
roadway and intersection capacities, site distances and

the need for turning lanes and traffic signals.
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Based on the study, Baker prepared construction
pl ans for Route 422 and Baird Road, which are currently
in the revi ew process.

These pl ans propose reconfiguring Baird Road so
that it intersects with Route 422 at a right angle.

This will provide a safer condition and will have
turning lanes and a traffic signal.

Route 422 will also be widened to create left
and right turn lanes on to Baird Road. Making these
i nprovenents will mtigate any traffic inpact from
Val | ey Vi ew Downs.

As part of Baker's |and devel opnent design
process, they also evaluated the project's
i nfrastructure needs and coordinated with utility
conpani es to deterni ne how t hose needs can be net.

First, on sewage, Mahoni ng Townshi p has been
working on their public sewer project for many years.
Their Act 537 permt was recently approved, which
i ncl udes service for the Valley View Downs site.

Desi gn and construction of the sewage treatnent
pl ant and conveyance systens are expected to be conplete
prior to Valley View s opening.

W al so have an agreenent with PennPower to
bring in electric service and with the Pennsylvania

American Water Conpany, who will extend their systemin
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the area to provide us with public water.

Lastly, we're working with Knox Energy to
provi de gas service for the site and surroundi ng areas.

Now, | will turn it back to Joe DeRosa to
di scuss police and fire.

MR. DeRCSA: Thank you, Rich.

The areas of police, fire, and safety require
initial and ongoing planning. Valley View Downs wil |
have Pennsyl vania State Police present on property.

A list of requirenents to allow the State
Police to provide service has been given to Valley View
Downs.

As a nornal course of business, we will hire
approxi mately 100 guest safety officers to work both

i nsi de and outside the office. These uniforned

i ndividuals will receive extensive training including
enmer gency response and nedi cal services. |In addition,
we wi Il have energency nedical technicians at all tines.

The parking areas of the backstretch sections

will be well lit for security and safety and constantly
patrolled by roving personnel. The latest in digita

surveillance technology will be enployed at Valley View
Downs. These caneras and staff will not only watch the

gam ng action but surrounding areas as well.

New, nodern buildings are equi pped with
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state-of-the-art detection and suppressi on equi pnent for
fire.

Vall ey View Downs will, of course, neet these
requirements in all cases and in many cases has taken
the direction of exceeding the code.

We have spoken with I ocal officials on these
matters and will be neeting to devel op plans and
coordi nate exercises prior to opening.

Many | arge devel opnment projects require the
di spl acenent of hones or create a shortage of adequate
housi ng when workers nove into the conmunity. W do not
anticipate either of these two situations.

However, the rural setting off of Route 422
wi Il have no adverse effect on any hones or structures
in the vicinity.

The overwhel ming najority of our enployees will
be recruited and hired fromthe | ocal communities. In
fact, we expect a very positive inpact on real estate
eval uations in a somewhat sl uggi sh market.

Li kewi se, because we will hire nostly |oca
residents, there will be no effect on the | ocal schoo
syst ens.

Val |l ey View Downs aspires to be a
comrmuni ty-oriented, inclusive corporate entity. To that

end, we have established a diversity plan to assure that
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actively pronote the central goal of equal opportunity
in all aspects of enploynment, procurenent, and conmunity
i nvol venent .

Val | ey View Downs specifically seeks to achieve
the follow ng objectives:

Diversity in our workforce and business
partners that reflect the conmunities in which we
oper at e.

I mpl enent ati on of policies, procedures, and
systens that support and encourage the principles of
diversity in a diverse work environment.

Creation of a work environment that respects
different cultures, capabilities, genders, and ages and
enbraces diversity as a strength.

I nprove community relations as a result of a
commitnent to diversity.

Valley View Downs is solidly conmtted to
provi ding responsible gamng initiatives for our
enpl oyees and guests.

These prograns and initiatives will address
probl em ganbl i ng, underage gam ng, unattended chil dren,
and responsi bl e al coholic beverage service.

W take positive steps to inmedi ately address

these issues to avoid harmto our guests, enployees, the
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communi ty, or business operations. The goal is to
assure that each visit to Valley View Downs is a quality
entertai nment experience.

W will enploy a long list of responsible
gam ng initiatives; each focused on a specific goal.
Training will be done at the tinme of hiring and as an
ongoi ng program

After 30 years in the ganming industry, |I'm
fully commtted to the practice of responsible gam ng.

I have worked closely with agencies and governnments to
constantly inprove prograns relating to this inportant
matter.

As you can tell by now, we're very proud of
Val l ey View Downs and Casino. W're commtted to the
positive inpact that we will have on this part of
West ern Pennsyl vani a.

W are committed to providing quality,
experienced | eadership at both corporate | evels and
Valley View Downs itself. M. Elnore and | bring over
60 years of conbi ned experience to this gamng facility.

We have shown you a conmitnent to build a
worl d-class facility. Qur racetrack will be a one-mle,
state-of -the-art harness track with quality backstretch
bui | di ngs and vi ewi ng opti ons.

The gam ng and entertai nnent conplex will be
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nore than 270,000 square feet, just short of 6 acres.
It will confortably house 3,000 slots and pari -nutue
facilities in elegant finishes.

W have nmade conmitnents to detail such as high
ceilings, good air quality, and keeping mnors in the
appropriate areas.

Qur food and beverage anmenities will range from
fine dining to a food court. W're conmitted to the
posi tive econonic inpact such a project will bring to
the area.

Vall ey View Downs is projected to have as many
as 5 nmllion visitors annually, provide over $200
mllion in taxes, and, of course, create jobs; first,
construction jobs and then as nmany as 1, 000 pernmanent
jobs. These are good jobs, positions with conpetitive
wages, benefits, and career opportunities for
advancement .

O course, this all cones with a commtnent to
be responsible citizens, responsibility to observe
diversity in all aspects of our business practice.

W will operate all aspects of our business in
a safe and responsible manner. Nothing is nore
important than to give back to the conmunity where we
resi de.

On behalf of M. Ratcliff, the entire Centaur
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team all of our future enpl oyees and guests, we thank
you for allowing us to be part of this dynam c process.
Thank you very nuch

(Appl ause.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER ZIELONI'S: | have been advi sed
that we have room downstairs in the basenment. There's a
viewi ng monitor down there. So you are all -- in the
back of the room you are welconme to participate
downstairs

Val | ey View Downs, you will be provided 15
m nutes at the end of the last private speaker to
address any questions.

Now, we will have the Legislators speak

Representative Chris Sainato.

REPRESENTATI VE SAI NATG  Thank you

Menbers of the Board, Centaur, and guests, |
wel cone you to the Ninth Legislative District.

Western Pennsylvania is a vital area. For our
Board nenbers just a little background, we have gone
t hrough two econom ¢ downturns. The first one was in
the late 70s, and the second one in the |ate 80s when we
| ost many of our industrial areas. W have al ways
reel ed fromthat over the years.

This project gives us an opportunity in Wstern

Pennsyl vani a to rebound, to becone a touri st
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desti nati on.

I"ma menber of the Tourism Recreationa
Devel opnent Conmittee, as well as the Gami ng Oversi ght
Committee in Harrisburg. | have seen what these types
of projects have done throughout the state.

This project, in ny opinion, will surpass many
of the facilities that are there. W have a workforce
in Lawence County, skilled | abor trades, people that
just want an opportunity.

This is a destination resort. Fromny
experiences of working with Centaur, they are very
positive, conmmitted to Western Pennsylvania. |It's not
just for Lawence County. |It's Beaver County, Mercer
County, Butler County, Eastern Chio because it's going
to create those opportunities for all of us to finally
rebound fromthe economic turmil which we have seen
over the last 30 years. | think it's so vitally
important for us as a comunity.

I"'min ny 14th year as a Legislator. | worked
ten years as a Congressional Aide. | have 24 years of
public service

In the 24 years of public service, | have never
seen a comunity cone together as it has the last four
years as we conpeted for a project in Lawence County.

Al levels of government, fromthe county to
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our local supervisors, to the mayor, and the council in
New Castle, to the supervisors throughout the county and
t hrough the surrounding counties to cone together for a
proj ect, Denocrats, Republicans, we worked as a unit to
try to achi eve success within Lawence County and the
whol e regi on because this is a regional asset.

When you | ook at what these gentlenmen want to
do and M. Shick and the paraneters, the jobs, the
construction and it's positive.

I think that's what this area is |ooking for
positive, good feelings. Most of the custoner base is
going to cover three mles fromthe state line
Boar dman, Youngstown, the Chio market. That's what we
need.

W need to draw those people into
Lawr ence County and put that into our community so we
can grow in a positive way and positive neans.

Responsi ble gaming is vitally inportant. |
have di scussed it with these guys. | serve as the
Responsi bl e Gami ng Chairman for a national organization,
the National Council of Legislators from Gam ng States.
You' re aware of that organization.

W are committed to nmaking sure that this
gamng is responsible. | look forward to working any

way | can with Centaur, through that organization to
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make sure that the gaming is responsible.

I just think that we have cone a long way in
this process. | respect the Board because | know how
t horough you are. You have lived up to the standards of
our law, which we passed four years ago.

When you | ook at Centaur and | ook at what they
are willing to do, we have exceeded everythi ng
Destination resort, it's just not about the nachines.
It's about people. It's about the comunity.

It's about doing the right thing because
sonmetimes gaming is controversial. W know that, but we
want to do it the right way, the way that has a positive
i mpact on communities. | think that is what this
project is all about.

It's been a privilege for ne to participate in
this process for the past four years. W have ups and
downs and positives and negatives; but at the end, it's
going to be a positive.

The financial commtnment that they're willing
to make of a conmunity of this size is phenonmenal and
the other factors that M. Shick and his projects that
are going to surround this facility is phenonenal .

This is sonething no one could have i nmagi ned
four years ago of how much of an investnment will be in

this comunity.
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W will have diversity. W wll have all
levels. Qur commitment is if you want a job in Wstern
Pennsyl vania, you will finally have that opportunity
through this project and the other projects.

I thank you for letting ne address you today.
| wish you enjoy your stay in Wstern Pennsyl vani a.
Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER ZI ELONI'S:  Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER ZI ELONI'S: Senator Geral d
Laval | e.

SENATOR LaVALLE: | always have to follow the
tall guys. |In Beaver County, we're only about 5' 10"
overall.

Madam Chai rwonan, nenbers of the Board, as a
menber of the State Senate representing Lawence County,
| want to begin by welcom ng you to our area of the
Commonweal t h.

In the interest of tine, ny prepared statenent
wi Il be short, but please do not allow the brevity of ny
remarks to be taken as nothing | ess than overwhel m ng
support of the Valley View Downs proposal before you.

As all of you are well aware, we have cone a
I ong way since the passage and enactnment of Act 71 of

2004 that | was happy to support as a nenber of the
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State Senat e.

There can be no doubt that this Act, which
effectively legalized controlled gaming in this
Commonweal th has and will continue to generate val uable
financial resources that will be used to reduce the
onerous property tax burden placed on Pennsyl vani a
honeowners while at the sanme tine attracting new
devel opnment and creating virtually thousands of new jobs
for our residents.

Al'l of you seated before nme are to be credited
for this service and your |ong hours devoted to the
chal  enge of building this new industry in Pennsylvania
fromthe bottomup, oftentines under intense pressure
and unwarranted criticism

I, for one, can understand the difficulties you
face throughout the process. | want to thank you for
your perseverance.

Valley View Downs will a be a state-of-the-art
facility in our corner of the Commonweal th that wll
of fer new jobs and busi ness opportunities for our
residents and an entertai nment venue not only for those
in the Keystone State but for several surrounding state
jurisdictions as well.

Valley View Downs will certainly becone a

contributing partner with the Conmonwealth and join a
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nunber of simlar facilities throughout the state that
wi Il generate new dollars each and every year to be used
to assist our residents.

At the time, as a Category 1 License, Valley
View Downs will play a significant role in hel ping the
horse racing industry in our area and throughout the
state thrive |like never before.

These benefits, however early, are indeed
comng to fruition as we have seen over the past year
and a hal f.

Let nme conclude by adding that we in this area
of the Commonweal th are fortunate to have a proposa
bei ng advanced by Centaur, a serious, experienced, and
highly respected firmthat has passed the test of tine
when it cones to buil ding and operating worl d-cl ass
gam ng venues.

| whol eheartedly support the Valley View Downs
proposal as do thousands of ny constituents, who eagerly
await the grand opening.

Your support in expediting the process where
and when possible is certainly welconed by all. | thank
you, again, for your tinme and your service and the
opportunity to appear before you today. Thank you very

nmuch.

(Appl ause.)
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HEARI NG OFFI CER ZI ELONI'S: Representative Jim
Ferruchi e.

MR FERRUCH E: M name is JimFerruchie. [|I'm
here today representing the Ofice of Congressman Jason
Altnmire from Pennsylvania's Fourth Congressiona
District.

The approval of the ganing |icense for Centaur
in Lawrence County is critical to future devel opnent
grow h in the region.

The Lawrence County site is an inportant
el ement in providing property tax relief to citizens
t hr oughout the Conmonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a.

More inmportantly, it will rapidly and
dramatically attract outside private investnent to the
region, this region of Wstern Pennsyl vani a.

It will enable others to invest in nixed use
devel opnment in the surroundi ng property bringing
econom c drivers such as hotels, restaurants, retail,
entertainment facilities, and residential devel opment to
a degree not possible or feasible without the casino
serving as the anchor tenant.

This type of exciting devel opnent dovetails
with the rebirth currently underway in New Castle. New
Castl e has seen new busi nesses nove into its downtown

area, has enhanced its public squares, and inproved the
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transportation systens.

This progress can be sustained and accel erat ed
with the location of the casino and its acconpanyi ng
proj ects near by.

| amvery pleased to be here today to convey
Congressman Altmire's support for the numerous
nei ghbor hood devel opnent initiatives and | ocal
busi nesses that are working to i nprove comunities
t hroughout Lawrence County and the Fourth Congressional
District.

I am confident that this casino project will be
a critical conponent to the continued growth of Lawence
County in Western Pennsylvania. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)
HEARI NG OFFI CER ZI ELONI'S: Representative Jaret

A. G bbons.

REPRESENTATI VE G BBONS: Thank you. |'m
Representative Jaret G bbons. | represent the Tenth
Legislative District. I'mfromE wood City,

Pennsyl vani a here in Lawence County and represent the
district that covers the majority of Lawence County not
covered by Representative Sainato, as well as portions
of Butler and Beaver Counties.

I was not a nenber of the Legislature as ny

coll eagues were at the tine the Gam ng Law passed. As |
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entered into the Legislature |ast year, gam ng was
al ready here.

It's now operating in sites across the
Commonweal th. This year, we are finally seeing sone of
the benefits of that statewide with the first use of the
property tax relief gam ng nonies.

I amglad to see that we are noving forward
here in Lawence County. W are finally going to have
the opportunity to see a |l ocal inpact here in Law ence
County with Valley View Downs.

This is an inportant part of bringing econonic
devel opnment back in Lawence County. It is not since
the days of big steel that we have seen a project of
this magnitude and this amount of inpact here in the
Law ence County area.

On top of the econom c devel opnent
opportunities, we're going to see a great asset for the
agricul tural community, a major conponent of Law ence
County with the racing facility as well as the gam ng
facility.

I"mlooking forward to working with Valley View
Downs and working with our local officials as we utilize
t he econom c devel opnent dollars that this will bring to
Lawr ence County and projects such as the Elwood City

Redevel opnent and ot her projects throughout the Tenth
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Legislative District.

I'"malso |ooking forward to the fact that we
wi Il have new jobs created. As we heard earlier, over
1,000 jobs coming directly fromthe facility on top of
the other jobs with the related facilities.

I think this is going to be a very inportant
part of the continued growth of Lawence County as we

nove forward.

So, | certainly appreciate your work with the
Gami ng Board. | appreciate the work that Valley View
Downs has done. | look forward to seeing the operation

of what appears to be a great gamng facility and a
great asset for our community here in Lawence County.
So, thank you

(Appl ause.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER ZIELONIS:  Now, | would like to
have the nenbers speaki ng on behal f of Mhoni ng
Townshi p; Glbert G Lucarelli, Francis Exposito, Vito
J. Yeropoli, Gary M Pezzuolo, if you could come
forward. Gentlenen, you have 30 minutes to share.

MR. PEZZUOLO. Thank you. Good norning. M
nane is Gary Pezzuolo. |'mone of three supervisors for
Mahoni ng Township. | would Iike to wel cone the Gami ng
Board and the community menbers to today's hearing.

I''mhonored to have served ny comunity in this
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position for the past ten years. | amequally as proud
to serve as | amfollowing in ny father's footsteps.

Four years ago when we were inforned of a 50
percent chance that a racetrack was com ng to Mahoning
Townshi p, we started maki ng pl ans.

The ideas for a sewage facility inline to
service to the Hllsville area were inpl enented.

Wth thought, with the harness |icense being
i ssued, we amended our plans to include the capacity to
adequat el y service the track.

Gowing up in the Township, | wtnessed the
many j ob opportunities created by the |inmestone industry
a half century ago

Li nestone was mined locally and delivered to
steel mlls located in Chio. At the tine when asked
where they worked, nost of our community nmenbers proudly
answered right here in Mahoni ng Township either in the
linmestone quarries or in the blacktop business or on the
rail road.

Unfortunately, many of these jobs were lost in
the late '70s due to business relocations. As a result
of the closings, many of the |local community nenbers in
today's workforce nmust travel to Pittsburgh, d evel and,
and Erie to seek enpl oynent.

As a father of three college children, | |ook
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forward to new enpl oynent opportunities locally that the
racetrack will provide to residents of the Township. 1In
addition to providing many jobs, people who enjoy
ganbling will no longer have to travel to West Virginia
or Canada.

On a recent trip to the Wst Virginia facility,
I was surrounded by | ocal residents. Wth the new
casino right here in Mahoni ng Townshi p, these
i ndi vi dual s who engage in recreational ganbling will be
able to see proceeds benefiting and stinulating the
| ocal econony.

Job opportunities and recreation are just one
of many benefits this area will experience as a result
of the racino.

The supervisors will continue to work with
Centaur to nake changes in the Township as needed to
accommodat e the track

| believe the racino will benefit the
community, a help to the econony, hope for enploynent to

our people, and a promise for a better tonorrow. Thank

you.
(Appl ause.)
MR, EXPCSI TO kay. |'m Francis Poncho
Exposito. |'ma supervisor of Mahoni ng Township. Al so,

I'"'ma chairman of the Lawrence County Council of
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CGovernnents. |'mthe second vice president of the PA
COG Convention. M passion, I'mthe fire chief for 30
years in this Township.

One of the things | want to address is since
2004, since Bedford Downs canme forth and we turned
around and | set sail with Bedford Downs trying to get
it into Mahoni ng Township and trying to get it in here
to Lawence County just for the jobs and for the incone
that it can do for this area.

Centaur cane in with their proposal, and we
have had a smooth transition period where we have net
and we got everything going.

As | will address, as fire chief, we will do
everything that we need to do possible to supply the
fire and the EMS service we need to do for there.

As Gary was sayi ng about the mning jobs that
we lost in the town, | want to say we have thousands and
t housands of acres that have been stripped of coal
linestone to go fromcities to steel mlls to making
power .

W finally have an opportunity to nmake good in
some of the stripped land that we have. | think it's a
good opportunity for this area

I welcone and | hope you nmake a good deci sion,

the, right decision, and a fast decision. So, thank you
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very nuch.

(Appl ause.)

MR. YEROPOLI: Hi . Ladies and gentl enen,
menbers of the Gam ng Board, and nmy esteened col | eagues,
| wel cone you to Mahoni ng Township. | have been a
supervi sor for seven years and a lifelong resident of
Mahoni ng Townshi p.

Li ke ny father, who was a supervi sor before ne,
ny heart is with the people. Never in ny wldest dreans
woul d | believe Mahoni ng Townshi p woul d host the
opportunity for a racetrack and a casino. The economc
i mpact on this community is unlimted. W need the
jobs. Do the right thing and award Centaur the gami ng
license in which | pledge ny full support. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MR. LUCARELLI: Good norning. Wl cone to
Mahoni ng Townshi p, the residents, our governnental
officials, and any other individuals from other
comuni ties and al so the nedi a.

My nane is Glbert Lucarelli. | have been the
Treasurer here since 1994. | amalso a resident. |
| ook at the awarding of this license to Centaur as a
financial opportunity for our Townshi p.

Ri ght now, we are involved in the construction

of a sewer line and a sewer plant. The revenues from
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the casino will help us to finance that project, wll
allow us to enploy at |east permanently 1,000 peopl e.

We can al so update our infrastructure
specifically roads. W can al so reduce our property
taxes, that's as the Township property taxes to the
resi dents of this Township.

| support the awarding of this license. |
think it's time that we put an end to the application
and the licensing process because | think it's been
goi ng on since 2003.

The sooner that happens, the sooner we renpve
all doubt as to the construction and the conpletion of
this project.

W are in the process now of conpleting our
financial responsibility as far as paying for the sewer
system

W | ook forward to a quick decision on the

50

Board's part as far as awarding this license to Centaur.

Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER ZIELONIS: W're going to go a
little bit out of order to make ny job a little easier.
W' re going to have Lawence County go next.

Dani el J. Vogler, Steve Craig, and Richard

DeBl asi 0. Again, gentlenmen, you have 30 mnutes to
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share.

MR. CRAIG Good norning, Madam Chai rman and
fell ow nenbers of the Pennsyl vania Gam ng Control Board.
My nanme is Steve Craig. |'mthe Chairman of the Board
of the Lawence County Conmi ssioners.

Wth nme today are ny fell ow Comm ssioners, Rick
DeBl asi 0, and Dan Vogler both of whomw Il speak in just
a nonent. Each of us will be very brief in our
comment s.

It's ny distinct pleasure to welconme you to
Lawr ence County on behalf of ny fell ow Commi ssioners and
all of the citizens of Lawrence County.

You may have picked up on the excitenent in
this room |It's spreading and contagi ous. Personally,
I"'mfloating on air. | can't believe |I'mhere today and
| can't believe you're here. W're excited about it.

W' re excited to see all of you here and we're
excited about the future of our community. Law ence
County is 100 percent behind the granting of a license
to Centaur.

The team from Centaur working here in Law ence
County has |istened and understood our rules and
regul ations related to | and devel opnent and has
responded qui ckly and professionally. W feel the

| ocation of the Centaur facility in Lawence County
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guarantees its success.

So let me give you a very brief geographic
orientation on the strategic location you are in here
today i n Mahoni ng Townshi p.

Behind ne less than two nmiles away is the state
of Chio; and nake no m stake, the citizens of Mhoning
and Trunbul I and Col unbi ana County are excited and ready
for this facility to open also. W welconme them across
the state |line into Mahoni ng Townshi p, Pennsyl vani a.

Just to our north is Mercer County. 1In a few
m nutes, you're going to hear fromBrian Beader, who is
the Chairman of the Board of Conm ssioners from Mercer
County.

To our south is Beaver County. Joe Spanik, a
County Commi ssioner is going to be here also or is here
today to speak about their support for the facility.

Directly to our east is Butler County. They
are our friends. They have been very supportive of this
process al so.

I just wanted to let you know, we are united
not just as a county but as a region behind this
proposal. It is not just Lawence County.

Finally, we have been preparing for this nonent
for five years. W're ready to begin the construction

phase. Wien | nmean we're ready, there's a whol e crowd
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of union guys out there that want to go to work today.

I urge you, beg you, and inplore you to issue
Centaur a gaming license as soon as possible. M pledge
to all of you is that Lawence County will nake you
proud, and we'll make the Conmonweal th truckl oads of
noney. Thank you very nuch

(Appl ause.)

MR. VOGLER: Good norning, |adies and
gentlenen. | also want to wel cone you to the best
county in Pennsyl vani a.

I would like to add to what ny col | eague,

Commi ssioner Craig had to say that the Lawrence County
Commi ssioners are united in our support of Centaur's
application for the gam ng |icense.

The econom c inpact of the proposed casi no and
racetrack particularly when coupled with the antici pated
ancillary devel opment which will result will be very
significant not only for Lawence County but also for
West ern Pennsyl vani a and Eastern Ohio.

As I"'msure you're all aware and it's been
al ready touched upon this norning, this region continues
to face econonic challenges which resulted fromthe many
i ndustry cl osings and downsi zi ngs that occurred in the
late '70s and early ' 80s.

Wil e many snal | er diversified businesses have
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repl aced the | arge, heavy manufacturing industries of
yesteryear, our unenploynent rate continues to

consi stently run higher than the state and nati onal
aver ages.

The anticipated 1,500 construction jobs al ong
with the projected 1,000 pernmanent positions that will
result fromthe casino and racetrack will serve as a
much needed econoni ¢ boost for our region.

My two col | eagues and | have worked cl osely
wi th the Mahoni ng Townshi p supervisors, especially on
i ssues pertaining to needed infrastructure enhancenents.
We have al so established a strong working relationship
with Butler County Community College, which is currently
expanding its presence in Lawence County and is
constructing a new facility in nei ghboring Union
Townshi p.

Finally, we are excited with the proposed
devel opnments that Carmen Shick is planning for the
property adjacent to the casino site.

Let nme cl ose by saying that an overwhel m ng
majority of the citizens in this county and in this
region are in support of the devel opnent of the casino
and racetrack.

Accordingly, | join Conmi ssioners Craig and

DeBl asi o in asking your Board to give a thorough but
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license be granted in order that our comunity can
ultimately reap the econom c benefits that will result

fromthis project. Thank you very nuch.

(Appl ause.)

MR. DeBLASIO. CGood norning. | know we have
quite a bit of time left. Believe ne, | won't use up
all of the 30 minutes. |'mgoing to nove us all along

as fast as | can here.

My nane is Richard DeBlasio, |ifelong resident
of Lawence County. |I'ma resident of the Gty of New
Castle and a County Commi ssioner, which | amvery proud
to be and also working with two fine gentl enen.

Madam Chair and Honorabl e Menmbers of the
Pennsyl vani a Gam ng Control Board, good norning. | echo
ny fellow Conmm ssioners Craig and Vogler, welcone to
Lawr ence County. It is truly an honor to be with you
here today.

Qur region represents people who approach
progress with a very cooperative attitude. Evidence of
this cooperation can be seen fromthe very begi nning of
our relationship with Centaur and the proposed
devel opnment i n Mahoni ng Townshi p.

El ected officials and their representatives

fromthe Federal Governnent, State Governnment, county,
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and the Gty of New Castle, as well as the Council of
Cover nnent, which represent the local rmunicipalities of
Lawr ence County who are here today represent that core
of cooperation

W have all worked hard and worked together to
over cone obstacles and nove forward not only in the
Centaur initiative but in many progressive plans to
i mprove our region.

Along with the local officials, a tremendous
working relationship has been built with el ected
officials from Mercer County, Butler County, Beaver
County, and Eastern Chio, some who you will hear from
t oday.

W all work as a teamto help pronote the
region and the Centaur project is a driving force in our
econonmic revitalization efforts.

Exanpl es of our cooperation include the
allocation of $7 million in Act 108 funds to aid in the
expansi on of the Mahoni ng Townshi p sewage pl ant.

Along with this, the Lawence County Pl anning
Conmmi ssi on and the Lawence County Conservation District
continually identify and resolve issues in a tinely
manner to keep the Centaur project on track.

The el ected officials cannot work al one,

however. W have been very fortunate in our support
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fromlocal organizations such as the Lawence County
Econom ¢ Devel opnent Corporation, the Chanbers of
Commer ce of Lawrence County, Elwood Gty, and New

W1 m ngton, the Building Association of Lawence County,
t he Downt own Busi ness Associ ati on of New Castle, the
Beaver, Lawence Farm Bureau, O ganized Labor, Tourism
Pronoti on Agency, just to nanme a few

These organi zati ons have been onboard and
supportive of efforts fromthe infancy stages of this
project, and we anticipate a continued | evel of support
froma nunber of regional organizations.

Oficials of the Lawence County CGovernnent,
Mahoni ng Townshi p Gover nment, and Law ence County
Econom ¢ Devel opnent recently net with representatives
fromthe Diocese of Pittsburgh and Catholic Churches in
Law ence County.

As a group, we presented information related to
the project and the inpact we anticipate in popul ation
and econom ¢ devel opnent to the church | eaders.

The churches in the area have shown a positive
interest in these efforts and see the possible growh in
popul ation as a dynamic force that will have an inpact
on their presence in the region.

Along with the diverse group of organi zations

and el ected officials, we have al so seen trenendous
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support fromthe | ocal education comunity.

Qur county school superintendents neet each
nmonth. They see this opportunity for a growmh as a
positive influence on the school districts as a source
of revenue for schools, as well as a possible popul ation
i ncrease, which will have an inpact on enrollnment in
their various schools.

I can stand here all day and gi ve exanpl es of
the many | evels of cooperation that we are experiencing.
However, | believe you can nmake that assessnment on your
own by the nunber of elected officials and the people
that you see here today and the genuine excitenment that
we all share for the people that we represent.

West ern Pennsyl vania and Eastern Chio is a
dynanic region. W are popul ated by peopl e that have
wi thstood very difficult times with the econonic decline
of the '70s, late '70s and ' 80s.

But our people have stood together to maintain
the area during some of those very difficult and
chal I engi ng ti nes.

This project has been a true sign of hope after
a long and challenging wait for an upswi ng in econonic
gr owt h.

Peopl e are excited. They are optimstic and

resilient. W have proven to ourselves that together we
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can all prevail.

As | nmentioned earlier, cooperation has been
and will be the core of this project. Together, we wll
see this project and many ot hers conme and provide
continued growh to one of the nbst dynamic regions in
Aneri ca.

Now, | join with my fellow Conmm ssioners in
support of the Centaur project. | thank you for your
consi deration. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER ZIELONI'S:  Anton J. Leppler of
the State Harness Raci ng Conmi ssi on.

I remind now these local officials, you have
five mnutes.

MR. LEPPLER  Good norni ng, Chairnman Colins,
Board nenbers, |adies and gentlenen. M/ nane is Anton
J. Leppler. | amcurrently Deputy Director of Racing
for the Pennsyl vani a Harness Raci ng Conmi ssi on.

I bring greetings to you and your fellow Board
menbers from Chai rman Roy WIt, Comm ssioner Manuel, and
Conmi ssi oner Wl ch.

In the interest of tine, | will keep nmy renmarks
brief. On behalf of the Pennsylvania Harness Racing
Commi ssion, |'mhere today to provide you with a brief

summary regardi ng the Harness Raci ng Conm ssion's due
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di I i gence background investigati on and subsequent
awar di ng of the | ast remaining harness horse |license
wi th pari-nmutuel wagering to Valley View Downs.

For the record, | have submitted a witten,
detail ed procedural history of the Valley View Downs
matter for your review and consi derati on.

Based upon the July 2nd, 2007 Suprene Court
deci sion, the Pennsyl vani a Harness Raci ng Conmi ssi on
permtted Valley View Downs to submt an anended
application for the Lawence County site.

After an extensive due diligence background
i nvestigation of the amended application, the
Pennsyl vani a Harness Raci ng Conmi ssion on Septenber 7th,
2007 issued Valley View Downs a harness horse license to
conduct pari-nutuel wagering.

| amsubmitting into the record the findings
of fact, conclusions of |aw, and reason for
determ nation on the Valley View Downs natter

Over the past four years, our respective office
have wor ked cooperatively on investigative matters. |
pl edge on behalf of the Chairman and his fellow
Commi ssioners to continue to provi de whatever
docunentation i nformati on and support you deem necessary

and appropriate. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)
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HEARI NG OFFI CER ZI ELONI'S: Janes B. Morris,
Nort hwest Lawrence County Regi onal Police Departnent.

MR. MORRIS: Ladies and gentl enen, thank you.
| would like to thank you for the opportunity to speak
this norning. It's always tough to follow the
prof essional politicians, but I will give it a shot.

l'mJanes Morris, Chief of Police of the
Nort hwest Lawrence County Regi onal Police Departnent.

We cover 56 square mles that involves Pul aski, Mahoning
Townshi ps here in Lawrence County. 1t's the northwest
corner of the county and hence the nanme

The Valley Viewfacility is going to sit
squarely in the nmiddle of 56 square mles that we cover.
The long-term planni ng that you have heard detail ed by
several people has been mrrored by the Township
supervi sors of Pulaski and Mahoni ng Townshi ps in order
to provide sufficient | aw enforcenent services for the
area around the facility.

Back in October of 2004, after several years of
pl anni ng, we became a natural regional police
depar t nent.

It's ny job as Chief of Police and our job as
the | aw enforcenent entity to serve the people in the
community. W feel Centaur is a menber of the

community. W look forward to serving them W | ook
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forward to growing as a police departnent and providing
t he adequate police services necessary for everything to
run snmoothly. | thank you very nuch.

(Appl ause.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER ZI ELONI'S:  Donal d Dougherty,
Mahoni ng Townshi p Pl anni ng Cormmi ssi on.

MR, DOUGHERTY: | want to wel cone you here as a
Board to Mahoni ng Townshi p and al so on behal f of the
Pl anni ng Conmi ssion, | would like to thank Centaur for
t he cooperation.

Any time we have asked for anything to be done,
they have done it. W |look forward to working with them
into the future.

W would like this to nove as quickly as
possible. Just to let you know, Centaur does just about
anyt hing we ask them

If we have sonmething that doesn't neet the
requi rements, they will work with us to nmake adjustnents
to whatever we can to neet those requirenents.

As soon as we can, we will be grateful to nove
along and award this license to Centaur. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER ZI ELONI'S: Ant hony G
Mastrangelo fromthe City of New Castle.

MR, MASTRANGELO  Good norning. Ladies and
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gentlenen. My nane is Anthony Mastrangelo. | live at
125 East Lancaster Avenue, New Castle, Pennsylvani a.

As Mayor of the City of New Castle and on
behal f of the citizens, we support Valley View Downs
application for a Category 1 Slot Machine License for
the facility to be located i n Mahoni ng Townshi p,

Law ence County.

New Castle is an optinmal third class city with
a popul ation of 25,000. It is the largest city in
Lawr ence County and the seat of Law ence County
Gover nnent .

We are approximately four to five mnutes from
the site of the racetrack and the casino. W wel cone
the potential 1,000 enployees and their famlies who
work and live in our area. It is an excellent place to
raise a famly, only ten and fifteen minutes to work.

New Castle is very famly oriented and has an
excel l ent school systemand first-rate health system
W have men and worman who are going to be trained to
work at the casino and racetrack in addition to the
potential notels and hotels. They're hard working
individuals willing to take on new responsibilities at
all levels.

W are proud to be located in an area where the

one-nmle track will bring the very best to conpete in a
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first-class casino second to none.

The City of New Castle will offer whatever
assi stance is necessary to nake everyone wel cone. The
office of the Mayor is open to all officials of Valley
Vi ew Downs and ot her potential devel opers to assist them
intheir efforts to nake this area first-class.

Once again, the City of New Castle strongly
supports the application for a Category 1 Slot Machine

Li cense by Valley View Downs and hopes it can be acted

upon as soon as possible. | thank you very nuch.
HEARI NG OFFI CER ZIELONIS: Chet Oelli, Gty of
New Cast | e.

MR, ORELLI: Good norning. M nane is Chet
Oelli, Jr. I'ma resident of the City of New Castle,
New Castle Gty Councilnen and a Vice Chairman of the
Lawr ence County COG as well as legislative assistant to
Repr esentati ve G bbons.

As you can see, | wear many hats. Today, |I'm
here representing New Castle City Council and to read a
resol uti on passed for the record.

Resol uti on 2008- 066.

Wher eas, Valley View Downs has submitted an
application to the Pennsylvania Ganmi ng Control Board for
a Category 1 Slot Machine License to be located in

Mahoni ng Townshi p, Lawrence County, Pennsyl vani a.
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And whereas, the Pennsylvania Gam ng Contr ol
Board will hold a public hearing on said application on
May 15th, 2008 at 9:00 a.m at the Mahoni ng Township
Community Center, 4538 State Street, Hillsville,

Pennsyl vani a.

And whereas, Valley View Downs will bring
econom c growmh to Lawence County and al
nmuni ci palities located within, including the Cty of New
Cast | e.

And whereas, it would be in the best interest
of the Gty of New Castle to support application of
Vall ey View Downs for a Category 1 Slot Machi ne License

Now, therefore, be it resolved by the Counci
of the Gty of New Castle, Pennsylvania that the Counci
of the Gty of New Castle, Pennsylvania fully supports
the application of Valley View Downs for a Category 1
Sl ot Machi ne License to be |ocated in Mahoni ng Townshi p,
Lawr ence County, Pennsyl vani a.

This was approved the 8th day of May, 2008 with
a vote of five to zero, certified the 9th day of My,
2008. Thank you very much

(Appl ause.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER ZI ELONI'S: Robert T. Callen,
Lawr ence County Regi onal Council of Covernnent.

MR, CALLEN. Good norning. M nane is Robert
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Callen. | serve as the Executive Director of the
Lawr ence County Regional Council of CGovernnents, COG for
short.

Thi s organi zation since 1999 has 25 | ocal
governnents within Lawence County as dues- payi ng
menbers, inclusive of the County of Lawence, with a
conbi ned popul ati on of 94, 000.

Each | ocal governnment has at least two of its
el ected officials serving on the COG Board of Directors.
On April 2nd of this year, the Board of Directors
aut hori zed and resolved that | present testinony at this
public input neeting on behalf of its memnber
gover nnents.

The COG through its elected | eadership has been
since 2004 at the forefront for advocating a harness
racetrack facility with the Pennsyl vani a Harness Raci ng
Commi ssi on and has worked in partnership with Centaur
Gaming since it was granted a license to proceed with
the track facility here in Mahoni ng Townshi p.

Today, representing the Board | eadership and
the many el ected officials that conprise the 25 | oca
governnents, | offer the COG s position supporting and
advocating that a Category 1 Slot Machi ne Operator
Li cense be granted to Valley View Downs by this

Pennsyl vani a Gami ng Control Board.
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This facility as planned woul d be constructed
here in Mahoni ng Townshi p and | ocated adjacent to the
one-m | e harness racetrack and its acconpanyi ng
grandstand facility heretofore authorized by the
Pennsyl vani a Harness Raci ng Conmi ssi on.

As | understand it, the Pennsyl vani a Racehor se

Devel opnment and Gam ng Act of 2004, as anmended
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t hroughout, the years authorizes the Pennsyl vania Gam ng

Control Board anobng its many powers to oversee the
operations of slot nmachine facilities within the
Commonweal th in addition to granting |icenses to sl ot
machi ne operators. FErgo, the ultinmte purpose of this
Public Input Hearing today.

Qur reasons, although varied, are relatively
sinple. Once a license is granted to Valley View Downs
and after construction is conpleted and the facility
fully operational, we foresee the follow ng comunity
benefits resulting fromyour approval of the license of
Val | ey Vi ew Downs.

Nunber 1, approximately 16 mllion annually
i nfused into Lawence County generated fromthe 34
percent daily gross ternm nal revenues fromthe Valley
Vi ew Downs facility.

Nearly $6 million in annual, local real estate

taxes further supporting | ocal government services on
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An estimted 1,600 construction and 1, 000
permanent jobs with a conbined payroll of 42 mllion a
year. This estimate alone is a boost to not only the
Law ence County comunity but also to the i mediate
regi on inclusive of Beaver and Mercer County
communi ti es.

O the quarterly revenue ultimtely distributed
to Lawence County by the Commonweal th fromthe annual
$16 nmillion as first nentioned, it is anticipated that
nost will be used for needed econom c devel opnent
projects and plans yet to be realized except for the
funds to inplenent them

As a footnote to this item the Board needs to
be aware that the COG through ny office has recently
est abl i shed an econoni c devel opnent circuit rider
initiative whereby assistance is provided to
muni ci palities for the proper planning of public
infrastructure that will ultimately support private
i nvestnment into devel opnent sites and areas within
Law ence County.

This is an intergovernnental initiative that
can only be effectual through a Council of Governments'
mechanismwi th |l ocal elected official involvenent.

It is inportant for the Board to know about
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this during its evaluation of Valley View Downs' |icense
application in that |ocal government commitnent is
evident, via legislative, revitalization grants from our
local legislators and its own resources at present to
prepare for hopeful and eventual private devel opnent

i nvestnments in this county.

Certainly, any earnmarked revenues generated by
Val l ey View Downs slot machine facility will greatly
enhance and accel erate other job-generating
opportunities and their resulting incone investnents
Wi thin our comunities.

Nunber 5, to challenge our recently built
Lawr ence County branch of the Butler County Comrunity
College a fewniles down this road to produce curricula
supportive of the hospitality and entertai nnent
i ndustry, thereby assuring the educationa
infrastructure is in place to train and retrain facility
enpl oyees as technol ogy changes and new chal | enges are
faced.

Nunber 6 and lastly, that a facility in the far
western part of Pennsylvania adjacent to Chio does its
part in contributing to property tax reduction for al
Pennsyl vani ans. Thank you very nuch.

(Appl ause.)
HEARI NG OFFI CER ZI ELONI'S: Bri an Beader, WMercer



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

70

County Conmi ssi oners.

MR. BEADER: Good norni ng, Madam Chair, Board.
I want to thank the Board for the opportunity to provide
testi nony here today.

My nane is Brian Beader. | am Chairman of the
Mercer County Board of Conmi ssioners. | am here today
to speak in support of Valley View Downs. | am sure
everythi ng has been said or will be said; however, not
everybody has said it. So, | will continue with the
full-court press.

When gaming | egislation was introduced in the
State of Pennsylvania, | was a proponent and a
supporter.

Last year, our previous Board of Mercer County
Commi ssi oners unani nously supported Vall ey View Downs.
| am pl eased to announce the current Board with the
addi ti on of Commi ssi oner Lechner and Conmi ssi oner Ammann
and nysel f are, once again, unaninous in supporting
Val | ey Vi ew Downs.

Through our |ocal Workforce |Investnent Board,
whi ch covers Mercer and Law ence Counties, we
continually analyze those industries within our
jurisdiction which conprom se significant segnments of
our workforce. One of those industries is the building

t rades.
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I am pl eased to announce and al so say thank you
to Centaur for guaranteeing and making a conmitnent to
utilize 100 percent local, skilled building trades
craftsnen for this construction project that they are
about to enbark upon.

Anot her industry that is very inportant to
Mercer County is agriculture. As a matter of fact,
agriculture is the No. 1 industry in Mercer County. W
beli eve we have a sufficient anbunt of farns to provide
t he necessary resources for a harness racetrack of this
si ze.

If you |l ook at this project froma pure
busi ness sense for the State of Pennsylvania, we have a
track with a ganming license in Erie and bel ow
Pi tt sburgh

Here we sit right in the mddle al ong
Interstate 80, right at the end of the future
destination of Interstate 376 and just 10 to 15 m nutes
away from a popul ati on base outside of the State of
Pennsyl vani a, the Mahoni ng Vall ey, and Chio.

For the reasons | just nentioned, job creation
tourism and the inpact on the agricultural comunity,
we believe that Valley View Downs with a gaming |icense
has a potential for great success in our region.

As you can see, we are united; and we strongly
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ask for a favorabl e deci sion.
(Appl ause.)
HEARI NG OFFI CER ZI ELONI'S:  Mayor Janes

Ludi ciani of the Village of Lowellville, Ohio.

Okay. We'll nopbve on to the conmunity groups
now.

Linda D. Nitch and Robert Del signore. |
understand you'll be sharing ten m nutes.

M5. NITCH Yes. W'Ill be brief. Good
norni ng, everyone. Welconme to Lawence county. [|I'm
Linda Nitch. |1'mthe Executive D rector of the Law ence

County Economi c Devel opnment Cor porati on.

This corporation has been in existence for over
50 years with the nission of increasing the
conpetitiveness and the productivity of businesses
| ocated here in Lawence County to naintain the |oca
jobs that are here and hopefully create new ones.

The devel opment of Valley View Downs with its
1,500 construction jobs and the estinmated permanent
staff of 1,000 full-time and part-time jobs represents
the | argest econom c devel oprment project in recent
tinmes.

The 45 nmenbers of the Lawence County's
Econom ¢ Devel opnent Corporation Board of Directors

support the issuing of the ganing license to Centaur for
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this new endeavor.

I would like to take you back to the beginning
of this decade when Law ence County enbarked on a new
road to prosperity.

The first phase was the creation of MII ennium
Technol ogy Park, a 500-acre high technol ogy park that is
within 4 mles of Valley View Downs.

This park is targeted for advanced
manuf acturi ng, such as food processing, pharnaceutical
production, and el ectroni c manufacturing.

Pad-ready sites are nearly conpleted and the
first building has been constructed. Wth Valley View
Downs in such close proximty, there's an opportunity to
partner with Centaur as well as with Carnmen Shick and
ot her devel opers for the extension of utilities that
will benefit the projects.

This will be an excellent exanple of the
mrroring of private investnment with the public
i nvest ment .

Al so, during this time, there is a rebirth of
t he downtown of New Castle with the injection of over
$10 million of state funding for inprovenents of the
infrastructure.

Recently, Elwood Cty has enbarked upon a

revitalization programtargeted to the comunity's
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commerci al corridor.

I see the second phase to this road to
prosperity with the devel opnent of Valley View Downs and
t he ot her proposed devel opnents.

The casino and horse track will bring added
di mension to the community. There is already a great
interest of individuals |ooking to purchase farns to
house their horses.

Additionally, the county has right now a year's
supply of hones available for sale for future enpl oyees
of Vall ey View Downs

Wth an average cost of $89,000 for a hone,
this county offers current and new residents a value in
housi ng.

| have always been taught in economc
devel opnment, it is in the inport of fresh dollars in the
comrunity that builds its econony. This casino is
expected to inport $240 nmillion fromoutside the state.

The spinoff of additional involvenment and
i nvestnment is already occurring east of the site in
Uni on Townshi p and nunerous other commercial projects
are bei ng investi gat ed.

The final phase of this road to prosperity will
arrive after the casino is up and running. Strategic

pl anni ng that Lawence County will be receiving fromthe
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| ocal revenue sharing has begun.

The county is, of course, respectful of your
need to fully investigate this project; and we are
hopeful that after today's hearing, you will be
confident that issuing the gamng license to Centaur for
this developnment will be in the best interest of the

County of Lawence and the Commonweal th of Pennsyl vania

and a pronpt decision will be greatly appreciated.
Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MR, DELSI GNORE: Good norni ng, Madam Chai r woman
and Board nenbers. | appreciate the opportunity to
speak here today. | thank you all for visiting our
communi ty.

Robert Del signore is ny nane. | |ike the way
you said it better. It sounds nore original. | mght
change it.

My job as president of econom c devel opnent, |

have a passion to try to create jobs. | think about
this all of the time. | have been in the comunity al
of nmy life, been in business here all of ny life. I'm

retired at this time.
I would tell you that what | see that alarned
me nore than anything else. W talk about our seniors.

The State of Pennsylvania is No. 3 or No. 4 in higher
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education, universities, colleges. W're 47 -- 47th in
exporting these educated young peopl e.

So we educate themin Pennsylvania, and they go
everywhere else to get their jobs. That has to stop and
the only way we can do that is to create viable jobs in
the communities close to us so they have an ability to
find adequate work that can provide for their fanmilies.

The seniors, the nobney that they're going to
receive for the tax rebates is going to be wonderful.
There's no question about it; but greater than that is
if they could have their children and their
grandchil dren around them that would be worth nuch nore
than all of the noney we're tal king.

The only way that can happen is to have jobs.
W have the | abor force. W have tradespeopl e that have
to go out of the area to work because there is not
enough here.

Qur nedi an incone is |ower than nost of the
counties in the state and absolutely | ower than the --
all of the states in the US, yet, we have everything to
of fer and we need this opportunity.

This will be the catalyst, Centaur, the Shick
famly the Teback family will make the change and you
menbers can be that body that nakes it happen for all of

us, especially the seniors. Thank you.



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

(Appl ause.)
HEARI NG OFFI CER ZI ELONI'S:  Janes Downs.

MR. DOWNS: Good norning, Madam Chair
representatives fromthe Board, and guests from Centaur
and politicians way too numerous to nention.

You have been wel coned to the Conmonweal th of
Pennsyl vani a and a beautiful Commonwealth it is, | thin
the nmost beautiful corner of the Conmmonwealth. Wl come
to Mahoni ng Townshi p.

I would like to take this opportunity at |east
for nowto welconme you to Christ the King Parish, which
is where you are.

I have been a priest of the Diocese of
Pittsburgh for 38 years; and for 33 years of those, |
have been | ucky enough to serve the Catholic community,
specifically here in Lawence County.

| amhere to speak in alittle bit of a
different kind of angle to this. First of all, |
certainly recognize with any reasonable citizen the
econom ¢ value of welcoming this enterprise, wonderfu
enterprise into our comunity.

As we all know, there are always with things
like this other issues, ancillary but inportant and one
of them frankly, is shall we call it a noral issue for

want of a better term
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I am here to assure you frommny 33 years of
living and working in this county and certainly
ecunenically, not just with the Catholic churches and
the Catholic folk but with other christian parishes and
even with non-Christian religions, there is not in this
county any kind of a hue and cry to burn down the
racet rack.

As a believing community, and believe nme when
tell you that we are a believing and a practicing faith
community here in Lawence County of nany and diverse
religi ous experiences and expressions, the overwhel m ng
majority of the people in this county will welcone this
on every level including their faith I evel.

I don't know now how nany are going to pray to
CGod to win, but I can assure themthey cannot bot her
because | haven't hit the lottery yet.

But | would also like to say, though, those
people if any of themare here today, that first of all,
there is no norality attached to ganbling anynore than
there is norality attached to eating ice cream It is
specially a human act. It is an adult human act.

I believe and | think nost of us are in
agreenent that adults have to be responsible for their
own decisions inlife. It is not up to the church or

t he governnent or any other institution to cone into ny
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life, into ny house, and tell ne what is best for ne.
Frankly, it raises ny hat.

I think those of us especially those of us who
are really proud to be Americans have that kind of
experience and sense.

I can stand before you today and say that | am
very proud to tell you that | ama grateful recovering
al cohol i c.

Wth the help of God and a | ot of good people,
| have not had a drink for over ten years; but | can
al so assure you that that did not happen to me because
all of the bars cl osed.

Now, | nust adnit that there were a coupl e of
themthat | thought night.

(Appl ause.)

MR. DOMNS: The fact is they didn't and sone
ot her poor sap is sitting on the chair that used to have
nmy name on it. God bless himor her

It is our responsibility as adults to make
decisions. | can assure you that, as | say, nost people
in this coomunity, | speak to the Board, are not opposed
to this venture on any kind of noral or religious
grounds at all.

I hope |I can speak to us all and encourage us

to recognize that this is, in fact, a good thing that is
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com ng to us.

It is not going to create a ganbling problemin
a region that frankly is a very heavy ganbling region.
So nore than a lot of places in this nation and even in
Pennsyl vani a, fol ks around here are savvy when it cones
to ganbling.

W' re not babes in the wood. Every nmom and pop
in every supernarket has lottery machines in it. W are
surrounded by bingo. W even have off-track betting in
Uni on Townshi p that has been there for years. This is
not new or news to the folks in Lawence County,
certainly not Mahoni ng Township, | can assure you that.

The fact is that putting a racetrack, putting a
casino will not create one conpul sive ganbl er any nore
than opening up a bar will nake one nore al coholic in
the community, any nore than opening a donut shop or an
ice creamstore or a bakery is going to create one nore
di abetic or opening a restaurant is going to nmake one
nore conpul sive overeater suddenly appear |ike magic.

These are all issues and facts that as human
beings we face in our lives. Everybody has to deal with
something. | don't know why. Wit until you die. Ask
Cod and maybe he'll tell you.

The fact is that when there are people who

di scover problens, our obligations, and here | am
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speaking for the church as one and all, our obligation
is to reach out a helping hand to those folks.

I can assure you that the parishes of Law ence
County deaneries will be available and so will their

facilities for anyone who struggles with any kind of

81

struggle or any kind of an addiction including ganbling.

There are facilities in the county that have been there
for years to help these peopl e.

In ternms of religious experience and the
religi ous expression of Lawence County, Mahoning
Township, | would Iike to assure the Board there wll
be, as | say, no hue and cry, no one is going to be
I ynched, no one is going to be burned in effigy.

On behal f of the religious community, welcone
one and all and wel conme in wonderful project. Thank
you.

(Appl ause.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER ZIELONIS: W will now take a
short five-m nute break.

(Break.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER ZI ELONI'S: Ladi es and
gent | enen, please take your seats. W'Il|l get started
again. W'Il continue to the conmunity groups. WII
JoAnn McBride please conme to the podium

Ladi es and gentlenen, please be seated. W're
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now going to reopen the record.

CGo ahead.

M5. McBRIDE: Good norning. M nane is JoAnn
McBride. Menbers of the Gaming Board, |adies and
gentl enen, as the official/unofficial, self-proclained
cheerl eader for Lawrence County, wel cone.

In preparing nmy remarks today, | tried not to
dupl i cate what ot her people have said. So, | went to
the one statenment that has guided the path of the
Lawr ence County Tourist Pronotion Agency for nearly 18
years, our mssion, which sinply states that the
Lawr ence County Tourist Pronotion Agency will encourage
support, and advi se on issues concerning tourismrelated
econom ¢ devel opnent growt h suitable for the best
interests of the area by providing a positive atnosphere
t hrough education, pronotion, and cooperation.

I'"'mgoing to break apart that statenent this
nmorning. Tourismrelated economic growmh. This casino
woul d provide the catalyst for other tourismrel ated
attractions throughout the region.

The sky is the limt and creativity is the key
to unl ocking the many other attractions that can be
devel oped.

Suitable for the best interests of the area,

this casino would bring new visitors to the area who may
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not otherw se venture into Lawence County. This
comunity has so nmuch to offer in the way of history and
cul ture.

W have the third largest dd Oder Am sh
community in the United States. Two replicas of the
Statue of Liberty, one in New Castle and one in El wood
City. There are only six across the Comonweal th and we
have two of them

W have a Native American heritage through a
smal | borough nanmed Wanpum Plus, New Castle is known
nationally as a fireworks capital of America. Al of
these will conplinent the existence of the casino.

Providing a positive atnosphere through
educati on, pronotion, and cooperation. Education, one
of our main objectives, and this has been devel oped by
the Board of Directors, is devel oping training nodul es
for various segnments of the hospitality industry so that
any new visitor will feel welconme and their questions
wi Il be answered.

Pronotion, that is what we do best, whether it
is publishing informational literature, advertising, or
public relation efforts, we will work to ensure that the
word gets out not only about the casino but al so about
any new attractions devel oped with the casi no.

Cooperation, our goal is to forma partnership,
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not only with Centaur Corporation but with the other
devel opers in ensuring that our nutual goals are al
met .

You can be assured that the Lawence County
Touri st Pronotion Agency will use its nmany resources,
locally, regionally, and throughout Pennsylvania to nmake
sure that a casino established in this conmunity will be
successful .

In closing, | had the opportunity to speak to
t he Pennsyl vani a Gam ng Conmi ssi on several years ago and

| told themthat if we would get a gaming |icense, |

woul d do a happy dance. |I'mtelling you the sane thing.
W get this casino license, |I'mdoing the happy dance.
M. DeRosa, |I'mlooking forward to a great

fireworks display at the opening of the casino. Thank

you.
(Appl ause.)
HEARI NG OFFI CER ZI ELONI'S: David C. Copper
MR. COPPER: Good norning and wel cone to

Law ence County, again. M nane is David Copper. [|I'm

the President of Lawence County Chanber of Commerce

I'"'mhere to speak on behal f of the Chanber of Commerce.
The Chanber would like to go on the record as

fully supporting and endorsing the Valley View Downs

casino project here in Lawrence County and recomend to
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the Gam ng Conmi ssion that the gam ng |icense for the
sl ot machi nes be granted.

I"mnot going to reiterate all of the reasons
why there is such a potential for econom c devel opment
for Lawmence County with this project. | think they
have al ready been clearly articul ated.

The Chanber is extrenely excited about this
project and offers its full support and hope that you
woul d favorably grant it. Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER ZI ELONI'S:  Now, noving to the
i ndi viduals. John J. Bongivengo. [|I'mrem nding,

i ndi vi dual s have three m nutes.

MR. BONG VENGO. My nane is John Bongi vengo
listed as an individual speaker, but |I'malso the
Law ence County District Attorney. | expect you to say
nmy name right if you' re going to get out of the county.

Early in January, | argued before 12 nmen and
wonen of a jury to put an individual to death. Now, I’
standi ng before you arguing to give this county life.
That is what everybody is here for.

That is essentially what Valley View has done
for us is breathed newlife into this county. |It's
obvi ous fromthe econom c devel opnent that is going to
happen.

As District Attorney, |I'mnot going to stand

85
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here and say that I'"mnaive that there is not going to
be problens associated with an influx of noney and
people into the area, but the econonm c benefits clearly
out wei gh any probl ens.

My office is conpletely dedicated to anything
that Centaur wants |egal and anything that M. Shick
wants to help out this county.

The telltale sign in that presentation was the
map. | have been District Attorney for three years, and
| have al ways asked why Lawr ence County and surroundi ng
areas has a severe drug problem That is because drug
deal ers have figured out that they have access to every
maj or highway in every ngjor city within the surroundi ng
area and Centaur has figured that out as well.

It is time to put it to use for a good purpose
and build this comunity back up to what it once was,
and | thank you for your tine.

(Appl ause.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER ZI ELONI'S: Ron Batt oni

MR. BATTONI: Good norning, Chairman Colins,
menbers of the Gamng Board. M nane is Ron Battoni. |
amthe Executive Director of the Pennsyl vani a Harness
Horsenmen' s Associ ation or PHHA. Before | endi ng our
support to the project, PHHA eval uates the proposal by

asking three key questions: WII it aid in the
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devel opnment of the sport, will it be positive for our
menbers, and will it be good for harness racing fans. |
am pl eased to say that Valley View Downs neets al

three.

First, Valley View Downs will aid in the
devel opnment of Pennsyl vani a standardbred raci ng because
it will provide a brand new, state-of-the-art track
within close proximty to a nunber of popul ated areas.

Al so, for our horsenmen and wonen, Valley View
Downs will provide a new option that conplinments the
Meadows, the existing harness track in Western PA

Though the two tracks are only 60 mles apart,
it is unlikely that the harness racing progranms will be
in direct conpetition.

In fact, as we have seen in the eastern part of
the state separated by 120 niles, the two tracks that
exi st today have worked together and co-exist.

Finally, Valley View Downs is great for fans.
The devel oper, Centaur Gaming, is highly experienced in
the creation and nmanagenent of harness racing. Thanks
to their successful involvenent with Hoosier Park in
| ndi ana.

The PHHA has been in comunication with Vall ey
Vi ew Downs and their CEO of racing, Jeff Smth, and have

devel oped the highest |evel of confidence and trust in
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their ability to nake Valley View Downs a prem ere
raci ng and gam ng desti nati on.

When you factor in the additional benefits of
sl ot machines, it becones clear that Valley View Downs
has all of the necessary elenents to hel p take harness
racing to a new | evel of conpetitiveness in the west and
continue raising the profile of Pennsylvani a harness
racing on a national scene.

Therefore, we believe that Valley View Downs
wi Il be overwhel ming, positive for the sport, as well as
Pennsyl vani a harness racing and the agriculture
i ndustries.

Thi s conbined with Centaur's denonstrated

ability to manage a successful harness raci ng venue and

to change and to adapt will be great for the city and
the community. | thank you.
(Appl ause.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER ZI ELONI'S: Rocky Medure.

I remind the individuals, please provide your
muni ci pality and your address.

MR. MEDURE: My nane is Rocky Medure. I|I'ma
resident of the City of New Castle. M address is 417
Jennys Lane, New Castle, Pennsylvani a.

I'"'mhere to speak on behal f of Centaur and al

of the residents of the county. | wear two hats today.
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One is as a businessman. | graduated from Duguesne
University a few years back and cane back to town to
hel p my father run our construction conpany.

On the other hand, | speak as a young man who
canme back to an area where there was little. Moving
from Pittsburgh where there was so nmuch to do and so
many things going on and coming to an area where things
have sort of faltered or fallen off for a long tine and
peopl e haven't had great opportunities, it was
di shearteni ng.

Looki ng around, there wasn't nmuch to do. There
was not much to be hopeful about. This has changed
greatly. There is so much hope associated with this
proj ect and so much hope associated with the future of
what the town could be and both from a busi ness
standpoint, | inplore you but froma personal standpoint
as a young man who will one day be raising a famly here
in town and would prefer for themto have good
education, things to do, clean safe places to hang out,
and a real future for the town, that possibility is in
your hands.

I cannot add to or articulate any further what
everybody has said very accurately before nme. | hope
that you make the smart decision and the right decision

in granting thema license. Thank you very nuch for
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your tine.

(Appl ause.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER ZI ELONI'S:  Frank Tel esz.

MR. TELESZ: Madam Chair, Board, ny nanme is
Frank E. Telesz, Jr., 1421 State Route 956, Vol ant, PA.
As stated, nmy nanme is Frank Telesz. |'ma proud third
generation of Lawrence County.

I"mvery proud also to say that | have been
raised on and still live on an active, famly-operating
dairy farm

Wth that work ethic, with nmy hands and skills
growing up, led ne to an easy transition on to the
bui | di ng trades.

I'"'ma Journeyman el ectrician by trade fromthe
| BEW LU 712 and here today to speak on behal f of the
Lawr ence County Buil ding and Construction Trades.

This year in May of 2008 marks 55 years of the
Lawr ence County Building and Construction Trades. |
have heard today that this hearing is called input or
inmpact. | prefer to call this hearing inpact this
nor ni ng.

Why? Because the facility of Valley View Downs
will inmpact the lives of over 800 building and
construction nen and wonen in Lawr ence County.

It will be a great feeling to know that every
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have hospitalization, does have a pension, and we wl|
make a respectful |iving wage.

There are many thanks that need to go to a | ot
of people in this room First, we have to thank the
Covernor and the Legislators for their vision of the
gam ng i n Pennsyl vani a.

Second, we need to thank the Shick famly for
putting Lawence County on the map.

And third, Centaur, thank you very nuch for
what you are doing for the county. Centaur has agreed
with the Building Trades to do the project 100 percent
Bui | di ng Trades.

In turn, the Building Trades will give their
guarantee that the project will be built on tine and
under budget.

| assure the PA Gaming Control Board that
Vall ey View Downs is the right choice. Thank you

(Appl ause.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER ZI ELONI'S: Bob Gal azi a.

MR GALAZIA: M nane is Bob Galazia. | am
not hing nore than a 50-year resident of Mahoning
Township. 1'Il take another direction with this thing

W here are Wstern Pennsylvania. W are not

Pittsburgh. Although Pittsburgh is located in Western
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Pennsyl vani a, they are not us.

Taking this into account, | want you to, if you
woul d, pl ease, | ook at the State of Pennsyl vania putting
nmoney into two stadiuns in Pittsburgh, an arena that is
now in the process, and about to put sone noney into
mass transit, none of which will do Wstern Pennsyl vani a
much good except that Pennsylvania will be paying there.

In this project, private noney, no state noney,
so all that you people can do when you go back to
Harrisburg with a feather in your cap and say, we didn't
spend any noney. The state didn't spend a dine; private
funds.

The only thing that can happen to us is this
noney is going to come from Wstern Pennsylvania to
Harrisburg. Please don't let us be that part of the
state that no one seens to know about. Renenber, we are
West ern Pennsyl vania. Thank you very nuch.

(Appl ause.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER ZI ELONI'S: Edward MCready.

MR. McCREADY: Top of the norning to you. |
want to wel conme each and everyone of you to our fine end
of the state. | would Iike to thank you for allow ng ne
to voice ny support for Valley View Downs.

As you have heard from nunmerous speakers before

me, Valley View Downs will contribute greatly to the
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econom c revitalization of Lawence County and
surroundi ng comuni ti es.

The Vall ey View Downs | ocation and track | ength
will nmake it very attractive to breeders from nearby
st at es.

Thi s convenience allows for interstate traffic
and trade and could allow for an even stronger
partnership from horse breeders from our neighboring
state.

The increased dermand for agricultural products
will not only help our farners but sustain farms
benefits in our commnities as well.

Once farmand is converted to other uses, it is
permanently lost. | heard soneplace they call it the
good book. They quit making earth a long tine ago.

Vall ey View Downs will help preserve farm and
and nmai ntain our healthy and diverse system Qur
agricultural industry will benefit fromhaving this
trenmendous asset in our comunity.

During the racing season, the horses will be
consumi ng at | east 700 bails of hay, nearly 2,000 pounds
of grain, and using between 4 and 500 bails of straw
each week, thus giving us, the local producers
opportunities to provide our product to the horse

br eeder s.
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These nunbers do not

include all of the |ocal,

small farnms and facilities that will be used to breed,

raise, and train these horses when they are not on the

track itself.

Let's not forget about the veterinary services

and the tax enterprises,
this grow ng equi ne industry.

Much beyond that,

which will be needed to supply

Val l ey View Downs w |l be

giving farmng famlies what has been | ong overdue;

revenue and the confidence in a future.

94

| believe it's everyone's dreamin this roomto

turn that empty field into a piece of land that wll

gi ve back to the community.

(Appl ause.)
HEARI NG OFFI CER ZI ELONI' S:  Sanuel Shilling.

Thank you.

MR. SHILLING Good norning. M nane is Sam

Shilling. | reside now 15 niles north of here in

Mercer, Mercer

County. | amthe regional manager for

the Carpenters Union in 15 northwestern counties here in

Pennsyl vani a, including Law ence County.

I am also a proud del egate of the Law ence

County Building and Construction Trades Council, which

represents 15 trade uni ons throughout our nation and

North Aneri ca.

When |

was younger

attended the Highl and
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Avenue G ade School right here in New Castle in the |ate
'50s and early '60s.

I renmenber ny dad taking nme downtown to a
bustling city of then 50,000 people, not the 25, 000.
You could buy anything here. The streets were full of
people. It was vibrant. It's a wonderful community, as
it still is.

This project, we, as a Building Trades believe
will bring this vibrance back to New Castle and the
surroundi ng regions, many counties in many areas close
to here as we have all heard about this norning.

Wth M. Ratcliff's handshake and commtment to
build this racetrack and a casino with 100 percent of
our local affiliated Building Trades craftsnen, their
commitnent to fam|ly-sustaining jobs will begin right
out of the gate. No pun intended there.

Wth all of these positives this project will
bring to our region, we would urge a quick and deci si ve
approval of this gamng license to benefit all of the
hard working citizens of the area. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER ZI ELONI'S: Leo ol ba.

MR, GOLBA: Good norning. M nanme is Leo
Golba. | reside at 3305 South Parkside Drive, New

Castl e, Pennsylvania. Please no questions about the
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hair until after.

I'"'ma local developer. | have been in business
for 20 years. | worked construction ten years prior to
that. So, | have been buil ding and devel oping for 30
years now.

| also served on the Law ence County Econonic
Devel opnent Corporation Board as Marketing Chair.
Econom ¢ devel opnent is a passion of m ne.

I returned Monday froma three-week trip to
China to bring some of the jobs that we lost to that
country back here to the US and it was very successful.

But the reason |I'mhere today is | base ny
busi ness on integrity. | have five kids and | teach
themthat integrity is the foundation to everything.
Integrity is doing the right thing when nobody is
| ooking. That's mnmy definition of it.

I have had the pleasure of getting to know the
menbers of Centaur, sonme of them personally, and sat in
the roomw th them when nobody was | ooking. | am
willing to put nmy reputation on the line to tell you
that they are everything when it cones to integrity.

W wel cone themto the area. It's exciting,
and it's sonething that is very nuch needed as everybody
el se has nentioned. bviously, we have the conmunity

support here. You have heard it fromeverybody. That's
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a no-brai ner.

But, you know, why is it inportant for this
area? This area is so famly oriented and being a
father of five children and ny ol dest son 26-years-old
has just noved to Florida to find a job. It's difficult
because there is nothing here.

Part of ny passion about econom c devel opnent
is to change that, to be able to keep our children here,
to keep our famlies together, because it is a snall
towmn and it is so inportant to us to be able to do that.

This is the beginning. This is the beginning
of sonmething that is going to allow us to keep our
famlies together, to create jobs, and the noney that is
turned over to the county fromthe gaming funds to be
reinvested in econom c devel opnent will just keep

turning nore jobs and nore jobs.

| respect your integrity. | respect your
know edge and your professionalism | don't have to beg
you for the license. |I'mjust here to tell you, we do
appreci ate Centaur. W know they'll do a great job.
(Appl ause.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER ZI ELONI'S:  Janes Si npson.
MR. SI MPSON: Good norni ng, Madam Chai r man and
menbers of the Board. | amJimSinpson. | live at 51

H gh Rock Road, Hanover, Pennsyl vani a.
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I"m President and CEO of Hanover Shoe Farns,
the | argest standardbred breeding farmin the world. |
can assure you that everyone in the harness racing
comunity, not just Pennsylvania, is very much in
support of this project.

The fact that it's going to be a mle track
permits the opportunity for international racing events.
Horses woul d conme fromall over the world to race here.

The fact that Jeff Smith is making this mle
track, we have tal ked about it several tines, it opens
the possibility of the Hambiltonian comng to
Pennsyl vani a, which woul d be just an amazi ng event.

It's our equivalent to the Kentucky Derby. It is a
great event. We would be proud to have it here. Thank
you very nuch.

HEARI NG OFFI CER ZI ELONI'S: Joe Spani k.

MR. SPANI K: Good norni ng, Madam Chair, Gam ng
Board. M nane is Joe Spanik. | live at 3339 Broadhead
Road, Ali qui ppa, Pennsyl vani a.

I"mhere as an individual but also as a Beaver
County Conmi ssioner. On here on behalf of the Board of
County Conmi ssi oners, Chairnman Tony Amadao, Conmi ssioner
Charlie Canp, and | also want to extend our retired
Commi ssi on Dan Donatell o, who sends his wi shes and

supports this project 110 percent.
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As you well know, we are very much aware of
Val | ey Vi ew Downs and Centaur, what you fol ks are about.
You are a first-class operation.

As you heard here, there are going to be many
econom ¢ opportunities. It's not just going to be
Lawr ence County and Mahoni ng Township. This is an
econom ¢ devel opnent project that is going to be far
reaching as part of our counterparts, Conmm ssioner Craig
and Conmi ssioner Beader from Lawence and Mercer County
but also Butler County, that as County Conm ssioners,
elected officials, once the site is selected, we work
closely together to nake sure that every opportunity --
that they have the opportunity to get those projects

I can assure you that we are 110 percent behind
this project. Not only is it going to be 1,000 or 1,500
construction jobs, just to let you knowit's not that
these folks just don't live in Lawence County.

Wien we tal k about the Beaver, Lawence, and
the Mercer Counties, these folks live in this region.
can tell you when I got up this norning at 7:00 to get
on the road at 8:00, |less than an hour, | was here at
this location. So as far as travel is concerned that is
not an issue.

When we tal k about this region, we have many

opportunities throughout this region that a | ot of our
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construction workers go to.

In all honesty, this will be a closer project
for all of them W talk about the 1,000 pernmanent
jobs. This is also another opportunity al so for Beaver
County residents.

| speak on behalf of 180,000 residents who are
just waiting, waiting for this project to open up. As
you well known, this project has been on the table for
many, many years.

I remenber the comments fromthe Racing
Conmmi ssi oner Leppler indicating this | ast year and the
Suprene Court decision, we're well aware of Centaur and
Val | ey Vi ew Downs because unfortunately, it was two
sites selected in Western Pennsylvania. There was a
reason why this Western Pennsylvania site was sel ected
when we tal k about it as the last location of that
harness raci ng.

The reason why is because it's in close
proximty to all of the different 1-80, 1-76 and al so
376. It's inportant that we continue this. W're very
wel | aware of Valley View Downs to make sone happen.

W thout the cooperation of Centaur and the
Shick famly, this project will never conme to fruition
because there was that possibility that it would have

went down the tubes.
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I give themcredit of working together. Al we
got to dois tell you, the Gam ng Board, that you can
see what is out there and we need to get you noving
forward on this as quickly as possible. God bless every
one of you and nake the right decision.

(Appl ause.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER ZI ELONI'S: Shawn Mason

MR, MASON. Good norning. M nane is Shawn
Mason. |I'mvice president of a local printing conpany.
I"mhere in support of Valley View Downs.

As a business vice president, mnmy priority is ny
enpl oyees at work. You know, | want to nmake sure they
are working. | see an opportunity here for them for
us, for our conmunity to grow as a whol e.

W wel cone the opportunity of economic growh
inthis area. You know, the casino will generate jobs,
new busi ness devel oprment. It will allow businesses like
us to grow and of fer our goods and services.

I can go on and on about what the benefits are
of this, of you granting this license. | think the main
thing what you' re witnessing today is people, the people
fromValley View Downs, the state and local officials,
busi nesses and individuals like nyself, we have a strong
desire to succeed and with your support of granting this

license, success will happen. That's it. Thank you
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(Appl ause.)
HEARI NG OFFI CER ZI ELONIS: Ms. Margaret Link.

M5. LINK: Hello. M name is Margaret Link.
live on Pal ner Road in Edinburg, Pennsylvania, Mahoning
Townshi p.

| don't speak to people too often. Hello,
everybody. | don't know anybody here. | would like to
say a few words about the possibility of a casino here.

My husband and | travel alot. W go to
several casinos. W spend quite a bit of noney at
casinos. | think it would be a worthwhile cause to have
the slots here. The noney just flies out of here to
Canada, New York, Virginia, Erie, Pennsylvania,
Mount ai neer Park in Virginia, Wst Virginia.

I think the inmpact would be pretty well-taken
as far as the elderly ganbling here in town instead of
taking buses to Atlantic Cty; and, of course, they wll
probably still go there and take flights to Virginia and
Vegas; but as far as jobs, the job inpact would be well
t ol er at ed.

The Careerlink here is very advisable as far as
the jobs that are not here. | recently went down to
apply for a job, and I would have to drive to
Pittsburgh. |'ma tax coordinator, and | do taxes.

| also work with several vets in the area and
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the jobs are just not here. People, like ny husband,
drive to Mdland every day, 48 mles one way, every day.

W live like -- we're going to be a mle away
fromthe racetrack. M brother works in Cranberry,
which is 40 niles one way. It is a big inpact as far as
there are no jobs here.

Peopl e are hurting here for enploynment. |'m
sure, you know, even the understaffing jobs as far as
m ni num wage, m ni num wage has gone up. M ni mrum wage
woul d be to sone people a God's blessing. The
waitresses here make $2.87 an hour plus tips. |If they
are lucky they nay nmake $5 on an average day and a good
day $72 an hour for their wage. Their wages are taxed
again by 8 percent. The job market woul d be highly
tolerated, thank you, M. DeRosa, as far as upper class
managenent j obs.

HEARI NG OFFI CER ZI ELONI'S:  Thank you,

Ms. Link.

M5. LINK:  You' re welcone. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER ZI ELONI'S: Janes Carna.

MR. CARNA: Madam Chai rman, nenbers, |'mJim
Carna. |I'ma forner resident of Mahoni ng Township, a
Iifelong resident of Lawrence County.

I'"mal so a business owner in Lawence County,
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and | amfor the Valley View Downs racetrack and casi no.
Excuse ne for any redundancy that you may hear.

I think we are all aware that the casino wll
bring an enornmous amount of both short term construction
jobs, as well as many long term positions in the casino.
There will also be many ancillary projects created
because of the track and casino.

I amalso proud to see that the Route 422
corridor will finally realize its full potential. Wth
the increased tax base, we will be able to continually
grow our infrastructure, which will attract businesses
to 422, MI1lenium and ot her business parKks.

W nust al so take into account the
entrepreneurs that will strike out wthout the
hesitation they once had due to the Valley Vi ew Downs
proj ect .

W will see both corporations and individuals
fromour own backyards take advantage of this.
St ar bucks, for exanple, who does extensive denographic
studies will be constructing a coffee shop in Union
Townshi p. This speaks volunes for the nmagnitude and
scope of this project in terms of other corporations
| ooki ng favorably on Lawrence County.

| feel that Valley View Downs will be the spark

that will ignite a nmuch needed growth spurt in Law ence
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County. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER ZI ELONI'S: John Magl i occa.

MR. MAGLI OCCA:  You pronounced ny | ast name
right. That is pretty good. It actually took ne to
eighth grade to learn how to spell it.

I thank you guys for hearing us, you know,
today. Just sone of the things | want to go over here
first. First of all, my nanme is John Magliocca. |
reside in North Beaver Townshi p.

| actually own a nortgage conpany. Everyone
knows, you know, what has happened in the nortgage
i ndustry here lately. | actually get to work with a | ot
of different individuals. | get all different wal ks of
life, you know, com ng into ny business here.

I will tell you one of the things that | have
experienced, you know, in this area here is, you know,
the i ncone, okay, is just not there for people, you
know, to live in the townships the way that they want to
live.

So we have people living in |l ess, you know,
desirabl e nei ghborhoods. This area has just not
experienced, you know, a good work history over the
years since the steel nmills have went down. Nothing has

ever come back.



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

106

W're really | ooking forward to this. Everyone

pretty much said it all today. I'mnot going to stand
up here and take a lot of tine. | actually wote a
speech. | said I'mgoing to shoot fromthe hip.

Everyone said it already.

But I'mreally |ooking forward, you know, to
the casino conming in; and | just think that it woul d be
an added benefit. 1It's going to add jobs and do a | ot
for the conmunity.

I just hope that you guys, you know, see it the
way that nost of the people see it here. | thank you.

(Appl ause.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER ZI ELONI'S: Ed Stevens.

MR. STEVENS: Hello. Thank you for letting ne
speak. M nane is Ed Stevens. M/ address is 175 A d
Colony Drive, New Castle. Qur shop address is 189
Pal mer Road, WMahoning Township. W'Ill be a nei ghbor of
t he casi no.

W are a third generation union signatory
masonry contracting conpany. W can't tell you how
excited we are to have a nmajor building project going on
next door.

I just wanted to say thank you to you fol ks for
considering this process and all of your work. Thank

you to Centaur for investing in Lawence County and
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thanks -- a whole lot of thanks to the | ocal governnent,
Chris Sainato, and the Mahoni ng Townshi p Supervi sors and
all of the other fol ks who have nade this happen.

I think just fromny perspective, not a
politician, a local resident and a | ocal business owner,
this is awin/win for everybody. This will do
everything everyone said it will. It will bring in rmuch
needed j obs.

We enpl oy people; bricklayers, |aborers,
operators in the surrounding counties. This will help
our work naturally. It will certainly help all of the
folks that we employ fromthe surrounding counties. W
al so would Iike to say thanks to the other folks
i nvol ved, like the Lawrence County Chanber of Comerce
and the other devel opers here present who we have had
the pleasure to work for

I think everybody is pulling the sane way and |
think we haven't seen this since we have been in
busi ness, and we are a third generation conpany.

My dad's day and nmy grandfather's are not the
same as ny brother and | face. |'mhoping to be a part
of it naturally. |'mhoping to be able to bid on it and
alot of M. Shick's properties that he'll devel op.

W appreciate your consideration, and we | ook

forward to good things for this area. Thank you.
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(Appl ause.)
HEARI NG OFFI CER ZI ELONI'S:  Carnen Shi ck.

(Appl ause.)

MR. SHI CK:  Madam Chai rworman, di stingui shed
menbers of the Pennsylvania Gami ng Control Board, ny
nane is Carnen Wayne Shick. | reside at 3454 Tuscarora
Drive, New Castle, Pennsylvania.

I ama lifelong resident of Lawence County and
the former president of Bedford Downs. Sonme of you nay
know nme through our sonmewhat contentious conpetition
with Centaur for the |ast renmaining harness |icense.

I had |l ong hoped to come before this Board as
an applicant. However, | amdelighted nonethel ess to be
here to support this project in Lawence County.

This area has long suffered for many decades
now wi th declining jobs and opportunity, not to nmention
a decrease in popul ation.

Through our own work, it becanme obvious that
this site is not only beautiful but logistically perfect
to maxim ze the benefit to the Commonweal th, as well as
the horse racing industry.

Together with the state-of-the-art, one-nile
track positions this facility promses to be the
prem ere harness racing forumfor the entire country, if

not all of North America.
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W will not only be able to court the very best
of harness racing but may even be able to secure the
Hanbi | t oni an sonme day soon

This facility inits close proximty to Chio
and M| 1enium Technol ogy Park has the potential to spark
a nuch needed renai ssance of the local area and once
again establish a firmeconom c base fromwhich to grow
this community.

No | onger will our sons and daughters have to
| eave this area to secure a job with which to raise
their new famlies. They will be able to find anple
opportunity here locally.

W will no | onger have to export our youth, our
nost val uable commodity. This is tinme -- it is true
that at one tinme, we were fierce conpetitors of Centaur.

However, we knew the inportance of this project
to this community. 1In the days since the issuance of
the |l ast harness license, | have conme to respect Rod
Ratcliff as a man who is good to his word, in ny
opi nion, the nost val uable asset a man or woman can
possess.

For this reason and the aforenenti oned econom c
benefits, | stand here today w thout reservation in
support of this racino and the many benefits it will

provi de.
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Additionally, thanks to the generosity of the
New Castle News, | would like to present to the nembers
seven copies of the pictorial history of the Gty of the
New Castle. They say a picture is worth 1,000 words so
1,000 pictures are worth a mllion.

I offer this unique and diverse history of the
Cty of New Castle, our county seat to the nenbers for
their consideration in support of this applicant.

I thank you for your tinme and consideration in
this great endeavor for our community.

(Appl ause.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER ZIELONI'S: | believe the Mayor
of Lowellville, Onio is here. Mayor, would you pl ease
come forward? Mayor, you have five m nutes.

MR. LUDICI ANl : Thank you, Gami ng Comm ssion
Board. Being from Chio, we're 50 percent Browns and 50
percent Steeler fans.

COWM SSI ONER RI VERS: Wi ch side is the Steeler
si de?

MR LUDICIANI: That's right. Wat better way
to get those Browns noney than to put this casino here
i n Mahoni ng Townshi p?

In all seriousness, everyone has spoken. W're
the village of Lowellville, right across the line, three

mles fromthis particular building.
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I did just come from Mahoni ng County
Conmmi ssi oners neeting and was nine mles from Downt own
Youngstown. The inpact this is going to have on
Mahoni ng Township and our little villages and the towns
in Chio is just unbelievable.

W went through the steel mlls. W went
t hrough the negativism There's a lot of positive going
around in this end of the state, Northeast Ohio, Wstern
Pennsyl vani a.

| personally work in both. I'ma sales rep.
travel to Pittsburgh. You have done a great job on your
Pi ttsburgh, Washington, PA, Erie, PA. | travel all of
t hem

This is the mssing piece of that puzzle for
West ern Pennsyl vani a, Northeast Chio. The jobs will be
unbel i evabl e, both for permanent jobs and construction
j obs.

You guys, we really appreciate your
consideration on this project. The people in Northeast
Chi o and Western Pennsylvania, this is the place to put
this casino and racino. W're 100 percent for it and
appreci ate anything you can do for this area. Thank
you.

(Appl ause.)
HEARI NG OFFI CER ZIELONI'S: | want to thank you
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all for your cooperation today. W are not finished
today, but | amgoing to close this Public Input
Hearing. It is now concluded and | amturning the

m cr ophone over to our Madam Chairman Judge Colins.

CHAI RVAN Di G ACOMO COLINS: | would like to,
for the record, at this point indicate that counsel for
the Applicant, Valley View has infornmati on which he has
stated he wants to provide to the Board

VWhile this is not specifically public input
information, | believe it's appropriate for counsel to
be able to put his statement on the record and testinony
froma witness regarding, | believe, certain matters
having to do with the financing of this project. Al of
this is relevant to our |icensing process.

So, M. King, you can proceed.

MR. KING Thank you, Judge Colins, nenbers of
the Board. | am Adrian King fromthe Ballard Spahr | aw
firm Al so, seated to may right is Phil Bayt fromthe
lce MIler firm which is Centaur's corporate counsel.

W did want to present sonme additiona
information with respect to Centaur's financing package.
You did hear sone information about the cost of this
project and how we're going to fund it is the subject of
t hi s di scussi on.

There are certain deadlines that are part of
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the fundi ng agreenent that we would like to bring to
your attention.

Al so, available and here today to speak is
M. John Toronto from Credit Suisse. You also know that
Kurt WIlson, the CFO from Centaur is here.

I think to begin the best place to start would
be to have M. Toronto address you. W do have sone
slides that we woul d present and work from These are
al so fromyour bookl et.

W were going to present this information in
our presentation, but we decided to hold it until |ast.
It's about Page 14 or 15 in your booklet. So, | think
the way to start this presentation would be to ask
M. Toronto to take the podi um

MR, TORONTO Good norning, Madam Chair and
ot her nenbers of the Board. M nane is John Toronto.
am appeari ng on behal f of Centaur.

Credit Suisse is the agent for the | ender and
we appear in that capacity. | wanted to cover really a
few high level itenms under the credit that m ght be of
use to you in making the decision.

The slide sort of speaks for itself, but 'l
go through the points. The first point, nopst
importantly is secured credit docunents with a deadline

of July 15th, 2008 for the final and unappeal abl e
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licensing as a Category 1 Licensee under Section 1315
and 1325.

Second of all, clearly, to comence the running
of that 30-day period, the |icense nust be issued by
June 15t h, 2008.

It's clear in the credit agreenents, both the
first lien and second lien credit agreenents, that
failure to achieve licensure on that timetable is the
event of default of secured credit docunents.

The |ikeli hood of the extension or waiver or
the conpany to go to the I enders and ask for an
extensi on need they do that is unclear given the
chal | engi ng markets. Thank you.

MR. KING Judge, at this point, we will be
happy to answer any questi ons.

CHAI RVAN Di G ACOMO COLINS: I'Il have a few
guestions and then |I'Il ask any of the Board just
regarding this issue.

The financing agreenent and the | oan docunents,
when were they negotiated and execut ed?

MR. TORONTO They were negotiated | ast Cctober
2007. They really started before that and we cl osed the
deal at that tine. So basically, through | ast summer
and fall.

CHAI RVAN Di G ACOMO CCOLINS: At the time they
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were negoti ated and executed they were not subject to
Gam ng Board approval at that time; is that correct?

MR. TORONTO  Lou and Phil can advise. | don't
believe they were submtted. | don't know what | evel
of ficial was required.

MR. KING They woul d not have been subject to
Gam ng Board approval at that tinme. |In fact, they were
probably just imediately before we woul d have submitted
our |icense.

CHAI RVAN Di G ACOMO COLINS: COkay. So they were
executed, this deadline was inposed by the | ender prior
to the application.

MR. KING That is correct, Judge.

CHAI RVAN Di G ACOMO COLINS: Thank you.

Any ot her questions?

COM SSI ONER McCABE: | have a coupl e because |
don't like -- I'mfeeling sonebody is trying to put our
back against the wall with this.

Centaur has the -- had a racing license, a
harness racing license and did the financing go into
buil ding the racetrack, so they could have al ready
started construction if they wanted to because they
al ready have an approved |icense for the racetrack,
correct?

MR. TORONTO The credit supports both the
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I ndi ana and Pennsyl vani a properties. | can let Kurt
answer any questions about construction and tinetable
consi der ati ons.

COW SSI ONER McCABE: But does the financing
depend on the gam ng license or the harness |icense,
because they al ready have a harness license and if they
don't get the ganmng license, they can still run the
racetrack and build the facility?

MR. TORONTQO The financing is contingent upon
a nunber of conditions all of which are clearly set
forth in the credit agreenment. Each of them stands on
its own as an independent condition precedent.

So the Category 1 Slots License is its own CP
the failure of which to achieve on the tinetable set
forth in the credit agreenment is going to be an event of
def aul t.

MR WLSON: |'mKurt Wlson. It is a
conmbi nation. This facility is a fully integrated racing
and gaming facility.

The contingent precedent that John nentioned is
necessary for us to release the funding that was secured
| ast October to go forward with the project, that is
really difficult to separate the two as you can see from
the report. It is one integrated project.

COWMM SSI ONER McCABE: The other thing | want to
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put on the record. To ny understandi ng, we had
difficulty getting a lot of information early on for
sonme of the applicants which has now del ayed our

capabilities of doing a thorough background

investigation. |Is the lending institute aware of all of
t hat ?

MR, TORONTO |'mnot aware of any delays in
getting into the credit documentation. | can let the

conmpany tal k about any del ays in docunents.

MR KING Yes. M. MCabe, we acknow edge and
| take full responsibility as regulatory counsel that
there were delays in getting application naterials to
the Board in the fashion that we woul d have Iiked.

W did identify that issue earlier this year
that we had not probably done the best job that we
shoul d have to nmake the Board and the staff aware of
this contingency and the fundi ng agreenent.

W had a neeting in February with staff. W
brought this to their attention. W apologize for that
delay. And since then, we have done everything in our
power to work as quickly as possible to get our
application fully conplete.

That was done just around February, | believe
or maybe early March. Since then, | can assure you that

we have done everything in our ability to respond to
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increase inquiries fromstaff as quickly as possible and
will continue to do so but we acknow edge that issue.

MR WLSON:. As an add to that, | think we
becane aware roughly in February of some inadequacies
and since then have been fully cooperative, | believe,
in every respect in making our operations transparent to
the investigators.

We have seen, | think, as it has been nentioned
previously, very thorough, very conplete investigation
of our principals, our operations, and activities for
the history of the conpany.

I would like to thank the Comm ssion for the
resources to people and everything that has been brought
to bear on this issue. Thank you very mnuch

CHAI RVAN Di G ACOMO COLINS: Al right. |
wanted to give you the opportunity to provide that
information to us and be assured that our process
continues and our conmtnment is to thoroughness,
conmpl eteness, and to the licensing of this entity and
compliance with all of the regulations and the
provi sions of the |aws of Pennsylvania. So thank you
very nuch.

Yes, sir?

MR. KING Judge, if |I can do two things. One

which is just to formally nbve our presentation
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materials into the record.

Secondly, just to confirmthat once this
proceeding is conplete, | know you'll be noving into a
regul ar neeting of the Board and | just wanted to
confirmthat the witnesses that have attended today
coul d be excused if they do need to nove on.

HEARI NG OFFI CER ZIELONI'S: | think we're going
to break for lunch and the -- yes, Comm ssioner Angeli?

COWM SSI ONER ANGELI:  The question on the --
this goes --the date that you set for your default, was
that a date that you set -- is that a technical default?

D d you set that because of the licensure or
did the funding that you packaged to this go away on
that day? O it's an arbitrary deal ?

MR TORONTO It's not arbitrary. That's a
very inportant question. Frankly, |I'mglad that you
asked it.

When things |ike that get negotiated, the
| ender and the borrowers bal ance the borrowers’
devel opnment al schedul e and needs and draws tinmed agai nst
the lender's need for security and that date was the
date seen as best protecting everyone's interest.

It was seen as achievabl e especially given the
market at the tine. It is the result of a reason for

negotiation. W didn't see it as an arbitrary deadli ne.
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MR, BAYT: That was a very long and hard fought
part of the negotiations. The borrower, Centaur,
certainly sought a longer tinme frane.

The | enders sought a nmuch shorter tinme frane
and as a result of the conprom se and negoti ations, we
ended up with that date.

The person who has the gold makes the rules. |
think we all understand that. As a result, that was the
date that was set into the docunents.

MR WLSON. | have been in the financia
services industry for approximately 25 years. This is
the nmost difficult credit market | have ever seen in ny
life.

I would say that | feel very fortunate that we
have fully funded this project, and we are | ooking
forward to an opportunity to use it. | think that if we
can nake ourselves available in every way to neet the
needs of this Conm ssion to nmake that possible, | think
good things can happen.

MR. ANCELI: Thank you.

MR. KING Judge, | really don't want to
bel abor the proceeding; but M. DeRosa did ask if he
coul d nake sone very brief concluding remarks,
especially in light of the great support that we

recei ved today and we want to acknow edge t hat
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publically, if you would allow us to do so.

CHAI RMAN Di G ACOMD COLINS:  Yes.

MR. DeRCSA: Thank you, Madam Chai rman and
menbers of the Board. All of the local dignitaries that
showed up today for the support, all of the residents
that came out today and took tine out of the day, and |
know the travel arrangenents you fol ks had to make,
certainly want to thank you for that.

We surely understand the |icensing process and
appreciate it and respect that process and comit that
we wll move forward as hard as we possibly can

W have heard a | ot today about hope and j obs
and t hings changing; and the fol ks behind us, | just
want to thank you so nuch for your support and we at
Centaur, M. Ratcliff, the entire teamare just as
comrmitted to this project and the long-termgrowth and
prosperity of Western Pennsylvania. Thank you very
much.

CHAI RVAN Di G ACOMO COLINS:  Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

CHAI RVAN Di G ACOMO COLINS: W' Il adj ourn now
until we open our public neeting at 1:00.

(The hearing concluded at 12:12 p.m)
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taken by nme on the within proceedings and that this is a

correct transcript of the sane.

Hillary M Hazlett, Reporter
Not ary Public



